WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 37
2019/2020
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Another week under our collective belts, and another release of a significant tome of governmental guidance to
help us through the reopening of schools in September, and the remarkable milestone of the final full week of
school completed. We have made it this far—and we have come such a long way since the 20th of March, it is
amazing quite what a lifetime ago that feels.
I am looking forward to the summer holidays, as I, along with so many of you, must admit to being rather tired by
this point. But, in many ways, this tiredness is of the good variety, because it is earned through the work we have
all put in to ensure the school is running in its present state, and that we are still looking for a September start,
something an initial reading of the guidance makes look manageable.
There will of course be changes, but we will look to fully run buses, in compliance with the guidelines, but these
do not make this an impossibility. We will be aiming for a full opening on our scheduled date, and will of course
keep you informed of this progress as we get closer to the start of term. What we do know is that were we to find
ourselves subject to a local lockdown such as Leicester has experienced, that we would cope and do so admirably,
and further finesse all we have done online.
That said, what I want is everyone back, and everyone back safe and sound. Assemblies may still be some way off,
but we can manage aspects such as this via teams to classes and much else besides. Guidance will change, but we
will adapt, and we will come out stronger on the other side.
When I was at college, I spent a year at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, which was quite an experience.
Amidst the trips to Memphis and Nashville, Mardi Gras in New Orleans and a (largely) memorable coast-to-coast
road trip with friends, there was time for study. One President who caught my interest was the 26th, Theodore
Roosevelt. Despite never claiming to be a ‘very stable genius’ like President 45, he wrote many memorable
things. Amongst them was this:
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of
deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is
marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because
there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”
I was reminded of this by your children in recent weeks and while writing Headteacher’s reports: they strive
valiantly, they work hard, and they are in the fight, and they will know the triumph of high achievement. Though
at times in recent weeks it has been another line of his that has seemed apt: “When you're at the end of your
rope, tie a knot and hold on.” Have a great weekend,
With best wishes, Mr Scott
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Words From Mr Henry Matthews
Dear Junior School parents,
We are coming to the end of a truly exceptional year and as we approach the end of term, it is easy to look back and think
about how much the Coronavirus pandemic has impacted on us and changed the way we live. It is also very easy to think
that it has defined our whole year but the fact is, it hasn't. As a leadership team and as teachers, we have often said how
impressed we have been with the resilience and adaptability of our children, of how they have conducted themselves
through such trying times.
But should we really be that surprised? Every day throughout the past eight years I have seen our children act in a way which
constantly surpasses my expectations. There are of course the big events; the Harvest Festivals, Christmas Productions, Prize
Givings, Sports Days, ISA competitions, trips and visits and each time our children stand up in front of an audience everyone
is amazed by their ability, their confidence and most importantly their enjoyment. And on the 'normal' days when I see our
children smiling at each other, welcoming their friends, working hard in lessons, helping out others both in school and out
and simply being the amazing human beings they are, when we see all of those things on a daily basis, we can forget to be
amazed as it is simply just what they do.
Our Junior School values; resilience, creativity, exploration, equality, compassion and collaboration are not just words we
walk past in the foyer each day, or the topic of a Monday morning assembly and then forgotten the moment we leave the
hall. These values are part of all we do at school, they are part of our children and will remain so throughout their lives.
So with the skills they have and the incredible community and support around them, should we really be that surprised that
they have been so brilliant this year? I know that each of our children has an incredible future ahead of them, they will
achieve great things in the years to come and will help shape our world for the better.

Henry Matthews
Head of Junior School

Words From Mr Sam Matthews
Dear Parents,
With just 3 school days left of this academic year, I am extremely pleased that we have been able to invite Year 7, 8 and 9 into
school. We are really looking forward to welcoming as many of them back as possible for one day each. Please, if you have
not already, can you email Mrs Colwill your intentions so we can plan the day knowing the numbers we will have including
lunch numbers. On Wednesday 8th July at 2pm we will be holding a remote meeting on Microsoft Teams for all pupils to
attend, to mark the end of the term.
Our Senior Prize Giving presentation is continuing to be put together and we will be sending this to all parents next week, so
please look out for the letter that will detail this. I hope that you have a wonderful weekend.

Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Happy Birthday To You!
Many Happy Returns to the following pupils who have had birthdays this
week and over the coming weekend!

Demelza Hallett
Benjamin Laatz
Evie Mogford
Thomas Scard-Morgan

German cuisine….
Recently, Mrs Scott did a live cooking
lesson with her Year 8 German class
who followed a traditional Austrian
recipe to make Kaiserschmarrn. It was
lots of fun and she was so pleased with
how nicely everyone joined in and how
well the recipe worked! She was also
joined by Dylan who made a very
enthusiastic little helper!

She added that whilst it was great fun
she now needed to go and clean her
entire kitchen!

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 3

Cooling Down…..
Following several days of hot weather last week, Year 5 found a great way to cool off. They made rafts by
weaving sticks and leaves and raced them down the river. They even had ducks as spectators!
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Year 7 Art
The year 7s made some fun plant bug sculptures using natural plant
materials.

