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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 4 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear St Joseph’s Families, 

 Welcome to the end of another exciting week in the life of St Joseph’s, one that has seen many successes and 

plentiful opportunities to celebrate the successes of your children – as this newsletter highlights. My apologies 

for not having attended the Harvest Festival (thank you Mrs Smith and all in the Junior School) as I had to 

attend a Safeguarding Update Course.  In the Senior School the week began with Mr Matthews’ assembly on 

the Ten Tors team, and discussion with the children of the huge benefits this can bring for all who participate. 

This is the sixth year we have run the Ten Tors, and so many children have benefitted from Mr Matthews’ 

expertise here. 

 The Ten Tors encapsulates many of the elements of the care, compassion and community that we regularly 

discuss as central to our ethos. I am looking forward to joining the children on the moors as they start this 

journey, and strongly encourage those in years 9 and 10 to sign up, even just for the first walk. The team are 

inspirational for the children further down the school, and genuine role models here at St Joseph’s. 

 Those role models maintain their connections with the school, and an impromptu visit from Joe Allen, last 

year’s Head Boy, was great see. Hearing that he is looking to sign up to the Ten Tors 55 mile team at Callywith 

along with fellow St Jo’s old boy Max Darwall after twice completing the 35 here was lovely. 

 He is not the only former pupil to return, as we are delighted to have appointed Holly Fanshawe, who left in 

the summer of 2013, to the position of cover Teaching Assistant in Mrs Read’s absence. She has considerable 

experience of working with young people, and is looking at a potential career in teaching in the future. Hearing 

the passion with which she spoke of her school days was wonderful, though as she was once in my Year 11 

tutor group it made me realise just how fast time has flown past. She certainly impressed Mr Matthews, Mrs 

Hartley, Mrs Gardner and I at interview. 

 Appointed for the new long term Teaching Assistant position, and working with Key Stage 3 in particular, we 

are delighted also to welcome Mr Tom Payne to the Senior School. Mr Payne has trained as a teacher, and his 

coaching skills will be of immense value. He has already shown his worth to all who have met him, and is a very 

exciting addition to the St Joseph’s community. 

 Finally, a reminder of the PTA Christmas Fayre meeting on Tuesday 1st October at 14:30 in the dining room. It 

should be a great chance to build on the planning that has gone on thus far, and an opportunity to volunteer 

time or assistance for what will be a fantastic event. It will only work with everyone’s support: please do pop 

along if you are able. 

 Have a lovely weekend, 

 Mr Scott - Headteacher 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Year 5 have been learning about 
mountains and writing case studies 
about famous mountaineers. They 
even got to try on some climbing 
equipment from Mr Hudson's time 
climbing Mount Makalu in the 
Himalayas! Great work Year 5! 

Y5 EXPLORERS 

Stars of the Week  

(23rd—27th  September 2019) 

KS1: Elsie Crompton 

KS2: Daniel Meehan 

KS3: Phoebe Pascoe and Lucas Turner 

KS4: Mair Attwell and  Joe Mercer 

Sorry we missed them last week: 

KS1 Gabriel Houghton 

KS2 Genevieve Hills 

Well done to you all!  

 

Orchard Open Evening 4th October 2019 

 
Join us for our Autumn Orchard Open Evening on Friday 4th 
October at 4.30pm. This event is open to all children aged 

between 3 and 11 years. 

This will be a fun-filled event with a chance to take part in 
outdoor activities, speak with staff, play games and enjoy 
hot chocolate, mulled apple juice and treats cooked on an 

open fire. 

To register for this event please visit  

 

 

 

https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/junior/orchard/ 

Stay & Play Outdoor School at St Joseph’s 

Our Stay and Play School is currently full this term. Thank you to Mrs 

Hampton & Mrs Ponting who run this wonderful session! 

 

https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/junior/orchard/?fbclid=IwAR11aK_BJxWm5N_Z0ZYbqJ2CB4p3hWcmzXoMxN7yojL9sYY49Q47iO0NwNs
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The Year 10 Art, Textiles and Photography students enjoyed a great day out at the 

Tate St Ives this week. 

They engaged in a sketchbook tour of the galleries focusing on drawing skills and 

thinking about meaning of the art works. They particularly enjoyed the Otobong 

Nkanga exhibition, who investigates the relationship between people and land 

Year 10 Art Trip to Tate St Ives 

 

  

 

 

Lost Property Items….. 

A number of parents have reported lost uniform and PE kit items.  Can we ask all parents and carers to 

check PE kits at home to ensure that there are no “alien items”.  Any such items can be handed in to the 

Front Office who will return them to the correct owner. 

Many thanks! 
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Global Climate Protests: St Joseph’s Pupils Strike the Right Notes 

________________________________________________________ 

Friday the 20th of August saw children and young people take to the streets around the world in a mass mobilisation of young 

people demanding those with the power to do so work to prevent a climate catastrophe. Among them were pupils of St 

Joseph’s in Launceston, where absences were authorised for those attending the protests, and whose pupils demonstrated 

that their voices must now be heard. 

