WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 23
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
To be sitting here in an empty school typing this letter with the enforced temporary closure of the school now a
reality brings one of the most testing weeks I have experienced at St Joseph's to a conclusion. The health of our
society must take priority—we all have our parts to play in this, and the measures taken by the government are
to protect us all. Please follow them—please do ensure social distancing as much as possible, please do stay safe.
While the moves taken by the government are for the good of all, the ramifications are unprecedented. We face
very testing times, and the children here have certainly been tested. And they have passed every test that they
have had to face.
Yesterday, after Wednesday’s announced closures, I visited every Junior School classroom in the morning. The
positivity I saw, and the continued engagement with learning, was just exceptional. I also learnt that Miss Kemp
would use the emoji of the person with the steam coming out of their ears if she was showing she was a little
annoyed—a great thing to know for any future emails for me.
I also spoke with Year 11 that morning. This was much more difficult, as these are the children—or young
adults—who are most affected, and whose chances of taking GCSEs have now been taken away from them. The
shock of this decision, and the speed of its delivery, has been immense. I cannot understand how this brings their
day-to-day experience of life at St Joseph’s to an abrupt conclusion, even as there is much as a school that we will
be doing to support them.
This afternoon, I went with the six Year 11s who have been at St Joseph’s since Nursery and took their picture as
they stood with Mrs Kemp. To hear about their ups and downs, how they thought the poster on the cellar door
meant the Antarctic was in there, how they played together (or not!) really brought home the nature of the St
Joseph’s journey, and it’s enduring value. These girls started aged 2 in many instances and have enduring
memories that last until now—and will continue from this time.
Speaking with them, and listening to their memories as we walked through the classrooms where thy had gone
through the Junior School (Year 6 was their favourite year of all) reminded me, in difficult times, of what it means
to have the right education, to build memories, and friendships, while becoming the mature, thoughtful and
capable young people that the girls have grown into.
It was a salutary reminder of just how important it is that we continue to educate your children while they are
away, of way we must remain a school that stays together, even if a little further apart for now. I want all of your
children to grow up to be like those Year 11 pupils I spent that important part of this afternoon with, and who,
like all of Year 11, must know that St Jo’s remains their school, even if, for now, they are that bit further away.
Thank you so much for your help and support this week—and I look forward to seeing you all again soon.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Top: Year 11 on their non-leavers day (those that could make it in)
Bottom: Zara , Darcey, Izzy, Mrs Kemp, Holly, Belle and Chloe in what was the St Joseph’s nursery.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Your school needs you……..
Although the school is closed to all but a handful of pupils and we have all scattered to the four corners of the
county and even across the Tamar), there are still a lot of amazing things that you do that should be celebrated in
this newsletter. We are intending to keep publishing the newsletter throughout term time and in order to do so,
any input from you would be gratefully received. Theme for this week: My Home Office—show us where you are
working from! Other information can include but not be limited to:
- announcements
- photos from home and what you have been up to
- recipes and craft ideas to keep boredom at bay
- pupil birthdays
As a school community we are very close and we need to continue to support one another and stay in touch.
Please forward any articles / pictures to cat.gowan@stjosephscornwall.co.uk. Thank you!

Coaches Corner—tennis news……..

Year 1 Science

The coaching Term is to conclude on Monday the
23rd of Match.

As part of their science topic on growing, the Year 1 class were
challenged to pull up a weed with the roots intact. They then
made close observational drawings to show the parts of the
plant. In the orchard we dissected primrose flowers and were
amazed at how many parts even a tiny flower has.

