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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 19 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

What a lovely way to end the week! We have just had the Senior Interhouse Music contest—and it has been a 
fabulous display of talent, innovation, originality and great fun. Well done to House Captains for organising their 
houses with such a quick turn around since the competition was announced. The large group ensembles were 
just lovely—Max Quinn and Kitty May as John Travolta and Olivia Newton John were superb, while the vocal 
talents of Izzy Thorns, Ella Henry-Brock, Chloe Smith, Phoebe Blatchford-Cooper, Rosenwynn Bacon, Kelly Lam, 
Daisy Bailey  and many more was quite exceptional. All were superbly accompanied by Pippi Harris, Darcey 
Courtney-Bridgey and every musician who took part. That Pencarrow won was almost secondary, though perhaps 
not to the Year 11s Pippi Harris, Liv Collings and Chloe Smith who  had put so much into organising the team. 

The whole even was a wonderful St Joseph’s moment—and a real tribute to the hard work and team spirit that 
exists across the Senior School. Thank you to Mrs Betambeau for having oversight, and to our wonderful judges, 
Mr Dave Richey and Mrs O’Brien. Both judges embody much of what is special about St Joseph’s: that once you 
become a part of the school, you are always a part of the school. Mrs O’Brien is much missed, and having her 
back in the judges chair was a joy. Mr Richey has been a member of staff, and now works with drama 
intervention and is our go-to cover teacher: both are great to work with, and I look forward to many more happy 
times in the future. 

Looking forward, please do bear in mind both the PTA Quiz that will take place on the 6th of March (book tickets 
through reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk) and Mary Poppins, the Senior School musical that runs for the last 
two nights of the spring term. Both, in their own ways, promise to be great fun, and each will be a great moment 
in the school year. 

On a very different note, I am sorry to inform you that following a lengthy period of ill health, Mrs Houghton has 
taken the difficult decision that she will not be returning to St Joseph’s. I am very sad to see her go, as she has 
brought a lot to the school during her time here. We will be advertising for a long term replacement for 
September, but I am very pleased with the staff who have worked with the children during Mrs Houghton’s 
absence. Mrs Yilmaz will continue to be teaching food through the summer term as she has made an excellent 
impression since joining us. I know you will join me and the staff in wishing Mrs Houghton the very best of luck 
for the future—we will be staying in touch. 

We are also placing an advertisement for a part time teacher of maths and science, but do not be alarmed: this 
proposed role is in addition to the staff we currently have, as we have identified a need for some additional 
teaching hours beyond our current capacity. If you know of anyone who may fit the bill, do send them our way. 

In other news, St Joseph’s will be hosting the North Cornwall Festival of music and dance from the 19th to the 
22nd of February. It promises to be a great showcase for talent both local and from further afield, and we are 
very pleased to be working with the festival once again. 

Finally, I would just like to wish you each a very happy half term. The children have worked very hard indeed and 
deserve their break. On behalf of the staff and Governors I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support of 
the school. It is never something we will take for granted, and I hope you each feel proud to be a part of St 
Joseph’s: your children do you great credit on a daily basis. 

With best wishes, 
Mr Scott 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Interhouse Music: well done 

everyone! 
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Teddy bears’ picnic…... 

Miraculously no bears were lost in the river in the playing of this game....throw the stick, not the bear!! 

If you go down to the or-
chard today you’re in for a 
big surprise....because today 
was the day the Reception 
and Year 1 bears had their 
picnic. After a game of pooh 
sticks at the river and a run 
around in the sunshine, the 
bears enjoyed a cosy indoor 
picnic of sticky sandwiches 
made by the children. 
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Stars of the 

Week  

10th—14th February 

KS1: Willow Bhatti 

KS2: John Hosking 

KS3: The History Club! 

KS4:  Darcy Courtney Bridgey 

Well done to you all!  

 

Year 1 Sewing Project 

Eight little baby bears off to their new homes. Well done Year 
1. Next half term we are going to tackle a sewing machine to 
make a new quilt for the classroom. 

May Bank Holiday Reminder….. 

A reminder; the May Bank Holiday is now Friday 8th May 2020 and not Monday 4th 

May. This change was made Nationally to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day 

Year 11 Chemistry 

 

Year 11 are studying Organic Chemistry at 
the moment. The photo is an example of 
the nylon made by Livi and Amy using a 
Condensation Polymerisation reaction 
between 1,6 diaminohexane and sebacoyl 
chloride. 

Year 6 Topic Homework 

Year 6 have produced a great standard of work this week 
which included animation, pictures, models , fact files and 
even dinosaur biscuits! 
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Year 8 Maths 

Miss McLean's Year 8s have been combining re-
cent work on construction to explore loci in 
maths this week.  

