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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 21 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 

After a very busy week, I am writing this just before heading down to the hall to prepare for the PTA quiz. By 

which I mean helping to set up tables and chairs, rather than any last minute attempt to cram knowledge about 

music, flags of the world or anything else that may come up into a somewhat tired mind. Despite that, I am 

looking forward to what I am sure will be a great evening, and one which I hope will raise some funds for the PTA. 

PTA funds have made a difference to the upper playground currently, as you will see the first of the two new 

outdoor table tennis tables has been delivered and put together. We are waiting for a suitable break in the 

weather to assemble the second, which on current form means it may be ready somewhere around the end of 

July. We can but hope for dry times around the corner. 

This week, rain featured even inside, as an exciting part of the staging of An Inspector Calls, to which we took 

Year 10 and 11 on Tuesday night. Despite not returning to school until nearly 10:30pm, it was a great evening and 

very much a positive for the children. Thank you to Mrs Diffey and the team for making this work, I was very 

pleased to be able to drive a bus and attend. 

I have also been out with the children of Year 4 this week as we went to celebrate St Piran’s  day yesterday. You 

can read all about this later in the newsletter, but it was so lovely to see the pride the children took in being part 

of the parade, and representing the school in this celebration of all things Cornish. Kernow bys vyken indeed. 

In other news, we continue to ensure that we are as prepared as we are able for any impact the coronavirus may 

cause. I will continue to send information as the situation changes, and we will let you know of any possible 

contact we know of between any member of the school community and any reported case. We still have nothing 

at this stage, but are maintaining vigilance and even as I type this I have received what is now a daily update on 

the situation by the DfE. 

The opening paragraph of the email is a reminder: Personal hygiene is the most important way we can tackle 

COVID-19, especially washing hands more; and the catch it, bin it, kill it strategy for those with coughs and 

sneezes.  Wash your hands more often for 20 seconds with soap and hot water. In addition to handwashing before 

eating and after sneezing, both children and staff should also wash hands after using toilets and after travelling on 

public transport. Please help us in sharing simple and effective hand hygiene messages.”  

I am determined that we will act appropriately, with caution and with common sense and with care to the 

children and the wider community. To which end, I will conclude by asking that if you or a family member falls 

into the high-risk category that you let Glenda know either by email or in person so we can ensure we have an 

up to date list—this will remain confidential of course. Do enjoy the weekend, 

With best wishes, 
Mr Scott 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Design and Technology 

 

Year 10 GCSE Design & Technology stu-
dents are busy working on their projects. 
They have each designed and are making a 
piece of period furniture. We look forward 
to seeing their final creations 

Spring Painting 

Year 1 are learning poems about nature this week. On Monday we heard the poem ‘Daffodils’ by William 
Wordsworth and tried to paint the pictures in our head. We enjoyed listening to Vivaldi’s ‘Spring’ as we   
painted in the warm sunshine. 
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Ancient Egyptians—Year 5 

 

Year 5 have been learning about the everyday lives of Ancient Egyptians.   

 

Last Thursday in the cookery room, we made North African flat breads 
which we enjoyed with a drizzle of honey- delicious!  
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Stars of the 

Week  

2nd—6th March 

KS1:  Toby Metcalf 

KS2: Amalie Crowder 

KS3: Rafferty Hulme-Teague 

KS4:  Hermione Hartigan 

          Daniella Stevens 

 

Well done to you all!  

 

May Bank Holiday Reminder….. 

A reminder; the May Bank Holiday is now Friday 
8th May 2020 and not Monday 4th 

May. This change was made Nationally to com-
memorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day 

Year 2 Topic Work 

As part of our topic work on 

India, we learnt that the 

national bird of India is the 

peacock.    

In order to create a 
class display, the chil-
dren have doing pas-
tel drawings of pea-
cock feathers.   

Year 10 and 11 English classes went to the 
Theatre Royal, Plymouth on Tuesday evening 
to watch the play 'An Inspector Calls'. As we 
are studying the play as part of the English 
Literature GCSE it was a good experience to 
see it actually performed. It was a funny and 
poignant play with a profound message.  

