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IN THIS ISSUE Dear Parents, 

 

 

It has been another very busy half term, where we have seen a huge range of events in school, from the those 

Early Years to the Year 11s who are now well into the countdown towards their GCSE examina�ons. Seeing  

everything that goes into making the school such a vibrant, dynamic and exci�ng place to work and learn is quite 

something. 

 

I have been overwhelmed by the interest in the Deputy Head / Head of Seniors posi�on, and we will be  

interviewing candidates in the week following half term. As with any vacancy here at school, we will be making 

sure that the best candidate is selected for the role and that we con�nue to drive the school forward. 

 

My thanks to the Friends for their work this term, and the very successful Evening with Johnny Cowling, which 

raised funds that will further support the school. Any volunteers to help the work of the small but dedicated 

team that brings us such great community events as the Christmas Fayre, the Summer Ball and the Quiz Night 

would be very gratefully received. 

 

Looking forward, we have the Open Morning on the 4
th

 of March, so do pass this on to anyone who may be  

interested in finding out more about St Joseph’s.  And for the summer we have the dates now set for Prize Giving 

– for Juniors we will be at the Town Hall on the 17
th

 of June, while Senior Prize Giving takes place on the 28
th

 and 

will be hosted at St Mellion for the first �me.  

 

It has been a pleasure to share in the many successes of your children as we con�nue through the school year, 

and I look forward to many more to come. This issue of Veritas shows St Joseph’s at its best – I hope you enjoy 

reading it as much as I have. Finally, do call or email if you have anything you would like to raise regarding the 

school, communica�on is of such importance as we go forward together. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Oliver ScoJ 

Head Teacher  

headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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St Joseph’s School Launceston has once again been ranked first in Cornwall for GCSE results, with 96% of pupils 

aJaining 5 or more A*- C grades including Maths and English. As this was their first first mixed year group, the 

results are even more impressive. 

Maintaining their outstanding record for topping the Cornish league tables, in results published yesterday by the 

Department for Educa�on, ensures St Joseph’s reputa�on for academic excellence remains as strong as ever. 

Head Teacher Mr ScoJ commented “I am truly delighted to see the hard work of the children and staff can be 

seen by all. It also shows just how well we have worked to become a mixed school, and for the first mixed cohort 

to improve on the results of our final all girls year shows just how well we can adapt and change.  

St Joseph’s is about providing children with the key skills and confidence to become independent learners, and 

with our small class sizes and belief in mo�va�ng every child, the results are there for all to see. Well done to all 

the boys and girls of the St Joseph’s class of 2015.” 
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On Saturday 2nd January 2016 St Joseph's School took 

33 pupils to Les Menuires in the French Alps for a 

week skiing. Upon arrival we were fortunate to have 

plenty of fresh snow fall. This gave us perfect skiing 

condi�ons for the week.  

 

Our Hotel Skilt was perfectly located just 10 metres 

from the ski liQs and provided all pupils with excellent 

nutri�onal meals to fuel them for the skiing. All pupils 

had a fantas�c �me both on the slopes and during the 

evening ac�vi�es. It was fantas�c to see how well  

pupils developed their skiing ability: from the first �me 

skiers to the more experienced, all progressed thanks 

to their great aStude. They really impressed the skiing 

instructors and were a credit to 

St Joseph's throughout the trip. 

 

Many thanks to Mr Cardoo who 

organised the trip, and to Mrs 

Gardner, Miss Hemingway, Mr 

Brown, Mr TheTord and Mr 

MaJhews who were the staff 

accompanying the children.  

 

 

 



Congratula�ons to ex St Joseph’s School pupil and former Head Girl Kate Marks who has shown her academic 

excellence to secure the offer of a place at Cambridge University from September 2016. Kate will be aiming to 

study History at Murray Edwards College, at the University of Cambridge. 

 

Kate is a real St Joseph’s success story, having joined in the Junior School and going on to become Head Girl. She 

managed to balance this with her studies – gaining 11 GCSEs, all A* and A before moving on to 6
th

 Form. AQer 7 

years at St Joseph’s Kate will take 

her A Levels at Exeter School. 

