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IN THIS ISSUE Dear Parents, 

 

Well, I can’t quite believe a term has passed since taking over as Head Teacher here at St Joseph’s. It has been an 

amazing term, thanks to your children and all they do and bring to the school on a daily basis. Their enthusiasm 

and enjoyment of makes the work of every member of staff we have here worthwhile. 

 

The final weeks of term have seen St Joseph’s in its full, manic, glory. The Pre-Prep produc�on of Christmas with 

the Aliens has shown the talent and confidence of the youngest members of the school, while the Year 2 class 

showed they have grown to take the leading roles with real confidence. The Prep School produc�on of Aladdin 

Trouble was of such a high standard that those fortunate enough to see either the dress rehearsal or the full 

evening produc�on felt sure we were seeing stage stars of the future. Huge thanks to every member of staff  

involved in making these events possible, their energy and dedica�on to geHng the very best from your children 

is quite something to behold. 

 

For the Senior School, the last week has seen both the Christmas Talent Show, where tutor groups come up with 

their own ideas for a stage-based show, ice ska�ng at Eden and the Service of Lessons and Carols that always 

shows to me that Christmas has started. Year 10won the talent show with their re-telling of Dickens’ classic 

Christmas Carol, with Jake Winmill playing the lead character as a taskmaster Head Teacher with a Shakespeare 

obsession going by the name of Mr ScoI, the inspira�on for whom quite escapes me. Well done to all Seniors for 

their parts in the show, nearly every child in the Senior School was on stage which was wonderful to see. 

 

The Service of Lessons and Carols was quite excep�onal, and showcased both the talent of the children, the 

beauty of St Mary’s and the wonder and energy of the truly excep�onal Mrs Mann. Thank you to her, and to  

everyone who sang, played or read as part of the service, words cannot quite do jus�ce to the atmosphere  

created in the packed church. 

 

Finally, my thanks to Mr Laming for his work when covering Dr George. We are delighted to see her return, but 

Mr Laming’s work in her absence has meant a con�nuity for the children, and the two week handover they have 

had means they will hit the ground running in January. As he wrote to me, “I have never experienced a school as 

amazing as St Joseph's. To be made as welcome as I have been, to teach really brilliant children and the whole 

experience is something which I will never ever forget. It has been a privilege to work here.” And I think his 

words that “working here has truly restored my faith in being a teacher” sum up just what St Joseph’s has at its 

heart. 

 

Thank you for all your support over this term, I am looking forward to many more to come. Have a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year, and we will see everyone back on January 7
th

. 
 

 

 

 

 

Oliver ScoI 

Head Teacher 

headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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Congratula�ons to three girls who have successfully audi�oned for a place in the Na�onal Children’s Choir of 

Great Britain. There are four choirs, catering for pupils of different ages: 

The Yellow Choir is for children aged 9-11, who will usually sing in two or three parts; the Blue Choir sings in 

three or more parts and choir members are expected to sight read to a moderate level and pick up the music 

quickly.  An extremely high level of choral discipline is expected from the choristers, who are developing a 

number of skills including team work, choral blend and musicianship. The Green Choir offers an advanced 

programme of work for those about to enter the Senior Choir. The NCC Senior Choir is for girls aged 15+ and boys 

with changed voices. Last year, the Head Chorister of our Boys’ Choir, Torin Gillies was a member of this choir. 

ARer delivering a superb performance in the lead role of Aladdin in this year’s Prep School Christmas 

performance, Fallon Gillies from Year 6, went home to find out that she had been offered a place in the Yellow 

Choir. Madeleine Marsh from Year 7 has been offered a place in the Blue Choir as has HaHe Loe from Year 9. 

All three girls sing as 

members of the first 

Soprano Team in St 

Joseph’s Senior 

Chamber Choir. 

Madeleine and 

HaHe are also 

members of 

CanzoneIa. All 

three girls are 

looking forward to 

their first residen�al 

course during the 

Easter holidays. 

A HUGE ‘well done’ 

and many 

congratula�ons to 

them all! 
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 NATIONAL SWIMMING    5
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Congratula�ons to all the pupils (pictured below) who took part in the recent ISA South West Swimming Gala in 

Yeovil.  

 

A special men�on to the following pupils who won their recent races at the ISA South West Swimming Gala and 

will be compe�ng at the ISA Na�onal Finals in the New Year. We are s�ll wai�ng for the Freestyle results.  

