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Dear Parents, 
 
Well, what a whirlwind of a half term this one 
has been. While Christmas sees a long time ago, 
the term also seems to have flown past, 
accompanied by a huge range of achievements 
in a wide range of fields by the children of St 
Joseph’s.  While we try to celebrate as many as 
we can here and throughout the term, I would 
be greatly appreciative if parents and children 
sent to myself, Mr Gonella, Mrs Macaulay or Mrs 
Goswell details of successes away from school.  
 
I do know some parents are reluctant to be seen 
as too pushy with regard to the many great 
things achieved by their children, but your 
support here means that we are able to ensure 
everyone is equally praised. 
 
The term has been quite exciting on site, with 
the commissioning of the new classrooms, one 
that transforms the teaching for English and 
Humanities. Large, bright and airy classrooms 
have taken the place of a Cedar block that was 
well past its sell by date and the new fitness 
suite has been a great success. The excavation 
and plans for the future continue apace, and we 
will of course keep the St Joseph’s community 
up to date with progress. The chance to replace 
out-dated changing room, to offer much 
improved Peripatetic music rooms and to add 
new classrooms of a high standard will be the 
next stage of our school development. We have 
a commitment to you as parents, and the 
students we teach, to ensure that they receive 
the very best they can while at St Joseph’s, while 
we maintain a constant focus on the delivery of 
academic success and excellent learning in every 
classroom of the school. 
 
While I do believe the best measure of the 
school is how we as a community of students, 
staff and parents judge ourselves, It has been 
interesting getting some external views on the 

school in recent days. We have hosted an ISA 
Head teacher’s INSET here this term, and I was 
delighted by the comment of one Head who 
wrote to say ‘it was great to see all your 
development – an object lesson for how schools 
in the South West can develop with the right 
model.’  
 
As part of our self-evaluation process,  I have 
also invited to the school Mr Steven Boyes, an 
ISI inspector himself, and one of the team who 
conducted St Joseph’s last inspection in May 
2014. He gave me some handy pointers for the 
future, but also said that it ‘was lovely to see the 
school again and to see it prospering.’ Thank you 
too to the parent, who will remain anonymous 
here, who wrote that ‘I am really happy with St 
Jo’s, I recommend it to so many people and 
support it in every way I can’ and that she 
wanted to ‘say how wonderful and what great a 
job I think everyone is doing.’ It is so good to 
hear such positive comments. Comments 
supported by the fact that on the 5A*-C 
including Maths and English indicator St 
Joseph’s was the highest performing school in 
Cornwall when the official league tables came 
out, and in Devon came only behind the 
selective Maynard School. A further reminder 
that we all have something quite special here. 
 
The term has also been one of real sadness as 
we lost a much loved member of the school 
community following her brave battle with 
illness. Mrs Josie Head was a keen supporter of 
the school, and it was a mark of the strength of 
the school community that many staff and 
pupils attended her funeral, and the celebration 
of her life, at St Petroc’s Church in Padstow this 
term. The strength of her family was quite 
inspirational, and I was humbled to be given the 
honour of reading at the funeral in my capacity 
as Headmaster of St Joseph’s. My thoughts, and 
those of the school, are with her family. 
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With this in mind, and following a loss in my own family this past year, I have in the final week of 
term signed myself up for the Mount to Mont Cycle ride in aid of Cornwall Hospice Care. This is a 290 
mile cycle ride in October, departing from the iconic Cornish landmark St Michael’s Mount and 
finishing at Mont Saint Michel in Normandy, France. While there is now an obvious concern that I 
may have committed myself to something beyond my current fitness level, I shall be making good use 
of the new school fitness suite and taking to the road as the weather improves. The aim is to raise 
nearly £1,800 as a minimum sponsorship target, so do watch this space – I will very much need your 
help to aid this important cause. 
 