Year 11 University Visit 

 

Pictured are Sophie, Ruby and Chloe at   Plymouth 
University. Year 11, as part of their PSHEE and ca-
reers programme, visited      Plymouth University 
and had a campus tour and talks on student life 
and applying for  University. It was a positive expe-
rience for the students raising their aspirations and  
reminding them of the many opportunities in high-
er and further education that exist once they leave 
St Joseph’s. 
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Senior School Core Subjects Weekly Wonders: 

English: Izzy Cox for making lots of progress and producing an excellent Romeo and Juliet assessment. 

Maths: William Stoppard for a consistently outstanding approach to his studies in maths. 

Science: Sophie Wilkins and Livi Collings for some excellent Rate / Equilibrium Revision Notes. 

Year 7 Art 

This week the year 7s have been drawing observationally from real prawns. This is to start their new topic on  
Cleaner Seas. They will be making large scale sea creatures from cardboard and recycled plastic over the next few 
weeks.  

Year 4 Careers Talk 

 

On Monday we were visited by parent Mrs Mott who came to 
talk to Year 4 about her career as an Engineer. Mrs Mott told 
the children how she had worked to ensure that the trains 
tyres and brakes were fit for purpose. The children learned 
about flanges and bogies and had a great time looking at Mrs 
Mott's equipment and the 'rule book'. The children found the 
talk really interesting. Thank you Mrs Mott!  
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St Josephs’ former pupils……. 

Here at St Joseph’s the Firm Foundation we build really is 
For Life – and the friendships that are formed carry for-
ward and are enduring. This was shown by a group of for-
mer pupils from the class of 2011/12, the antepenultimate 
all girls’ year group to leave St Joseph’s, many of whom 
were recently in touch to show that they remain firm 
friends. 

During a weekend get together, the girls’ thoughts inevita-

bly turned to place their friendship began, the classrooms, 

halls and playgrounds of St Joseph’s. As they reminisced 

about their time together, they decided to let us know they 

were thinking of their alma mater. And so, it was lovely to 

hear from these former pupils who left St Joseph’s in 2012. 

Lorna Marshall, Harriet Dawson, Hannah Routly, Lydia 

Uglow, Emily Kane, Naomi Gillies, Mica Sturdy, Sophie 

Clare, Laura Champ and Florence Pillman. They were a 

wonderful year group, and clearly had fond memories of 

their time together. In the words of the girls:  

‘After leaving school in 2012 we all heading in different directions, however, we have managed to stay 
firm friends. This weekend 10 of us have managed to get together and we wanted to share this with 
you, as we have been reminiscing about our school days. Our year are the ones that donated the large 
clock (now seen in the dining room) as ‘the class that was always late!’ We have all been friends since 
meeting at St Joseph’s, some friendships were made as early as Year 3. Even though some of us get to 
regularly see each other, due to living in London, it’s not often we can get together. This weekend we 
have managed to organise a small reunion and 10 of us managed to make it. We had such a special 
weekend sharing memories about our time at St Joseph’s. We chatted about the adventures of our Duke 
of Edinburgh award with Mrs Gibson, choir performances with Mrs Mann, speech and drama with Mrs 
Hayward, history projects with Mrs White, story time with Mr Chalmers, 
rounders on the school field and some very long prize giving speech-
es. Attached is a picture from our weekend and here is a little bit of what 
we are all doing now!” 

Harriet- Studying for a PhD in Earth Science at      
Imperial College London. 

Lorna- A Norland Nanny in London 

Laura- Currently a Vet at Castle Vets in Launceston. 

Mica- The Host manager at Glazebrook House Hotel 

in Devon. 

Lydia- A demi chef de parti working at ‘Pretty Sweet 

London’. 

Hannah- A Seasonal ecologist  

Naomi - Talent coordinator at MTV London 
Sophie- A Marketing Events Officer in the Mayors’ 
office London. 
Florence- A Civil servant in the Ministry Of Defence. 

Thank you for being in touch girls – it is wonderful to 
see the diverse carers you have followed after St           
Joseph’s. Please do keep in touch! If there are any  
other alumni getting together, or wanting to get in 
touch, please do let us know your news – we are     
always keen to hear what former pupils are up to in 
the world  beyond St Jo’s. 
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Year 10 English 

Both Year 10 English groups have been working 
on creating film trailers for the novel Jekyll and 
Hyde. We looked at key themes the trailer   
needed to cover and how to pick out and       
represent the pivotal moments in the novel. The 
costume cupboard was raided and there were 
props aplenty - the screening will take place in 
today’s lesson.   

SENCo Coffee Morning—save the date…… 

Our next coffee morning will be held on Friday 20th March for Senior School 

Parents to come and have a chat with the SEN Team.  The focus will be on    

supporting exam prep at home as well as  strategies for anxiety linked to    

exams.  