Mia

Oscar
Hollie

Jack

Ella

Bea

Iris
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Year 7 French
Year 7 pupils Hollie and Mia
baked a “gateau aux
poires” for the challenge
Madame Paton set for their
French lesson.
They baked live together
and followed a recipe in
French!
The cakes look great.
Bravo les filles!

Staying safe online……
For the latest advice on how to stay safe when you're on a phone, tablet or
computer please refer to the following site:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation
which protects children both online and offline.

Thrift

Lost PE and Swimming Kit

We are running low on uniform in our thrift shop
currently. If any parents have uniform at home
that their children have outgrown or no longer
need our thrift shop has a shortage and any
donations would be gratefully received.

Going around the school we have noticed a
number of PE and Swim kits are still in school
(Senior School and Junior School). If you think your child may
have left their kit behind or need any other school items
( Outdoor Kit /Coat/ folders etc.) please email:
Reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk

To donate items please put clothing into a carrier
bag and leave in the front porch of the school
office.

and we can arrange collection from the school office by
leaving in the front porch on the day of collection.
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Bubbles…….

Virtual Big Bang 2020

It’s bubble-tactic in Reception and Year 1 this week. We
are all amazed at how bubbles don’t pop when they
After taking the unfortunate decision to cancel this years
land on wet ground.
Fair, CTW Group are now pleased to advertise the

Digital Big Bang on Tuesday 14th July
2020.
Engineering UK will be launching this online event which
has the theme of Covid-19 responses in science and
engineering. Please follow the link below to find out
more and mark the date in your calendar!
https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/big-bang-digital-2020

Here is a little taster as to what Year 2 have
been up to this week.

We think they all look brilliant.

Well done Year 2!
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This week we’ve decided to challenge each other to make a tennis racket which you can test at home.
Every week we will have a new Engineering@Home STEM Challenge that turns those materials you would
normally send out in your recycling, into something that you can design, build and test.
Please click here to watch our instructional video and click here to see written instructions which explain how
to make your tennis racket.
Be sure to share photos and videos with us using the hashtag #EngineeringAtHome - we would love to see
how you get on!
Best of luck with the fourteenth challenge!
From the Smallpeice Team

Prize Giving Trophies
Please can we ask for the 2018/19 Junior and Senior prize giving trophies to be
returned to the school in preparation for engraving for this years winners.
If your child is currently attending school they can bring the trophy into their
classroom to be forwarded to the office during the school day.
There has been a box placed in the front porch of the office for drop off to ensure
that social distancing is maintained.
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School Sports Day…..
In the absence of a proper Sports Day this Summer the Reception and Year 1 children have been holding their very
own sports afternoons down on the all-weather pitch this week. They have taken part in running, balancing, relay
and even hockey races. On Tuesday as one of his farewell challenges they took on Mr Matthews (and won!)
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Year 10 Digital Photography
Just a little sample of some of the excellent work the year 10 photography
students have been doing during the summer term.

Georgina
Charlotte
Natasha

Alice

Harry

Will

Daisy

Lydia
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Arghhhh! Shiver me timbers…….
Year 1 have been following instructions to make a
paper pirate hat this morning. Success all round.
Well done crew!

Pop up Cards
Last week we pictured the pop up card made by Lydia. We’d like to show you some more made by pupils from
Years 7, 8 and 9.

Liam
Robin
Shannon

Lowen

Rosie

Jem

Erin
Jack
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Junior Maths Challenge
This year, the Junior Maths Challenge took place online. A huge well done to Jack Matthews, Rosie Rea, Lydia
Stone, Mia Stoyanova, Erin Dickson, Jocelyn Harris and Shannon Uglow from Year 7 and to Jack Joshua, Ben
Hodgson and Kelly Lam from Year 8 for taking part on Thursday.
Here's a sample question to try:

Portal Documents Uploaded:
Subject

Document Type

Year Groups involved

Sent on

End of term arrangements - Junior School

School Letter

Junior School

02 Jul 2020

Yr 7 MFL choice letter 2020 -2021

School Letter

Year 6

01 Jul 2020

DofE_enrolment_form

School Trips

Year 8

30 Jun 2020

bronze 1st interest letter

School Trips

Year 8

30 Jun 2020

Year 8 iPad return letter

School Letter

Year 8

30 Jun 2020

Year 7 8 9 return day letter to parents

School Letter

Years 7,8 and 9

29 Jun 2020

Portal Notices Uploaded:
Subject
Confirmation required for Year 8 School Day Tuesday 7th July

Year Groups involved
Selected Year 8

Sent On
03/07/2020

End of term arrangements - Junior School

Junior School

02/07/2020

Confirmation required for Year 9 School Day Monday 6th July

Selected Yr 9

02/07/2020

Donations to Thrift Shop

Whole School

01/07/2020

Yr 7 MFL choice letter 2020 -2021

Year 6

01/07/2020

DofE letter and application form for starting in Autumn term 2020.

Year 8

01/07/2020

Year 8 iPad return letter

Year 8

30/06/2020

Year 7 8 9 return day letter to parents

Years 7, 8 and 9

29/06/2020
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