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IN THIS ISSUE  

I cannot quite believe we are at the end of what has been an exci�ng, exhilara�ng and, at �mes, exhaus�ng first 

half term as Headteacher here at St Joseph’s. This term has seen fixtures, team building at Siblyback, Dean’s and 

Bishop’s awards, Duke of Edinburgh, Open Evenings, Parents Evenings, Friends events, Year 8 and 9 camping on 

the school field, Harvest Fes�val, European Day of Languages, Speech and Drama examina�ons, Open Morning 

and AEernoon, Y10 What Next evening, the Careers Fair, trips to Lawrence house and Bridgerule, GCSE Art  

Modera�on, taster days, new pupils star�ng and all manner of exci�ng school and lesson events.  

 

Even as I write this I can hear Junior School rehearsals for Aladdin, and Mrs Mann working her magic with the 

Wind Band. It never fails to amaze me just what we fit into a school week, let alone a half term. 

And it is all down to the �reless efforts of the outstanding staff, pupils and parents that make the school what it 

is today. My thanks to all who have found �me in the morning to pass on words of encouragement, and praise to 

the teachers for all the great things we have going on. Do let Mr Gonella and I know if you have any comments or 

concerns – we try to be available every morning in the foyer. 

 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to every member of staff for the posi�ve approach at the start of this, 

the school’s second century. As one example, Mrs Heard and Ms Colwill have dealt with everything we have 

asked of them with a degree of calmness and control that is remarkable to see given the nature of their jobs – 

without such support from everyone who comes to school to work or to learn my job would be unmanageable. 

 

The children are �red and very deserving of their holidays. From here, we head into winter with Christmas, carols 

and pantomimes to look forward to. Although I can look ahead at the calendar and know of forthcoming events, 

it is the daily surprises, achievements and successes that make St Joseph’s so special. Some of those successes 

are recorded in these pages, but every child experiences success every day, and it is the chance to share in these 

that makes my job worthwhile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver ScoI 

Head Teacher 

headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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A huge thank you for all the good wishes, giEs and dona�ons towards the beau�ful Dar�ngton Crystal Bowl. I will 

treasure it as I will the memories of my �me at St Josephs, both as teacher and Head. 

 

My message to the pupils at prize giving remains. 

 

 

• ACT, THINKING, INTENDING, DREAMING IS NOT ENOUGH. Act put in place the building blocks to achieve 

your aim. 

• FAIL, FAIL AND FAIL AGAIN but beIer. Part of the ISI inspec�on now looks at evidence of grit and resilience 

in pupils. Failing is how we learn to be brave enough to come back stronger and achieve more. 

• TRUST YOURSELF. Keep focused on your own track, be kind to yourself and others but follow your passion. 

 

I have worked with many fine, passionate, skilled teachers and I thank them too for their friendship and 

determina�on to use their exper�se to the benefit of each and every pupil. 

The support staff: admin, registrar, catering, cleaners, drivers and teaching assistants have all played their vital 

part in the success of St Joseph’s. 

The Governing Body have used their strengths to further the progress of the school, led by Chair Margaret 

Warren, who is also totally commiIed to St Joseph’s. 

And finally, you the parents. I have been so fortunate to have such support and trust from you. All of us at St 

Joseph’s realise how precious that trust is. We all share your passion for educa�on and the choices that this can 

provide in later life. St Joseph’s provides a rounded educa�on where developing confidence and the values of 

kindness and respect for others are paramount. 

The Centenary Celebra�ons are over but I am sure “The St Joseph’s Effect” will remain under Mr ScoI’s 

leadership and that the school will con�nue to develop and thrive. 

My best wishes to you all and a successful academic year in 2015-2016 

 

 

 

Sue Rowe 

Head Teacher from 2011-2015 
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Students at St Joseph’s School, Launceston have been celebra�ng an excellent set of GCSE results with over 1/3 

of exams passed at A and A* grades. Last year, St Joseph’s welcomed its first mixed cohort into Year 11, meaning 

this is the first GCSE year group of boys and girls. 

