WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 5
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
I hope this finds you well, and that you are ready for the weekend to come. I can’t quite believe we are
only one week from Half Term, and am so pleased with how well this term has gone—though we can
never be complacent and must maintain our focus on ensuring our community stays safe and well.
The children remain as impressive as ever, and one particular delight has been how well our new pupils
have settled into life at St Jo’s and immersed themselves in all that the term has brought. All are
properly St Jo’s children, and all are making their mark, and their new friendships, as the term goes on.
It is a privilege to see these friendships develop, friendships that in many cases will stretch well into the
years beyond St Joseph’s.
With the Year 3 (socially distanced, suitably sanitised, no
sharing resources) Year 3 interviews taking place
yesterday, I was very impressed to see how well the
school came across to the candidates, and how they
spoke highly of the politeness of the children they met
(suitably distanced) both when teaching and in the pupil
panel interviews.

Love is like the wild rose-briar,
Friendship like the holly-tree -The holly is dark when the rose-briar blooms
But which will bloom most contantly?
The wild-rose briar is sweet in the spring,
Its summer blossoms scent the air;
Yet wait till winter comes again
All children involved showed themselves in such a positive And who will call the wild-briar fair?
Then scorn the silly rose-wreath now
light, and their feedback was very much valued. Giving
And deck thee with the holly's sheen,
our school council members a chance to take on this sort
That when December blights thy brow
of responsibility is really important.
He may still leave thy garland green.
In other news, we had a great first Zoom PTA meeting,
Emily Brontë
and it was really good to meet parents new and
established, and there are some exciting ideas for bringing the community together in new ways in the
absence of the Christmas Fayre that we cannot run in the next half term. We are planning a series of
events with a Christmas theme—so do watch this space. It will allow us to raise funds both for the PTA
and the school’s charity for this year, Cornwall Hospice Care, and you can find more about them here.
Finally, Mrs Skerry and I enjoyed a wet and wild walk out through the fields,
under the railway bridges and along the Kensey Valley this afternoon in
preparation for taking the Junior school children out next week. It featured fun,
laughter, good company, risk assessment and nearly ended face down in the
mud and cowpats. A narrow escape and maybe something of a metaphor for
recent months.
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Dear Junior School Parents,
It was lovely seeing so many of you on Wednesday evening at parents evening. Thank you so much for
being so supportive of the COVID measures we put in place, which enabled us to have a face to face
meetings. Also, thank you to those whose chose the Teams route. The teachers were very positive
about this and it shows how all of us have become so much more technologically capable than perhaps
we were 7 months ago.
A huge thank you to all the families who have sent in items for our Harvest collection for Launceston
Foodbank. We are still receiving items and look forward to presenting them to this amazing charity. In
these difficult times for many people, let's see if we can make it a bumper donation.
Next week, I will be taking both KS1 and KS2 out for a CWS (Cornwall Wildlife Site) walk. KS2 (years 3-6)
will be going on Tuesday afternoon and KS1 (reception to Year 2) on Wednesday afternoon. Outdoor
school clothing is essential for these walks and if the children do not have them in school, I will be
unable to take them. We are very fortunate to have a Cornwall Wildlife Site adjacent to our school and I
hope we will be able to spot many different species of flora and fauna in this special habitat.
There is no football club after school on Monday 12th October and also please remember there are
early buses on Thursday 15th of October so there will be no clubs or prep provision that evening.

With kind regards,
Caroline Skerry

Head of Junior School

Reminders:


Please make sure your child has a coat, waterproof and wellies in school
(Juniors) and a coat (Seniors.) This will mean they can be outside when it is wet
and this is really important.



Year 7 parents are invited to the meet the team and fellow parents (social distanced, and in line with Covid protocols) on Monday 12 after school.



We will write and let you know in advance of any planned Taster Days and will
ensure these all take place with safety at the heart of what we do



With half term approaching, make sure to plan some relaxing down time—
everyone deserves this, and it will be very important to be as relaxed as possible with the busy second half of term to come.
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World War 1—Year 6
Year 6 had great fun in their outdoor school lesson role playing a
WW1 battle. They spent time in their trench, went over the top,
rescued injured troops and marched back to school! It was so much
fun the troops have requested further time in the trenches next
week!