These pupils took to the stage as part of the Eden Project Open Mic session, and spoke eloquently of the need for change and 

for attention to be paid to the single most pressing issue facing the planet. The group were also interviewed for the Western 

Morning News, and their eloquence, passion and determination to make a difference make did them great credit.  

Georgie Gilbert, in Year 8, has been inspired to take action since seeing the Extinction Rebellion protests in London. In their 

recent interview, Georgie spoke of concerns that the world is focusing on money and not the Earth, and that “money doesn’t 

grow on a dead planet.” Meanwhile, Ben and Ella Hodgson spoke of being vegan for Lent, and Rosie and Sophie Renfree of 

work on their farm to go organic as well as developing wildflower meadows.  

Amidst the bluster and machinations of the United Nations, the climate change mixed messages of Donald Trump and the fear 

that time is ticking away to make a meaningful difference, Rosalyn Tucker, Year 8 at St Joseph’s, summed up the urgency of 

the situation perfectly. She said “I realised that if we don’t do anything, we don’t have a future.” 

With such a wonderful group of young people working to progress the debate, hope is not lost, and the future, in their hands, 

holds great promise. 
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NEWS FROM A FORMER PUPIL 

Lauren Bryant is a former St Joseph’s pupil who recently completed a trek to the Everest Base Camp.  This 

amazing achievement helped to raise £54,256.00 for charity.  Here is her story: 

 

 

 

On the 31st of August 2019, I began the biggest adventure of my life as I attempted the journey to the base 
camp of the tallest mountain in the world - Mount Everest. I was very apprehensive as I walked up to meet my 
group in the early hours of Saturday, however, as soon as I realised how friendly they all were, my fears were 
soon eased and I began to get very excited about the actual trek and getting to Kathmandu. After two flights 
and a 7-hour layover in Dubai, we were greeted with beautiful flower garlands by our guides, Ramesh and 
Bhumi, who we were to spend the next 2 weeks with.  

 

The sound of the alarm in the early hours of Monday the 2nd was surprisingly welcome as we awoke with much 
excitement about the day to come. We eagerly made our way to Kathmandu airport where, after a few hours of 
waiting, we boarded a very small plane which took us up to Lukla. Lukla is home to the shortest and therefore 
most dangerous runway in the world so it was a very exciting flight. It was then that we were able to begin our 
long-awaited trek to Everest base camp.  

 

We spent approximately 6 hours trekking every day, stopping at teahouses for lunch and staying overnight in a 
variety of different places, including Thyangboche which is home to a stunning Buddhist monastery. The 
scenery was incredible, and it was so interesting to see how the flora and fauna became sparser as we got 
higher up into the Himalayas. As if the incredible scenery and the terrifying jumps out of the way of Yak herds 
wasn’t entertaining enough, we kept ourselves busy by singing a wide variety of songs, I’m not sure the locals 
found the singing as funny as we did! Another feature which kept us entertained fairly early on in the trek was 
the abundance of suspension bridges. The extreme volumes of people and Yaks going over the extremely fast 
flowing water underneath made going over them quite scary, especially when they started wobbling! 
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We had two acclimatisation days on our trek where we stayed an extra night in both Namche Bazar and 
Pheriche. In Pheriche our acclimatisation day consisted of a trek up a mountain to 5100m which was a climb 
of about 700m. It was quite a hard climb due to the big increase in altitude in just a few hours. However, the 
sense of accomplishment when we got to the top was amazing, even if it was too cloudy to see anything! The 
ability to get to 5100m a few days before we were planning to get to base camp (5,364m) was a good 
confidence booster as it was nice to know that our goal was only 200m higher.  

 

The day after our acclimatisation in Pheriche, we trekked to Lobuche where were able to sit in the highest 
bakery in the world which was very welcome after a hard few days of trekking. On route to Lobuche, we went 
through the Everest memorial. This was an eye-opening experience as we realised how dangerous the 
mountain was due to the high number of casualties that it had claimed. We also saw the graves of many 
people who lived in the Himalayas and had been fatalities of the deadly 2015 earthquake, in which 9000 
people lost their lives. The impact of the 2015 earthquake was also very prominent everywhere else we went 
on our trek as many tea houses were still being rebuilt and some were still not in use due to earthquake 
damage. We were informed that many locals had died in this earthquake and saw how 4 years later the locals 
were still being affected due to high levels of poverty and a lack of funding making rebuilding very difficult. 

 

After Lobuche we made our way to Gorak Shep which is the location of the highest tea house in the world. 
We then begun the 3km trek alongside the Khumbu glacier to our final destination – Everest base camp. We 
sung the Nepalese song we had been taught all the way there whilst stopping every now and then to witness 
the great landslides and avalanches that occurred on the mountains opposite us. The feeling of 
accomplishment when we got to base camp was incredible, and it was lovely to know that all of our hard 
work had paid off. It was amazing to see the ice fall which stops so many from getting to the summit of 
Everest and to experience standing on a real glacier.  

