WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 10
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
As the days get shorter and the night get colder there is no let-up in the pace of a week at St Joseph’s and this
edition of the newsletter shows how much the children have got up to and achieved this week. For my part, I
have just finished reading a lovely piece of creative writing that Mr McGrath has shown me by Rufus Perkins in
Year 4, and it is delightful to see such a budding talent and just how much of a creative a writer he is.
It is moments like that that make my day, and bring into focus the reason why working in a school environment is
such a privileged position to be in. As teachers and staff we can help provide the environment for all manner of
talents to flourish, and in an all-through school we get to see the growth of a young person's talent and
enthusiasm from the moment they join the school until they leave, and we play our part in that journey.
That part played can be through lessons, through conversations, through pastoral care and support and through
myriad other moments. Just this week this has been through Mrs Gardner supporting a Year 10 who was
struggling with severe exam nerves, Mr Payne and Mrs Budd coaching Junior football after school under the glow
of the floodlights, Mrs Colwill patching up and providing medical support for children after trips and slips, Mrs
Barton and her happy busload of Juniors arriving on a cold and frosty morning, the enthusiasm of Nikki, Jodie,
Sarah and Lindsay as they feed us all: every interaction is an intervention, in the words of Dr Karen Reisman.
The next two weeks bring all manner of opportunities for interaction, albeit in a revised form. With over 240
Santa Suits delivered on Tuesday, we are set for a Santa run like no other—thank you to all who have sponsored
children or who are doing so in coming weeks.
The following pages provide more detail of the fabulous work of our PTA, and I would just highlight the
opportunities offered both by the raffle and the family cook along with Paul Ainsworth: details of the latter are
on page 2 of this newsletter and a full roundup is found on page 9. We would love to have as many families as
possible involved, and looking at the recipe it promises to be delicious.
Thank you also for the many messages of support that we have received for the difficult decision to bring term to
a slightly early end, and I have passed these sentiments on to the Board . I am sure that families will be safe and
sensible even with the slight relaxing of the rules over the 5 days of Christmas itself, and would ask that families
continue their excellent approach of informing us of any symptoms and remaining away from school and getting
tests where required. I also take on board and share all views and advice received, and we will always work to
support families where we can.
It is to the credit of the whole St Joseph’s community that we have not, as yet, had a positive test in the school.
This is down to the support of parents and the work of staff and pupils. It would be unwise to assume this will
remain the case forever, but fact we are at the end of November and have not had to send any pupils home to
self isolate is remarkable. Thank you all for this—a sign that the care, compassion and community that are at the
heart of the school are in full effect as winter begins.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 1

Dear Senior School Parents,
The Year 7 & 8 exams have run very smoothly this week, and staff will spend important time during
'reflection week' next week going through the exams. I would like to thank all staff and particularly Mrs
Gardner who has been superb in planning and setting up the exams to help all pupils feel at ease.
Please pass on our praise to your son/daughter for working very well through this week. The Year 9, 10
& 11 exams started on Thursday and continue throughout next week. All staff have been so impressed
by pupils attitude and application during the exams so far; their hard work will really help them in their
learning journey. They have and are developing excellent learning habits.

As we move into December, we have some great festive activities planned, which will add some fun
and extra excitement as we move towards the Christmas holidays. I hope you have a great weekend .
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Dear Junior School Parents,
Yet another wonderful week in the junior school which was again
over very quickly. It does feel that we are hurtling towards
Christmas at breakneck speed. This week the children in
Reception have been learning about birthdays and playing indoor
and outdoor party games, Year 4 have been looking at
non chorological texts and their features and Year 1 have drawn
the most amazing pictures of Queen Victoria.
Next week, we will be recording the Christmas productions
on both Thursday and Friday. If you child has come home with a
costume request, can you please see if you can fulfil it and if not
inform your child’s class teacher as soon as possible. The children
have worked extremely hard in rehearsals and I am really excited about how the final pieces will look.
Please don’t forget that the children are collecting sponsor money for the Children’s South West
Hospice Santa fun run. I know some children in the junior school have already raised in excess of £100,
amazing!!!!
We are holding an inter-house Christmas tree competition over the next 2 weeks. If children would like
to support their house by taking part. They need to make a homemade decoration for their house tree
in their house colour and bring it into school where it will be collected by their house captains. The
trees will be judged at the end of term.
To ensure the children in the juniors are the best they can be, we are talking to the children
about Think and the Diamond Rules. This will help
them to be are mindful and supportive of one another. The Diamond Rules
Please do reiterate this at home.
• Follow instructions with thought
Have a lovely and restful weekend
and care.
Caroline Skerry

•

Show good manners at all times.
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Well done Lili…….
Year 5 pupil Lili has been working hard taking part in the English Youth Ballet’s
“Tchaikovsky Gala Performance”. As one of 25 dancers, she performed a number
of dances, which were filmed at Paignton Academy from 27 October—3
November.
Lili can be seen in the Honesty Dance, the Waltz and the Finale. She’s also featured
in the introduction film.
Here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=dCi7fw0a8oM&list=PLUZ_XpK0lsTJqZYVBU5vpxr5nfCb4Ykjo

Congratulations…………
to Miss Hemingway for
becoming Mrs Budd on
Saturday 17th October.