Over 96% of students achieved 5 or more A* – C grades including Maths and English. Given that the School does 

not set an entrance examina�on to join, this is a truly remarkable performance. 

Headmaster Mr Oliver ScoI said “I am delighted to see that this, our first mixed cohort, has maintained our rep-

uta�on for academic excellence. There are some fantas�c individual performances, and the fact that across the 

year group one in every three results was at A or A* is a source of huge pride. We welcome students of all abili-

�es, and with great changes taking place with GCSEs na�onally, it is very pleasing to see con�nued success here 

at St Joseph’s.” 

Nearly half the students achieved 3 or more A/A* grades. These were Triffie Axworthy, James Barton, Lauren 

Bryant, Johannis Clifford-Flower, Zola Courtney-Bridgey, Jay Innes, Torin Gillies, Tessa Hansford, Bethany  

Leighfield, India Preston and JJ Young with Emma Gillard, who joined St Joseph’s in the Junior School, achieving 

an outstanding set of results with 13 A/A* grades. 

Results day is also a chance to reflect on all that the students have achieved more widely during their �me at St 

Joseph’s, moving from enthusias�c children into young adults. A huge well done to the class of 2015. 

St Joseph’s School is delighted that once again our combina�on of an excellent curriculum and outstanding  

pastoral care has allowed every individual, regardless of ability, to succeed. St Joseph’s is now fully co-

educa�onal from Nursery to GCSE with an almost equal balance of boys and girls. 



St Joseph’s School has been celebra�ng its centenary this year. The celebra�ons began in March 2015 when the 

school held a service at The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene, where pupils and staff joined together for 

songs, readings and prayers. Over the first weekend of July crowds of people joined the celebra�ons at St 

Joseph’s School, marking the school’s 100
th

 anniversary. Current pupils, past pupils, families, staff, Governors 

and friends all aIended the celebra�ons making the weekend one to remember. 

On Friday 3
rd

 July past pupils and staff were welcomed to the school to enjoy a trip down memory lane. 

Reuni�ng with old friends, touring the school and mee�ng the pupils, all whilst enjoying a cream tea. Visitors had 

the chance to reflect on their �me at St Joseph’s and enjoyed a display of old photographs and uniform kindly 

organised by the current librarian Mrs Kathryn Warren. It was lovely to see so many former pupils come back 

and tell their stories. 

On Saturday 4
th

 July the weather was extremely kind and the school was buzzing with families and friends of St 

Joseph’s. The day started with music by Company B, a 7 piece jump jive band, followed by the school band which 

included Zola Courtney-Bridgey, Celyn Ensell-Bowen and teacher Mike Osborne. Specially arranged train rides 

took place throughout the day on the Launceston Steam Railway, courtesy of Deputy Head Teacher Lis Mann and 

her husband Jonathan. There were tug of war compe��ons, cricket matches and an Alumni netball match which 

took place on the school’s new all-weather pitch. Throughout the day, there was lots going on for all the family 

including school tours, face pain�ng, circus skills, games, beer tent, BBQ and food stalls, to name a few. 

Something for everyone! Special thanks go to all those who helped make the event possible: Governors, staff 

and parents. 

Later in the aEernoon, aEer Lis Mann had finished her train du�es, she organised a Chamber Choir reunion in 

the marquee on the school field which was wonderful. A huge gathering of past and current pupils got together 

to sing some of their favourite songs. The day events concluded with an exci�ng duck race in the River Kensey! 

The Friends of St Joseph’s School then took over the marquee and with a quick transforma�on the Centenary 

Ball took place! The marquee looked fabulous and the sun was s�ll shining which meant arrival drinks could take 

place outside enjoying the 

view of the river. The silent 

auc�on and tree of promises 

was a huge success raising 

over £3,500 for the school.  