Do enjoy the half term break, and my apologies should you find yourself stuck behind me on my bike 
in a lane as I struggle with the early part of training. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Oliver Scott 
headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  



I am delighted to be the new Director of Music at St 
Joseph’s. I have recently moved to North Devon, 
from Sherborne, where I have been Director of 
Music at Leweston School, Sherborne, for six years. 
In my previous role I was able to nurture a range of 
talent, of both instrumentalists and choirs, all of 
whom had their own identity. I particularly enjoyed 
opportunities for the students to perform in nearby 
Sherborne Abbey and at local festivals. As a 
conductor I enjoyed directing the Joint Sherborne 
Schools’ Orchestra and Leweston Choral Society, 
who performed choral works ranging from Mozart’s 
Requiem to Duke Ellington’s Sacred Concert and 
Alexander Le Strange’s Ziimbe!  I have also been 
Musical Director of the People’s Choir, Yeovil, for 
two years and enjoy running singing workshops. 
My musical career began at the Royal College of 
Music, where I was a clarinet and piano Foundation 
Scholar, and then a Junior Fellow. I am fortunate to 
bring to my present role a wide range of experiences 
as both a professional performer and as a teacher. 
On leaving college I played with a number of London 
Orchestras as a clarinetist, and this led to work as a 
chamber musician and soloist all over the country as 
well as education and outreach work in a range of 
schools.  My interest in historical instruments took 
me to France for two years, where I studied for a 
Masters Degree, and I still enjoy playing in a 
historical basset horn trio.    
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4   DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Bringing people together through music is something 
that has always motivated me. A year teaching at 
Kampala Music School, Uganda, was a catalyst for 
wishing to pursue a Director of Music Role in the UK. 
Since then I have enjoyed encouraging students to 
play together as chamber musicians, to sing together 
in choirs and to include the wider community 
wherever possible.  I believe that people can achieve 
more musically than they ever  thought possible, and 
that music is a channel through which everyone can 
have a voice.  
I am particularly impressed with the choral tradition 
at St Joseph’s, and I am excited about developing the 
students’ enthusiasm and opportunities for 
performance further.  It is particularly refreshing to 
see such a healthy interest in singing for the boys 
and I hope to encourage more to join our boys’ 
choir, and to introduce a barbershop group or even a 
larger choral society. I would like to encourage our 
instrumentalists to play together, accompany each 
other and experience the vast range of repertoire 
out there which can be approachable to everyone. 
My other love is the great outdoors, especially 

walking with my husband, one year old son and 

cocker spaniel on Dartmoor and sailing 1930s yachts 

on the Norfolk Broads. 

Claire Whitehead 
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Official GCSE League tables published in January show just how strong our performance continues to be. 
The school has for many years achieved results that demonstrate great success at national and County 
level, and 2016 was no different. St Joseph’s results were again the best in Cornwall with 90% of pupils 
achieving the national benchmark of 5 A* to C Grades including Maths and English. 
 
We welcome pupils of all abilities and set no entrance exam, so for fully a third of GCSE grades to be A* 

and A and two thirds of all grades awarded to be B and above in addition to the 90% headline statistic is a 

remarkable feat. 
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6     NEW FITNESS SUITE   

An exciting new addition to St Joseph’s School was opened on the first day of the Spring term. A fully 
equipped modern fitness suite  is available for the use of pupils from Year 5 upwards. As well as 
providing exciting  opportunities to all, the gym will provide a valuable resource for those studying PE 
at examination level and those in core PE lessons. 
 
The Christmas holiday also saw the demolition of the Cedar Block – one of the older buildings on the 
site – in order to make way for a new building. Whilst the work and plans for the new building are in 
progress, a modern modular block has been installed so that lessons can continue without disruption 
to the pupils’ studies. 
 
This is an exciting time for the staff and pupils of St Joseph’s as the premises and facilities are devel-

oped, updated and modernised to provide a forward thinking and modern learning environment. 
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Nursery and Reception had a great 
afternoon acting out the Nursery 

Rhyme “Jack and Jill” and of course, 
the Orchard had the perfect Hill! 

