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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 29 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 
As I write this, it is difficult to believe that we are now in May, although the sounds of birdsong coming through 
the office window and the sight of the trees in bloom does show we have come a long way through the school 
year. I hope that you have the opportunity to take the time to read through the pages of this newsletter and to 
see how much the pupils of St Jo’s have accomplished over the past week, and that they are certainly ready for 
the weekend and the relaxation that this should bring. 
 
Here, work continues apace to ensure we adapt our online school in line with feedback we receive, though also 
knowing that there are so many strengths to our current provision. We are hearing of issues with technology and 
with broadband speed, but these are not insurmountable. We will work together to ensure these issues are 
addressed when they are resolvable here at school, but please do say to your children that if there is an issue 
with a download not to worry.  
 
Time taken to enjoy the garden or the farm, to dip your toes ion the river (cold though it still may be) and to take 
part in something like Chris Packham’s Self Isolating Bird Club on twitter or Facebook. Plants will be coming up, 
and now may well be the opportunity for those like me who are decidedly not green fingered to get gardening at 
the weekend—we must ensure that now, more than ever, we take time to pause, even with the stresses working 
from home can bring. A lovely line in an email from a parent summed this up: “there is just so much to learn 
around us and explore. I desperately want my children to look back on this time in years to come as a happy time 
with great memories, despite the circumstances.”  Sentiments that I very much applaud. 
 
We are understanding of home situations where not all work will be completed, but are also working with those 

who need to be working full time through every lesson and then needing extension work.  Staff are catering for 

multitudinous needs, sometimes even within the same family. We are confident with what we can do, though as 

always ready to change and adapt to improve. 

I expect by the time I next write the national picture will have changed further. We will continue to communicate 

with parents as this does, and as we look towards the day we can safely open, as I outlined in yesterday’s letter to 

parents. 

Meanwhile, we are looking at moving forward with staffing for next year, having interviewed for Senior School DT  

this week and with Junior School decisions now being made with a view to September 2020. I will write more fully 

on this on Monday. 

And finally, thank you to all those who have engaged with assemblies and social media. Today’s Junior School 

assembly (with apologies to Julia Donaldson) can be found by following this link https://youtu.be/OxulN5yaUA8 

and my thanks to my son for lending me the mouse. Have a great weekend all, 

With best wishes, 

Mr Scott 

https://twitter.com/SIBirdClub?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://t.co/Vs2tVp1BeB?amp=1
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Words From Mr Henry Matthews 

Dear Junior School parents, 

Happy Friday everyone! I would like to start this week by saying a big thank you to all the teachers in the 

Junior School who I know have worked incredibly hard over the past 6 weeks to make sure our children 

are able to access excellent learning in these difficult times. The online engagement in teams has been 

fantastic and it is great to see all the daily chats, video calls and support with learning happening with 

such enthusiasm.  

It is easy to forget how much we have all achieved in such a short space of time, we have had only 14 

school days since the lockdown measures were put in place. In that short time we have all overcome so 

much in order to ensure we are both able to work effectively and also look after our mental and 

emotional well-being.  

As ever, our children have been a shining light during this time. There has been some incredible work 

completed and their relentless enthusiasm for learning and enjoyment in school is an inspiration to us 

all. Its shows what a special group of children we have at St Joseph's and reminds us as staff, how lucky 

we are to work in this school.  

I wanted to finish this week by sharing a new word I heard about which has been circulating on social 

media. One I think we can all relate to through the ups and downs of lockdown.  

Coronacoaster - noun 

The ups and downs of how you feel during the Coronavirus pandemic. The joys of being at home and 

spending time with your family mixed with all the worry and stress of home learning and work.  

'I really am on an emotional coronacoaster.  

Have a great weekend!  

Mr H Matthews  
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Words From Mr Sam Matthews 

Remote Learning Week 2 

I have been extremely impressed with the way that the St Joseph's community has adapted to remote learning. 