Thank you to all the local 

businesses who donated to 

this event. A special thank you 

must go to parent Sally Harvey 

who organised the ball with 

her small team of volunteers. 
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Things have changed considerably at St 

Joseph’s over those 100 years and as part of 

the celebra�on we asked past and present 

pupils and staff for their thoughts about ‘What 

St Joseph’s School means to me’ here are a 

few of their ideas: 

Past pupil Di Snow: ‘I have very happy 

memories and I have St Joseph’s to thank for 

making me the independent person I am 

today’ 

Year 11 pupil Zola: ‘St Joseph’s has been my 

home for the past 13 years. It is a place where 

I have learned who I am, and has taught me 

everything I know. It has always supported me 

and for that I will be forever grateful. The 

people at St Joseph’s are my family and I will 

be sad leaving them behind when I start the 

next chapter of my life.’ 

Year 9 pupil Robert: ‘St Joseph’s is a place where everyone is treated equally and there is a special link between 

students, teachers and parents, which makes it a very safe and friendly place to be. All of the teachers want us to 

succeed in whatever we do. 

Staff member Ruth: ‘I’m very lucky: I love coming to work. The umbrella of friendliness and kindness combined 

with hearing the children’s 

laughter makes it a fab place 

to be.’ 

The school would like to 

thank all who were involved 

in the celebra�ons and those 

who aIended. We hope that 

the school will con�nue to 

thrive and go from strength 

to strength. More photos can 

be found on our Facebook 

page! 
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St Joseph’s School choir, an energe�c group of young people from Launceston in Cornwall, have recently 

returned from an ac�on-packed 6-day tour to Venice and Lido di Jesolo (24
th

-29
th

 July). With three performances 

scheduled at three stunning venues across the Vene�an islands, the choir of 38 landed on Italian soil, ready and 

raring to go – scales, arpeggios and all! 

Following a leisurely day spent soaking up the culture and character of the stunning ‘City of Water’, strolling 

through cobbled streets, over quaint bridges and alongside winding canals, the choir set up at Piazza Milano in 

Lido di Jesolo for their first performance. Charming audiences with their repertoire, the choir started the tour as 

they meant to go on – with spirit and enthusiasm! 

The following day, the group set out to explore the surrounding ‘floa�ng worlds’ of the Ven�an Lagoon. DriEing 

through the brightly-coloured streets of Venice’s neighbouring archipelagos, Murano and Burano, the group 

enjoyed a taste of Vene�an life away from the hustle and bustle before seZng off to their next port of call, and 

performance venue number two, Piazza San Marco. 

The highlight for the group was undoubtedly the chance to take part in Mass at the iconic St Mark’s Basilica. 

Assembling in St Mark’s Square, the pinnacle of Venice’s grandeur, 38 excitable students made their way 

through the entrance of the Basilica, masking fluIers of nerves, to the main alter. 

Performing to a full congrega�on at Sunday evening Mass, the choir were overwhelmed by the privilege of 

singing in such an esteemed building and to such a large and apprecia�ve audience. Raising their harmonious 

voices to the Basilica’s golden ceiling, the choir delighted the congrega�on with their rendi�ons of ‘The Lamb’, 

‘God Be in My Head’, ‘Hodie’ and ‘Gaudete Piae Can�ones’. Owing to the sheer excitement of performing in 

such a pres�gious venue, the choir’s Director of Music, Lis Mann, proudly stated: ‘I think we sang the best we’ve 

ever sung’. Humbled by a hear[elt applause at the end of their final item, the choir even got a ‘thumbs up’ from 

the Priest at the end of their performance (that can’t be an everyday occurrence!). The experience of singing in 

such an ‘awe-inspiring building with such an amazing acous�c’ is something that the choir will, according to Mrs 

Mann, ‘remember for the rest of their lives’. ‘It was’, she con�nued, ‘a very emo�onal experience for every 

single one of them’. 
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From Basilica to bandstand, the choir’s final performance of the 

tour took place at Piazza Marconi. AIrac�ng a great deal of 

interest from tourists and locals, passers-by stopped to enjoy 

the choir’s gentle melodies and fine-tuned harmonies. A 

fortunately-�med rainfall ushered yet more people into the 

bandstand who, cap�vated by the choir’s beau�ful sound, 

stayed even aEer the rain had ceased. Elated with the response 

they received, Mrs Mann concluded: ‘It was a brilliant venue 

and we would thoroughly recommend it!’. Suffice to say, St 

Joseph’s School choir went out on a high-note and a beau�fully 

harmonised one at that! 

