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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 7 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 

What an action packed first week back that was—and we still have Friday afternoon to come! We have really 

enjoyed working with the children across the school, and the bright, sunny and crisp autumnal weather we have 

experienced for much of the week has been an absolute joy. As I write this I can hear the Junior School children 

playing on the Astroturf, the play equipment and making the very most of their time in the sunshine, and it 

makes me very happy indeed that we are remaining open and able to work with your children even through the 

second lockdown which began just yesterday. 

As both Mr Matthews and Mrs Skerry mention on the next page of this letter (mine is usually the last contribution 

to be added, so I get to enjoy seeing all that has gone on thin a St Jo’s week) we will be making sure we are in full 

compliance with the latest guidance and maintaining the safety and security of your children through these 

times. If you have children in the Senior School, do please read yesterday’s letter with regards face coverings. 

With our school day for the great majority of pupils not finishing until 4:45 when buses depart and our co-

curricular activities and prep finish, we are still able to ensure that we can offer your children safe and suitably 

risk assessed activities following the conclusion of the formal lesson based part of the school day. The guidance 

makes clear that out of school activities (including after school programmes and extra-curricular activities) can 

continue, provided that they are reasonably necessary to enable parents to work (or search for work, or 

undertake training or education) and as long as they have effective risk assessments and appropriate protective 

measures.  

We continue to assess all of our activities as the situation evolves and we receive additional government 

guidance—as one very small example, in my chess club, we remain in one bubble and use Dettox spray on the 

pieces & boards when players change. St Joseph’s will continue to offer after school activities, including sport and 

games practices. As such, I am just letting you know that by allowing your child to participate in co-curricular 

activities, you are aware of the above.  

Away from the guidance, this newsletter shows the great variety that we have in a St Joseph’s week. Today we 

met via Zoom with the PTA, and Christmas raffle tickets will soon be coming your way, along with details of our 

planned activities for the end of term.  

Please do look at the following page—we are really excited to support Cornwall Hospice Care as our school 

charity this year, and we are looking forward to doing this by engaging with their Santa Run. We will be getting 

Santa Run sponsorship forms to the children next week, and really hope to raise a good amount of money for this 

excellent charity and have fun on the 10th of December by doing so. 

Have a great weekend, 

With best wishes, Mr Scott. 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed the two-week break. I am extremely grateful that we can continue in 
school and firmly believe that it is the right decision for schools to remain open. 
Next week is going to be noticeably different with staff and pupils who should be wearing masks in corridors; 
please refer to Mr Scott's letter for all information regarding this. We have discussed the implications in the 
Senior staff meeting, and will do all we can to support children.  

Pupils have this week continued to behave extremely well around the school and really are acting maturely and 
respectfully. As always, please do get in touch with your son/daughter’s tutor if you feel your child my require 
extra support in these difficult and changing times. I hope that you have a lovely weekend. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of Senior School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

Welcome back. I hope you all had a lovely half term and were able to enjoy it fully, even though our peninsular 

living meant the weather was somewhat changeable throughout the fortnight.   

It has been a lovely week back in school and a particular highlight for me has been that children from Reception 

to Year 6 have toasted marshmallows around a campfire in our orchard. We discussed fire safety and I am 

immensely proud of the mature and sensible way the children in our junior school behave.  

This half of term we will be doing our utmost to put together Christmas productions for KS1 and KS2. Sadly, they 

cannot be the staged extravaganzas that we usually put on, but we will ensure that they are the best that they 

can be. The junior team are dedicated to ensuring that your children’s experiences are as varied as possible in 

these challenging times and I know that they are doing do everything they can to facilitate all-round learning 

experiences for them. There will be notes going home with the children in the next few weeks about costumes 

etc.   

Please remember, that it is important that on the days the children are wearing their PE kit into school they bring 

in tracksuit trousers. Although they might keep warm running about outside, they also have to sit in the 

classrooms, which can get a tad chilly due to the increased ventilation that is required.  

The most recent guidance states that children and staff in the junior school are not required to wear face masks 

in school, however junior staff should wear face masks in the senior corridors. We will be talking to the children 

about this to ensure they do not become anxious.  

Years 6 and 4 will be doing their CAT’s tests over the next few weeks and need their own headphones in school at 

all times.  

I am delighted that all the children are now kitted out with outdoor school clothing and we are thus able to enjoy 

outside as much as possible. This also means that every child has the opportunity to play outside regardless of 

the weather.  

Have a lovely weekend  

Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors CLICK HERE FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL HARVEST FESTIVAL 

https://youtu.be/ZN8t9lzMY3Q
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Cornwall Hospice Care would like to ask all pupils and staff to join them for Cornwall Hospice 

Care’s Santa Schools 2020.  

Last year an epic number of schools got involved, and raised over £13,000! This year St Jo-

seph’s pupils are asked to join us, and do something silly in a Santa suit!  

We will be organising a Santa Run for all those who participate—and it is very easy for every-

one to have fun and help raise money for our 2020/2021 School Charity. 

We like everyone to be involved, so for a minimum sponsorship of £7.50, every child receives a suit 
to keep, and a fun Santa medal. We ask that each child raises the minimum sponsorship in aid of 
Cornwall Hospice Care as this directly funds CHC’s care for those terminally ill in Cornwall. 

 

How you will make a difference: 

 

Every £20 raised will fund an hour of our nursing care for those who are terminally ill in Cornwall. 

 

We will be going through this with the children in assemblies next week and providing pupils with 
sponsorship forms so they can start raising money as soon as possible. Our Santa Run will take 
place on the 10th December—please support this school effort and sign up for festive fun! 