 

Head Teacher Mr ScoJ said ‘This is a 

fantas�c achievement for Kate, to be 

offered a place to read a hugely 

compe��ve subject at one of the 

world’s great universi�es. She fully 

deserves her success, and I am 

delighted to see the founda�on 

provided here at St Joseph’s paying 

off. Kate always puts 100% into all 

she does and her teachers are 

delighted to see this paying off. Well 

done Kate.’ 
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Offer from Oxford for former St Joseph’s pupil 

Great news for former St Joseph’s School pupil Bella Westlake as she aims for Oxford aQer securing a coveted 

offer to study at the world-renowned ins�tu�on. Bella, who leQ St Joseph’s with 7 A*s and 3 As at GCSE, is a real 

success story. This is shown as the place she has been offered is to study in the hugely compe��ve English Lan-

guage and Literature faculty. 

Bella said “I joined St Joseph’s in 2008, in Year Six. I enjoyed learning with my friends and teachers for six years 

overall, taking full advantage of the great teach-

ers and extra-curricular ac*vi*es. I am very 

grateful that my GCSE results reflected the edu-

ca*on I received and the great deal of work I put 

in throughout my *me at St Joseph’s. These have 

enabled me to apply for some of the best univer-

si*es in the country. I was interviewed at Keble 

College, Oxford in December, and they have now 

offered me a place to read English Language and 

Literature in September 2016- something I am 

extremely proud of and grateful for.” 

Everyone at St Joseph’s is extremely proud of 

Bella’s success, and wishes her well as she stud-

ies to gain the A Level grades she needs to take 

up her place. Well done to Bella for building on 

the Firm Founda�on for Life that St Joseph’s 

School provides.  
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A year ago we had a wish to build an 

outdoor classroom, an area that could be 

used by  Nursery children and those all 

the way up to Year 11. 

 

We are now at the stage where the 

classroom is being built, constructed on 

s�lts to ensure it can be accessed and 

used in all weathers, along with a bridge 

connec�ng it to the orchard. This is going 

to complement our orchard and wildlife 

area, which is on the other side of the 

river, and enable lessons to take place in 

tranquil surroundings on the school 

grounds.  

 

We are all very excited about these 

improvements, and have plans to further 

develop the area, by puSng sea�ng into 

the bank, puSng up bird boxes and 

building a safe fire pit area, for all to use 

and enjoy. 

Our Outdoor Classroom will enhance and 

add to ac�vi�es available 

inside  classrooms by providing for hands-

on experiences, physical ac�vi�es and will 

enable the children to connect to nature 

and support our current Outdoor School 

programme. 

 

Mrs Worth and Mrs.Bolt 
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On Monday 8th February Year 2 celebrated Chinese New Year. We welcomed the year of the Monkey by doing a 

range of craQ ac�vi�es including making Chinese style hats, raJle drums and some very colourful dragon masks. 

We all wore Chinese style clothing and ate some rice noodles and soya sauce on decorated plates. In pairs we 

also did a Chinese maths challenge which involved wri�ng and working out some number sentences using  

Chinese numbers.  

 

It was a lovely way to end our China topic and helped us to understand why and how Chinese New Year is  

celebrated. 



10      NATIONAL SWIMMING FINALS   
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Fantas�c news from the swim meet at the ISA Na�onal 

finals where Olivia Shute, Ella Shaw, Louisa Smith, Thomas 

Greet, Peter Ray, Ella Henry Brock, Olivia Collings, Chloe 

Smith, Marlo Downs, Jake Winmill, Ava Mcdiarmid Hall 

and Celyn Ensell Bowen all represented the school and 

performed brilliantly at the London’s pres�gious Olympic 

Pool. 

Peter, Olivia, Ella and Louisa all managed to win Bronze 

medals in their events, while Thomas returned with a  

Silver medal. Outstanding results, and great credit to their 

hard work and determina�on.  

 

Many thanks to all staff who made this possible, and the 

parents who supported. 
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The Year 11 Photography students have made a great start on their GCSE Exam units. The students have to 

choose one star�ng point from the externally set exam paper and then have 7 weeks to create work in  

response. The students end up with sketchbooks full of experiments exploring their ideas. Above 

“Repe��on” by Benny Richey. Below  “Landmarks” by Tom Turner.  
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Pictured below are some of the Year 6 Taster Day pupils taking part in PE on the all-weather pitch on Friday 22nd 

January.  

The Taster Day gave pupils in Year 6 the opportunity to become a Year 7 pupil for the day. Pupils from other 

schools joined our Prep pupils for this Taster Day prior to joining St Joseph’s in September 2016. 

Further Taster Days can be arranged throughout the term if you are considering Year 7 entry for your son/

daughter in September 2016. 

