WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 13
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

What a fabulous week this has been—and what a busy one as well. It never ceases to amaze me what we can
pack into the last week of term, and this year has been no different. While the attached will give you a flavour of
all we achieved, there is so much more besides: I can scarcely believe the week has only been 4 days long!
I have loved seeing the school so seasonal, and our Christmas Entertainment on Monday afternoon really set the
tone for this. Hearing our children sing so beautifully, and then to see them serve their guests from local care
homes so well, was a moment of real pride for me. From there, Miss May came and reminded me I was due to
read to Reception and Year one, so a quick dash down the corridor, the addition of a Santa Hat and after chatting
with the youngest members of the St Jo’s Family we were away to the North Pole saving Christmas.

Tuesday saw a transition day with our incoming Senior School SENCO, report writing (so many positives for your
children across Junior and Senior sides of the school) and then up to St Mary’s to see the choirs rehearse. It was
wonderful to see Mrs O’Brien there: she is a much missed member of the school and so experienced with all
things related to the Service of Lessons and Carols. She helped our readers prepare for Thursday, and gave them
real confidence. The choirs were great, and I was so impressed in particular with the Year 5 boys who were remarkably good and patient throughout the rehearsal time.
Wednesday was Senior Swimming Gala, Junior Party food and form parities, Senior Christmas Lunch (which was
delicious I can assure you) and then on to judge the Inter-House Christmas Talent Show. It was lovely to see how
well this worked, and the cross-year support the children offered one another. Myself, Mr Turner and Mrs Bartlett judged—and really every child who took to the stage, the sound and lighting or checked props was a winner.

And then there was yesterday. As the Seniors went to Eden and had a fantastic time in the biomes and ice
skating, Year 5 put on an outstanding nativity performance. All of them were so confident and clear, the pride of
parents and staff was palpable. Following this, I was invited to be involved in assessing the Y6’s impressive bridge
building talents. Later, I was treated to a second portion of Christmas lunch with the Junior School. It was a real
pleasure sitting with Year 6: their maturity in conversation and positivity was great fun to be a part of: the photographs later in this newsletter show a little of the fun had by all. To end the day: our whole school assembly.
And then to the Service of Lessons and Carols. Wow. What a superb performance by everyone involved: from the
procession into church via Ella’s solo to start Once in Royal David’s City to the performances of the boys’ choir,
Canzonetta, girls’ choir and the lovely descants for the congregational carols and on through the outstanding
readings by the Head Pupils’ team, I could not have been prouder of the children of St Joseph’s. The school now
seems very quiet without them as I write the last newsletter of the term—tired but very proud of the school we
all share.
With best wishes for a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year, Mr Scott.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ten Tors Training
The Ten Tors training team went to the north part of Dartmoor for their 3rd outing this Autumn. As you can see
from the pictures, the Okehampton area has many challenging hills and tors to climb. All pupils did very well in
warmer, but windy and misty conditions. Their navigation is improving well, particularly with the help of ex-pupil
Max Darwall coming to help out. The picture below shows the team walking up Steeperton Tor. Thank you to Mr
Brown, Miss Hemingway and Neil Wraith for giving up their time to help.

Year 11 Chemistrees…..

These trees were constructed by the Year 11 Chemistry
Trilogy Group: Xander, Belle, Mia. Eve, Jess, Kitty and
Emma
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Coaches Corner…..
The autumn term along with 2019 has come to a close for tennis at St Joseph’s School. I am delighted that participation has
remained at impressive levels and it is a delight to see the pupils’ reaction to the progress, fun and education that the game
is offering them.
The superb facilities and the positivity towards tennis at St Joseph’s has seen participation at a all time high no matter the
time of year.
I am hoping there will be more of a platform for them to showcase their talents not just outside of school but at school in
2020—watch this space for thoughts on a summer tournament.

The Lawn Tennis Association decided not only to award me with
Cornwall coach of the year in 2019 but as regional coach of the
year in addition to this. This is not possible without pupils, parents, teachers, the school office and a positive environment. My
many thanks to one and all.

Stars of the Week
(9th—13th December)
KS1: Hetty Cann
KS2: Theo Felcey
KS3: Leo Harris

KS4: Faren Huckle
Well done to you all!

Wishing everyone at St. Joseph’s a merry Christmas and see you
all next term.

Year 4 Scientific Research
This week Year 4 were looking at some real scientific research about the regeneration of the entire human epidermis using transgenic stem cells i.e. I bet you didn’t know…how to grow a new skin. They then looked at onion skin
cells under a microscope and used loo roll to calculate the surface area of their skin.
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Christmas Entertainment
Monday afternoon saw the hall packed for our traditional Christmas Entertainment for grandparents of
children at St Joseph’s as well as residents of local residential homes. This is a highlight of the Christmas
period, and great fun for all involved. We were treated to festive pieces from Girls’ Choirs, Boys’ Choir
and Canzonetta, as well as group carols. Mr Scott than hosted the seasonal quiz, while the Y11 Choristers presented the raffle. Concluding with a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday for Charlie, a guest who
had just marked his 90th birthday, it was a certainly a lovely afternoon for all.

