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Learning Support

Assessment and Referral
Pupils who are thought to have Special Educational Needs are identified and assessed as early and as thoroughly as is possible and necessary.
Referral can come from a multitude of sources e.g
· Subject teachers request
· Pupil self request
· Parental request
· G.P request
· Following information from previous school
· Following blanket testing of Year 4,6,7,9 pupils( CATS)
· Following diagnostic tests
· Following SEN tracking and observing individual pupils in lessons.
Early identification, assessment and provision for any SEN child are very important for the following reasons:
· It can minimise the difficulties that can be encountered when intervention and provision occur
· It can maximise the likely positive response of the child
· It can allow for temporary learning difficulty to be overcome and for the future learning to be unaffected
The school endeavours to assess, identify and intervene as far as possible within the limits of the resources.
Some pupils will receive support in the classroom and some will be withdrawn for more individual help in the SEN area.
We ensure that our pupils Special Educational Needs are known to other school and Colleges to which they may be transferred.
During the admission process students are given various tests which will highlight specific difficulties that can be further investigated.
Blanket testing of Year 4,6,7 and 9 pupils using CATS which looks at verbal and non-verbal ability, will also show up difficulties.

The process of Identification, Assessment and Provision
The school’s core curriculum is inclusive and differentiated and thereby allows most pupils to achieve their potential without additional support, i.e the curriculum is based on the principle of:
· Setting suitable learning challenges
· Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs
· Overcoming potential barriers to learning.
Testing

All pupils causing concern will have completed tests in reading, comprehension and spelling and also a non-verbal reading test.
Very low scores in each of these areas will indicate where extra help, or at least, further investigation is required.
Discrepancies between non-verbal, verbal and spelling ages also highlight specific areas for focus. Pupils with more severe difficulties will complete diagnostic tests to indicate more specific areas of difficulty and guide the learning support tutor in planning and implementing an appropriate programme.

The process of Identification, Assessment and Provision.
There are sometimes circumstances in which additional / different action is needed, if pupils with special educational needs are to make adequate progress.
A process for identification, assessment and provision in accordance with the Code of Practice has been established. This process recognises that there is a continuum of special Educational Needs and that the majority of SEN pupils lie at the School Action Stage.
Stage 1 – School Action
The subject specialist, form teacher or SEN teacher identifies a pupil with Special Educational Needs; information is collected and initial action is taken to address the identified special educational needs. There is discussion with the parents at this stage. The SENCO takes responsibility for monitoring and managing the pupils SEN provision. The SENCO  liaises closely with the pupil’s teachers and parents/ guardians.
· At school action if any additional support is deemed necessary then Individual Education Plans (IEP) are drawn up for each pupil and progress is reviewed regularly.
· During School Action the school will if necessary call in the help of external agencies.
Stage 2 – Action Plus
If regular support in monitoring and delivering the SEN provision for an individual child from outside agencies and other specialists the process has then moved to school action plus.
Stage 3 – Statement of Special Educational Needs
This is when the Local Education Authority ( LEA) considers the need for a statutory assessment and may make an interdisciplinary assessment if this is deemed necessary.
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