Written by Ruby Allin Year 11 

SENCo Coffee Morning—save the date…… 

Our next coffee morning will be held on Friday 20th March for Senior 
School Parents to come and have a chat with the SEN Team.  The focus 
will be on  supporting exam prep at home as well as  strategies for anxi-
ety linked to exams.  

In order for us to arrange refreshments for the morning, we would 
greatly  appreciate it if you could confirm your attendance by Wednes-
day 18th March on the reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk e-mail. 
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Enjoying the sunshine 

 
Year 2 have been busy in the Orchard. They have been work-
ing hard gardening and enjoying the moments of sunshine.  

Well done year 2! 
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Senior School Core Subjects Weekly Wonders: 

English: Kitty May  for doing a lot of work in her own time and making substantial progress. 

Maths:  

Science:   

Congratulations to…… 

 

 

Year 3 Eden Trip 

 Year 3 visited the Eden Project this week and became 

Rainforest Rangers for the day.  

We discovered what it takes to survive in the Am-

azon Rainforest and embarked on a quest of dis-

covery through the Rainforest Biome.   

We all had a fantastic time and learnt a lot of inter-
esting facts. Thank you to the team at the Eden Project 
who looked after us so well. 

Shannon who won a trophy at Wadebridge on Wednesday. She came 

first in the Woodwind Solo Grade 3-5 category.  

The Wadebridge Music Festival is ongoing and we will report further 

results in next week’s Newsletter. 
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World Book Day 

 

Here are some pictures of our amazing costumes—thank you 

very much for the effort that has gone in to this.  A total of 

£204.00 was raised and will go towards the “School In A Box” 

charity (which is part of UNICEF) 

 
As part of World Book Day, KS1 are  
doing a round robin of book related 
activities. In the year 1 classroom we 
are on a scavenger hunt - finding    
characters and items in books. They are 
so good at it! 
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World Book Day continued….. 

Year 6 Gardeners 

Year 6 enjoying gardening 
in the orchard last week  
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Kernow bys Vyken – St Piran’s Day in Launceston 

Pupils from St Joseph’s were proud to take part in the second annual 
St Piran’s Parade, a celebration of Cornwall’s patron saint (although 
St Michael and St Petroc may disagree) and of  pride in all things 
west of the Tamar. Year Four pupils represented St Joseph’s at in the 
parade alongside those from 8 other local primary schools and pupils 
from Launceston College. 

The schools gathered in Launceston’s        
magnificent town hall, where they were     
organised for the parade into the centre of 
Lanson, the historic capital of Cornwall. Cllr 
Tremain, town crier for the past 40 years,  
began the formal element of proceedings  
before Mayor Cllr Gordon addressed the  
gathered school children and members of the 
public. He spoke of St Piran, and that the   
children should be proud of who they were, 
where they came from, and of being Cornish 
(for those who were.)  

Cllr Nancarrow then read the poem My Young Man’s a Cornishman 
by Cornwall’s poet and Launceston resident Charles Causley, before 
Cllr Tremain celebrated the life of St Piran , his escape from Ireland 
and his arrival at Perranporth, floating on the millstone that was in-
tended as the instrument of his martyrdom. 

A rousing rendition of the unofficial Cornish anthem 
Trelawney, (Parson Hawker’s Song of the Western Men) 
followed before the parade was blessed by the Reverend 
Alison Hardy, regrouped and paraded through the Castle 
grounds and back to the warmth of the Town Hall. Here, 
the children showed their dancing skills to traditional 
music played the town band before joining together in 
song. Pupils from many primary schools performed 
songs and poetry, including a performance by St Jo-
seph’s Year 4. Their piece St Piran was written and di-
rected by Mrs Skerry – a superb performance that really 
spoke of the life of St Piran.  

Pasties were then provided for all children and staff thanks to the tireless work of Cllr Young’s team of volun-
teers and the kind sponsorship of the event by local businesses and volunteer groups. 

Meanwhile, back at St Joseph’s, pasties were also the order of the day for lunch, a great Cornish delicacy. The 
traditional food of the miner was appropriate to mark the patron saint of tinners, whose flag of a white flag on a 
black background flag is said to symbolise white tin coming out of black ore, as well as the light of truth shining 
in the darkness. Following this, Year 3 and Year 4 were treated to lessons in Cornish, lessons they greatly en-
joyed. On St Piran’s day, even in the rain, Kernow bys vyken – Cornwall is great! 
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School Uniform 
There are a number of school uniform items missing including PE and swimming kit that may have been misplaced 
into other pupils’ bags—could parents please check their children's bags for any such items.  These can be handed 
in to Reception and they will be reunited with their owners. 