The pupils had a great day in the Senior School at St Joseph’s and we look forward to seeing many of them at the 

following events in June. 

•  Year 7 Welcome Evening – Tuesday 14th June 

•  Transi�on Day – Wednesday 15th June 

• Trip to Plymouth University with St Joseph’s School – Thursday 16th June 
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Congratula�ons to all the pupils who 

took part in the ISA South West 

Cross Country compe��on at  

Haldon Forest on 27th January 2016.  

Congratula�ons to our U10, U14 and 

U16 girls teams who all won team 

trophies. Anyone who was placed in 

the top 10 will compete later in the 

year in the ISA Na�onal Finals. The 

pupils who competed were:  

U10 Girls 

Ella Shaw 2nd 

Louisa Smith 4th 

Frejya Malin 8th 

Olivia Shute 10th 

Rosy Renfree 16th 

 

U10 Boys 

Oliver Cleave 13th 

MaJ Rowland 17th 

Oscar Amankwah 20th 

Isaac Clarke 21st 

Zack Hopkins 36th 

 

U12 Girls 

Daniella Stevens 2nd 

Alice Amankwah 18th 

Tallulah Thomas 19th 

Daisy Bailey 28th 

Florence Scard-Morgan 33rd 

 

U12 Boys 

Daniel Altaan 19th 

Henry Tucker 23rd 

Jolyon Malin 33rd 

Oliver Goodwin 45th 

Thomas Greet 51st 

 

U14 Girls 

Ella Henry Brock 4th 

Chloe Smith 7th 

KiJy May 8th 

Darcy Courtney-Bridgey 10th 

Pippi Harris 11th 

Lowenna Head 12th 

 

U14 Boys 

Arlen Morrell-Davies 3rd 

Max Darwell 6th  

Max Russell 9th 

Marlo Downs 15th 

Kellen Lincoln 17th 

 

U16 Girls 

Bella Russell 1st 

Zoe Woods 2nd 

Lulu Howells 3rd 

Henny Morrell-Davies 4th 

Ava McDiarmid-Hall 5th 

Emma Honey 6th 

 

U16 Boys 

Michael Barton 1st 
Zach Clifford-Flower 3rd 



14                  GCSE DRAMA 

Last term, three members of St Joseph's first ever GCSE Drama team aJended the Boscastle Food, Art & CraQ 

Fes�val... not for the food, but as performers! 

  

Ruby Clare, Grace Felstead and Tanna Rundle, all from Year 11, spent the morning entertaining and fascina�ng 

the crowds.  Where people gathered in one place or when there were large numbers passing a specific area, the 

girls spontaneously began a scene of street theatre that was part devised and part improvised. 

  

People were drawn into an intriguing and dark world that the team created, and were cap�vated by the mystery 

that presented itself.  Some audience members looked on, whilst others became part of the ac�on.  All were 

entertained and challenged by the enigma�c scenes. 

  

It was an excellent piece of street theatre with very strong and confident performances, greatly appreciated both 

by the public and the organisers of the Arts sec�on of the fes�val. 

  

Benny Richey, also from Year 11, joined them in order to film the event, and the perfect weather added the 

topping for yet another triumphant display of the talents at St Joseph's. 

  

  

Mr D Richey 

Drama 
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2015 was an extremely busy year for Friends of St Joseph’s, organising the Centenary Ball, Quiz Night and  

Christmas Fayre to name a few. Your support and the success of these events enabled us to fund the Traversing 

Wall, Playground History Boards, Early Years outdoor Storytelling Chair, M & M Pantomime, books for the Senior 

Book Club and new curtains for the School Hall, totalling  just over £6,500. 

 

We started 2016 by welcoming parents and many people from the local community to the Johnny Cowling  

Evening.  A great way to start the year with an evening of singing & laughter, raising £1,000 in the process!  We 

have more fund raising planned for 2016 and would love you to come along with your ideas for future events 

and to help us to decide how to spend the money raised already at 3pm on 15
th

 March at our AGM.  

 

We couldn’t raise this money without those parents who volunteer on an add-hoc basis together with those of 

you who support the events, so a BIG thank you to you all.  However, we need more parents to come to our 

mee�ngs, help with fund raising ideas & to organise and run events.   

