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Dear Parents, 
 

Well, what a term this has been. It has been a 
breakneck race through from Christmas, and 
suddenly we are looking to Easter and the arrival of 
spring. I am hopeful that next term will be one of 
enjoying the sunshine that transforms the site; taking 
the children to the Outdoor Classroom and to the 
river; cheering golden hued sports days and reveling 
in the backdrop of Launceston Castle basking in the 
Cornish sun. 
 

Hope does, after all, spring eternal. 
 

Many of my hopes for the term that has just passed 
have certainly been realised: that we would be in the 
new classrooms that are a huge improvement to the 
Cedar Block; that the fitness suite would prove a real 
hit with staff and students; that the energy and pace 
that are features of the daily life of the school would 
continue to inspire me every time I take the short 
commute to St Joseph’s.  
 

The numbers on roll are very positive, and we 
continue to attract interest from parents both far 
and near, and for that my thanks must go to you as 
current parents.  
 

The single greatest strength we have when spreading 
the word about what is best about the school is 
happy parents. Thank you to all who have taken the 
time to pass on the achievements of your children, 
and to let me or my staff know when we have got it 
right, when your children have come home with tales 
of the things that have inspired them, when your 
children are happy, when they come to school with 
the desire to be here and pride of belonging to St 
Joseph’s that shows we are succeeding for them.  
 

Thank you also to those who have let us know when 
it has not been ideal, so we are able to make 
adjustments, and to get it right. Please do keep the 
dialogue open with class teachers, they are the first 
port of call, and it is through their expertise that we 
can ensure we do the best by all. 
The goodbyes at the end of this term are to Miss 
Sophie Stevenson, Mrs Sally Winslade and to Mrs 
Annette Goswell, and we as a school will miss them 

all a great deal. Sophie joined the school in February 
2013, and we all wish her well as she departs for a 
new challenge in a non-school setting. Her positivity, 
kindness and support for pupils and colleagues will 
be much missed, and as Miss Banbury moves into 
Year 1 and 2 in Miss Stevenson’s place she has quite 
some shoes to fill. Mrs Goswell has done an 
excellent job while with us as maternity cover for 
Miss Walker, and has covered the multi-faceted role 
of registrar with great skill and attention to detail. 
Her new employers at Cornwall Council are very 
fortunate indeed to have secured her services. 
 

Mrs Sally Winslade has been at St Joseph’s since 
2006, and in that time has provided innumerable 
meals to the children of St Joseph’s. She has done so 
every day with a smile on her face and with a level of 
positivity and enthusiasm that makes her a huge loss 
to the school. She has been a great asset to St 
Joseph’s, and her ability to work under pressure as a 
real team player marks her out as exceptional. I 
never cease to be amazed by how Mrs Sandercock 
and her staff can serve over 250 people, day in, day 
out, and Mrs Winslade is an integral part of that well
-oiled machine. We shall all miss her greatly and 
wish her luck as she moves on to her next challenge. 
 

Next term brings with it the challenge of GCSE 
examinations, and we are holding revision classes for 
Year 11 during the first two days of the school 
holidays. These days  are invaluable in setting the 
tone for the revision that the pupils need to focus on 
over the break, and my thanks to all staff who have 
signed up for these key sessions. Along with those 
staff who give up their weekends for fixtures, Ten 
Tors, Duke of Edinburgh and those who will be 
returning exhausted but happy from their recent PGL 
trip, it is through their willingness to go the extra 
step that we make such a difference to the children 
of the school. 
 

Looking forward, we have put together a programme 
of works for the school, to ensure that the areas that 
may look a little tired can be spruced up, as well as 
planning upgrades for the catering room and an 
overhaul of the toilets downstairs over the summer. 
Work is ongoing to install the retaining wall which is 
the first stage of regenerating the site of the Cedar 
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Block, and we will be planting on the site to soften the front façade of the new building that is home to the 
classes formerly in the Cedar Block.  
 

The future plans for the school are to maintain our focus on delivering excellent academic results in an 
atmosphere of mutual respect, continuing to upgrade our facilities and to ensure that your children are taught 
in an excellent learning environment and to continue to develop our strategic vision to prepare your children 
for the world they will be entering after St Joseph’s. 
 