Mrs Mann was delighted with the fully-rounded i�nerary as 

‘every day brought something new’. From water tours of the 

Grand Canal to water fun at Aqualandia, the group enjoyed a 

number of exci�ng excursions and consequently ‘found it 

difficult to make up their minds as to what they enjoyed most’. 

The group even headed over to Verona, the ancient corner of 

the Veneto region, to discover the city’s fascina�ng medieval 

history. 

Delighted with the en�re experience, Mrs Mann spoke very 

highly of its organisa�on: ‘Stunningly organised, wonderful hotel 

and performance venues, fantas�c excursions, superb courier 

and service from 

Rayburn Tours – a 

simply awe-inspiring 

and magical 

experience for all of 

us!’ 

Tour operated by 

Rayburn Tours 

(rayburntours.com) 



On the 25
th

 September the children at St Joseph’s Junior School held their annual harvest fes�val. It was 

extremely well aIended by parents, and the children treated them to a variety of poems, songs and even a 

harvest rap! Following that the harvest loaf baked by Year 5 was presented. They were then given an 

interes�ng short talk by a representa�ve from the Launceston Food Bank about their work. 

10                     HARVEST FESTIVAL  
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Pictured here are Karen Milne 

from the Launceston Food Bank 

with chari�es prefects Catherine 

Finn & Mary Dowling in front of 

the generous dona�ons given by 

pupils from the school. 
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St Joseph’s School has an impressive reputa�on both within the South West and beyond for providing its pupils 

with an outstanding educa�on, enabling them to achieve their poten�al and providing them with a firm 

founda�on for life. 

In the Nursery and Recep�on Class (3, 4 and 5 year olds) our very experienced, caring teachers provide the 

readiness for learning that gives our pupils the head start they need for success. The bright, s�mula�ng 

environment offers a wealth of opportuni�es for all styles of learning and interest. 

All lessons are planned carefully to meet the individual needs of our pupils whilst ensuring that a high element of 

fun and enjoyment are at the heart of all our learning. Many lessons in Nursery and Recep�on are taught by 

specialist teachers and full use is made of all the resources in the main school. 

Mrs Smith is our specialist Music teacher who works with Nursery and Recep�on Class in the Junior Music room, 

where the children have access to a wide range of musical instruments. 

‘French for All’ is taught weekly by our French teacher and they have 3 PE lessons a week, one of which is 

swimming. 

Interac�ve Story Time is held in the library once a week by our School Librarian. This is an ac�ve session which 

provides our pupils with a most enjoyable opportunity for developing their reading and wri�ng skills. 

Outdoor school which takes place every week with our specially trained Early Years Outdoor 

Educa�onalist Mrs Bolt. During the school day pupils also have the op�on to access ballet classes, tennis 

coaching and music lessons. 

We warmly invite you to visit St Joseph’s School to see for yourself the outstanding opportuni�es and head start 

to learning our Nursery and Recep�on class can offer your child. 
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The Inter-Schools NSEA Arena Even�ng & Dressage South West 

Qualifiers was held at Bicton Arena on Sunday 4
th

 October 2015 

and aIracted schools from as far as Wiltshire and South Wales. 

Arena Even�ng is a course of show jumps and cross country 

jumps in a grass arena and is judged on style as well as successful 

jumping of the  

obstacles. 

Three pupils from St 

Joseph’s School  

entered this year. 

Bronte Stevens Year 5 

entered the Prelim 14 

Dressage Test riding 

Pimms, Daniella  

Stevens Year 6 entered 

the Arena Even�ng on 

Mack and Holly 

Kerslake (Year 7) competed her new ride Poppy in the Novice 27 

and Elementary 42 Dressage Tests. 