 

 

 

 



16         FIRE SAFETY TALK 

On Monday 1st February the Junior School had a visit from Watch Officer Sleeman to discuss fire safety. He 

showed the children his uniform and some of the tools that the Fire Brigade use. Watch Officer Sleeman talked 

about what to do in an emergency and how to stay safe. 
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A recent extension to the Design and Technology suite has given Mr 

Turner a new ICT room.  This addi�on will enhance the educa�on on offer 

within the Design and Technology  department.  



18            EDEN PROJECT 

Year 3 and 4 enjoyed their recent trip to the Eden Project, they were learning all about life in space and 

discovered so much about Tim Peake and the other astronauts.  
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Year One have thoroughly enjoyed their topic on bears this half term. They have inves�gated bears from all 

around the world using informa�on texts and the internet to find out lots of interes�ng facts which they en-

joyed sharing with the Recep�on class.  

 

They have wriJen online stories about bears and used the iPads to record themselves ac�ng out Goldilocks and 

the 3 Bears as well as We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, using percussion instruments to add to the drama!  

 

Much fun was had experimen�ng with a variety of media to create a variety of bears/teddy bears through arts 

and craQs ac�vi�es. They have found out about how the teddy bear got its name and created a famous teddy 

�me line as well as many more ac�vi�es! 

 

Mrs L Worden 
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22                  ISA NETBALL          
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On Wednesday 20
th

 January four teams travelled to Trinity School, Teignmouth to take part in the ISA SW U11 

and U13 Netball Tournament. All the teams played very well, suppor�ng their team members around them and 

trying to beJer themselves throughout the day. 

 

A Navy helicopter flew in and out of Trinity School that day and even with the noise and draQ the teams  

remained focused. The U11 pupils played 5 games and the U13 4 games. At the end of the day the Year 6 team  

finished in 2
nd

 place as did the Year 7 team. 

 

The two second placed teams have now gained a place in the Na�onal Tournament which will be held in High 

Wycombe on Thursday 17
th

 March. Congratula�ons to all.  

 

Year 5 Team Florence Mailkem  

   Ka�e Heard 

   Pheobe ScoJ 

   Angelia Se�wan 

   Nell Murray 

   CharloJe Budgen 

   LoSe Wilson 

Year 6 Team  Daisy Bailey  

   Liberty Grills 

   Fallon Gillies 

   Alice Amankwah 

   Mary Dowling 

   Daniella Stevens 

   Evie Brown   

Year 7 Team  Holly Kerslake 

   KiJy May 

   Pippi Harris 

   Darcy Courtney-Bridgey 

   Issy Thorns  

   Ella Henry-Brock 

   Belle Ferguson 

   Eve Benton-Landeryou 

   Lowenna Head 

 

Year 8 Team Izzy PoJs 

    Millie Turner 

    Liberty ScoJ 

   Emily Tucker 

   Orla Morton 

   Morwenna Parkhouse 

   Olivia Bolton 

   Ka�e Jones 
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On February 3rd St Joseph’s School hosted the ISA U11 South West Football Tournament. 

Independent Schools from across the South West took part in the annual 5 aside tournament organised by St 

Joseph’s PE teacher and ISA SW Sports Representa�ve Mr S MaJhews. 

Congratula�ons to the pupils of Chilton Cantello who won the tournament.  

Well done to the St Joseph’s School team, Henry, Jolyon, Thomas, Eddie, Daniel, Oliver and Joshua who came 

3rd. 

 

 

 



24      EARLY YEARS NEWS 
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The Early Years children have been learning to use a sewing machine and made this wonderfully bright quilt for 

our class bears. 

EARLY YEARS NEWS     25 
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The Early Years then invited their parents in for a teddy bear’s picnic to see their wonderful work.  



 26  CROSS COUNTRY EVENT 
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Congratula�ons to all the pupils who ran in the U11 St Petroc’s Cross Country event at Summerleaze Down in 

Bude on Friday 5th February 2016.  It was a windy day but all runners ran their hearts out. Notable  

performances in their races were:  

 

3
rd

 Ella Shaw 

7
th

 Daniella Stevens 

11
th

 Sam Thomas 
 

Congratula�ons to all pupils who took part.  

