WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 4
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
I hope this finds you well and that you are surviving the sudden change in the weather. The dark mornings and
wet days are quite the reminder that Autumn is here, and that we are fast approaching half term—which is quite
an achievement. As I write this I can hear happy voices from the Year 3 and Year 4 classrooms that are closest to
my office, and it is great to hear them still engaged and energetic even at the end of a long week.
As you would expect, we have been going out regardless of the weather and it has been lovely seeing Reception
splashing in puddles on the top court early this week, as well as Juniors wrapped up against the weather and
getting out in waterproofs and wellies.
To this end, can I ask that parents please remind Senior School pupils to bring coats to school so that in light rain
they are able to be outside at break. This should be a coat in line with school uniform colours, but as I do know
many will not have these at the moment, we will be happy this half term to see any waterproof so the children
can be outside. Particularly at this time the more they are outside the better, so please do encourage them to
wear a coat as this may also keep at bay the colds and sniffles that can be brought on by being too wet and cold.
I am very aware that there has been a lot of communication from school this week, and know how difficult it can
be to keep on top of this amidst busy lives and sometimes tricky internet connections. It is always possible to see
the communication in one place on the Portal, so can I just summarise some key documents here:


We have sent guidance about how we will manage taster days for external pupils. You will be notified of
any pupil coming to the bubble and / or class your child is in and we will put in place all of the measures
detailed in the letter sent this week.



We have sent guidance with regard home learning and how this would take place in the event of a positive
case of Covid here at school, or any lockdown that would be imposed. This was sent along with a letter
from me.



We have sent information about Senior School parents evenings and how these will run. This included the
Early Buses information.



We have sent a letter with regards guidance for face coverings on school buses. This has been sent to all
parents so you are aware of how we are approaching this.



We have sent details and a reminder about school photographs on Wednesday of next week. Please do
ensure your children ire in full uniform—as they should be every day.

In other news, we have shortlisted for the Year 3 position. We had nearly 30 applicants for this 2 day per week
job, and very much look forward to meeting the shortlisted candidates at interview. As always, we continue to
move the school forward, and as always we are very grateful for your support and your children’s engagement
with life at school.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott—headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Dear Senior School Parents,
This term is moving very fast and when I look back at my school diary and the amount of lessons delivered, I can't
believe how quick the weeks have gone. Pupils continue to be working very well in their lessons and have
conducted themselves very well outside of lessons. We are very aware of the Covid-19 implications for pupils and
are very proud with the way they have dealt with our school changes over this term, where a real sense of calm
remains around the school. If you feel your child is struggling in any aspect, please do ensure you contact their
tutor.
Please could you remind pupils that their mobile phone must be turned off and in their bag if they do bring it into
school. As you know, we are not currently collecting phones in the morning and returning at the end of the day,
however we will do so if pupils are found with them out. It is Important that pupils go to reception if they need to
contact home, so that vital communication is not missed between pupils, the school and parents.
It is wonderful to see pupils receiving stars of the week and so many pupils being rewarded with our department
weekly wonders; this is a great addition to read out at our remote assemblies on Monday mornings. There is so
much that goes on in school during one week and this newsletter highlights just some of those wonderful
examples.
I hope you have an enjoyable weekend.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head

Dear Junior School Parents,
There has been a lot going on in the Junior school this week . The children in Year 5 have just discovered that the
Junketeers , a BBC science game looking at working scientifically, has gone live this week. The children were
involved in testing the game and sharing their ideas on what worked and didn't with the BBC game developers.
You can find it at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6bqkmn/articles/zm7qjhv. On Tuesday, there was a
fire practice and I have to say I was immensely proud of the whole junior school who showed real maturity
leaving the school quietly and lining up sensibly and silently. Well done everyone.