In order for us to arrange refreshments for the morning, we would greatly   

appreciate it if you could confirm your attendance by Wednesday 18th March 

on the Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk e-mail. 
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Year 4 Engineering 

Impressive engineering from Year 4 today as they start to build their trains! After half term they will be adding en-
gines to bring their trains to life. They are also heading to Bodmin Railway next month to further explore trains! 
Great work Year 4. 

Congratulations…… 

To our U14 Football Team who travelled to Nottingham to partici-

pate in the ISA National Tournament.  They played brilliantly coming 

joint second in their group.  They then played in the U11 Bowl play-

off, unfortunately losing 2-0 against North Bridge House School.  

Whilst away the team also got to visit St George’s Park Stadium 

where they enjoyed a tour and spoke with England U21 Manager 

Aidy Boothroyd which was particularly special for Callum—an avid 

Watford FC fan! Well done to our U14 team who represented the 

school so well: Callum, Jacob, Robert, Zack, George, Ollie, Will and 

Daniel. 
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Portal Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documents uploaded to portal this week: 

Notices sent out this week: 

Eden letter Y3 School Trips Year 3 14 Feb 2020 

Quiz Night Reminder and entry form Events Whole School 14 Feb 2020 

Junior School february half term letter 2020 School Letter Junior School 14 Feb 2020 

coffee morning PTA Events Whole School 14 Feb 2020 

Camps International parents meeting letter 2 
March 2020 

Events Selected Pupils 14 Feb 2020 

Yr 11 Easter Revision letter Examination 
Information 

Year 11 14 Feb 2020 

Easter revision session 2020 parents copy Examination 
Information 

Year 11 14 Feb 2020 

World Book Day 2020 Events Whole School 14 Feb 2020 

Letter re Bath Uni French Revision Day School Trips Year 11 13 Feb 2020 

St Joseph's Grandparents' Day 2020 Events Whole School 13 Feb 2020 

GCSE Entry Letter 2020 Examination 
Information 

Year 11 11 Feb 2020 

North Cornwall Dance Festival 2020 Events Whole School 10 Feb 2020 

Yr 11 RS and History Exeter visit 2020 School Trips Year 11 10 Feb 2020 

Subject Year Groups involved Sent On 

Eden letter Y3 Year 3 14/02/2020 

Thursday 27 Feb - U13 Mixed hockey v 
Shebbear @ St Josephs 

Whole School 14/02/2020 

Tuesday 25 Feb - U15 Mixed hockey v 
Shebbear @ Shebbear 

Selected Pupils 14/02/2020 

KS1 Gym Club is cancelled on Wednesday 26 
Feb due to Senior school parents evening. 

KS! Gym Pupils 14/02/2020 

Year 6 Class assembly on Friday 28th Feb @ 
3pm - All parents are welcome to come along 

Year 6 14/02/2020 

Quiz Night Reminder and entry form Whole School 14/02/2020 

Junior School February half term letter 2020 Junior School 14/02/2020 

coffee morning PTA Tuesday 3 March 2020 Whole School 14/02/2020 

Camps International parents meeting letter 2 
March 2020 

Selected Pupils 14/02/2020 

Yr 11 Easter Revision details Year 11 14/02/2020 

World Book Day 2020 Whole School 14/02/2020 

Letter re Bath Uni French Revision Day Selected Pupils 13/02/2020 

St Joseph's Grandparents' Day 2020 Whole School 13/02/2020 

GCSE Entry Letter 2020 Year 11 11/02/2020 

Years 8 and 9 Immunisations - 3rd Visit 9 June 
2020 - Online Bookings now open 

Selected Pupils 11/02/2020 

North Cornwall Dance Festival 2020 Whole School 10/02/2020 

Yr 11 RS and History Exeter visit 2020 Selected Pupils 10/02/2020 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=9Qo8fqjuxvkMeGbbb%2fO9fg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=rl3N44sNJdrCK00sarms1Q%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=qiDt51Q9G4JRuYoLzn7ajQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=U0si0K3DmzHvJWUYhl2neQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=Gq4c%2fHcAaZIURT4okM%2fvww%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=Gq4c%2fHcAaZIURT4okM%2fvww%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=OE5TKjYgnLzeEbDJ9%2f5Q6g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=8m%23Nlyd3djBWJM%2f1P%2foDJg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=60%2f8qyD0QfVRzu8RxYFn7g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=aP6yeqAtV9odgNTlOeGZ6w%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=UdjE%23I64FxNvgypVR0hG%23g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=%2fEVqqPMo%2fnedLX43khrYww%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=Qg%2fYpFcWTHewY%2fGsXvdr%23g%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=LFPXSO5MZ92K6os4BCNgfg%3d%3d
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