 

The next day we woke up at 3:30 in order to get to the top of Kala Pattar (5,643m), the mountain in Gorak 
Shep, to watch the sun rise over Everest. The walk was amazing as the gradual increase in light revealed that 
we were surrounded by towering, beautiful, snowy peaks. It was such an amazing view and definitely worth 
the hard trek and 3:30 start, I would recommend it to anyone. 

 

I had the most amazing time on my trek to Everest base camp and it exceeded all my expectations. To have 
raised a collective £54, 256 for charity made the experience all the more special and although at times the 
trek was hard, we always had our amazing goal and who we were doing it for in mind. I met so many amazing 
people, including our lovely guides and the extremely helpful, hardworking and inspiring locals and I will 
remember them and the trek forever. 

 

Congratulations Lauren—what a fantastic achievement! 

School Trips Information 

 
Year Group Trip Date of Trip Cost Payment 

11 Art College 9 Oct 19 0 n/a 

5-6 PGL 13-15 May £85 dep / £185 full 18/9 

9 Gothic Horror 17 Oct 9.00 11/9 
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IN THE NEWS……. 

To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here. 
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Documents uploaded to portal this week: 

 

Subject Document 
Type 

Year Groups 
involved 

Sent on 

Year 9 Gothic Horror trip letter 17 Octo-
ber 2019 

School Trips Year 9 26 Sep 2019 

Christmas Fayre 2019 Save The Date Events Whole School 26 Sep 2019 

Thursday 10 October Year 10 What Next 
Evening Letter to Parents 

Events Year 10 24 Sep 2019 

Junior School - Parents Eve 2019 Years 1-6 School 
Letter 

Years 1-6 24 Sep 2019 

Passengers Sept 2019-20 - 2 - Lanivet Buses Selected pupils 24 Sep 2019 

Alans Holsworthy Bus Buses Selected Pupils 24 Sep 2019 

Passengers Sept 2019-20 - 5 - Tavistock Buses Selected Pupils 24 Sep 2019 

Passengers Sept 2019-20 - 8 - St Minver Buses Selected Pupils 24 Sep 2019 

PTA Christmas Fayre Help Please letter 
18092019 

Events Whole School 23 Sep 2019 

Notices sent out this week: 

 

Subject 
Year Groups 
involved Sent On 

Year 9 Gothic Horror trip letter 17 October 2019 Year 9 26/09/2019 

St Josephs Christmas Fayre 2019 Save the Date poster Whole School 25/09/2019 

Thursday 10 October Year 10 What Next Evening Letter to 
Parents 

Year 10 24/09/2019 

Team List - Wednesday 2nd October - U11 Hockey v Pol-
whele and St Petroc's @ St Josephs 

Selected pupils 24/09/2019 

Team List - Wednesday 2nd October - U11 Rugby v Polwhele 
and St Petroc's @ Polwhele 

Selected Pupils 24/09/2019 

Junior School - Parents Eve 2019 Years 1-6 Years 1-6 24/09/2019 

Passengers Sept 2019-20 - Alans Holsworthy Bus Selected pupils 24/09/2019 

UPDATED BUS TIMES - Passengers Sept 2019-20 - 5 - Yelver-
ton Bus 

Selected Pupils 24/09/2019 

UPDATED BUS TIMES - Passengers Sept 2019-20 - 8 - St Min-
ver Bus 

Selected Pupils 24/09/2019 

PTA Christmas Fayre Help Please letter 2019 Whole School 23/09/2019 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=FMmA10XwxJkS9s1MM4JjIw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=FMmA10XwxJkS9s1MM4JjIw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=lrJB7sFtPP5B%23UrdM%2fOe2Q%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=XR34ktAqxomF8kK2hOxURQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=XR34ktAqxomF8kK2hOxURQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=mBO%2fsA0oq0kFVZmbWZl3jg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=15ocJKQ58nNNT75VJiHegQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=%2fn7hWDw4kdJ4deh4MLProw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=GmS%2f2wneSPypAlCSKVnfoQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=RZl%2f0ju6MEqGLIjUkoTb7g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=96f62%2f71TCjFV4M%2flMsTgQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=96f62%2f71TCjFV4M%2flMsTgQ%3d%3d
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$Subject')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$dateSent')
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=ljb8jlvuU8dZFDfYnHLP1g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=ZKnDpHpf7PiJMgkChwIL7g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=MzNHGo4d3ncLa5jnMMJyYA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=MzNHGo4d3ncLa5jnMMJyYA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=63Rg0ePYrTcFGE6RbQso0A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=63Rg0ePYrTcFGE6RbQso0A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=Q24BlIuPSRX91Fx8a%2fEALg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=Q24BlIuPSRX91Fx8a%2fEALg%3d%3d
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