With over 400 entries the girls all rode brilliantly with Holly bea�ng a huge field to secure a qualifying place at 

the Na�onal Championships at Addington, Buckinghamshire 23-25
th

 October. Holly is no stranger of  

championships and major compe��ons having competed her other ride Doci at their first Interna�onal  

Compe��on riding for Great Britain at Hickstead in July. 

To compete in any 

equestrian discipline 

takes a huge amount 

of work and involves 

con�nual training 

throughout the year 

in all weathers (but 

mostly wind and rain) 

so it is a testament to 

these pupils to be  

flying the St Joseph’s 

flag at such a high 

level. 



14        YEAR 7 TEAM BUILDING 

On Thursday 10th September St Joseph’s Year 7 pupils spent a day at Siblyback Lake taking part in team building 

ac�vi�es as part of their introduc�on to the Senior School. 

 

This provided a great opportunity for the Year 7 group, consis�ng of a mix of pupils who have come through the 

Junior School, from other Primary Schools and other Independent schools. It gave them the chance to join 

together to support and challenge each other in a variety of situa�ons both on dry land and on the water. 

 

Special thanks go to the team at Siblyback Lake and St Joseph’s staff who helped them have such an enjoyable 

day.  

 
Some of these pupils will be continuing the outdoor education experience as part of the Sailing Club which is held 
at Roadford Lake during the Autumn Term. 
 
Pictured are the Year 7 pupils enjoying the sunshine at Siblyback Lake.  
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On Wednesday 23
rd

 September St Joseph’s School hosted an U11 Netball Tournament on the all-weather pitch. 

Six local schools took part in the annual friendly netball tournament. The emphasis of the aEernoon was  

improving play and developing understanding of the game. St Joseph’s Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE PE pupils  

umpired the matches which allowed school coaches to encourage the teams. 

Mrs Jane Gardner, Head of PE at St Joseph’s said ‘The weather was very kind and the event was well supported 

by parents and families. I am proud of how all the pupils played with enthusiasm and encouraged each other 

throughout the aEernoon.’ 



16               CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of St Joseph’s School will be holding its annual 
Christmas Fayre on  

Saturday 21st November from 10am – 1pm. 

Stalls are available for local businesses at just £20 per table. 
To book please email  

christmasfayre@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

There will be something for everyone at our  
Christmas Fayre so do bring your friends and family along 

with you. 

Santa’s Grotto, Tombola Stands, Refreshments (including 
cake, hot food, mulled wine, mince pies), Game Competitions, 
Musical Entertainment, Prize Raffle Draw, Face Painting and 

lots more. 

More details will follow soon. 
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18       ESAA CROSS COUNTRY 

Twenty-three St Joseph’s pupils competed in the ESAA Area Cross Country event held at Mount Kelly on 

Thursday 8
th

 October. Over 200 pupils took part over four events; distances ran ranged from 2,400m to 
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4,200m. We had five pupils who finished in the top 25 of their event with the standout performer being 

Michael Barton who finished 7th in the intermediate boys category. Congratula�ons to all who took part. 



20              OPEN DAYS 
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22         RECEPTION CLASS 2015   
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This is the new Recep�on class at St Joseph’s School, Launceston. This term they are learning ‘All About Me’ and 

exploring how their bodies work and how to keep themselves fit and healthy. The children are enjoying their 

busy days at school including outdoor learning in ‘Orchard School’, swimming, music and French lessons. Well 

done to them all for making such a super start to the year! 

Headmaster Mr Oliver ScoI said “Congratula�ons to our Recep�on Class on such a fantas�c start to the year. 

It’s lovely to see the next genera�on of St Joseph’s students having such a  

posi�ve start to the term. I’m looking forward to seeing them progress through the school.” 
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On 10th September we welcomed back a teacher who taught English, Maths and Biology at St Joseph’s in the 

1960s. 

Margaret Walsh taught at St Joseph’s for eight years before moving to Ireland in 1970. 

It was lovely to welcome her back to school today with her daughter and two sons. They enjoyed a tour of the 

school with two of our Year 9 pupils and had the chance to meet the current pupils and staff. 

It was great to hear about her �me at St Joseph’s and for her to see how the school has changed and progressed 

over the years. 