At times when the newspapers tell us of such a troubles beyond our daily lives, when it seems turmoil both 
political and social are making the world a place of instability and worry it is even more important that we help 
your children grow to become adults who will be able to make a difference, to provide positive stories both in 
their own lives and those of others. It is important that we take a moment to think both of those whose lives 
both are less fortunate than ours, and those who have recently been affected by the destructive forces that 
seem so prevalent both at home and overseas. We can only hope that the stability and sense of community 
that we are fortunate enough to experience is something that more people enjoy as 2017 continues. 
 

It only remains for me to wish you all, students, parents, staff and Governors, a restful break, and a very happy 

Easter holidays. Do enjoy your time with your families and ensure that you come back to school on the 18th of 

April refreshed and recharged, and ready for the challenges and opportunities that the term will bring. Thank 

you all for your continued support, and I look forward to seeing you all next term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Oliver Scott 

Head Teacher 

headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 



Over fifty pupils from St Joseph’s School participated in the annual Wadebridge Music Festival and won 
individual and group honours in a wide range of categories. This prestigious festival of Music and Speech 
runs for five days and includes speech, brass, choirs, instrumental and vocal competition classes.  
 
The Junior Choir (Years 5 and 6) and the Senior School elite choir Canzonetta both sang beautifully and 
won their classes with distinction. Canzonetta  were also awarded the Townsend Cup and afterwards 
were given a masterclass with the adjudicator, Brian Husband on 'The Bluebird' by Stanford. The 
adjudicator's comments included that Canzonetta featured a "very beautiful, focussed, gentle legato,” 
and telling them that they “engage most effectively, and sing with musicality, expression and poise." 
Praise indeed for a very proud choir. 
 
Many pupils also participated in instrumental and vocal classes. A special mention must go to Ben 
Hodgson who entered the festival for the first time and was awarded the Wadebridge Festival Singer of 
the Year. 
 
Many congratulations to all the pupils who took part and a huge thank you to all the music teachers 
involved and the parents who came along and supported. 
Well done to all of you! 
 
Individual Wadebridge Prizewinners: 
 
Year 4    
Oscar Amankwah    (Piano and Vocal) 
Lowen Courtney-Bridgey (Piano) 
Year 5    
Ben Hodgson    (Vocal) 
Year 7    
Alice  Amankwah    (Piano and Vocal) 
Fallon Gillies    (Piano)  
Year 8   
Darcy Courtney-Bridgey  (Piano and Violin) 
Madeleine Marsh   (Vocal) 
Chloe Smith    (Flute) 
Isabelle Thorns           (Piano and Vocal) 
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6     ZERO TO LANDFILL  

Always looking to make a difference, St Joseph’s pupils have been looking at how we as a school 
could make a positive change to the world we all share. And the shocking recycling fact that for each 
tonne of paper or card made from recycled pulp, 17 trees, 3 cubic yards of landfill, 7000 gallons of 
water, 4200 kWh, 390 gallons of oil are saved and we can prevent 60 pounds of air pollutants  from 
entering the air that we breathe, prompted a major rethink of how the school treats waste. 
 
As a school we had a large amount of paper, food and plastic waste, that was going to landfill. Realis-
ing this really couldn’t continue, The School Council spoke with school Bursar Mr Ian Barton and Es-
tate Manager Mr Alan Thetford, and together they decided to join forces with Devon Contract Waste 
for our recycling and waste management and from February 2017, the school is aiming for a Zero to 
Landfill target. 
 