In addition, a number of  thrift shop items (PE socks, swim hats, shorts etc.) have been loaned to pupils but have 
not yet been returned.  Could parents also look out for these items and return them to Reception as soon as  

possible. 

Many thanks. 

 

Notices sent out this week: 

Documents uploaded to Portal this week: 

Portal Notices 

Subject Document Type Year Groups 
involved 

Sent on 

Year 11 Leavers Hoodies Letter School Letter Year 11 06 Mar 
2020 

Year 11 Go Karting Letter 2020 School Trips Year 11 06 Mar 
2020 

Hoody letter 2020 (with correct 
price information) 

School Letter Year 6 06 Mar 
2020 

Easter Eggstravaganza 2020 Events Whole School 04 Mar 
2020 

Year 6 Hoody letter 2020 School Letter Year 6 04 Mar 
2020 

COVID-19 Coronavirus update 
letter 03032020 

School Letter Whole School 03 Mar 
2020 

Letter to parents re Hygiene Bank School Letter Whole School 03 Mar 
2020 

year 8 and 9 team challenge maths 
day final 

School Trips   03 Mar 
2020 

Easter Bingo 2020 Events   03 Mar 
2020 

Subject 
Year Groups 
involved Sent On 

CANCELLED - Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances There 
will be no Debate Club after school club next week (9 March) . 

Selected Pupils 06/03/2020 

Year 11 Leavers Hoodies Letter Year 11 06/03/2020 

Year 11 Go Karting Letter 2020 Year 11 06/03/2020 

Year 6 Hoody letter 2020 (with correct price information) Year 6 06/03/2020 

Easter Eggstravaganza 2020 Whole School 04/03/2020 

Year 6 Hoody letter 2020 Year 6 04/03/2020 

Reminder - Final Payment for the Year 5-6 Residential trip to Beam 
house is due this Friday (6th March) 

Year 5-6 04/03/2020 

COVID-19 Coronavirus update letter 03032020 Whole School 03/03/2020 

Letter to parents re Hygiene Bank Whole School 03/03/2020 

Easter Bingo 2020 Whole School 03/03/2020 

Year 11 Revision strategies Year 11 03/03/2020 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=CI%2fvwsMyMl1Cn752yfQuoQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=wCyzzZcyDUECX0wi77uJTQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=sUvGlJEFJT%2fr8FHRS%23IpnA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=sUvGlJEFJT%2fr8FHRS%23IpnA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=%23FlLfOw4RTx%235RIzfIfDcQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=VdpQQAXOY%2f%23MATXayeDV6w%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=VYCuK7yBCPQKNV7uCb0CoA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=VYCuK7yBCPQKNV7uCb0CoA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=MO2xG%23zsao7gYxfrSwP9UQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=%23abwWkJhXnDdteLpPmw8HQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=%23abwWkJhXnDdteLpPmw8HQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=f6j4GBfrqQ53O%23Hd5SB4PQ%3d%3d
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$Subject')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$PageContent$gvNotices','Sort$dateSent')
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=jymC313viEs2xiBjFPZFfA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=jymC313viEs2xiBjFPZFfA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=FTZCnhEtWIMHxarj3q6KjA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=foZ7kew1Q2TuRTYPnSHAWQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=XIRHaofSvaQeb19rMzXrFA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=k%23JozM0UjzfJCJbt4N9kvw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=vXbkO9Ez0grH5Xp7MfqkdQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=gg%2fOsNHIIHI7WC7ukSUGYw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=gg%2fOsNHIIHI7WC7ukSUGYw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=%2385A8YXKR89OZRvZtFQUSQ%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=mMXQKJPsV4S2ozW7AAM8uw%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=EwTZISS5ezxrMFSgm9wugA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/CreateMessage.aspx?id=sPwpuGa%23SZEEoZS8S0V%2fsg%3d%3d
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