This was Margaret’s first visit back to Launceston since 1970. Pictured below is Margaret and her children. 

 

Following her visit to St Joseph’s Margaret very kindly donated £100  to the school. This will be put towards a 

commemora�ve centenary plaque. Thank you Margaret.  
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Every so oEen we have the pleasure of seeing our children here at St Joseph’s give up their �me and money in 

order to make a difference to the life of a child less fortunate than themselves. Sapphire BhaZ in Year 5 is one 

such child. Last Saturday, Sapphire had 11.5″ (36 grams) of her long hair plaited and cut off to donate to the 

LiIle Princess Trust in order that it could be made into wigs for boys and girls who have lost their hair through 

treatment for cancer and similar illnesses. 

Wigs are chosen to match the child’s original hair as closely as possible. It can be really trauma�c for any one, let 

alone a child, to lose their hair, so this giE makes a real difference to a child who is facing the challenges of can-

cer. 

The Trust gives the wigs to the children for free, and wigs made from donated hair don’t cost the Trust any mon-

ey. However, if the right sort of wig cannot be found for a child, then the Trust will buy one so that every child 

who needs a wig can have one. The wigs that are bought cost around £350 each, a cost carried by the Trust, not 

the child or their family. In addi�on to dona�ng her hair, Sapphire would like to raise enough money to buy a 

wig (or two?). 

We are all very proud of Sapphire and 

what she has done. If you would like to 

support her, please visit 

www.justgiving.com/Joanne-BhaZ/ 
where you can donate whatever you feel 

able. Thanks for your support!   
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In the Summer term, for the fourth year running, the senior music department held a compe��on to find the 

‘St Joseph’s Young Musician of the Year’. Anyone in the senior school who was at least Grade 5 standard or 

above - whatever their year group, was invited to play two contras�ng pieces on their instrument, which  

included voice. We invited parents to watch, and had the most fantas�c morning, listening to some really in-

credible talent from all our musicians: Year 7: Lucy Rowe (Voice), Cordelia Wood (Voice), Y8: Holly Whale 

(Descant Recorder and Euphonium), Cathryn Nuta (Treble Recorder and Tenor Horn), CharloIe Nuta (Cornet); 

Year 9:  Rosanna Rowe (Voice); Year 11: Torin Gillies (Voice). 

 

We invited David Robinson once again to adjudicate for us, which was really exci�ng. David is an extremely  

experienced musician, who amongst his other posi�ons, is an Associated Board Examiner. He was also a  

Professor at the Royal Academy of Music. As always, his adjudica�on was outstanding and he was able to give 

the compe�tors excellent and very detailed feedback on their performances. He also said that he felt that the 

standard was even more impressive this year. Rosanna Rowe was declared the St Joseph’s ‘Young Musician of 

the Year’ following her two stunning performances  of I dreamed a dream and Love never dies. 

on a sunny day.  



 26        SCHOLARSHIP DAY 
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St Joseph’s student spends a week’s work  

experience at French Town Hall. 
Triffie Axworthy, a year 11 student from St Joseph’s School spent a week of her summer  

holidays working at an ‘Hôtel de Ville’, to improve her knowledge of French and find out more about the 

role of the Town Hall in France. Triffie stayed with a local family in the town of Bourg de Péage in the Rhône

-Alpes region in south-eastern France, where she  

thoroughly enjoyed being immersed in the French language and culture. Triffie worked alongside two em-

ployees who made her feel very welcome and were impressed with Triffie’s posi�ve approach and curiosity. 

Triffie’s work experience was men�oned in the local paper, where she was quoted in perfect French! Need-

less to say Triffie achieved an A* in her GCSE French and is now studying the subject at A-level. Triffie has 

always enjoyed foreign travel and her work experience has reaffirmed her desire to find a job where she 

can use her French language skills. 
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Congratula�ons to Year 3 pupil, 

Beth Sobey, who is Cornwall and 

Devon side saddle summer points 

champion.  

 

She went on to compete at the  

Na�onals at Addington in August. 