Despite the mildest, wettest and windiest winter
that I have ever been involved in in over 20 years of
tennis we have still managed to finish the term with
no group having suffered more than a couple of sessions being moved indoors.
The participation and progress levels within the
school are a credit to the pupils, staff and families
for promoting tennis.
Unfortunately due to the Corona virus restrictions
all LTA competition's are cancelled over the Easter
holidays.
I hope to see you all fit and healthy after the Easter
break ready for the next instalment of tennis.
We have a few spaces and I urge parents to get in
touch asap if you have a son or daughter who would
like to start in the summer term.
If you all ready have a place there is no need to get
in touch and the sessions will continue unless you
inform me otherwise.
Please read the terms and conditions regarding payment and if you wish to give notice as this deeply
impacts the administration process for delivering
the coaching.
If you would like to contact me regarding an update
on how your children are progressing with there
tennis , additional opportunities within the game,
competition or any other tennis related matter
please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Happy Easter.
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SEN Department Coffee Morning
Although the SEN Department Coffee Morning was cancelled, the intention will be to rearrange as soon as the
school reopens and gets back to “normal”.
Any parents who have any queries or concerns that they wish to discuss as a priority are encouraged to e mail Dr
Lize van der Merwe on lize.vandermerwe@stjosephscornwall.co.uk and she will be very happy to have a chat.
In the meantime, the Coronavirus closures have brought out many suggestions for the “new school day” - this is
just one of them.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 4

Senior School Core Subjects Weekly Wonders:
English: Archie King for working incredibly hard at the
moment and Mae Moore for a massive improvement this
term including some great homework tasks showing time,
care and creativity.
Maths: All the Year 11s for doing so well at the news of the
GCSE changes
Science: Giles Stephenson has been without doubt this figure,
not just for this week but for the whole of Year 11. His attitude is exemplary, he checks work regularly to see that his
understanding is clear and he will work on and succeed at any
extension task that he is given.

Stars of the Week
16th—20th March
KS1: Bryony Medland
KS2: Theo Felcey
KS3: Every one of them for being so
wonderful through very testing times
KS4: Kitty May

Well done to you all!

Stable Structures
Last week Year 5 and 6 pupils worked collaboratively to build structures after looking at Gustave Eiffel’s most famous work - the Eiffel Tower. A fun way to think about stable structures at the end of British Science Week.
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Year 2 India Topic

Year 2 created pictures to represent the Holi
celebration and had a go at some Indian
dancing.

Easter Egg Hunt…..
Reception and year 1 had lots of fun during an Easter egg hunt this morning. The
reception class then carried on down to the orchard to release our tadpoles. We
wanted the tadpoles to be safe while we are away ( we also don’t want to get back
to school to a classroom full of frogs!)
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Year 8 German
Year 8 have been having fun solving a mystery in German. They had to work out Ron Weasley’s favourite subject
using a range of clues in German, alongside his timetable. Then the groups used their German to write some clues
about their own favourite subjects for the opposite team to solve.

Portal Notices
Documents uploaded to Portal this week:
Subject

Document Type

Year Groups involved

Sent on

Junior school remote learning

School Letter

Selected Pupils

20 Mar 2020

Ten Tors event 2020 cancelled

Events

Selected Pupils

19 Mar 2020

Junior School - portal update letter

School Letter

Junior School

19 Mar 2020

Ten Tors camp cancelation letter

Events

Selected Pupils

18 Mar 2020

Junior School - Pupil portal

School Letter

Junior School

18 Mar 2020

Parents evening postponement and Pupil Portal

School Letter

Junior School

18 Mar 2020

Mary Poppins postponed letter

Music

Whole School

17 Mar 2020

Covid-19 Coronavirus update letters

School Letter

Whole School

Throughout
week

Notices sent out this week:
Subject
Junior school remote learning
Year 6 Hoodie Letter and Important Information

Year Groups involved
Selected Pupils

Sent On

Year 6

20/3/2020
20/03/2020

Ten Tors event 2020 cancelled

Selected Pupils

19/03/2020

Junior School - Portal Update letter

Junior School

19/03/2020

Junior School - Pupil portal

Selected Pupils

18/03/2020

Ten Tors camp cancellation letter

Junior School

18/03/2020

Junior School - Parents evening postponement and Pupil Portal

Junior School

18/03/2020

Mary Poppins postponed letter

Whole School

17/03/2020

Covid-19 Coronavirus update letter 17032020

Whole School

17/03/2020
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