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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 35 

2019/2020 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope this finds you well, and that you and your families have had an enjoyable week. Here at St Joseph’s we are 

gearing up for the next stage of our gradual reopening, though we are very sad not to be able to see Year 7, 8 or 9 

as yet as we are not permitted to do so. For these year groups, work will of course remain at the same high 

standard, and we will get together soon. 

For those additional year groups returning on Monday, can I ask that parents please read through the “back to 

school: What do I need to know” guidance that is both in this newsletter and attached as a separate page. This 

will hopefully help quell any nerves that may come into play over the weekend, as the reality of coming back 

comes to bear. 

There will inevitably be some trepidation, and we have done all we can to address this. Mr H Matthews has sent 

information for all Juniors, and Mr S Matthews and the team are all involved with Year 10s return. Cleaning staff 

have been involved throughout, and we have more timetables for rooms, lunches, arrivals and departures, 

outdoor areas and all else than I ever could have thought of in pre-Covid days. 

While I am hugely excited about this gradual re-emergence of something like the St Jo’s of old, there is much of 

this that, as a parent with three children in the Junior School, is already acquiring a hint of nostalgia for the home 

schooling that we are moving away from. Children have learnt a lot about themselves through the time working 

remotely, and I know the IT skills of my own children have come on leaps and bounds.  

That the spaces they have found to work during these days will be empty from Monday is lovely, but also 

somehow sad: while nobody would have wanted the pandemic we are working through, it has forged changes 

that we would be foolish to be too quick to forget. 

A slow emergence from the Covid pandemic will inevitably bring changes to the South West. We are already 

seeing a number of enquiries from those looking to make the move to Cornwall post lockdown, and though this is 

exciting for the future of St Joseph’s, is must also be a reminder of how important remembering our traditions 

will always be. I have always known that we must never take for granted the families and children who have 

made St Joseph's the school we have all worked so hard to protect and preserve for the future. St Joseph's would 

not exist were it not for such families. 

Our school values  of Care, Compassion and Community have seldom been tested as they have been over the 

past months. I am delighted with how everyone has risen to the challenges we have faced, and look forward to 

an exciting future, confident we can continue together whatever the future may bring. Do have a lovely weekend, 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Words From Mr Sam Matthews 

 
Dear Senior School parents, 

We have had another productive week all round in the senior school. We continue to achieve so much 

in a short space of time and I could not be prouder of the hard work and dedication that I witness our 

staff putting in for all individuals. Equally, I continue to be impressed by the excellent effort we are 

seeing from pupils. This week, we have been busy planning our Senior Prize Giving. Although it will be 

very different this year as we will not be able to see you all in person, we will still be celebrating all the 

successes of your children. This will be in the form of a presentation that will be sent to all parents.  

 

Next week we will be pleased to have Year 10 returning following government guidance. We have 

planned as best we can for their return, whilst also ensuring our remote learning for Year 7 to 9 remains 

in place. Next week we also look forward to a slightly different day for Year 7 to 9 with our remote 

activity day on Wednesday. We are really hoping that pupils fully involve themselves with the excellent 

and varying tasks they can do. We are really looking forward to seeing what end products pupils can 

make at home. The Heads of House are already getting competitive, and will add pressure to our judges 

I am sure! 

I hope you have an enjoyable weekend. 

 

Sam Matthews 

 

Deputy Head of School 
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Back to School: What do I need to know? 

We want the day to seem as normal as possible, and we want this to mean that you have every oppor-

tunity to see your friends and have chances to play and get back to as close to normal as it is possible 

to be. Remembering the tips below will help make this the case, and help us to keep everyone safe. 

 If you are worried or unsure of anything, make sure you ask a teacher – we are here to help, and things 

will be a little more confusing than usual. 

 Remember to have fun in school and to smile: it is one of the main reasons we want you back. It is not just 

to learn, but to make you feel happy, safe and part of the face-to-face school again. 

 If you feel ill in the morning, please do not come to school – stay at home. 

 At school you will be in your own ‘bubbles’ – this is the word for the group you will be with all day this 

term. 

 Use the right entrance to the school for your year group(s) so we minimise contact with other children 

outside of your ‘bubble.’ 