Inter-House Cross Country
Congratulations to all the pupils who ran in the Inter-House competitions which took place in 3 sections: Year7
and 8, Year 9 and 10 and the Juniors. All the pupils ran very well and there was great support and kindness shown
throughout the event, as well as some great competitive running. Above and beyond the achievement of just taking part and representing your house special congratulations should go to
the Individual Winners who were:
Year 3/4 - Joseph Scott
Year 5/6 - Josh Thomas
Year 7/8 -Thomas Harris
Year 9/10 - Will Collings

The winning Houses were as follows: Junior School—St Thomas’s
Senior School—Trerice
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Junior Christingle Service

Farming and Country Caravan

On Sunday 8th December, 24 members of the Junior
Choir took part in the Christingle service at St Mary Magdalene Church, Launceston. At the beginning of the service, Year 3 pupil Layla was given the very special job of
lighting the Advent wreath to mark the second week of
Advent. During the service we all learnt about Christingle
by building a giant Christingle orange and then each child
got their own Christingle Orange to take home. Thank
you to the Junior Choir who sang so beautifully, it really
was wonderful to be part of such a very special service.

The Junior School were visited by the Farm and
Country Caravan from the Royal Showground this
week. The children learned about where their food
came from and all aspects of animal husbandry and
farming.

Uniform Shop
The School Uniform Shop has completed its last delivery
to the school before the holidays and will be closed from
17-27th December.
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Year 6 Bridge Engineers
Year 6 were set the challenge to build bridges that would allow armoured vehicles and troops to cross a WW1
battlefield bridging trenches, craters and rivers! Building resources were rationed. Mr Scott was invited to class to
see the bridge testing. All 5 bridges fulfilled the design brief meeting all 3 challenges. This activity finished a fantastic term of learning about WW1. Well done Year 6.
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Victorian Toys

Following our visit to Lanhydrock to find out about a Victorian Christmas, year one have been making
thaumatropes - a traditional Victorian toy with a fun optical illusion

Year 2 Scientists
Year 2 were great scientists this week as we investigated the hypothesis “Hard materials cannot absorb water”.
Everyone really enjoyed the experiments, and it really seems there are some budding scientists in this year
group: Mrs Skerry will be delighted to see such enthusiasm for her specialist subject.
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Oliver!
More! You want more?!?!... Our audiences certainly did as the final curtain drew on two incredible performances
from the children of St Joseph's Junior School, both of which demonstrated the skills and confidence the children
possess in abundance.
Last week at St Joseph's we were treated to two fantastic
performances of 'Oliver Twist' by the talented children of
Key Stage 2. Over the course of this half term the children
Years 3 to 6 have been working hard on their Christmas
production under the eagle eye of our renown Director of
Music Mrs Smith, and they certainly didn't disappoint
when it came to the main events.

in

On Wednesday morning the children performed to an audience of Senior School pupils and a very happy group of
visitors from other local primary schools. St Joseph’s is
delighted to work with other schools, and this was a great
opportunity to do just that. After rave reviews from all
those fortunate enough to see the first show, Thursday
evening brought the main event.

For the evening show, the hall was packed with parents,
grandparents, friends and family. They were delighted
with the quality of the production, and the rousing rendition of ‘Ooom pah pah’ shook the roof. The children of
Key Stage 2 should be extremely proud of themselves,
all performing with confidence, enthusiasm, professionalism and most of all a huge amount of enjoyment.
There was plenty of audience participation throughout,
with booing, laughter and even a sing-a-long competition.

A special congratulations must go to our Year 6 pupils who took on the
lead roles including those of Narrators, Fagin, Bill Sykes, Nancy, Mr Bumble, the Sowerberry Family and of course the Artful Dodger and Oliver
Twist themselves. Well done to everyone involved and thank you to our
wonderful children for another superb performance to continue our festive celebrations.
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Junior School Nativity

Well done to Year 5 whose fantastic Christmas Nativity was the perfect way to open the last day of term. They were a
credit to Mrs Smith and Mrs Jones, who managed to get them to put on a polished performance in little more than a week.
They all did brilliantly—and this picture shows just how proud their parents were of their talented children!

Christmas Story Reading
Mrs Kemp and Mrs Hampton were very pleased to see the great response they received when asking for pupils to read Christmas stories to the children. Staff from
across Junior and Senior School responded, and were delighted to read
to
the youngest children in the school.
These included Mr Duff, Mrs Skerry,
Mrs Scott, Mr Matthews and Miss
Hemingway. The children responded
very well indeed to their guests, and
were certainly very appreciative of
the time taken to read to them. See
here is Mr Scott reading The Polar
Bear Who Saved Christmas—a lovely seasonal tale that he was very happy to be able
to have the time to share with the children.
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Merry Christmas
from all in the
Junior School
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Portal Notices
Documents uploaded to portal this week:

Subject

Document Type

Year Groups involved

Sent on

Head teacher End of Term Letter

Letter

Whole School

13 Dec 2019

Plymouth Argyle After School Club
Jan-Feb 2020
2020 prom letter

Sport

12 Dec 2019

Events

Junior School and Yr
7 Girls
Year 11

Year 8 options evening letter

Important Reference

Year 8

12 Dec 2019

Options Booklet MASTER 2019.20

Important Reference

Year 8

12 Dec 2019

12 Dec 2019

Notices sent out since this week:

Subject
Head teacher End of Term Letter

Year Groups involved

Sent On

Whole School

Plymouth Argyle After School Club Jan-Feb 2020

Junior School and Yr 7 Girls

12/12/2019

Year 11 prom letter 2020

Year 11

12/12/2019

Year 8 options evening letter and booklet 2019/20

Year 8

13/12/2019

Please can all parents check to ensure your child has
the right PE kit as some named PE Bags with uniform

Whole School

11/12/2019

Individual School Photos - Please see message below

Whole School

11/12/2019

Duchy College cross country cancelled on Friday 13
December due to the recent wet weather- Please see

Years 3-6

11/12/2019

Updated Ski trip Brochure including social media infor-

Selected Pupils on Trip

10/12/2019
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