EARLY YEARS    7 



 8  GOLF SOCIETY 
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Just in time to get ready for the Masters, St Joseph’s is getting into the swing (ouch) of having 

their own golf society. This is a new club to be run by Mr Duff, Senior School’s Head of Humani-

ties, who has had such a positive impact since joining St Joseph’s in September. Every Wednes-

day a group of budding golfers will be at Launceston Golf Club, courtesy of the tuition and guid-

ance of golf professional John Tozer. Current Year 11 student Ollie James started out this way,  

and can now boast the ridiculously low handicap of 3. Anyone wishing to join in, and follow in 

Ollie’s footsteps,  please speak to reception 



St Joseph’s School Spring  Term 2017 

SW NETBALL TOURNAMENT   9 

This tournament took place on Wednesday 18th January at Trinity School, Teignmouth.  St Joseph’s 
was represented by three teams: one comprising of Year 5 and 6 and two of our talented Year 8 
teams. The day was bright but cold, the players warmed up thoroughly and started to play with 
great focus and enthusiasm. The youngest team went from strength to strength, their patterns of 
play became quicker, their interceptions strong and balanced and they began to use the space well, 
they finished the afternoon with a great win! 
 
Showing their true strength and depth, the U13A team were unbeaten, and scored over 45 goals 
during their 5 matches. They worked really hard, supporting each other well and they demonstrated 
excellent technical team skills. Backing up this tremendous performance, the B team started 
strongly (beating Appleford School) but were up against some tough opposition and they finished 
4th in the competition. 
 
Congratulations to all the pupils, but especially to the U13A team,: the deserved winners of the ISA 

SW Netball Tournament 2017. This team have now been selected to play at the U13 National 

Netball Tournament which takes place on Sat 25th March at Oundle School near Peterborough.  We  

wish them well in this prestigious event. 



 10   REFLECTIONS 

St Joseph’s School Spring  Term 2017 

 At the start of the spring term, we thought it would be good to reflect on the many things that we as a Junior 
School accomplished in the autumn term. It was a very busy term with all children having to get used to new 
classes and routines. It was a baptism of fire for us as the Junior Head Boy and Girl as we had to give our first 
tour of the school to prospective parents almost immediately after finishing our tour guide training. It was a 
good experience and we thoroughly enjoyed showing off our school. 

 In October we had to prepare for our Harvest Festival service. It was a lovely event which was attended by a 
representative of the Launceston Food Bank who gave a short talk and we were then pleased to present them 
with our donation of over 187.90kg of food which was then distributed to those in need within our community. 

 We then also had the opportunity to represent St Joseph’s School at the first meeting of the Launceston Youth 
Council. We found it very interesting and eye opening to be able to discuss the future of youth activities in 
Launceston. 

 In November our annual participation in the Children in Need appeal raised a total of £350. We also held a very 
successful Christmas Fayre that was well attended by many parents and students. 

The highlight of the Autumn Tern was our Christmas Performance of the Mystery at Magpie Manor. It was a huge 
success and we all enjoyed performing to a packed hall. £153 was also raised for the Launceston Memory Café. 

There was a fiercely contested programme of Inter House sports including Tennis, Hockey and Cross-country. We 
also had success in the ISA SW swimming trials with some junior children chosen to represent the South West at 
the Aquatic Centre in London. We wished them every success. 

 It was a very busy Autumn Term for everyone but an enjoyable one. We are now looking forward to building on 
our successes of the Autumn Term as we move into the Spring Term.  

Eddie Gruzdev and Lottie Wilson 
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FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT  11 

St Joseph’s hosted the ISA SW U11 Football Tournament on 1st February  and,  despite the 
bad weather conditions,  there were plenty of smiles on the pitch. All our pupils  performed 
well and our hearty congratulations go out to the ultimate winners who were Polwhele 
House. 