Again trying her best with the best 

in the country.  
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It's been a busy summer for Holly Whale, Year 9 student at St Joseph’s. She started the summer with a week in 

Derby playing euphonium with the Na�onal Children's Brass Band of GB. A couple of weeks later she spent a 

week playing trombone with Her Majesty's Band of the Royal Marines culmina�ng in a fantas�c concert in the 

sunshine at Benodet park Torpoint. She took part in Exmouth entertainment contest with Camelford town band 

followed by a concert with the NCBBGB in Bridgewater hall Manchester a few day's later before finishing the 

week by playing in a concert with world renowned tuba player Les Neish at the Penventon hotel Redruth.  

 

In between all of this were many rehearsals with Camborne Junior Contes�ng Band in prepara�on for the Na-

�onal Brass Band finals in Cheltenham which took place on the weekend of 19/20th September. Camborne qual-

ified for the finals in the 3rd sec�on earlier this year but as a band with 75% of their players being under 18 they 

were going to have their work cut out for them playing against bands with much older and more experienced 

players. The test piece announced for the 3rd sec�on was Graces of love by Oliver Waespi and it had a beau�ful 

solo for the euphonium to play. An amazing opportunity for Holly but a lot of prac�ce. On Saturday 19th Cam-

borne JCB travelled up to Cheltenham ready for the contest on Sunday and aEer an evening rehearsal tried to 

get a good nights sleep.  

 

The day started early with the bus leaving for our last rehearsal at 6.45am. The sec�on was due to start at 9.30 

and Camborne were drawn to play 14th out of 18 bands and at just aEer 1pm it was our turn to play. We went 

out and played our very best , we were all pleased including our conductor and the audience seemed to enjoy it 

listening to the applause they gave us but it was up to the 2 judges in the tent . AEer a nervous couple of hours it 

was �me for the results.... 6th... 5th....4th....3rd. ....2nd ...Camborne Junior Contes�ng Band, we couldn't believe 

it , lots of screaming, smiles , claps on the back and jumping up and down. All our hard work had paid off . Now 

to start work on the test piece to qualify for next year which will be even more work as from January we have 

been promoted to 2nd sec�on.  

 

To finish the summer engagements off , Camborne JCB played 

for the official opening of the new fire sta�on at Tolvaddon by 

the Duke of Kent, whilst we played the rescue services put on a  

rescue demonstra�on before the brand new Cornwall air  

ambulance landed , another memorable experience.  
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 The summer term was extremely busy for the senior musicians.  As well as our annual private pupils’ concerts 

(one for Year 7 and 8, and other for Years 9 to 11), the Girls’ Chamber Choir has taken part in a joint concert at 

Milton AbboI Parish Church with the Launceston Male Voice Choir and in the same week, gave its annual Leav-

ers’ concert in aid of the Children’s Hospice South West.    In addi�on, we had Senior Prize Giving and the Cham-

ber Choir Reunion as part of the Centenary celebra�ons.  We are delighted to say that we have now raised well 

in excess of £3,500 since September for local chari�es and churches so thank you for all your support!      

 

We have had some amazing solo performances in our Chamber Choir concerts, from performers as young as 

Year 7, right through to the more experienced performers in Year 10 and 11.    The Orchestra and Brass Group 

have also been involved and have added a new dimension to our performances.   We said a very sad ‘farewell’ 

to our Year 11s, who’ve been absolutely terrific again.   Our new Girls’ Choir Head Chorister for the Year is Alina 

Nuta, and she will be supported by her three Team Leaders: Tanna Rundle (1
st

 Sopranos), Laura Sant (2
nd

 Sopra-

nos) and Ruby Clare (Alto). The new Librarian, also a member of the Team Leaders’ group is Grace Felstead.    

 

Well done to everyone for another great year, and as always a huge ‘thank you’ to all the Mums and Dads who 

have fed, watered and transported the choir to the many concerts – and then who pay for the privilege of see-

ing their offspring perform yet again…    
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Last term pupils in Year 8 at St Joseph's school finished their year in crea�ve mode when they wrote, directed 

and produced their own Shakespeare play. Having studied aspects of both Romeo and Juliet and The Tempest, 

they amalgamated the two and came up with, " Tempestuous Romance".  