 Remember to use the hand sanitiser provided to clean your hands as soon as you get to school – these will 

be at school entrances, and in classrooms. 

 Remember to clean hands regularly - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap 

and dry them thoroughly, or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are            

covered. Teachers will tell you which sinks to use. 

 Remember the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach: there are posters in classrooms about this (use a tissue for 

sneezes or coughs, dispose of the tissues in lidded bins. 

 We will be cleaning frequently touched surfaces often through the day 

 Remember which stairs, entrances and toilets you should use – and do not use other ones please, even if 

it is a little confusing. 

 Listen carefully to your teachers when they explain how the day works, and the timing of the day. Outside 

spaces are assigned to each ‘bubble’ and we need to stick to these and how they are timetabled. We want 

you to have lots of time outside. 

 Remember not to swap or share equipment – and we will provide this for you in most cases. 

 Remember to practice social distancing when you can. We know this is not possible all day in school, but 

we will do all we can to help with this. 

 Remember we are here to help you – and we are so happy to have you coming back.  

 Remember we have missed you a great deal, and together we can make these last weeks of term some-

thing special and memorable, and go into the summer holidays with great memories of being back         

together again. 

Mr Scott. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  4 

 

 

Happy Birthday To You!  

Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this 

week and over the coming weekend!  

 

Thomas Dowdall 

Rosy Renfree 

Mia Stoyanova 

Edward Walters 

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Year 6 Maths 

This week Year 6 have been     

working on rotation, reflection and 

translation and natural spirals.  

 

Father’s Day 

This week in the reception class we have been preparing for   

Father’s Day. The children have been experimenting with lots of 

different painting techniques. Firstly on paper, to make lots of 

different patterns for their cards, and then on fabric to make   

tie-die handkerchiefs as presents. Lots of messy fun! 
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Year 6 Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 have been learning to draw bugs following an art transition teams lesson with Mrs Green.   

Following on from this transition lesson, Year 6 then collected plant materials ( before the torrential rain) 

and made bugs. Once the children were happy with their compositions they photographed them and shared 

them on the Year 6 transition team.  

Alexie then taught Mrs Hudson how to make a quick collage - thanks Alexie!  
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The annual National School Sport Week campaign takes place in the last week of June every year to cele-

brate the important role of Physical Education and school sport in enhancing young people's wellbeing. 

This year, the Youth Sport Trust has teamed up with Sky Sports to run a national campaign which will aim 

to unite the country - families, schools, sport and businesses - in a celebration of the power of sport to 

bring people together, even during isolation. 

How it works 

We will provide everyone who registers with free videos and activity cards to help you plan a series of 

challenges across National School Sport Week at Home. You will receive these well in advance of the 

week itself so you'll have plenty of time to plan your activities. 

The active challenges will all have an emphasis on togetherness, inclusivity and wellbeing. They will be 

things you can do within the home, and where you can engage in straightforward virtual competition 

with friends, neighbours and family outside your home. 

We will also provide you with ideas for sharing your challenges online during the week using the 

hashtag #NSSWtogether. 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/national-school-sport-week-home  

 

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/national-school-sport-week-home
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Thank you from Year 6 

Pupils from Year 6 have been writing poems about people who have helped them during the lockdown period.  It’s 

lovely to read the thoughtful words and the colourful  illustrations….well done Year 6. 
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Please remember if you are having any   

problems with Portal, Teams or accessing 

work then do get in contact on 

portalsupport@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

We are here to help you and your        

children navigate this way of learning. 

Lost PE and Swimming Kit 

Going around the school we have noticed a 
number of PE and Swim kits are still in school 
(Senior School and Junior School).  If you think your child may 
have left their kit  behind or need any other school items 
( Outdoor Kit /Coat/ folders etc.) please email:  

 Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

and we can arrange collection from the school office by 
leaving in the front porch on the day of collection. 

 

Year 7 English 

Students in Year 7 have been looking at the poem The Pied Piper as 

part of a unit of work on ballads. Students have produced news      

bulletins based on the events in Hamelin; their efforts were fantastic 

with family members roped in to play different characters in the    

poem! Amazing effort and creativity Year 7.  