I want also to clarify that on the evenings the Seniors have parents evening, there will be early buses (a letter has
gone out detailing these dates) . This means that there will also be no clubs or prep for those evenings. If anyone
one has any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me. The Junior School has parents evening on
Wednesday 7th October, which is next week . For those parents who are meeting with their class teacher via
Teams please find below a guide to Teams ' Microsoft Teams – Parents Evening 2020'. I look forward to seeing
you on Wednesday and I hope you have a lovely weekend.
With kind regards,
Caroline Skerry
Head of Junior School
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Microsoft Teams – Junior Parents Evening 2020
Please note: This guidance ONLY applies of you have booked the Teams meetings
for KS2 in the afternoon. You will need:
a device (Laptop/PC/tablet/phone)
your child’s St Joseph’s email address
your child’s St Joseph’s password,
Any problems with email addresses/passwords please contact our Network Manager, Mr Lucas:
james.lucas@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
Your appointment link will be sent via your child’s email. To access it please log in to https://outlook.com with the
username and password above.
There will be an email from your child’s teacher and at the bottom of that email will be a link that says:
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
Click this link, select Continue in this Browser, type your name into the Enter name box and make sure your camera, mic and audio are turned on using the toggles.

Your child’s Teacher will admit you to the meeting once they are ready.
To disconnect from the meeting once done press the red Hang Up button at the bottom of the screen:
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European Day of Languages
Last week, the school celebrated the diversity of
languages spoken in Europe. Students dressed up
to represent a country. The best outfits were
rewarded with House points. The MFL department was really proud of how much effort pupils
and staff put into their outfits and we were very
happy to raise £169 for our charity (Cornwall
Hospice Care).
There were also two competitions that Years 7 & 8 pupils could enter: “Guess the country”
and “Hide & Seek”. Mrs Taylor (mother to Eva in Year 3) donated some china dolls that
Eva’s grand-mother had collected. Pupils had to guess which country the dolls’ traditional
outfits represented; and they had to find 10 other dolls that had been hidden in the main
school building by the Year 11 prefects. The winners were: Erin (Year 8) for Guess the
Country, and Kobe & Marlon (Year 7) for Hide & Seek.

The winners for best outfits were:
KS3: 1st Rosie / 2nd Harry / 3rd Thomas
Special prize for Will Rosevear who was unrecognisable in his Mexican Day of the Dead costume!
KS4: 1st Daisy & Alice / 2nd: Jack & Jem
Teachers also dressed up and some outfits were very imaginative. Well done to Mr Scott,
Mrs Green, Mr Payne, Mrs Green, Mr Cattell, Mrs Scott, Mr Matthews, Miss Betambeau,
Mrs Godwin, Mr Duff and Mr Knight.

There are more pictures of the event on the next two pages…...
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Year 9 and 10 Art
The students have been using "Colourful still lives" in their Art and Photography lessons this week. The Art room
has been full of colour and sunshine. The year 10 photography students re arranged their objects in different
layouts in the style of Stephanie Gonot. The year 9 Art students drew line drawings from the objects in the style of
Michael Craig Martin.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

KS2 Activity Club
We had fun using pastels to create leaf rubbing pictures in KS2 activity club.

Illness / Absence
Can we please request that the school is
informed of any absences by 0900 each
day. This can either be done by e-mail
reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or by
phone call on 01566 772580
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Rock, Paper, Scissors anyone……..
A few pictures for you of Year 8 Maris enjoying a game
in French today, where they had to play caillou, papier,
ciseaux (rock, paper, scissors) to win the right to “steal”
French sentences from each other, giving opinions on
school subjects! They were only allowed to speak
French... it got rather noisy and competitive but the
French was great!