Firstly pupils have been interacting in lessons more and are working to complete their assignments, albeit, some 

in different ways to others in order to suit their individual way of working. This is different for parents and I thank 

you for the constructive feedback, the positive comments and praise you have given us. So secondly, thank you to 

all parents and those that are supporting our pupils to do the best they can. To the staff, who are working 

tirelessly in the same difficult circumstances as everyone else and confined to the home; our staff I know are 

among the best, but the dedication, effort and will to provide pupils with relevant, exciting and workable lessons 

has been amazing to witness. I am extremely proud of the communication and can do attitude to adapt to remote 

learning and all that this entails. For your information, staff are conducting some video calling, however many 

pupils are unavailable for this and so we are not prescribing this. Safeguarding, as ever, is our number one 

priority and is at the forefront of our thinking. A few comments from pupils: "everything has been great!" "work 

has been just the right amount mostly, some lessons too much though!" Staff know that there are differing 

circumstances for all at home, problems with internet, working to a different timetable to name a few, and it is 

hard; please be reassured that we will do all we can to help pupils when we return. 

Remote Learning tips for pupils: 

 Use the '@' button followed by the teacher’s name to ask questions. This will notify them they have 

been asked. 

 Where possible, stick to your timetable. This gives you structure and also staff have to stick to this. 

Therefore they will be available to respond at these times. If you post a comment outside of the lesson 

time, it is likely they are in another lesson and so the response will be delayed. 

 Miss Hemingway has many PE workouts for you; visit the school’s Facebook, Instgram and Twitter feeds for 

these. 

 Miss Betambeau has posted many music related items on our Youtube channel:  

 If you have access to a pc or laptop, the full versions of Teams/onenote etc have enhanced access to all the 

features. 

 In the search bar at the top of TEAMS, type a '/' and it gives you a list of functions to try. For example, Click 

'/keys' and it tells you all the keyboard shortcuts in Teams. 

 In the three dots (...) next to a message you can click save message to bookmark it. 

Year 8 Options:  

Please could parents respond to my email regarding option choices, we really could do with these returned. Any 

issues with choices, please get in touch.  

deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  
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 Year 7 French 

 

Last week, Year 7 had to teach French directions to     

members of their family so that they could do a treasure 

hunt around their home by using a set of clues written in 

French. Madame Paton &  Madame Scott were both  im-

pressed with the efforts their classes put in. Bravo! 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Guess the Staff member…… 
 

This week is a Staff member 

from the Senior School. 

 

Answer for last week’s pictures 

Senior Teacher:  Mrs Bentley 

 

 

 

Year 6 Outdoor School 

Year 6 have been making rainbows in their outdoor school time.  Here are 

some of the results.  Well done Year 6. 

 

Kitchen Science—Episode 1 

Episode 1 of Kitchen Science from Mrs Skerry is now below ... aimed at the Junior School but Senior pupils 

please feel free to have a go. 

For episode 1 all you need is lemonade and raisins! Let us know if you give it a try!  

https://youtu.be/BQGIYKw6WjY 
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Riddle Corner 

1. What becomes smaller when you turn it 

upside down? 

 

2. What travels around the world but stays 

in one corner? 

 

3. What has hands but can not clap? 

 

Answers from last week 

1. What can’t be used until broken? 

An egg 

2. What has many keys but can’t open any 

doors? 

A piano 

3. What has 4 legs but only one foot? 

A bed 

                Young Walter Scott Prize  

If you’re aged between 11 and 19 and interested in history 

and writing, the Young Walter Scott Prize is ready to take 

you on an adventure!  We are the UK’s only creative writing 

prize specifically for budding historical fiction writers.  

ENTER If you have a story of between 800 and 2000 words, 

set in a time before you were born, you can enter the Young 

Walter Scott Prize – we are now open for entries, and the 

closing date is  

 31st October 2020.  Entries are judged in two age groups – 

11 to 15 years and 16 to 19 years.  Any kind of fiction is        

accepted – prose, poetry, drama, fictional letters or report-

age. 

WIN You could win a £500 travel grant, an invitation to one 

of the UK’s best book festivals to meet published authors, 

and a chance to see your own work in print.  Full terms and 

conditions and tips for writing and research are on our   

website. 