 

U10 Girls’ 50m Backstroke    Olivia Shute 

U13 Boys’ 50m Frontcrawl   Peter Ray 

U13 Boys’ 50m Backstroke   Peter Ray 

U13 Boys’ 50m Bu erfly   Peter Ray 

U12 Boys’ 50m Bu erfly   Thomas Greet 

U13 Girls’ 50m Backstroke   Ella Henry-Brock 

U13 Girls’ 50m Breaststoke   Ella Henry-Brock 

U13 Girls’ 50m Frontcrawl   Ella Henry-Brock 

U20 Girls’ 50m Backstroke   Emma Shaw 

U20 Girls’ 50m Bu erfly   Emma Shaw 

U14 Boys’ 50m Bu erfly   Marlo Downs 

U14 Boys’ 50m Backstroke   Marlo Downs 

U14 Boys’ 50m Frontcrawl   Marlo Downs 

U13 Girls’ 50m Bu erfly   Olivia Collings 



Pupils at St Joseph’s School are preparing to become space biologists and embark on a voyage of discovery by 

growing seeds that have been into space. 

In September, 2kg of rocket seeds were flown to the Interna�onal Space Sta�on (ISS) on Soyuz 44S where they 

will spend several months in microgravity before returning to Earth in March 2016. The seeds have been sent as 

part of Rocket Science, an educa�onal project launched by the RHS Campaign for School Gardening and the UK 

Space Agency. 

St Joseph’s School will be one of up to 10,000 schools to receive a packet of 100 seeds from space, which they 

will grow alongside seeds that haven’t been to space and measure the differences over seven weeks. The pupils 

won’t know which seed packet contains which seeds un�l all results have been collected by the RHS Campaign 

for School Gardening and analysed by professional biosta�s�cians. 

The out-of-this-world, na�onwide science experiment will enable the pupils to think more about how we could 

preserve human life on another planet in the future, what astronauts need to survive long-term missions in 

space and the difficul�es surrounding growing fresh food in challenging climates. 

Year 4 teacher, Mrs Caroline Skerry says: “We are very excited to be taking part in Rocket Science. This 

experiment is a fantas�c way of teaching our pupils to think more scien�fically and share their findings with the 

whole school. 

Rocket Science is just one educa�onal project from a programme developed by the UK Space Agency to 

celebrate Bri�sh ESA astronaut Tim Peake’s Principia mission to the ISS and inspire young people to look into 

careers in STEM (science, technology, engineering and maths) subjects, including hor�culture. 

Follow the project on TwiIer: @RHSSchools #RocketScience 

Pictured below are the Year 4 class with Mrs Skerry learning about the Interna�onal Space Sta�on. 
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Thank you to everyone who joined us at the Family Quiz Night on Friday 16th October and for helping to make it 

such a fun, informal and relaxed evening! 

We started with a quick round of Heads and Tails before the adults and older children puzzled over some 

ques�ons, tuned in to Faulty Towers for the observa�on round and illustrated who could make and launch the 

best paper aeroplane down the make shiR runway.  All whilst tucking into a variety of wonderful picnics! 

The fun wasn’t restricted to the older children, as I think it’s fair to say that the younger ones also had a great 

�me watching Paddington, whilst devouring freshly prepared popcorn which smelt delicious! 

The evening culminated in the presenta�on of the Quiz Trophy to this year’s winners, Tornstone.  Well done to 

Julie, Phil, Alex & Ellie Tucker, Jason, Chris & Izzy Thorns & Mrs Vanstone. 

Friends of St Joseph’s would like to pay a par�cular thanks to Claire & Damian Heard who organised the quiz and 

also collated the results on Friday evening, Mr ScoI who was our fantas�c compere, Charlie Gonella and Glenda 

Colwill, who supervised the film room, Sara Graybow for promo�ng the evening and everyone who helped to 

�dy up at the end of the evening.  We raised a fabulous £317 towards projects in the School – WELL DONE 

EVERYONE! 
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On Saturday 7
th

 November three St Joseph’s netball teams travelled to Trinity School, Teignmouth to take part in 

the ISA SW Netball Tournament. The U16 team looked very smart and played in a highly skilled way, 

demonstra�ng quick, controlled skills; they won all their matches and even changed posi�ons to challenge 

themselves further during one match. 

The U14 Lightening team also played very well; during the games they scored at a rate of over goal a minute! 

Again showing accurate controlled skills, the defence showed understanding of each other’s play and the aIack 

created space so that goals could efficiently be scored. The U14 Thunder team had a fantas�c tournament and 

were the only team to score against the Lightening team, a great achievement. 

Overall the U16 and lightening team won their respec�ve tournaments and the Thunder team finished joint 2
nd

. 