KS stars of the week
KS1: Believe Lawson

KS2: Lawanna Harris

KS3: Josh Biggadike

KS4: Will Collings

Subject Wonders of the Week……
Biology: Emily Chalk for an excellent presentation on
Red Blood Cells.
Maths: Eddie Cartwright and China Bunyard for
outstanding effort and progress on solving equations.
English: Izzy Cox. Working hard during lessons and
persevering with tricky questions/ideas.
Chemistry: Thomas Morcom for his thoughtful attitude
and for suggesting an alternate way to work out what
group an element belongs to on the Periodic Table
Music: Rosenwein Bacon for making a great start to
her GCSE Music course.
Drama: Eve Bley for a fantastic impression of walking
on a tight rope for our Silent Movie project.
D&T: Marlon Bhatti – for excellent progress in D&T in
such a short amount of time, his attention to detail in
the quality of his making is second to none!
Humanities: Seth Hartigan for an excellent start to
GCSE Geography, using a sound knowledge to answer
complex questions.
Textiles: Millie Rose in year 7 for a wonderful textiles
page on the artist Yayoi Kusama.
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Harvest Festival
It’s Harvest Festival time in the Junior School and although we are unable to celebrate as we usually
do by welcoming our families into school, we are still learning all about Harvest time. We are hoping
to bring you a little something special to watch very soon!

Senior School Maths Clubs…..
This term, there are 6 maths clubs running in the Senior School:
Year 11 Higher Tier revision - Monday after school
Year 11 Foundation Tier revision - Tuesday after school
Year 9 Introduction to Further Maths - Monday lunchtimes for Set 1
only
Year 11 Further Maths - Tuesday lunchtime
All of the above are in 118 with Miss McLean. Please see her if you'd like to attend.
KS4 Maths Clinic with Mrs Gardner in 117 on Tuesday lunchtimes - drop in club open to anyone in Y9, 10 and 11
who would like extra help with their maths
KS3 Maths Clinic with Mrs Pearce in 117 on Monday lunchtimes - drop in club open to anyone in Y7 or Y8 who
would like extra help with their maths
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Pupils that lunch……..
It’s always nice to get some lovely feedback on a job well done…… thank you to our amazing catering staff for
always making delicious food—and with a smile!!! Here are some letters from our pupils.

Year 1 Science
In science, Year 1 have been using their five
senses to explore fruit and veg. Alfie is seen
here braving a slice of lemon!
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Eye-Eye Reception Class
Recently We have been talking about our senses in reception. This week
we have been talking about looking. The children have practiced writing
letters whilst making opticians sight charts and are now enjoying playing
in the role play opticians.

Year 7 Drama
We are very fortunate at
St Joseph's to have lots of
outside spaces and today
classes across the school
are making the most of
this beautiful weather.
Here are one of the Year 7
Drama classes out on the
top playground for the
afternoon with Miss
Betambeau.
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Billy’s Bucket
This week Year 1 are enjoying the story of ‘Billy’s Bucket‘ and the unusual things he finds inside....

Lego Creations….
Harry Crawford in Year 7 is a UK Lego ambassador who shared some of his
fantastic creation's with us this week. He has been working on the Roman
and Medieval period and will hopefully be able to share with the Juniors
who are looking at this in their current topic. We are really looking
forward to seeing more of his work throughout his time at St Joseph's.
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Year 6 Topic Work
We are so impressed with the WW1 Themed artwork that Year 6 have completed this week. We are sure you will
agree…….
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Year 9 D&T
Year 9 class are in the middle of an iterative real world design
project to help the school. The students are designing iPad
teaching stands for practical subject teachers so staff can
safely teach practical skills in school in a socially distanced
way projecting class demonstrations through the white board
rather than having students gathering around the teacher.

School Photographs
Wednesday 7th October throughout the school day starting with KS1 and working
through the years groups
Uniform Full Winter uniform as per letter sent to parents this week
Juniors are to arrive in school uniform carrying PE kit if they have PE during the day.
Standards of dress etc
Sibling photos will be taken separately to avoid mixing of KS bubbles. The photographer
will then put the 2 photos together after the shoots are taken.
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Please see below a flyer we received from the NHS…..
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