Following on from the WW1 Art Work Collage, here is a picture of all our artists:
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The five senses
The Reception Class have continued their work on the senses by thinking
about their eyes and looking. At the end of last week they made telescopes
and went on a looking walk. In honour of National Poetry Day (if a day late)
they worked together to make up a poem about the things they had seen:

From the window I can see:
A lot of cars in the school car park,
the astro and all the green grass,
a church in the town,

a dragon on the playground,
and two school busses.
From the window I can see:
A castle on the top of the hill,
the bin in the playground,
a lot of houses,
the fence getting wet in the rain,
and the trees blowing in the wind.

Year 10 French
Year 10 have been enjoying practising their listening skills on the “lyrics
training” website today. They had to listen to a song in French and type in
missing words as they heard them. We especially enjoyed the Disney songs
in French! A little fun for a rainy Friday!

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 4

Year 10 English
Year 10 have been preparing for the English Language Paper 1 written task. They had the challenge of working with
a partner, sitting back to back, trying to describe a character face from a photograph. The focus was on using
precise descriptive detail to help their partner sketch an accurate likeness. Students are going to be writing their
own descriptions of a character in a practice exam task.
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White Water….
These are pictures of Jack Woods (Year 9) on
his first white water canoe trip..
Well done Jack!!

Y7 English
Year 7 English classroom display of their reading work. Students have been learning to use the ‘point, evidence,
explanation’ analysis framework using a building a burger analogy to help get to grips with the concept. Our best
‘PEE’ burgers are on display in Mrs Diffey’s English room.
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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cornwall Council Competition
Cornwall Council have launched a competition for children in Cornwall aged 5-11 to draw or write about the
Cornwall they want to live in in 2050.
Ask your child the questions below to help them with their entry - either a picture or up to 300 words.
Imagine yourself living in Cornwall 30 years in the future. What kind of home would you live in, what sort of job
would you have and how would you travel to work? What would you do in your free time? What would you like
the planet to look like in the future?
You can take a photo of your picture and email it to haveyoursay@cornwall.gov.uk
Writing entries can also be submitted by emailing haveyoursay@cornwall.gov.uk
Four lucky winners will win a book token worth £25. We can’t wait to see your entries!
You can have your say on the Cornwall you want for the future by visiting https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/thecornwall-we-want

Warning of road works….
Please be aware that resurfacing
roadworks will be taking place
on the road from the
Pennygillam roundabout to the
Town Hall. This will start on
Monday 12th October and run
for 10 days. A combination of
traffic lights and convoy
operations will be in force and delays are expected.

Illness / Absence
Can we please request that the school is
informed of any absences by 0900 each
day. This can either be done by e-mail
reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or by
phone call on 01566 772580
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Subject Wonders of the Week……
Maths: Catherine Tipton for an outstanding start to Year 10
maths! Well done Catherine.
English: Elizabeth Headon for her fantastic focus in English. She
always gives the lesson 100% effort and goes the extra mile; for
example, she spent her lunchtime editing the short film that her
group had produced with an end result that made great use of
music and sound effects.

KS stars of the week
KS1: Kerenza Maguire

KS2: Isla Ramsden

Chemistry: all of Year 11 Set 2 - Will Collings, Will Harris, Joe
Nash, Henry Mason and Charlotte Standing for some fantastic
work and perseverance doing some very hard chemical calculations. Excellent effort.
Humanities: Faren Huckle for progress in history GCSE

KS3: Bella Robinson

MFL: Martha Weymouth: Martha has been trying really hard in
German - she worked well on a Translation for homework, and
did a presentation on The German Day of Unity.

KS4: Georgina
Hawke

Food: Daniel Mehan for being an absolute star, cleaning up
after his practical and helping others without being asked, and
Melisa Age for being creative with her soup and full marks in
the quiz!

Year 2
Science

As part of our work
in Science, learning
about micro habits,
Year 2 had great fun
in the Orchard
making bug hotels.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 8

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022
Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed
on the School website.
Autumn Term 2021
Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th
October)
Spring term 2022
Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)
Summer term 2022
Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)

Year 9 Business Studies
For Black History Month year 9 business studies looked at
how employment has changed on the high street. They
compared a 1950s London high street with one from
today and researched the work of Dame Jocelyn Barrow
who campaigned for People of Colour to be employed by
high street stores in the 1960s.