Further to this 5 girls from the lightening team played in their first league match represen�ng Bude against 

Cirencester of Sunday the 8
th

 winning 27-10, their coaches said they were very proud of the way they played. 
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The Nursery and Recep�on children are very excited to have their own Storytelling chair in the Early Years  

Garden. The children are looking forward to sharing stories and telling their own stories outside. A huge thank 

you to the Friends of St Josephs School for this kind giR and for understanding the importance of developing  

language skills early on. 



 

Over £350 was raised this year at St Joseph’s School for Children In 

Need. Here are some of the highlights of the day. 
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12              SPEECH TECHNIQUES 
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Year 8 pupils have been studying the techniques required to deliver a good speech/presenta�on and to 

consolidate learning, were given the challenge of persuading Mrs O’Brien to give £20 to a charity of their 

choice.  In pairs they researched their charity and put together persuasive presenta�ons that included emo�ve 

language, rhetorical ques�ons and rule of three to name but a few.  The winning pair was Lucy Rowe and Izzy 

PoIs who persuaded Mrs O’Brien to give her £20 to Macmillan Cancer Research. 

 

THE VICTORIANS         13

St Joseph’s School Autumn Term 2015 

Year 6 have enjoyed learning all 

about the Victorians this term. In 

October we went to Morwellham 

Quay where we visited the George 

and CharloIe copper mine, had a 

Victorian makeover, experienced 

the working life of Victorian children 

and spent �me in a tradi�onal  

Victorian classroom. This was  

followed by a trip to Lanhydrock 

House where we experienced a  

tradi�onal Victorian Christmas and 

discovered how we have the  

Victorians to thank for so many of 

the customs we  

celebrate at Christmas. 

 



14                ALADDIN TROUBLE 

On the 3
rd

 December the Prep school children performed their annual Christmas pantomime. This year the 

seHng was the far-east for a humorous and up to date version of ‘Aladdin Trouble’. Once again the children 

excelled in their performance. The evening was a sell out with parents standing in the aisles. At the end of the 

evening a collec�on was taken in aid of Children’s Hospice South West. Through the generosity of the audience a 

wonderful total of £210.00 was raised. Pictured here are Judy Pride from CHSW and our two charity prefects, 

Mary Dowling and Catherine Finn, who are presen�ng the cheque. 
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16      CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 
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Early Years Christmas 

Performance 

 

Christmas with the  

Aliens 
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18         JUNIOR HEAD PUPILS 

 

As our first term as Head Boy and Head girl of the Junior School draws to a close we are wri�ng to say what a 

privilege it is to be Junior Head Boy & Girl of the Junior School and to give you a brief review of the term. It has 

been a very busy first term. We have had a number of prospec�ve parents to show around the school and to tell 

them all about the excellent opportuni�es the school offers us in all areas of the curriculum both indoor and 

outdoor. We have also welcomed new pupils and teachers to the school all who have seIled well and are 

making a posi�ve impact. 

 

We have had many spor�ng fixtures against other schools and have triumphed in many areas. We have had 

major success in swimming and have two members of the Junior School represen�ng the South West in the 

Na�onal Finals in London in January in the Olympic pool. Many congratula�ons to them, and everyone who 

took part in the Regional heats. Congratula�on also went to Fallon Gillies who was awarded a place in the 

Na�onal Children’s Choir of Great Britain. 

 

There have been a number of class visits to various loca�ons such as Morwellham Quay, Rosemoor and Truro 

Museum. We have welcomed visi�ng speakers to our assemblies such as Olympic pentathlete Bronze Medallist 

Heather Fell, and a very interes�ng talk by PC Stoppard on internet safety for our parents. 

We had a wonderful harvest fes�val service in October and many items of food were donated by the school to 

the Launceston Food bank to help those less fortunate than ourselves. Our Christmas fair was an excellent social 

event and many people aIended. People were treated to performance sby the Junior Chamber Choir and music 

group. 

 

The year has ended on a very high note with the great success of our Christmas performances of Aladdin 

Trouble and Christmas with the Aliens. It was a real team effort and great fun to perform in. We were also able 

to present Children's Hospice South-West with a cheque for £210.00. We all had a wonderful Christmas lunch in 

our new dining room and everybody was in a fes�ve mood singing Christmas songs and having great fun. We 

are all looking forward to a great rest and to recharge our baIeries ready for the spring term and the 

comple�on of our new outdoor classroom in the orchard. Other highlights for the spring term will be growing 

seeds that have been on the Interna�onal Space Sta�on and taking weather readings as part of a project with 

the Met Office. 