It was a pleasure to host  so many teams 
on our home astroturf, and we were de-
lighted that the facilities we now have 
meant even the worst the Cornish 
weather could  throw at us could not put 
the tournament off target.  



12   TEN TORS 
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Following in the illustrious footsteps of last year’s team, the 2017 Ten Tors team have been progressing well in 
their training. We have already completed 5 training walks and the team are developing their navigational skills all 
the time. This team have been extremely lucky with the weather this year although, I am sure they will experience 
some rain in the forthcoming walks! Once again thank you to Paul Hine for his continued support, Lyndsay Barton, 
and the PE staff for their volunteering. A big thank you to Michael Barton who, having completed the Ten Tors 
twice, has been coming out to be a very valuable student support leader. 
 
Mr S Matthews 
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Year 2 celebrated the start  of the  Chinese New Year. The 
magnificent dragon you can see here was made from their 

own handprints which were cut out and stuck together: very 
impressive! Miss Wonnacott took the lead in ensuring this 

important festival—cause for the single largest human 
migration on earth—was marked in style. Her demonstration 

of traditional Chinese attire inspired her class, who added 
colour to the whole School community. 

YEAR 2  13 

 



As part of the ongoing BBC Science Live  
series Year 6 carried out some Super 

Taster tests. 

14   SCIENCE LIVE 
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16   CROSS COUNTRY 
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Congratulations to all the pupils who ran at the 
ISA SW Cross-Country event at Haldon forest on 
Wednesday 25th January. Everyone ran very 
well and there was great support and kindness 
shown throughout the event, as well as some 
very competitive running. St. Joseph's won 5 
team trophies; an amazing achievement by the 
Year 4 girls, Year 5 and 6 girls, Year 7 and 8 boys 
and girls and the Year 9 and 10 girls.  
The 22 St Joseph’s pupils who were placed in 
the top 10 of their individual events have been 
selected to represent the South West team at 
the national finish at Princethorpe School near 
Rugby on Saturday 4th March. For a school of 
this size to have 10% of their pupils representing 
the South West is impressive indeed. 
 

The pupils were: Michael Barton, Max Darwall, 
Henny Morrell-Davies, Ava McDiarmid-Hall, Lily 
Truelove, Emma Honey, Kellen Lincoln, Robin 
Smith, Will Collings, Peter Ray, Max Russell, 
Daniella Stevens, Chloe Smith, Ella Henry-Brock, 
Kitty May, Ella Shaw, Louisa Smith, Freyja Malin, 
Sophie Renfree, Shannon Uglow, Lowen 
Courtney-Bridgey and Sam Thomas. 
Above and beyond the achievement of just 

taking part and being selected to represent the 

South West team, special congratulations should 

go to Michael Barton and Freyja Malin who were 

winners of their respective events! 



YEAR 3 VISIT TO QUARRY    17 
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Rock around the Clock! 
 
On the 7th February, Year 3 pupils went on a fascinating trip to Greystone Quarry as part of their 
Rocks and Soils Science project. Firstly they had to be kitted out in high visibility jackets, hard hats, 
goggles and gloves to make sure they were seen by the huge trucks driving around the site. Then they 
learnt all about how rocks are used for roads, and that Cornwall has some of the best rocks for 
building those roads in the country! During a tour of the site they were amazed at the size of the 
quarry pit and loved looking at the pools of bright blue water at the bottom of the quarry.   
Greystone Quarry is located near St Joseph’s School and is an ideal place to visit as the Quarry is 
classified as a Site of Special Scientific Interest for its geological characteristics. 
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18   INTERVIEW WITH MISS MCLEAN 

Mrs McLean is St Joseph’s new Head of Maths in the Senior School. She has been a real hit with parents, stu-
dents and staff since starting in January. Here we find out a little more about her. 
 
