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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 11 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Here we are, at the end of the penultimate week of term, looking ahead to a week of Covid friendly Christmas 

events, from Christmas lunch to Santa runs, Christmas Quizzes to bingo via our online Christmas Fayre, family 

cook-along, wonderful PTA raffle and even featuring an opportunity to guess the number of sweets in the PTA 

donated jar. Never let it be said that the St Joseph’s community shirks a challenge—when faced with a pandemic 

we come up smiling and the innovation of all involved is truly remarkable. 

We will keep reminding you of all that is coming up, but I will try and summarise here: 

Have a great weekend and see you all for festive fun in the week to come. 

With best wishes, Mr Scott 

  

What When What do I need to remember? Where 

Guess the sweets in the 

jar 

From today.  50p to have a guess at how many sweets in the 

jar—winner takes it all! 

School reception—foyer 

at break 

Christmas raffle Tickets have gone 

home, more available 

from office 

Buy tickets and also return any ticket stubs to 

Reception so they are included in the draw. 

Draw in school and on 

Teams on 14th Dec at 

13:00 

Christmas Bingo Tuesday 8th Dec £1 to class teacher or tutor for BOTH bingo and 

Christmas Quiz per player. Prizes for first line 

and for a full house! 

In school via Teams. 

Separate for Juniors and 

Seniors. 

Christmas Quiz Wednesday 8th Dec £1 to class teacher or tutor for BOTH bingo and 

Christmas Quiz per player. Prizes for winners! 

In school via Teams. 

Separate for Jrs and Srs. 

Santa Run Thursday 10th Dec Minimum of £7.50 sponsorship all going to 

Cornwall Hospice Care. PE kit for Seniors, Mufti 

for Juniors. Bring spare trainers please! 

In school: on the field, 

down the lane and 

around the Astro. 

Christmas Lunch Srs Thurs 10th Dec 

Jrs Friday 11th Dec 

Packed lunches for Juniors on 10th and Srs on 

11th. These will be signed up for in school for 

Seniors who can otherwise bring from home. 

Dining hall 

Dining hall 

Special Christmas Junior 

Magic Show Party 

Thursday 10th Dec Wearing mufti—the 10th is mufti for Junior 

School. 

School Hall 

Christmas Jumper Day & 

End of term  

Friday 11th Dec School—all day Normal school uniform but with Christmas 

jumper. £1 for Save the Children.  

Family cookalong with 

Paul Ainsworth 

Sunday 13th Dec Facebook Live Sign up as per letter and details in the news-

letter. 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Pupils and staff have been really busy this week completing the Year 9, 10 and 11 exams and the Year 7 and 8 
have spent important time reflecting upon their exams. I think that the pupils have done fantastically over the 
course of the last two weeks; with most having not done the summer exams and the first exams for Year 7, they 
have managed very well, shown resilience and overall worked extremely hard. The independent skills they gain 
from the exam weeks we have, are invaluable in preparing them for their GCSE exams in Year 11 and for life after 
school. All reports, including exam results will be published to the parent Portal on Friday 18th December. 

We have number of Christmas activities planned for our final week of term, which were detailed in my letter on 
Wednesday. I am really looking forward to some festive fun, particularly the Santa Run!  

As we do go into next week, please ensure your pupils come into school in the correct attire: Thursday in their PE 
tracksuit (Santa suits will be handed out during morning registration) and Friday is Christmas jumper day (normal 
school uniform except to wear a Christmas jumper). A reminder that Christmas cards and Secret Santa presents 
must be in by Monday, to then be given out on Friday 11th. Have a great weekend. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

As we hurtle faster still towards Christmas, there is no sign of things slowing down. Next week is incredibly busy but will be a 

huge amount of fun.  

On Tuesday there is the PTA bingo and please rest assured I have been practicing my two little ducks and two fat ladies - 

eyes down everyone. Can all children please bring in £1 to participate in both the bingo and the quiz on the following day.  

Wednesday brings us the Cornwall wildlife site walks for all the juniors. They will need full waterproofs (wellies, waterproof 

coat and trousers) or unfortunately I will not be unable to take them. There is also a PTA quiz to fit in on Wednesday.  

Thursday is a mufti day. There will be a lovely Magic Martin party in the morning, for each of the bubbles in the Junior 

School, followed by the epic Santa Fun run. All the Santa suits are in school ready for the afternoon. Please don’t forget to 

help your child collect sponsorship for Cornwall Hospice Care.  