 

 

May we take this opportunity to thank you for all 

your help and support this year and to wish you a 

very Merry Christmas. 

 

 

Henry Tucker – Junior Head Boy &  

Fallon Gillies – Junior Head Girl 
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The Autumn Term has seen great par�cipa�on within the school’s coaching programme here at St. Joseph’s.  All 

players, ranging from the under 10’s mini tennis to junior and senior tennis players, have been developing their 

game over a 10 week term.  St Joseph’s has held junior and senior inter house compe��ons this term as well as 

par�cipa�ng in external compe��ons.  The weather has been kind again this autumn and very few sessions have 

had to move inside. 

 

 

I am hoping that par�cipa�on in compe��ons as a school will see an increase in 2016 as the numbers of pupils 

involved in coaching are excellent and opportunity knocks.  Compe��ons in mini, junior and senior tennis run all 

year round in clubs across the Country and County. It is my wish to inform you all on a termly basis what is on 

offer within Cornwall and the clubs in which I am involved. 

 

I am not going to men�on too many names but it is great to see players of all ages and stages par�cipa�ng both 

in coaching and compe��on. Special men�on must go to Will Heard, Ruben Mudd, Sam Thomas, Joshua Thomas, 

Zach Hopkins, Tom and Millie Turner who have played on a regular basis with some taking the honours at many 

events around the UK in 2015.  I hope many more from school will join them compe�ng in 2016.   

 

If you would like to put your name down for tennis in 2016 please do not hesitate to contact me.  Whatever age 

or stage you are at you will always be more than welcome.  If any parent would like to take up the game as well 

as pupils please do get in touch as we have clubs and coaches out there ready to welcome you. 

 

If you wish to discuss pupil’s progress again please make contact. 

 

On a final note with Great Britain winning the Davis Cup, the depth in the men’s game and new faces in the la-

dies game I hope you are truly inspired by the sport of tennis of recent �mes. 

 

Merry Christmas to all parents and pupils. 

 

Best wishes 

James Brobin      
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22                      MUSIC EVENING 
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Following on from the success of Music for a Summer Evening last May, the opportunity for the more advanced 

pupils to have an extra chance to perform seemed too good to miss.   Apart from being a great social occasion 

with the chance of seasonal refreshments, it was encouraging to see so many pupils (all around Grade 6  

standard and above), from Years 7 – 11 taking part.   For such a young pupil base, their performances were  

outstanding. 

In addi�on to the many superb solo performances, the Wind Band opened the concert with a lively rendering of 

the Liberty Bell March. CanzoneIa’s performances of The Angel Gabriel, followed by This li$le babe from 

BriIen’s Ceremony of Carols and the Brass Ensemble’s performance of ‘Stop the Cavalry and their haun�ng  

arrangement of ‘In the bleak midwinter, set the scene.   The Boys’ Choir has doubled in size this year and  

delighted the audience with their enthusias�c rendering of Joy to the Whole World. The Wind Band and the 

String Orchestra just managed to squeeze onto the stage and performed two seasonal piece, Mary’s Boy Child 

and the ever popular Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. At the end of the evening, the two choirs joined forces to 

perform We Wish you a Merry Christmas. 
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Introducing our Senior School Head Pupils for 2015-2016. 

Head Boy – Celyn Ensell-Bowen joined St Joseph’s in Year 7. 

Head Girl – Laura Sant joined St Joseph’s in Year 5. 

They are both now in their final Year at St Joseph’s and we wish them well for their GCSE exams next Summer. 

Celyn and Laura are in the process of wri�ng their first blog for the website, it should be online soon. 

ENGLISH COMPETITION    25 
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KS3 English Able, GiRed & Talented students were selected to take part in a day wri�ng workshop with author 

Adrian Tilley. They spent the day honing their wri�ng skills looking at using dialogue, crea�ng character and 

wri�ng original story openings. They then shared their new found skills through mini presenta�ons to their  

classes.  

 

From this the wri�ng and art compe��on was launched which was based on Gothic Horror short stories. We 

had over 100 entries across 7-9 including a year 6 entry. Adrian Tilley judged the entries and selected the win-

ners and those who were highly commended. He was very impressed with the standard of entries and the crea-

�vity offered across the mediums of art and the wriIen word.  