Go to www.ywsp.co.uk or follow us on to start your         

adventure! 

Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this 

week and over the coming weekend!  

Nathan Brent 

Joel Cutler 

Theo Felcey 

Thomas Greet 

Thomas Stephens 

Seb Stone 

Lucas Turner 

Edward Warren 
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National Spirited Arts Competition—Year 7 and 8 entries 

Year 7 and 8 have been exploring philosophical and religious themes for the National Spirited Arts competi-

tion...here are some entries by Will Rosevear, Erin Dickson and Ben Hodgson. 

 

 

Chloe’s cooking….. 

Chloe (Year 6) has been doing lots of cooking. We had pear 

and granola muffins for breakfast followed by halloumi 

patties for lunch. They were both very yummy. 

 

Thank you…..to everyone for sending in 

photographs and ideas for your school          

newsletter.  The pictures are amazing and 

we have been inspired by what you are all 

doing at home to keep busy and adapting 

to a different way of life.  Please do keep 

the pictures coming and let us know how 

you are all doing. Please send your        

pictures and stories to 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Please remember if you are having any       

problems with Portal, Teams or accessing 

work then do get in contact on 

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

We are here to help you and your       

children navigate this way of learning. 
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Well done Ruby…. 

Ruby spent last week preparing these for NHS workers. She 

did hundreds of them! Her family managed to get a friend to 

deliver them to the hospitals. She did not put her name on 

them as it was just supposed to be something to cheer them 

up. Since they have been circulating Ruby has been amazed 

at the response. Some workers decided to post them on  

social media to try and find out who made them; one doctor 

said it made her cry and another is framing hers. Ruby has 

now been tracked down!!! This week, in the post, she      

received a certificate from East Sussex County Council!!   

Ruby is so happy that everyone liked them, such a simple 

thing to do which makes all the difference to people.  Well 

done Ruby, that is such an amazing thing to do! 

 

Tabby is keeping busy… 

Year 7 pupil Tabatha has been busy 

in the kitchen making delicious     

banana bread. She has also dug her 

own vegetable patch... well done 

Tabby - we look forward to seeing 

what you grow! 

 

Carson’s cut… 

Carson has decided to have a mohawk while he 

isn't at school, he has always wanted one and so 

this is a great time to have 

it. He is hoping to grow it a 

bit longer before he comes 

back and has to change his 

style again...  

 

It would be great to see any other “interesting” 

hair cuts or styles. Please do send your pictures 

to: 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 
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Year 5 Map Project 

Year 5 have started their topic by learning about maps.  Mrs Jones set 

the task of creating a 3D map or model of where they live and she has 

been blown away by the creativity 

and hard work of the class...here 

are a few examples by Poppy,  

Mollie, Genevieve, Harry and Ruby.  

Well done Year 5. 

 

 

Year 1 keeping busy! 

Here is a collage (right) which has been  

created by Mrs Kemp to show you a little 

bit of what her class have been up to….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, Elsie has been busy in the kitchen making doughnuts (left).  They 

look lovely Elsie—well done! 
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Harry and Ruby’s home-schooling adventures 

Harry and Ruby in Year 5 have been keeping very busy over the last few 

weeks.  Here are some things that they have been doing ….. 

 

Building a den in the lounge 
Making a birthday cake for Dad.  

Looks lovely…... 

Harry’s bug hotel 

Beautiful artwork from Ruby 

Taking the opportunity for 

some fresh air 

Year 6 potatoes 

Mrs Hudson has taken a picture of the Year 6 potato plants 

that she has been growing in her garden. 

Weekly Wonders and Stars of the Week 

Well done to all our pupils for working hard this 

week—you have all been amazing!!  We wanted to 

particularly mention: 

English Department—Alvey (Year 9) for being very 

helpful, polite and supportive of peers. 
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 There are two workouts from Miss Hemingway on our social media pages, 

have you tried them yet? We look forward to next week’s challenge! 