This year Children in Need day is on Friday 13th November.   

Children in Need has chosen a ‘come as yourself day’ as a theme for this year’s fundraising efforts.  

Therefore, on Friday the 13th November we invite pupils to dress in their own clothes that are appro-
priate for being in school, for a donation of £1.00.   

If you have any questions regarding this event, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Maths: Lucas Turner for excellent work and focus on       
coordinates in maths this week. 

English:  Kelly Lam for her outstanding analysis of The Woman 
in Black and consistently going above and beyond with work 
that is already of GCSE standard. 

Chemistry: Thomas Greet for excellent work on word/chemical 
equations  

RS: Georgie Gilbert for her excellent approach. 

MFL: Sapphire Bhatti for her excellent speaking answers in both 
her French and German lessons. 

History: Iris Lucas wonderful contribution to the history 
club magazine and getting work to a pupils who is not cur-
rently able to come to school. Also to Mary Dowling for 
her excellent approach and attitude to learning in class 
and in homework. 

KS stars of the week 

 

KS1: Liberty Zack 

 

KS2: Freddie Maguire 

 

KS3: Phoebe Blatchford-Cooper 

 

KS4: Catherine Tipton 

Senior Interhouse Cross Country results 

Before half term the senior pupils took part in the 
London Mini Marathon challenge which we then 
combined with interhouse 
cross country. The   results 
were as follows: 

 

1st= Cothele 

2nd= Trerice 

3rd= Pencarrow 

4th= Lanhydrock  

 

Well done to all who took 

part. 

Contact Details…. 

Please can we ask that 

you inform us of any 

changes of email or  

contact telephone  

numbers. 

This will allow us to   

update the school     

records and ensure 

that we can contact 

you quickly and efficiently should the need 

arise.  Many thanks. 

Face Masks 

Can we please ask that all Senior Pupils come to school on Monday with a Facemask 
that can be used when moving between lessons. This will apply in Senior School         
corridors, on the stairs and when queuing in the dining room. 
 
It will be the case that some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and, in line with      
guidance, we expect adults and pupils to be sensitive to those needs. If your child is exempt please email 
Mr Matthews deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk and either:                                                                     
Mrs Paton morgane.paton@stjosephscornwall.co.uk (KS4 pupils)                                                                     
or Mrs Gardner jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk (KS3 pupils)                                                                
so we can ensure they are treated appropriately. 

mailto:deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:morgane.paton@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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KS1 Craft Club 

KS1 pupils have been enjoying the art of clay 

modelling……. 

Year 10 English 

Year 10 have started the poetry anthology section of the English Literature course. We have read and discussed a 
couple of poems and students have then worked on their poetry scrapbooks where they create collages of key im-
ages, words and devices used in the poems. The scrap books are fantastic for revision and help students consoli-
date their understanding of the poems. 
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Illness / Absence 

Can we please request that the 

school is informed of any absences 

by 0900 each day.  This can either 

be done by e-mail                            

reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

or by phone call on 01566 772580 

 

Ballet Lessons 

Mrs  Brice will be starting her 

ballet lessons at St Joseph’s 

School in January. 

Anyone interested in their child 

starting ballet lessons can    

contact Mrs Brice on: 

nickybriceballet@gmail.com  

Community News….. 

Please select the link below to access the Blackbird Magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blackbirdreads.turtl.co/story/blackbirdpie-autumn-2020/ 

Lost Property 

Can we please ask all parents (and pupils) to check 

school bags and PE kit for any items that belong to other 

students.  There are a few items of clothing that have 

gone missing and may have ended up in the wrong bag 

by accident.   

Any such items can be handed in to Reception where 

they will be returned to their rightful owner. 

 

 

BlackbirdPie 2020 Autumn   

mailto:nickybriceballet@gmail.com
https://blackbirdreads.turtl.co/story/blackbirdpie-autumn-2020/
https://blackbirdreads.turtl.co/story/blackbirdpie-autumn-2020/


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  7 

 

Year 9 trip to Bodmin Jail and Roche Rock 

 

After the jail, Roche Rock provided a perfect spot for 
further strange stories, intriguing Gothic images, and a 
packed lunch. Students explored the chapel, generated 
more vocabulary and ideas, and generally got Gothic.  

 

Thanks to all the students for not getting stuck in the 
stocks or falling of the rock, and thanks to Mrs Diffey 
and Mrs Green for all their organising. 

 

Photography and English got all Gothic this week 
with Year 9 trip to Bodmin Jail and Roche Rock. 
After reading Susan Hill’s The Woman In Black, it 
was time to gather some inspiration for our own 
Gothic writing, so where better to visit than the site 
of Cornwall’s last hanging. Under the direction of 
possibly the world’s best Heritage guide, Jess, we 
were given an view of the dark world of Victorian 
and Georgian crime and punishment. Photography 
students used this time to photograph the severe 
architecture and sinister settings, which will then 
be used to support reportage work as well as their 
own Gothic creations. 
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Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022 
 

Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed 
on the School website.   

 Autumn Term 2021   

Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th      

October)  

Spring term 2022    

Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)  

Summer term 2022  

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)  

Rock of Remembrance 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 pupil Demelza has been 

busy painting her Rocks of        

Remembrance. 

 

They look amazing Demelza, well 

done! 

 

To find out more details on the 

Rocks for Remembrance this year, 

please see the following page. 
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Outdoor dining…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday Reception & Year 1 children 

enjoyed tasting their pumpkin soup and 

roasted pumpkin seeds in the school 

orchard.  

 

They also enjoyed toasting 

marshmallows on the fire with 

Mrs Skerry. 
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Please see below a flyer we received from the NHS….. 