 

The winners were:  

 

Art 

Art winner – Kellen Lincoln Year 7 

Runners up/commended – Sophie Wilkins, Nico Gruzdev, Millie Turner 

 

Wri2ng –  

Wri2ng winner  - Elspeth Crozier Year 9 

Runners up/commended – Izzy PoIs, Lucy Rowe, Ella Brinson, Peter Ray, Mair Atwell, Eve Newman, William 

Stoppard 

 

Art/wri2ng combina2on 

Winner – Chloe Smith Year 7 

Runners up/commended – Jess Kirkwood-BenneI, Alice Banks, Olivia Collings, Maddie Marsh  

 

The winning short story opening paragraph… 

‘This part of the city is abandoned, derelict; everything is grey and dull, sad and dying. Not even a glimmer of 

hope could shine through this dark industrial pit. The old factory area. No sane man walks the streets, yellow 

teethed beggars sit in crumbling shops. They stare at me, I’m a rich man in a poor world.’ 
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Year 9 applied a great deal of �me and effort to complete their volcano models. The homework project task 

was to design and build an erup�ng volcano model that was based on a real volcano. The video shows a very 

realis�c erup�ng volcano from James Wilkins, along with a very well detailed cake from HenrieIa Morrell-

Davies (also very tasty!). The pictures are just a selec�on from a whole host of varied and interes�ng models. 



 28          PLANTS & GARDENS 
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A group of year nine students have been working on improving the school environment this term. They have 

been learning about plants and gardens. The St Joseph’s garden will be blooming with golden daffodils and tulips 

when we return to school in the New Year. 
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Year 3 have been learning all about Ancient Egypt this term. To enhance their learning and knowledge of the 

subject we took a trip to the Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro. The children loved dressing up and enjoyed learn-

ing all about how the Ancient Egyp�ans lived. 
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On Tuesday 20
th

 October Year Two visited St Cuthbert 

Mayne Church. When we got to St Cuthbert Mayne we 

saw Father David.  Before we went into the church we 

went into the graveyard.  We saw daisies. Theo said he 

had never seen any that big before!  Then we went 

around the back and into the church.  We went to the 

font.  Next to the font there was a liIle door and be-

hind the door there was holy water.  ARer that Father 

David took us to the organ and he let us have a go on 

it.  It was really loud!  We also saw a room called a 

chapel that was all blue and had a carving of Mary in 

it.  There was also a red room with lots of pictures and 

carvings of St Cuthbert Mayne and St Thomas in it.  We 

had so much fun!  

 

WriIen by Year Two 
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This term the Junior School competed in the annual  

Inter-house Hockey compe��on. Well done to all who 

took part, it was great to see you all playing so well.  

 

The winning house was: 

St Catherine's  
 



 

 

The Year 8 pupils had a fantas�c ac�vity day and overnight camp on the school field earlier this term. Their team 

building day started with a brief from Mr Cardoo who set them mul�ple tasks based around baIlefield scenarios. 

The group had to work together to achieve and pass the tasks in order to gain cooking and camping equipment! 

All pupils immersed themselves into the ac�vi�es and had a great �me along the way. Thanks to all the staff who 

took part in organising the ac�vity. 
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Year 4 pupils have been working on pets this term in their French lessons (describing them, wri�ng poems,  

listening to songs about them). They have also been doing some work on numbers, euros and prices. So in our 

last lesson, we set up the classroom as a Bou0que des Animaux and the children were wri�ng and performing 

conversa�ons about buying pets. Mrs V Jordan – French teacher. 
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 St Joseph’s School Autumn Term 2015 

 34    INTER-HOUSE NETBALL 

The winning house in 

the annual Senior  

Inter-house Netball 

tournament was 

Lanhydrock House 
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The winning house in the  

annual Senior Inter-house Rugby 

tournament was: 

Pencarrow House 
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 36           SPOTLIGHT ON 

The Autumn term has been an exci�ng one for Ka�e Heard, Year 5 pupil at St Joseph’s.  On the back of a  

successful summer season with The Addams Family at Sterts Theatre and a three day workshop with Opera  

Singer Maria Jagusz, she appeared as a school child on ITV’s Doc Mar�n a few weeks ago which lead to a role in 

Rosamunde Pilcher’s Guardian Angel, which will be screened next year.   

 

Ka�e also had a very enjoyable 

first workshop with the South 

West Music School having secured 

a much coveted place over the  

summer. Here Ka�e worked  

alongside other musicians from 

the South West aged between 

nine and eighteen years crea�ng 

music and lyrics for a jazz  

ensemble performance.  She is 

very much looking forward to 

mee�ng up again in the New Year. 

 

Well done Ka�e.  
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Junior Ballet Performance  



 

 