 

U9 Girls’ 

Ella Shaw 

Louisa Smith 

Olivia Shute 

China Bunyard 

Freyja Malin 

Hollie Shute 

 

U 11 Girls 

Daniella Stevens 

Daisy Bailey 

Bronte Stevens 

Alice Amankwah 

Florence Scard-Morgan 

 

 U9 Boys 

Sam Thomas 

Oliver Cleave 

MaJhew Rowland 

Issac Clarke 

Ben Hodgson 

Indy Worth 

Oscar Amankwah  

   

 

U11 Boys 

Daniel Altaan 

Henry Tucker 

Jolyon Malin 

Eddie Gruzdev    

Oliver Goodwin  

GROWING UP        27 
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On Wednesday 20th January Year 2 had a visit from a mum and toddler, as part of their current science topic 

'growing up'. The children learnt lots about caring for babies from Jess and Rupert including what they eat, 

what they enjoying playing with and how many �mes a day they need their nappy changed (which was a bit of 

a shock to all the children).  

 

The children were given �me to ask Jess any ques�ons they had about babies and also �me to look at the bag 

of things Jess had to take everywhere with her, which included spare clothes and lots of toys and books. By the 

end of the session most children agreed that taking care of a baby is a lot of work!  

 

Throughout this term Year 2 will con�nue to look at how we change as we get older and the things we need to 

grow up healthily.  
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On Tuesday 9th March year 10 aJended Pathways to Health which was held at the Knowledge Spa at the Royal 

Cornwall hospital in Truro.  It is an interac�ve event for students featuring innova�on and technology in  

medicine and healthcare.   

 

There were a variety of exhibi�ons including those by Plymouth University Peninsula Schools of Medicine and 

Den�stry; South West Ambulance Trust; Cornwall Mobility Centre; RAF medical core and many others.   

 

The students were able to discuss career opportuni�es and aJend workshops such as a mock theatre ward. 

There are a number of students who are considering a career in Healthcare and the event was both interes�ng 

and informa�ve. 

Mrs A Godwin 
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The GCSE Catering group recently took their GCSE prac�cal exam, in which they had 3 hours to prepare a French 

meal. Many of the meals produced, including that pictured below by Year 11 pupil Henry Callen were really ex-

cep�onal. Well done to Henry and all those who did so well.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured below are some Year 7 students who have been learning how to make pasta this term.  



 30     INTER-HOUSE EVENT
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Years 7 to 11  Inter-house Cross Country 2016 took 

place on a rather wet day! But that didn’t stop the 

children smiling. Well done to all our Senior pupils. 

The winning house were Cotehele. 

Cotehele – 1st  -228 points 

Lanhydrock and Trerice;  joint second 2nd – 261 

points 

Pencarrow  4th – 341 points 

FOOTBALL            31 
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On 2nd February the Year 7 & 8 boys football team played an excellent match, winning 7—3 at home 

against Kingsley School. Well done boys.  
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 32           SPOTLIGHT ON 

 

Congratula�ons to Year 7 pupil William Heard who won an under 

14 county compe��on recently at Exeter University and secured 

one of the 16 places available in the regional compe��on at the 

end of January.   

 

He was unseeded, due to being the youngest compe�tor, and 

played in three rounds, bea�ng the No. 1 seed in the second 

round to reach the finals where he won a very exci�ng match. This 

went to a �ebreak, when both finalists had won a set each.  The 

regional compe��on he has qualified for is open to the 14 highest 

ranked ‘under 14 years’ players in the country and only 2 places 

are open for qualifica�on.   

 

Due to being only 11 years old Will is very excited because his 

mode of entry for this level of compe��on can only be through 

qualifica�on as he has not yet earned enough ranking points to 

gain entry through having the top 14 points.  

 

Well done and good luck Will. 

 

Congratula�ons to Finlay Worth in Year 4 who has been  

working hard on his cricket and at Christmas was rewarded 

for his commitment and talent by being moved from the 

Cornwall 'B' under 10 cricket squad into the 'A' squad.  

 

He will have to con�nue training hard to see if he is one of 

the 13 boys selected to play in this years Cornwall fixtures. 

 

Well done Finlay.  
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Congratula�ons to Year 3 pupil Ruben Mudd, who has been selected 

for county tennis training this year.  

 

Well done Ruben.  

 

Well done to a group of Year 8 pupils who recently prepared, cooked and sold biscuits to raise money for  of 

the STARS charity.  STARS works together with individuals, families and medical professionals to alleviate the 

effects of and provide support and informa�on on syncope and Reflex Anoxic Seizures, to those in distress as a 

result of these seizures, whether suffered by themselves or as a member of the family group. Well done to all 

who helped.  



 

 