Pupils and Staff have embraced the initiative: new photocopiers and hi-tech print management soft-
ware mean less paper is being wasted, and now when pupils print from their school provided iPads or 
the ICT suites, they can see the cost, both environmental and financial, of what they print. In addition, 
in the new dining room separate food and waste bins are provided so that the waste is sorted and 
lots of colourful posters remind everyone to think before throwing food waste into the classroom and 
outside bins. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing how much waste is reduced and how we are helping the environ-

ment. A trip to the waste management plant is even planned for members of the School Council, who 

can then feedback to the whole school just how their hard work has helped the world beyond St Jo-

seph’s, a world we all need to work together to preserve, protect and defend. 
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Year 6 are encouraging everyone to 
recycle with some impressive 

posters. 
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Year 4 are upcycling and being  
creative with their old wellies. 
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The U9 Netball Team celebrated their first  victory after  scoring 7  goals 
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Congratulations to the U15 netball team who chose to challenge themselves and play in the U16 
National tournament at Malvern, St. James. The girls arrived rested but ready to play (thank you 
parents!!) They warmed up thoroughly and with 5 hard games ahead started with focus and 
determination against Princethrorpe College. At half time they were neck and neck, the next game 
they won convincingly demonstrating accurate, controlled and skilful netball, after 4 games they 
had won 3 and lost 1. The girls then came up against Hull Collegiate: they rose to the occasion and 
played with even more determination and skill  and this game ended in a draw although it felt like a 
final as the girls gave it their all. Sadly the competition ended here for the girls due to a number of 
injuries but the team supported each other, played extremely well, and should be proud of 
themselves. 
 
Well done to all the team members who were Tillie Cholwill, Tilly Cartwright, Kitty May, Amber 

Quinn, Emma Honey, Ava McDiarmid-Hall, Georgia Bolton, Bella Russell and Molly Barton 
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As an exciting and hands on part of Year 5’s PSHEE curriculum the children visited Launceston Fire Station 
for a ‘Junior Life Skills’ event. 
 
The aim of the event was to promote personal and community safety and this was achieved through 

practical demonstrations, promotional materials and informal discussions. The Exhibitors were the Fire 

Brigade, Road Safety, Western Power, Trading Standards, Railway Safety and the RNLI. All the presenters 

delivered the key PSHEE messages in an interesting, informative and enjoyable learning environment and 

the children benefitted from the time and care the Fire Brigade kindly put in to help them. 
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St Joseph’s Junior School recently held an Easter egg appeal on behalf of the Launceston Food 

Bank. The initial ideas was suggested by Erin Dickson, one of the Year 4 Junior School councillors. 

There was an excellent response from parents and pupils with over 70 Easter eggs being donat-

ed. Pictured here, from left to right, are Charity prefects Isabel Ivell and Charlotte Budgen, Mrs 

Karen Milne, Director of the Launceston Food Bank and school councillor Erin Dickson. 



12  GRANDPARENTS’ TEA  
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On Tuesday 14 March  55 Grandparents  spent a very special  afternoon with their grandchildren 
at St Joseph’s.  

The afternoon began with Years 1 and 2 singing beautifully in the Hall, this was followed by solos 
from Rosanna  Rowe  (Violin ) and Maia Hanbury-Tenison (Piano), both of whom are in Year 11. 

Afternoon tea followed in the Dining Hall with a splendid selection of homemade cakes and the 
children were able to show their grandparents their classrooms and some of their work.  These 

photos are just some of the grandparents who attended. 



Year 4 have been taking part in a 
National Sow and Grow scheme.  

Cress , Carrots and Beans were planted 
in pots that were provided by Sow and 
Grow and each week a “Grower of the 

week is announced”. The class were 
lucky enough to be chosen as  the 

national winners one week . 

14   YEAR 4 SOW AND GROW 
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  FOSSILS AND DINOSAURS   15 

Year 6 have been learning all about ‘Fossils and Dinosaurs’ as part of their Topic work this term. They 
have enjoyed learning about the fascinating creatures that inhabited the Earth and have studied the 
main epochs of fossils. The children created some lovely art work including reflective dinosaur pictures 
and press-printing as well as making their own fossils during their recent school trip to the Royal Corn-
wall Museum in Truro. 
In order to further enhance their learning Year 6 were very fortunate to be given a rather large dinosaur 
kit that had to be coloured in and built. The end result was very impressive and after a class vote the 
name ‘Grammarsaurous’ was chosen. The class thoroughly enjoyed showing him around the school. 
A lovely end to the topic, well done Year 6! 



16   NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
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As part of National Science Week and Project 

Science 500, STEM Ambassador, Mr Gibb gave 

an inspiring talk on how Science had affected his 

life. 