Friday is Christmas jumper day. Children will need to be wearing their school uniform and a Christmas jumper instead of 

their usual school one. Don’t panic, if you don’t have a Christmas jumper to hand, just decorate a non-Christmas one and 

make yourself a bespoke Christmas ensemble. Please bring in a £1 for Save The Children.  

Sadly, we have said farewell to Lucy Ponting this week and we wish her all the best with her baby girls. We will miss her and 

look forward to meeting the new members of the family soon.  

Any children that wish to bring in Christmas cards for their friends need to do so by Monday. This is to ensure they have 

time to be isolated prior to distribution. If you wish to give a present to a member of staff, these can be given directly to 

them.   

Thank you for all support this term.   

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  
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Christmas Cards 

We would still like our children to be able 
to share Christmas cards with their 
friends in school this year.  In order to    
allow this to happen we will need to     
ensure the Christmas cards have a  period 
in quarantine before being  distributed.  
We are therefore asking that all Christmas 
cards come into school by Monday 7th 
December.  Children must put them into 
the relevant box in the foyer.  The cards 
will remain in the box until Friday 11th  
December when we will distribute them 
around the school.  Please note Christmas 
cards must go into the quarantine system 
and must not be passed straight from 
child to child.  Cards  arriving after     
Monday 7th will not be distributed due to 
lack of sufficient quarantine period.   

Early Buses 

The Senior School parents’ evenings will 

take place on the following dates: 

Wednesday 27th January - Year 7  

Thursday 11th February - Year 11 

Tuesday 23rd February - Year 8 

Thursday 25th March - Year 9 

 

Due to the increased number of personnel in the building and the requirement to  
maintain  COVID safe practices, there will be early  buses on those dates. 
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KS2 Christmas Production 

These are some of 

the pictures taken 

during rehearsals 

this week. We are 

very much looking 

forward to showing 

you the full record-

ing of the production 

which was done over 

two days. 
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Well done to everyone for their efforts 

with the Junior School KS2 production: so 

many stars, and the some wonderful tal-

ent on display from everyone—a big 

thank you to Mrs Smith and the team! 
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KS1 Christmas Production 

These are pictures taken from 

our KS1 rehearsals—we think 

that you would all agree that 

they have done an amazing 

job and look absolutely       

brilliant! 
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Maths:  Sophie Renfree for making exceptional progress. Well 
done Sophie!   

English:  Freya Head - great progress in her English exam. Huge 
move forward since Year 7.  

MFL:  Erin Godwin: Impressed Madame Paton in her French 
speaking and writing exams 

Shannon Uglow: Amazing performance in Spanish speaking   
exam 

Olivia Shute: Amazing performance in French speaking exam 

China Bunyard: Amazing performance in Spanish speaking exam 

Daniel Altaan: Excellent performance in German speaking exam 

Chemistry: Year 11 Trilogy class for their wonderful reaction/
excitement over their Chemistry exam results - made Mrs Hop-
kin’s day.  They are Will Harris, Will Collings, Joe Nash, Henry 
Mason, Charlotte Standing. 

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Arthur Cann 

KS2: Brendan Flood 

KS3: Jack Matthews for being “fabulously   

humorous”! 

KS4: Will Collings & Alice Amankwah  

Staff SOTW: Mr Cattell for his lovely home-

made Christmas hat. 

Coaches Corner 

What a year we have all endured throughout 2020, on a positive note it has been so good to have children back in 
education and sports which is to the benefit of there physical and mental wellbeing. 

As many of you are aware there were many events planned to showcase tennis during 2020 that have fallen by 
the wayside but will hopefully now proceed in 2021. 

I am as passionate as ever about tennis and hopefully you can see that in your children, not only is tennis a sport 
for life but it will give you the skills needed for life whether you are a recreational player or a competitive player. 

The coaching programme thanks to the superb facilities at St Joseph's runs all year round come rain or shine. I am 
looking to increase the amount of events both at school and within Cornwall that all players regardless of age or 
stage within the sport have a chance to participate. 

If you are reading this and would like to book your a trial tennis session please get in touch. 

If you are currently involved in tennis your session is still yours until a terms notice is given. 

Payments for the new term is 45 pounds for 10x30 min    
sessions and 85 pounds for 10x60 min sessions. 

Payments to be made before sessions  commence and can 
be dropped in to the school office. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all staff, parents 
and children at St Josephs a very merry Christmas and pros-
perous new year. 

James Brobin 

 

Autumn term Tennis Lessons have now finished as of this afternoon  

and will start for the Spring term on Wednesday 6th Jan  
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Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022 
 

Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be viewed 
on the School website.   