Where have you worked previously?  
Most of my teaching career has been spent at Newstead Wood school for Girls in Orpington, Kent 
 
What are your favourite things? 
Other than spending time with my family and friends, my Kindle and Chocolate! 
 
What do you like most about St Joseph’s? 
How welcoming everyone is and how positive and motivated the students and staff are. It really is a wonderful 
school. 
 
What do you love about Maths? 
A thousand things! Maths is the most beautiful and harmonious subject that underpins everything in life, but at 
the end of the day I’m a bit of a Maths nerd and love Maths for Maths’ sake. 
 
What is your Desert Island Disc? 
Eric Clapton “Crossroads” 
 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
My ideal holiday is hill walking in Torridon in Scotland 
 
 



ISA SWIMMING GALA  19 
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For St. Joseph’s swimming team it was an early morning start as they headed to the prestigious venue of the 
London Olympic swimming pool to proudly represent the South West team in the ISA National Swimming Gala on 
Saturday 21st January.  
With success that belies the school’s small size, we made up a large part of the South West team having 
performed brilliantly in the regional qualifying event earlier in the year.   
There was a great atmosphere at the pool and passionate support from pupils and parents who had also made 
the journey from Cornwall to cheer pupils on from poolside. While there were outstanding performances all 
round, special mention must go to Peter Ray who won a bronze medal in the Year 8 Boys’ Backstroke and to 

Molly Barton who won Silver in the Year 9/10 girls Individual 
Medley and also achieved one of the day’s best results with a 
Gold medal and a National Record for the back stroke.  Other 
results included: Hollie Shute:  Y4 Girls 50m Breaststroke 6th 
Place and as part of the Y4 Girls 200m Freestyle team  4th place. 
Olivia Shute: Y5 Girls 50m Breaststroke 5th Place,  Y5 Girls 50m 
Backstroke 7th place, Y5 Girls 200m Freestyle team which 
included Olivia Shute, Ella Shaw and Louisa Smith 5th place. 
Thomas Greet: Year 7 50m Backstroke 6th Place and as part of 
the Year 7 50m Butterfly 5th Place. Chloe Smith: Year 8 50m 
Backstroke 6th Place. 



20  6 INTO 7 TASTER DAY 
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In what has become a real highlight of the School Calendar, Year 6 pupils joined forces with 10 pupils 
coming to see all we can offer  from external 
schools to experience a fun filled day in the 
Senior School. 

Any initial nerves were soon  quashed by Mrs 
Gardner and Miss Hemingway who organised 
some team building games before the two groups  
dispersed to  experience lessons in Maths, 
English, Science, History,  Geography,  Art and 
Textiles. 

The day ended with PE before the pupils went 
home clutching  their work, work that ranged 
from soap on a rope in the style of Barbara 
Hepworth to certificates for achievement in 
English.  An enjoyable day was had by all  and anticipation is building for September where the year group 
is very near capacity. 
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ISA FOOTBALL  21 

On 30th January the U14 and U16 teams competed in the ISA National 6 aside tournament. Both teams 
performed very well, in particular the Year 11s who won their Trophy competition after finishing 3rd in 
their group, only losing one game (their first game) all day.  
  
The Year 9 battled to a 3rd place finish after winning on penalties, which was excellent considering 2 or 
3 of them were playing through illnesses.  
 
Congratulations to both teams. 
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As part of their learning journey, Year 1 each 
bought a Teddy to school for a special lunch time 

picnic. It proved to be a fantastic day for all 
involved and even Mrs Worden got to bring in 

her bear! 