Senior School Maths Clubs…..
This term, there are 6 maths clubs running in the Senior School:
Year 11 Higher Tier revision - Monday after school
Year 11 Foundation Tier revision - Tuesday after school
Year 9 Introduction to Further Maths - Monday lunchtimes for Set 1
only
Year 11 Further Maths - Tuesday lunchtime
All of the above are in 118 with Miss McLean. Please see her if you'd like to attend.
KS4 Maths Clinic with Mrs Gardner in 117 on Tuesday lunchtimes - drop in club open to anyone in Y9, 10 and 11
who would like extra help with their maths
KS3 Maths Clinic with Mrs Pearce in 117 on Monday lunchtimes - drop in club open to anyone in Y7 or Y8 who
would like extra help with their maths
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History Club

Members of history club have been bring in their historical Lego creations - this is Theo with his Viking castle.

Year 1 Science Work—the senses
As part of our science work, Year 1 focused on their sense of sight this week. We played ‘feely bag’ games and
then led each other around the playground whilst wearing a blindfold. Super instructions meant everyone was well
taken care of although we all found not being able to see a bit scary
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What’s On – October Half Term 2020

Monsters of the Deep: National Maritime Museum
https://nmmc.co.uk/monsters-of-the-deep/

PAFC Roadshows at St Joseph’s School
https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/in-north-devon/

Eden Project – Ice Skating
https://www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-here/ice-skating

Surfing at Widemouth Bay
https://www.freewavesurfacademy.co.uk/surfing-lessons/

BFG on tour Launceston Town Hall
https://www.sterts.co.uk/autumn2020

STEAM Activity days in Bude
https://cognitionlearning.co.uk/whats-on

Halloween at Paradise Park
www.paradisepark.org.uk

Crealy Spookfest
https://www.crealy.co.uk/halloween
The Great Big Brick Safari
https://www.paigntonzoo.org.uk/

Bodmin Jail - Halloween
https://www.bodminjail.org/whats-on/halloween/
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What’s On – October Half Term 2020
Halloweek At Camel Creek - meet and greet the Monster Minions
https://www.camelcreek.co.uk/meet-the-minions/

Paddington at Lappa Valley
https://www.lappavalley.co.uk/events/a-visit-from-paddington/

Spooky October Half Term at Flambards
https://www.flambards.co.uk/october-half-term-cornwall

Climbing at Milton Abbot
https://www.barnclimbingwall.co.uk/

Pumpkin Fest 2020
https://www.strawberryfieldslifton.co.uk/events/pumpkin-fest-2020/

Newquay Zoo Family Day Out
https://www.newquayzoo.org.uk/

Exhibitions at Tate St Ives
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on?daterange=fromnow&gallery_group=tate_st_ives

Rock Climbing Yelverton
https://www.crag2mountain.co.uk/rock-climbing-courses

Cardinham Woods – Be a tree explorer
https://www.forestryengland.uk/resource/tree-explorer-activity-pack?
utm_source=social&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=national
Twilight Halloween Fancy dress run Haldon Forest
https://www.forestryengland.uk/forest-event/events-haldon-forest-park/twilight-runhalloween-edition
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Friendships made at school…...
This lovely photo of the reception children was taken in the Orchard this week. We think it represents just how
well the children have settled in and the lovely friendships that have blossomed in just a few short weeks.

What’s Next Evening…..

Contact Details….

We are looking forward to Year 10 students
and their parents joining us on Thursday at
7:00pm for our 'What's Next Evening'. The
event can be viewed via the Careers - Year
10 Teams channel and you are welcome to
post questions during the evening.

Please can we ask that
you inform us of any
changes of email or
contact telephone
numbers.

Teresa Toulouse

This will allow us to
update the school
records and ensure that
we can contact you
quickly and efficiently
should the need arise. Many thanks.

Careers Leader
Football Club—Juniors
Please remember that there
is no football club after
school on Monday 12th
October
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Please see below a flyer we received from the NHS…..
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