 
Mr  Tailyour gave an impressive demonstration  

to Junior Assembly and then Years 3 to 6 

attended some Robotic Workshops 
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In conjunction with Queen’s University, Belfast, and Librarian, Mrs Kathryn Warren,  Years 3 
to 6 are taking part in Project Science 500.  (500 is the Dewey Number for Science).  
 
The project is to encourage children to read science books and take part in science activities 
and they are awarded stickers according to their level of participation. 
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18  THE EASTER STORY  

Years 1 and 2 watched a re-enactment of the 

Easter Story by local group “The Open Book”. 

The group were in school to bring the story to 

life and certainly had the children  engaged, 
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As part of World Book Week, Illustrator 
Susie Bond visited the Library and spent 
time with the Junior School pupils. She 
explained how she would be presented 
with a story and  she devised the pictures,  
taking  her inspiration from what she saw 
around her or objects in her own home. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Susie demonstrated her skills and shared her knowledge of how books proceed from initial idea 
to publication especially The Tales of Edwick Farm, the story of a Bear that she recently illustrat-
ed. In the afternoon there was an opportunity for budding authors to write and illustrate their 
own books and create a mini library for a World Book Week display. 



20  WORLD BOOK DAY 
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A wonderful World Book Day was held at the school on Thursday 2nd March.  In addition to celebrating 
the rich and varied world of books, the day also gave us the opportunity to raise funds for the charity 
Book Aid International. This charity provides books for libraries in schools and villages in some of the 
poorest areas of Africa and certainly makes a difference to the education of many children. As a school, St 
Joseph’s managed to raise over £150 to provide books for schools in Africa, a sum that will make a 
valuable difference to the lives of all those who will now be provided with books when they would not 
have access otherwise. 
 
Parents, students and staff all worked hard to produce a stunning array of costumes depicting many 
different characters from their favourite books. St Joseph’s is almost unique in that pupils from Nursery to 
Year 11 all take part. With lessons being taught by Dumbledore, Mr Strong, Where’s Wally, the Very 
Hungry Caterpillar and the BFG (amongst others) the day was one of smiles and fun underpinned by 
charitable work encouraging global literacy.   
 
The winners were: 
 
Nursery              Skye Gilbert                     What the Ladybird Heard 
Reception                Edward Warren                   Plop  (The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark) 
Year 1                       Lili Shaw                       Sophie  (The BFG) 
Year 2                       Isobel Willingham               The Snail and the Whale 
Year 3                        Theo Felcey                          Mr Tumnus  (The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe) 
                             Marlon Bhatti                       Snufkin  (The Moomins) 
Year 4                        Ellora Garcia                         The Demon Dinner Ladies  
Year 5                      Jem Hanbury-Tenison        TinTin 
Year 6                    Phoebe Scott                    Mary Poppins 
Year 7            Jolyon Malin              Robin Hood 
                       Tallulah Thomas                   Tin Man  (The Wizard of Oz) 
Year 8                 Olivia Collings                     Dorothy   (The Wizard of Oz) 
Year9             Lucy Dickson                      Smee  (Peter Pan) 
                             Liberty Scott                     Cindy Lou  (Dr Seuss)) 
Year 10                  The Whole Year Group as  The Dictionary 
Year 11                  Maia Hanbury-Tenison       Miss Havisham   (Great Expectations) 
 Overall winners     Year 7                                     The Wizard of Oz 
 
All pupils also received a World Book Day token to purchase one of the specially produced World Book 
Day publications. Congratulations to all on a very enjoyable day that supports some very important work 
in developing countries. 
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Year 2 were presented with their nursing 
certificates after successfully caring for their 

patients. The year group demonstrated excellent 
bedside manners, and went home with all toys 

having been given clean bills of health. 

22  NURSING 
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS   23 

Year 11 created models exploring the complex web of characters and character relationships in the novel 
Great Expectations with a difference: they were using marshmallows and BBQ skewers. They had to label 
the skewers with post it notes to make links between all the characters and come up with a novel, and 
delicious, understanding of Dickens’ classic novel.  This activity formed part of their revision for English 
Literature GCSE  (and they were allowed to eat the marshmallows at the end of the lesson!) 



