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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 2 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to the end of our second full week of term, and what has been a very successful week across the 

school. It has been lovely having such good weather for the children to enjoy, and to see the site used in exciting 

and innovative ways as we can see in the pages that follow.  

Yesterday, I was showing prospective parents around the school. This is of course a very different experience this 

term: they were suitably sanitised upon arrival, were wearing masks, were socially distanced and were not 

allowed into classrooms. My concern was that such rigorous measures would mean some of the St Jo’s welcome 

we want all guests to experience would be lost, and having me as a tour guide and not the children who would 

ordinarily act as guides would be inevitably disappointing. 

What was wonderful was that this was not the case (though I am sure my guiding was less expert). It was easy, 

even from a distance, to see how happy and settled the classes were, and how welcoming the children were even 

from the doorway to  the Headteacher and his masked visitors—a scene entirely unimaginable last September.  

I saw the engagement of Juniors in their literacy and numeracy lessons, the Seniors drumming on the upper 

tennis court and the glories of Year 10 maths in the Orchard. The school showed itself in a great light, both 

literally and figuratively given the late September sunshine. This excitement was repeated on Wednesday night 

when we hosted our new look and socially distanced Open Evening for prospective Year 7 parents, and my thanks 

to all involved for making this such a success. 

Sadly, I was not able to attend Open Evening as for the first part of the week we were self isolating as a family 

owing to one of our children having a persistent cough and a temperature that started on Saturday, and so we 

needed to ensure we followed all guidelines for keeping the school community safe. I discussed this with all SMT 

members on Sunday evening, and they proved once again what a great team they are to work with—even 

remotely. I professed no great offence at their eagerness for me to work from home. 

We then experienced first hand the huge frustration of two days over the weekend trying to book a Covid test 

with no appointment offered at any time despite countless attempts, our latter use of a home test and then the 

anxious wait for the result. Mrs Scott did manage to deliver live remote French lessons to Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2, which was impressive to see, and the delight when the test returned negative was huge. What is very 

clear from our experience is that there is a lack of capacity in the system. Please know that I have every sympathy 

for any parent placed in a similar position.  

As I write this, I can hear Mrs Skerry delivering her Junior School assembly to all classrooms via Teams, and the 

applause the children are given one another when she reads out the Stars of the Week and School Council 

members. Their support for one another is lovely, and will I am sure be echoed in the Senior School when the 

results of the House Captain elections are announced.  

We may be in a world much changed, but what remains consistent is how impressive your children are, and how 

proud they make those of us fortunate enough to work with them. They will be tired now I am sure, and I would 

just wish them all a lovely weekend—I look forward to seeing them all again on Monday. With best wishes, 

Mr Scott—headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 
 
We have been very lucky with the weather this week which has enabled pupils and staff to make the most of our 
great outdoor space. I have seen some wonderful lessons both indoors and outdoors this week, where pupils are 
certainly back into the routines of learning in school. I have been so impressed by their manners and superb 
general attitude around the school. Pupils are acting very maturely and setting great examples for others to 
follow. Next week, Year 7 and Year 9 will have CATS test (letter has been sent out); these are tests that cannot be 
revised for and staff will guide pupils through them.  

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 
With best wishes, 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of Senior School 

 

 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

It has been yet another busy week for the staff and children in the junior school. Reception and Year 1 have been 

picking apples and experiencing the different flavours of the various varieties, Year 3 have been learning about 

Romulus and Remus as part of their Roman topic work and Year 5 have been writing diary entries from the Whale 

in ’The Just So stories’ perspective. Thank you to all the parents who attended their classes Curriculum advice 

meetings.  I am sure you found them very useful.  There have been a number of birthdays over the past 2 weeks. 

With regards to bringing cakes into school, we are happy for this still to go ahead as long as the cakes are 

individual, shop bought and in unopened packets.  Any parents who would rather their children did not have a 

cake from another child, please inform your class teacher. Please remember, we do have children with serious 

allergies, so be mindful of them. I’m looking forward to the costumes the juniors will be wearing next Friday, as 

part of the  European day of language celebrations and am very proud that our school has found another way to 

raise funds for our charity this year - Cornwall Hospice Care- a very worthy cause.  

 

With kind regards, 

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Junior School 
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Open Evening Art Work 

During open evening the students were invited to make their own sweetie faces 
in the style of artist Jenny Van Sommers. the art room was very busy that night! 

Year 10 Art 

 

Year 10 making a positive start in the art room with 
their texture drawings  
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Outdoor School 

Year 6 enjoyed their outdoor school lesson last week. They created animal pictures from natural materials and 
then had a good run around!  
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Apples anyone…. 