I’m sure you will agree that
they look absolutely amazing
on their special day…..
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Year 5 Outdoor School
Year 5 have been enjoying the beautiful frosty morning by
building volcano sculptures in Outdoor School- some even
show consideration of how to use the light to make the lava
‘glow’ or use the frosty leaves to represent ash clouds!
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Subject Wonders of the Week……

KS Stars of the Week

Maths: Erin Callaghan has been a definite star! Hard

KS1: Jamie Walker for always coming in

working and diligent

with a smile on his face and for the
enormous amount of progress he has
made in his writing skills in just a couple
of short weeks.

English: Megan May and Harvey Holmes for their hard work in
and out of class. Making great progress in English Language and
Literature. Poetry research and analysis demonstrates them
both consistently going above and beyond.
MFL: Jack Matthews (made a good effort with his German

exams), Bea Medd (impressed Mrs Paton in her Spanish
speaking exam) and…...
All of Year 1 for their great work on weather forecasts in
French (Mrs Scott)

KS2: Tristan McDiarmid-Hall for fantastic
handwriting whilst writing his non chron
report and his thoughtful contributions to
our modelled writing.

KS3: Aiden Getson, Tobias Stoppard, Bea
Medd and James Tippett for all being
“super helpful”.

Music:
Humanities:

KS4: Libby Davey for

Drama:

motivating her form to do
the Santa Run.

Coaches Corner
What a year we have all endured throughout 2020, on a positive note it has been so good to have children back in
education and sports which is to the benefit of there physical and mental wellbeing.
As many of you are aware there were many events planned to showcase tennis during 2020 that have fallen by
the wayside but will hopefully now proceed in 2021.
I am as passionate as ever about tennis and hopefully you can see that in your children, not only is tennis a sport
for life but it will give you the skills needed for life whether you are a recreational player or a competitive player.
The coaching programme thanks to the superb facilities at St Joseph's runs all year round come rain or shine. I am
looking to increase the amount of events both at school and within Cornwall that all players regardless of age or
stage within the sport have a chance to participate.
If you are reading this and would like to book your a trial tennis session please get in touch.
If you are currently involved in tennis your session is still yours until a terms notice is given.
Payments for the new term is 45 pounds for 10x30 min sessions and 85 pounds for 10x60 min sessions.
Payments to be made before sessions
be dropped in to the school office.

commence and can

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, parents
and children at St Josephs a very merry Christmas and prosperous new year.
James Brobin

Autumn term Tennis Lessons have now finished as of this afternoon
and will start for the Spring term on Wednesday 6th Jan
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Good Morning Launceston………This lovely and uplifting picture was taken by Mrs Scott on one of our
lovely crisp mornings this week. Sunrise at St Joseph’s in all its beauty.

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022
Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed
on the School website.

Autumn Term 2021
Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th
October)
Spring term 2022
Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)
Summer term 2022
Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)
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Virtual Christmas Fayre: A Round Up
The Virtual Christmas Market has now launched –
please click on the link below to view the wares on offer and
support our stall holders.
https://pub.lucidpress.com/StJosephsVirtualFayre/#_0

Raffle Tickets have been sent home – please return
completed stubs and money to school for a chance of
winning some great prizes. The draw will still go ahead on
Monday 14th December at 1pm, and will be broadcast on
Teams.

Signing up for the exclusive Family Cook-a-Long
with Paul Ainsworth is now open. Click on the
following link to make your donation to Cornwall
Hospice Care (suggested minimum of £10 per
family):
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
stjosephslaunceston
then book your place here: https://forms.gle/
k7saFJRzu85RkgVcA. We will be sending out details
of the ingredients you will need soon.

We are still accepting donations for the Barrow of Booze, Savoury Delights Hamper and Sweet Treats
Hamper – so please continue to send those into school (and a big thank you to those who have already
donated).

Do keep fundraising for the Santa Run. There is a Just
Giving page for those who haven’t already signed up
Silly Santas - JustGiving or paper sponsorship forms are
available from school.
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Updated COVID Guidance

The main symptoms of coronavirus in children are:
•

a high temperature

•

a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours

•

A loss or change of smell or taste—this means they cannot smell or taste anything or things smell or
taste different to normal.

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:
1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible.
2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you get
the test result – only leave your home to have the test.
Anyone in your support bubble should also stay at home if your child has been in close contact with
them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started.
Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school.
This means that siblings of those who have coronavirus symptoms should not come to school.

For information on who is eligible for a free NHS test and how to get the test, please use
the link below.
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Should you need medical advice about your symptoms then please use the link below.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

We recognise that this can be difficult but we ask that you abide by the advice as best
you can in order to keep our school community as safe as possible. We have worked
very hard so far but other schools very close to us have had to close (either in bubbles
or the whole school). Please do keep us informed and we will, of course, send home
work to those children who are self-isolating but otherwise well.

The advice given above was taken from the NHS website and was correct as of Friday 27th November.
Please ensure that you adhere to the most up to date advice.
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This year we are supporting the Pirate FM Christmas Toy Appeal and we need your help.
You can donate new, unopened toys to the box which will be located outside of the school
office each day until 15th December. Christmas can be a tough time, the Pirate FM Toy
Appeal and the generosity of the community over the years, has greatly helped hospitals
and charities that aid disadvantaged children. Thank you for your support. Please maintain
social distancing when making a donation. Thank you.
Community News…..
Please select the link below to access the Blackbird Magazine.
BlackbirdPie 2020 Autumn

Illness / Absence
Can we please request that the school is
informed of any absences by 0900 each
day. This can either be done by e-mail
reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or by
phone call on 01566 772580.

Can we also ask that any non-urgent queries via phone call are not made until
after 0900. This will allow the Reception Team to concentrate on Registration.
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