 

mailto:Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Transition Time 

Year 1 have been finding out about their new Year 2 classroom today in our weekly Teams meeting with Mrs 

Bentley and Mrs Colwill. They prepared and read some very thoughtful questions. Well done Year 1, you are 

getting very grown up now! 

 

Year 9 Photography 

George has taken photographs using glasses of water to distort his face for his year 9 photography lesson.  They 

are quite effective, don’t you think? 
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Year 8 Food and Nutrition 

Year 8 pupil Finnan has been busy in the kitchen working 

on his food skills.  Looks absolutely delicious Finnan, well 

done! 

 

Ancient Greece 

As part of their study of Ancient Greece, Year 6 have 

been designing plates. 

 

Staying safe online…… 

For the latest advice on how to stay safe when you're on a phone, tablet or     

computer please refer to the following site: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation 

which protects children both online and offline. 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Key Stage 4 Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Journals and Zines project aims to give 30 young people in Cornwall a creative way to calm and    

connect  during these strange times. 

Learn about zines with prompts and tips for making, as well as sharing your ideas with other zinestas.  

Welcome pack, online tutorials, and the chance to meet up when we are able for a “Zine make and cake 

day”.  Email Karen to register: k.h.art.projects@gmail.com 

Zines are a veritable bricolage of images, texts and messages, in book form.  At a time when we are on 

our screens more than usual, there is a restorative value to good old fashioned cutting and sticking. 

https://www.instagram.com/journalsandzines/ 

fb.me/journalsandzines 

Artist facilitator - Karen Howse email: kh.art.projects@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

mailto:kh.art.projects@gmail.com
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Year 1 Pets 

Our new class pets arrived this morning courtesy of Charlie’s garden. Lots of little wriggling caterpillars have kept us 

entertained including Nigel, Gerald, Speedy and Cutie! 

 

Year 2 Art 

As part of our art this half-term, the Year 2 children have been exploring lines, patterns and shapes.  This 

week they have looked closely at shells and have either made either a rubbing or a drawing of a shell. 
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Year 11 text books 

Do please start rounding up books for return.   

Anything can be dropped into the school office 

during working hours. 

Portal Notices 

Keeping us up to date…….. 

Thank you to everyone for keeping in touch and letting us 

know what you have all been up to in these times.  Please do 

keep all your news and photographs coming by e mailing it to: 

news@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Subject Star of the Week…. 

English: Josh Biggadike Year 7. Josh has worked hard with his 

English during lockdown and produced some excellent work 

notably his creative news report on the events in the ballad The 

Pied Piper. He has not let IT issues thwart his learning - his 

efforts are much appreciated. Keep up the hard work Josh. 

 

Keeping active….. 

Year 4 pupil Demelza has been keeping active 

by taking part in a Flip A Coin workout. 

Well done Demelza. 

Can you tell what it is…… 

Mrs Gowan set up a wild life camera in one of her 

fields and in a barn at home to see what animals 

were around.  She was quite surprised at the 

number of visitors but the “cheeky chap” on the 

right was her favourite!! 

Subject Document Type Year Groups involved Sent on 

Year 10 equipment allowed School Letter Year 10 18 Jun 2020 

Ltr Year 10 Work Experience July 2020 School Letter Year 10 17 Jun 2020 

Activity Day letter confirmation School Letter Yrs 7-9 17 Jun 2020 

Year 7 to 9 letter RE Year 10 return and Activity day School Letter Yrs 7-9 16 Jun 2020 

Year 10 re-opening letter to parents School Letter Year 10 15 Jun 2020 

Junior School proposed return letter School Letter Year 2/3/4/5 15 Jun 2020 

https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=vMPnDjzTqTpuq58sY%23alPA%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=U04AjGjGRcy2okkK44jS6A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=uKDfemadZe7whxu6hY%2fm5w%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=wWKqG1HySo%2f5W432kY2BBg%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=NtmLCBQ%2fC70GuwPR7A0c1A%3d%3d
https://portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/Document.axd?id=nYoYSyGhgtBjaZm7ezJ8Iw%3d%3d