 

Head of English, Mrs Rosemary O'Brien commented that the pupils had been highly professional in their ap-

proach, yet had had a lot of fun while comple�ng the project which involved pupils of all abili�es.  

 

Where possible the AG&T pupils took the lead in both crea�vity and suppor�ng their peers. While some students 

chose to write and to act, others chose to be on the other side of the camera to film the play.  

 

The introduc�on of iPads at the beginning of the school year has meant a wealth of new teaching and learning 

opportuni�es within the English Department and across the school. 
 



 

 

Year 9 student Abi took her Guernsey heifer Blacknor Cracker Weston Duchess to the Royal Cornwall Show in 

June. She won her class, which was heifer in milk. She then went into the championship with all Guernseys who 

won their class, she won Breed Champion. This was the first show Duchess has been to, and wow what a start to 

her showing career.  

 

Abi bought Duchess in March when she went up to Dorset and had a selec�on to choose from. The moment she 

set eyes on Duchess she knew they were going to be friends. Abi works very hard to halter train. She now has 8 

Guernseys and also won a class at Devon County this year with Bramley and came 2nd in young handlers. Well 

done Abi.  
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The summer term has seen a great aIendance in tennis lessons at St Joseph's with many sessions at capacity.  

Many more pupils are trying their hand at compe��on and geZng hooked. With more players we are seeing 

beIer players. 

The summer half term saw Launceston tennis club win Clash of the Clubs with many St Joseph’s pupils taking 

part.  

As head coach I have links to three North Cornwall clubs and every half term and end of term School holidays 

there are compe��ons for all ages and stages of play at Launceston, Wadebridge and Bude tennis clubs. 

  

For more informa�on please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Congratula�ons to the most improved players for the Summer term:  

 

Tom Turner (Senior) 

Daniella Stevens (Junior) 

Ruben Mudd (mini tennis) 

 

If you wish to start tennis lessons or compe��ons, or wish to contact me with a pupil progress update, please do 

not hesitate.  

 

James Brobin 

Uxltennis@�scali.co.uk 

Mobile 07781583971 

 

 

 

Senior and Junior inter-house tennis has been run by James Brobin and Year 11 GCSE PE students. 

Senior winners were Pencarrow House 

Junior winners were St Catherine’s House 

 

Congratula�ons to all who took part. Below are the Junior inter-house compe�tors.   
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The St Joseph's F.24 team raced against 18 other schools in the racing at Newquay. They raced for one and a half 

hours and in our class covered the second highest mileage of any team - 24.41 miles! Racing were: Orla Morton, 

Harvey Fry, Henry Callen, Bethany Allin, Robert Stockdale and James Wilkins. 

Seven children from Year 6 took part in the SW regional heats of the Greenpower Goblin car Challenge at 

Newquay Airport, driving St Joseph’s car named ‘The Determinator’ Over 60 cars competed against one another 

in three events. The slalom, drag race and a 1.5 mile lap of the airfield. The pupils performed really well winning 

4 out of their 6 drag races and coming 2
nd

 in their other two. They also came 2nd in their heat of the 1.5 mile 

race and are awai�ng the results of the slalom event. It was a great day and the children did us proud. 

Congratula�ons to the team: Darcy Courtney-Bridgey, Persephone Sparrow, Loveday TroI, Annabelle Ferguson, 

Freddie Fairman, Sam Conway and Arlen Morrell-Davies. 
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As part of Curriculum Enhancement Day students designed and built a rope bridge over the River Kensey that 

runs through the school grounds. Using a coil of rope and 6 fence posts they created a structure that allowed the 

group to cross the river. Various deficiencies were iden�fied and problem solved by the group and a fun and 

educa�onal day was enjoyed by all. 
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 36              SURF CLUB 

Pictured above are the members of the 2015 AEer School Surf Club.
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Pictured above are the members of the 2015 AEer School Surf Club. 