22  TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC 
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24 GCSE PE 
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As part of their GCSE PE Studies 2 Students held a sports tournament for the 
Juniors. With the focus on Football and Tag Rugby the Juniors had a great 

afternoon. Well done to Year 11 pupils, Robert Stockdale and Michael Barton , both 
boys showed real leadership and inspired the younger  children. 
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Congratulations to all the swimmers who took part in the gala, 
over 60 pupils represented their houses' taking part in 33 races. 
The final winners were Pencarrow House who narrowly beat 
Trerice by the slender margin of 6 points to be the champions 
of 2017 in the inter-house Gala. Well done to all.  

INTER-HOUSE SWIMMING GALA  25 



 

 

 26   JUNIORS VISIT TRURO MUSEUM 
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On Thursday 9th February Years 3 and 6 went on a school trip to the Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro.                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
“We left school at 8.45am and the journey took about an hour. When we got there we were shown in-
to a room where we put our coats and bags. We were then split into two groups. The first thing my 
group did was to have a look at the fossil collection at the museum. Our group leaders were very help-
ful and told us lots of interesting facts. For example, people a long time ago used scrapers to scrape all 
the hairs from dead animals to make clothing. After that we made our own fossils! I made five different 
fossils and they all came out perfectly. We then had lunch and after that we had a look around the mu-
seum. We got to dress up and put on masks. Unfortunately after that we had to go back to school. The 
whole day was amazing and thank you to all the teachers who took us there.” 
 

Daniel Altaan Year 6 
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Elizabeth-Jane Pallett 

(2009—2014) 

 

Lizze recently contacted  us to say  she is currently living in Spain as 
an AuPair for a family to improve her  Spanish skills. Lizzie fell in love 
with the language whilst being taught by Mrs Foster and is thorough-
ly enjoying putting it into practice will trying to navigate around the 
country! 

Michael Barton 

 

 Michael represented Cornwall  in the SW Schools’ Cross-Country 
Championships. 

He finished 8th for Cornwall, beating his finish place from when he took 
part in the trials. Cornwall finished 1st. Well done Michael! 

 

Emma Gillard 

(2010—2015) 

 

Emma has been accepted, subject to attaining the neces-
sary grades, to read Physics at Lady Mary College, Oxford. 
Congratulations Emma 
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Bella Russell 

Last year Bella Russell enjoyed playing County 
Netball along with Tillie Cholwill, Ava 
McDiarmid-Hall and Georgia Bolton. Last term 
she was delighted to be promoted to the next 
level, attending the Regional Academy in Truro. 
Bella went straight into the Regional Team for 
Cornwall’s Saints Club and her success is such 
that she has now been invited to join the 
Regional Performance Academy in Bath as an 
Affiliate which means training at Bath 
University twice a month. This RPA opportunity 
is excellent for Bella’s development and will 
lead to her being able to trial for Team Bath or 
Severn Stars U17 National Performance 
Foundation League Squads. Congratulations 
Bella! 

 

 

Ellie Wilson 

Ellie and Jerome van de Vondelhoeve, a 
14.2hh Belgian Stallion  secured 
qualification for the Regional Winter 
Qualifiers, and if successful, will progress 
to the British Winter Championships. Ellie 
will also be competing in the U25s Open 
Winter Dressage Championships at Bury 
Farm in March. Ellie is delighted with the 
progress she has made since starting her 
partnership with Jerome and the pair are 
now training at the with international 
dressage rider and trainer, Pammy Hutton 
at the Talland School of Equitation in 
Cirencester. Congratulations Ellie. 
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Molly Barton 
 

At the ISA National Swimming Gala  and in the prestigious 
surrounds of the London Aquatic Centre, scene of such 
Olympic success in 2012,  Molly achieved a Silver medal in 
the 200m Individual Medley and a Gold Medal in the 100m 
backstroke. An outstanding achievement, while in the pro-
cess setting a new National ISA Record not only for herself 
but for St Joseph’s, for Cornwall and for the South West. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holly Kerslake 

 
Holly has spent her weekends squad training with the GB trainer and selectors and they are very pleased with 
her performance, there is a strong possibility she will be selected to go abroad this year with European team. 



 

 


