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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

Well, here we are—or are not—again! We make it to the end of what has been quite a tumultuous week, but we
make it here together and having shown just what we can do as a community, even in such a short space of time!
I cannot quite believe it was just Monday that we were planning for a full reopening of the Junior School and a
phased reopening of the Senior School, but I hope you agree the staff have done amazingly to end the week as
we have, particularly given where we started.
Walking around the school over the past three days has made me wonder just what a visitor from the past—say,
for example 2019, would make of what is going on here. We have many staff in school, and they are still teaching,
but the one missing element is the physical children.
From my office I have heard Mrs Smith teaching Year 3, and even my own daughter among those giving her
answers to Mrs Smith’s excellent questions, even though my daughter is at home. I can hear year 4 and Mr
McGrath welcoming all those in his class, and today Mrs Skerry delivering the prizegiving assembly for Juniors,
but again no children here.
The same is true across the Senior School—Mr Matthews cajoling Year 11 to show turn their cameras on in
Geography (well done Mary for doing so first!), Mr Duff teaching civil rights in one room, Mrs Budd in another,
and upstairs there is Mr Knight conducting an experiment online while Mrs Gardner teaches maths from her
office and Mrs Scott today teaches French and German from her room. Upstairs, 5 and 6 teachers were
welcoming their pupils and setting the tone for the day, while Mrs Kemp is to be congratulated for the letters and
sounds that Year 1 were working through with her as she taught some of the youngest in the school via Teams.
I could go on—and perhaps I should as I don’t want to miss any staff out—but goodness me I am impressed with
the commitment the teachers have made to keeping your children learning, engaged and motivated. All this in
only the first three days of our move to remote learning, and with just 36 hours’ notice to the Junior School staff
that we would not be opening.
So, while that visitor from 2019 may be confused to begin with, very soon they
would recognise what was going on: teachers who care, delivering lessons to
motivate and inspire the children they teach. It is irrefutable that many things
have changed, but core values remain constant: we will continue to care, we
will show compassion to one another and we will remain a community where
we support one another.
Finally, I thought I’d share this picture from the beginning of the week as we
carried out our first lateral flow device tests. One of many things I never
thought I would be doing when I started training as an English teacher!
With best wishes,
Oliver Scott
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Dear Senior School Parents,
I have been so pleased to see the fantastic uptake of pupils to remote learning. In our staff meeting, staff have
commented on near 100% attendance to lessons, as well excellent engagement and interaction from pupils with
the live lessons. I have been so proud to hear this feedback, and particularly as it is only the 3rd day. A huge well
done to all pupils for their positive reaction and application.
Please do contact the relevant member of staff for any query or request for help you may have. We are all here
to help as best we can. I would like to thank Robin Smith, Our Head Boy, who is and has been sending an email of
a quote a day to all the pupils; this is a fantastic thing for him to have done and is truly inspirational, thank you
Robin.
This remote learning phase will test all of us, but as per last year, we will all gain from the experience and pupils
will gain great resilience and learn a great deal along the way. I have great confidence that all pupils will come
back in a great position having worked hard to continue their learning.
I hope you have a pleasant weekend.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Dear Junior School Parents,
What a fabulous start to ‘remote learning #2’ and ‘lock down – the sequel’. The children have registered
enthusiastically every morning, the live inputs have been really useful for our learners and the narrated
PowerPoints have ensured the children have been able continued to work at an appropriate level. If your child
has not yet participated in some of these, I thoroughly recommend them, as this will ensure they get the most
from the excellent provision teachers are working hard to provide for your children.
It is a difficult time to be a teacher, as we much prefer seeing our children face to face and I know that’s how the
children and parents feel too. With this in mind, please try not to message your child’s class teacher after 5pm.
Remote teaching is very difficult and time consuming. We all need down time.
Unfortunately, we cannot have children using Teams independently of school, as a platform to chat to their
friends. We are unable to monitor such activity, which is our responsibility and a such it has the potential to
become a safeguarding issue.
There will be a whole junior school assembly every Monday morning at 9 am and every Friday at 11.30 am. The
Friday assembly will include stars of the week and spotlight on a different class each week. I do hope all the
children can join us for both those events, as it is a great way of feeling connected and being part of the St
Joseph’s family and community.
The teachers at St Joseph's and I are here to help you and your children through this. Please keep in touch and
don’t forget - no question is a stupid question.
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry

Jr Stars of the Week

Head of Juniors

KS1: Hetty Cann
KS2: Johan Hodgson
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History update:
In a week that has seen such momentous events in America, and the election of the first African American Senator representing the state of Georgia, Mr Duff has been looking with his Year 9 History class at
events that built into the Civil Rights era in the USA. Here are some examples of their work on the death
of Emmett Till.

These pictures also show the wide
range of skills the students can use
when choosing how to lay out their
work. All tell the story of Emmet Till and
show the creativity of the pupils as well
as their subject skills. Well done to
Louisa, Daisy and Elizabeth.
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Lockdown 3: Week 1. Some of the work pupils have produced—we will have more of a bumper newsletter next week I am sure!

Well done to Edward Warren
for his work of using roleplay
to create and record dialogue,
based on The Princess and The
Pea. He has shown a good use
of Lego to create the scene
and developed the dialogue
through some varied and
interesting reporting clauses.

To start our new topic, Year 1 used
the internet to research different
types of bears. They found some
great pictures and facts. Well done
Oscar, Dylan and Thomas
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