The Reception and Year 1 children spent a sunny Thursday afternoon in the orchard picking apples. The children  

tasted the apples and separated them into cookers and those we agreed we’re good to eat. When we got back to 

the classroom we used a juicing machine to make our very own apple juice from the eating apples. Next week we 

will be making apple crumble out of the cooking apples. Delicious!  

 

Lost Property……This 

week we have a lovely se-

lection of drinks bottles.  All 

unnamed please pop to the 

school office if any of these 

belong to you 
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Happy Birthday….. 

Year 3 had a lovely time celebrating Megan's birthday with some gorgeous chocolate cake 
and an exciting play on the field. 
 
Happy birthday Megan!  

Green Power Car 

The design team are currently scrutinising the competition regulations for the forthcoming season looking at ways 
we can save weight and increase performance, whilst the enthusiastic Mechanics are striping down and servicing 
the running gear of the car to iron out any existing bugs and get it like new. 

Watch out for a complete redesign of the look and shape of the car! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Captain is Zack, with the able assistance of Archie, Harry, Kobe, Marlon, Tom and Millie 
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Year 7 English 

Year 7 have been working hard on their descriptive writing 
in English. We have recapped effective devises to use in our 
writing and have started our first draft in class. Students 
have had their ‘learning lamps’ on their desk - spot them in 
the pictures! These are turned on for silent focused writing 
time in a lesson.  

 

 

Year 8 Food 

Year 8 have been testing a variety of foods this 
afternoon to see if they contain fat and starch. 
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Drama Lessons 

We have been so pleased that Drama lessons have resumed at 
St Jo’s. For practical lessons it is best practice for pupils to be 
socially distanced wherever possible, and so students have    
resumed lessons in the Hall where 2m gaps have been        
measured out. We have even been extremely lucky to have 
some lovely weather so some of our lessons have taken place in 
our beautiful Orchard or Terrace area. Well done, everyone! 

 

 

School Prefects and Sports Captains 

Congratulations to our Year 11 students who have taken on the following prefect roles and also to our new sports’ captains: 

 

 Football: Callum Brown, Aiden Getson and Erin Dickson 

Rugby: Archie Diffey and Max Quinn 

Swimming, Thomas Greet and Olivia Shute and Hollie 
Shute. 

Hockey: Issy Cox and Lowen Courtney- Bridgey 

Netball: Rosie Rea, Louisa Smith and Megan May 

Athletics: Thomas Harris and Sophie Renfree 

Rounders: Ella Hodgson, Elizabeth Headon and Daisy Rea  

Cricket: Ashok Anaspure and Thomas Roddy 

Junior/Senior Liaison Prefects 

Georgina Hawke and Lydia Trewin 

Charity Prefect 

Daisy Bailey and Henry Mason 

Marketing/media Prefect 

Joe Nash 
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The feel good factor……. 

In these current times where things can be difficult and we sometimes say things we don’t mean to or that hurt 

someone else, our Year 9 tutor group thought it would be nice to write some kind messages onto paper that was 

then made into a paper aeroplane and “flown” away. 
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Putting herself on the map: former St Joseph's pupil Lizzie Maunder offered prestigious 
Royal Geographical Society Scholarship. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy seven years for former pupil Lizzie Maunder, a talented all-rounder who has since made waves in the world 
of academia. Having left St Joseph’s in 2013 after completing her GCSEs, everyone at school was delighted to hear of all she 
has achieved since. After A Levels, Lizzie completed an integrated masters, an MEnv, in Environmental Geography at the    
prestigious York University. Following this, she moved on to the venerable halls of University College London (UCL) where she 
studied a further masters, an MSc, at ) this past year in Environment, Politics & Society. Her dissertation is currently in the final 
stages so at the time of going to press she hadn't received her grade yet. 
Meanwhile, earlier in the summer of 2020, Lizzie applied to study a PGCE degree and return to the classroom, but this time as 
teacher.  

 

Following a rigorous interview process, she has been accepted onto the highly competitive PGCE programme at the University 
of Oxford and commenced her studies at Kellogg College on 14 September. 

 

Determined to make the most of this opportunity, and always one to rise to a challenge, in addition Lizzie applied to the Royal 
Geographical Society for a scholarship. After another challenging interview process, she received the good news that she has 
been awarded a scholarship. The official title of the scholarship is ‘RGS-IBG Geography Teacher Training Scholarship.’ A huge 
well done to Lizzie for gaining what is a highly prestigious scholarship, and one which sees Lizzie become a post graduate 
scholar of the RGS. 

 
Lizzie still very fondly remembers her years at St Jo's, and given her chosen career it is no surprise that a real highlight were 
her geography lessons with Mrs White & Dr George. Well done Dr George and Mrs White - one of many pupils who gain so 
much at school, leading to a lifelong love of a subject that inspires. 