 Autumn Term 2021   

Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th      

October)  

Spring term 2022    

Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)  

Summer term 2022  

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)  

Year 9 Textiles 

Year 9 have been exploring the many and varied ways to 
manipulate plain photocopy paper to create paper gar-
ments. They had great fun experimenting and created some 
amazingly varied pieces! The winners were Jem Hanbury- 
Tenison and Rafferty Hulme-Teague with the runners up 
Kelly Lam and Rosy Renfrew.  Chocolate prizes were given 
to the winners  but everyone got a little treat! 
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St Joseph’s Christmas Fayre 

You’ve got to be in it to win it……... 
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Virtual Christmas Fayre: A Round Up 

 

The Virtual Christmas Market has now launched – 

please click on the link below to view the wares on offer and       
support our stall holders. 
https://pub.lucidpress.com/StJosephsVirtualFayre/#_0 
 

Raffle Tickets have been sent home – please return     

completed stubs and money to school for a chance of       
winning some great prizes.  The draw will still go ahead on 
Monday 14th December at 1pm, and will be broadcast on 
Teams. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We are still accepting donations for the Barrow of Booze, Savoury Delights Hamper and Sweet Treats 
Hamper – so please  continue to send those into school (and a big thank you to those who have already 
donated). 

 

Do keep fundraising for the Santa Run.  There is a Just    

Giving page for those who haven’t already signed up               
Silly Santas - JustGiving or paper sponsorship forms are   
available from school.   

 

Signing up for the exclusive Family Cook-a-Long 
with Paul Ainsworth is now open.  Click on the 

following link to make your donation to Cornwall 
Hospice Care (suggested minimum of £10 per     
family):   
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
stjosephslaunceston  
 
then book your place here: https://forms.gle/
k7saFJRzu85RkgVcA.  We will be sending out details 
of the ingredients you will need soon. 

https://pub.lucidpress.com/StJosephsVirtualFayre/#_0
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/sillysantas
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephslaunceston
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephslaunceston
https://forms.gle/k7saFJRzu85RkgVcA
https://forms.gle/k7saFJRzu85RkgVcA
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Batteries 

Batteries are recycled in school and once the container 

is full we arrange for BatteryBack (This is run in 

association with Duracell) to collect the container for 

recycling.   

To add to the school container just pop your batteries 

into the giant Duracell battery in the foyer. 

Used Postage Stamps 

We recycle Postage stamp in the school to raise 

funds for the RNIB 

How stamps make a difference 
By collecting stamps you're helping to break down 

the barriers that stop people with sight loss living 

life to the full. We accept all stamps: new or used, 

first or second class, foreign, first day covers, 

presentation packs or albums. Stamps are sold by 

weight and we raise £20 per kilogramme of stamps, 

so it's a brilliant way to raise money. 

Hand in your used stamps to the school office. 

 

Year 10 Maths 

In Year 10, Miss McLean’s group have looked at the          
Sierpinski Triangle and made a Sierpinski Christmas Tree.   
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Updated COVID Guidance 

The main symptoms of coronavirus in children are: 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours 

• A loss or change of smell or taste—this means they cannot smell or taste anything or things smell or 
taste different to normal. 

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you get 
the test result – only leave your home to have the test. 

 
Anyone in your support bubble should also stay at home if your child has been in close contact with 

them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started. 

Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school.   

This means that siblings of those who have coronavirus symptoms should not come to school. 

For information on who is eligible for a free NHS test and how to get the test, please use 

the link below. 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

Should you need medical advice about your symptoms then please use the link below. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

We recognise that this can be difficult but we ask that you abide by the advice as best 

you can in order to keep our school community as safe as possible.  We have worked 

very hard so far but other schools very close to us have had to close (either in  bubbles 

or the whole school).  Please do keep us informed and we will, of course, send home 

work to those children who are self-isolating but otherwise well. 

The advice given above was taken from the NHS website and was correct as of Friday 27th November.  

Please ensure that you adhere to the most up to date advice. 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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This year we are supporting the Pirate FM Christmas Toy Appeal and we need 

your help. You can donate new, unopened toys to the box which will be located 

outside of the school office each day until 15th December. Christmas can be a 

tough time, the Pirate FM Toy  Appeal and the generosity of the community 

over the years, has greatly helped  hospitals and charities that aid                  

disadvantaged children. Thank you for your support. Please maintain social           

distancing when making a donation. Thank you. 

Toy Appeal Update 

 

Thank you to everyone in the     
community who is helping us to  
support Pirate FM and the toy       
appeal this Christmas. You are all 

amazing! We have had a fantastic 
range of donations so far. There is 
still time to donate at our donation 
station!  