24   SPEECH AND DRAMA 
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On Thursday 2nd March 2017 many children from year 4-6 together with two senior pupils, sat 
their Trinity College London Speech and Drama exams. The children had been rehearsing hard 
over the weeks leading up to their exam under the expertise of Mrs Lucy Gordon-Clarke.  
Performances included extracts from Lewis Carroll’s Alice Through the Looking Glass and Lizzie 
Dripping by  Helen Cresswell. There was also a performance by our Year 6 pupils entitled “The 
Bonkers Plot” for which they wrote the script themselves, as well as an extract from Twelfth 
Night by our two senior pupils Madeleine Marsh and Chloe Smith. The quality of their 
performances was excellent and congratulations go to all pupils, every one of whom achieved 
either a merit or distinction.  
 
Year 3   
Eve Blay, Poppy Oliver,  
 
Year 4 
Freyja Malin, Hollie Shute,  Phoebe Blatchford-Cooper, Erin Dickson, Max Green, Oscar 
Amankwah, Evie Mogford, Lowen Courtney-Bridgey, Ella Hodgson, Sophie Renfree 
 
Year 5 
Louisa Smith, Olivia Shute, Georgia Gilbert, Martha Weymouth, Rosemary Renfree, Kelly Lam, 
Ella Shaw, China Bunyard, Jack Woods and Benjamin Hodgson 
 
Year 6 
Brontë Stevens, Angelia Setiawan, Harvey Holmes, Oliver Goodwin, Liam Brent, Daniel Altaan, 
Katie Heard, Isabel Ivell, Rosy Ivell 
 
Year 8 
Madeleine Marsh, Chloe Smith 
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 26   WEAVING 
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The school has kindly been given a 
table top loom by Mrs Celine 
Turner, Millie Turner's grandmoth-
er.  This is fantastic addition to the 
Textiles department and will give 
the children an opportunity to see 
real weaving in action.  
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Mrs Kathryn Macaulay, Deputy Head  at St Joseph’s recently wrote this article for A+ Education Magazine 
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Will Heard 
 
Will has had an amazing end to his Under 12’s season 
ranked 27 in the UK with a win in Bristol and Ivybridge at 
Grade 3 U12’s and Grade 4 U16’s respectively as well as 
being presented with the Launceston Tennis Club U18 
Junior Boys Trophy in February.  Coached by James Brobin 
and committing many hours himself both on the court and 
off the court with his new personal fitness coach Rod Peres, 
he looks forward to a very busy summer season.  Will has 
been invited to play for the U14 and U18 County Teams as 
well as the Launceston Men’s First Team.  This will be in 
addition to his individual competitions as he moves up to 
play in the next age category (under 14’s) in April. 

Brontë Stevens 

Brontë and her pony Southcroft Pimms came sixth in 
the Great Trethew Point to Point pony race. This Is 
only the second time they have taken part in this type 
of event is an outstanding result. 
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Holly Kerslake 

 

Holly was selected to ride for Team GB in Keysoe CDI with  Zorro  
A huge achievement, and her international debut was very suc-
cessful  as she was placed 3rd, 4th and 9th  against some very 
strong competition. 

She has also now  had confirmation of her selection as part of 
the team competing in  Belgium  in April 

Congratulations Holly. 

 

Holly Whale  
 
Holly plays euphonium for the Camborne Youth Brass Band. On  the 11th March they took part in the West of 
England Regional Brass Band contest, held at the Riviera Centre in Torquay. There were 5 sections competing 
over the weekend. Bands have already been graded and compete in their own section against bands from all 
over the West of England for a chance to play at the National Brass Band finals in Cheltenham and be named 
the National Champions.  
 
Camborne Youth Brass Band 
were in the second section 
and competed against bands 
comprising of mainly adults. 
There were 17 bands in their 
section and although 
Camborne Youth Brass Band 
were not placed in the top 
two and therefore go to the 
National Finals, they were 
placed 5th, an amazing 
achievement for the 
youngsters which will see 
them staying in the second 
section. Now they are busy 
preparing pieces ready to 
make their first ever visit up 
to Yorkshire in May to take 



 

 


