WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 14
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Walking to work this morning, the sun was
rising to the east and I was struck by just
what a beautiful sunrise I was fortunate to be
seeing. It brought to this English teacher’s
mind Shakespeare's description of “this most
excellent canopy, the air—look you, this
brave o'erhanging firmament, this majestical
roof fretted with golden fire,” although
Hamlet in his soliloquy sadly omitted the
stationary minibus fleet that occupied the
foreground of my view.
But while Shakespeare's famous lines come from one of Hamlet’s most bleak soliloquies, the rising sun put me in
a better mood than that in which the Dane found himself. Where he had “of late, I know not where, lost all my
mirth,” this is most assuredly not the case for any of us here at St Joseph’s. This week has provided much mirth,
much to be proud of and much to take heart from. It is to be hoped this newsletter provides a brief snapshot of
the week that was and I have really enjoyed putting it together today and seeing the many exciting things your
children have got up to over the course of the week.
What is remarkable about the current situation is how quickly things can change, and how what is guidance from
the DfE one day is reported to be rejected by the MHRA the next. What we do know is that, as I said last week,
we will face any challenge head on and make the very best of whatever circumstances we are presented with.
Mrs Skerry and Mr Matthews say more on the move online on the next page, so I shall just echo their sentiments
and say well done to all pupils for what they have achieved—and I look forward to more of the same when we
come back to school on Monday. We will keep you all informed of any changes as we are advised, and we look
forward to resuming lessons in school, and much more besides, as soon as we are able.
Please do keep us informed of how life is on the other side of the screen—I have a sense from the feedback we
receive, from the excellent student engagement and from seeing many parents who have collected things from
school, but any other feedback—good or otherwise—is much valued as it allows us to recalibrate where there
may be difficulties, and to tell staff what is going well—always a tonic when we are all a little further apart.
Now would also be a good time to pat yourselves on the back as parents: you’ve done so well, and have battled
everything from internet outage, broadband restrictions, national lockdown, and anything else that life has
thrown at you, and made it safe and sound to the end of the week. We must not forget, though, the difficulties
many in our community have faced, and the losses many have lived with, and are now living with. Our thoughts
go to each one of you.
Returning to Hamlet, despite his melancholia, he does sing the praises of humanity, even when facing difficulties.
He proclaims in his soliloquy “What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason, how infinite in faculty! In
form and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god! The
beauty of the world.” As we go into the weekend, let’s remain ‘noble in reason’ and continue to each try to bring
some of that beauty to the world. With very best wishes, Oliver Scott.
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Dear Senior School Parents,
As we complete a full week of remote learning, I would like to thank all pupils, parents, and staff for all your hard work,
engagement and positivity. At times like this it has been even more evident to see how our team collaborate and come
together so exceptionally well; what a superb team we have. I know that staff are going out of their way, above and beyond
to help pupils, from collaborating on Teams to all subjects gathering resources for pupils to collect, from graph paper to
textiles and Art essentials. There is so much thought from our staff that goes into lessons, resources, planning time, and
superb care and support, I cannot thank them enough. It is very easy for me to see this and I can only state how grateful I
am to them all and for your support.
During remote learning, please encourage your son/daughter to show their face in lessons; this really helps the teacher
engage and interact with pupils, as well as pupils interacting with each other. It also allows staff to see who is on task and
see who may need help. We understand that pupils may be 'shy' however, it really does allow them to learn more
successfully. Pupils can blur their background or add a background so that nothing in the room can be seen.
Each week we will be adding a whole school activity/event to help everyone interact further, named 'Whacky Wednesday'
along with Juniors. It will include an activity/event every Wednesday (one Thursday) that we would like for all pupils to take
part in. It will start this Wednesday 20th January with 'wear a hat day'. We would like pupils to take part and show their
creations in Teams meetings and lessons. Please ensure all aspects are appropriate. We have also asked our pupil council
team to gather ideas from their peers. In addition to this we are asking pupils to 'design your own background' on Teams.
We will be talking to pupils in Monday's assembly about this. Finally, I am pleased to let you know that the Year 10 reports
have been uploaded to the parent portal today.
I hope you have a great weekend. - Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School
Dear Junior School Parents,
Well done to you all for your second week of remote learning. Thank you for the amazing support you are giving your
children. This has been reflected in the fantastic work that they have produced, their engagement with their teachers and
the positive attitude of all the children towards their learning. Please remember that the school Teams platform is the
children’s virtual classroom. Apart from teacher led social interactions, we cannot have children setting up meetings, calling
each other or using Teams out of hours. There is no way we can monitor such exchanges and as such they become a
safeguarding issue. The children also need to remember that the general chat is also bound by classroom etiquette and
chatting on it, when others are trying to learn is very distracting.
When you child’s class teacher is on Key Worker cover, they are unable to do live lessons and may also take some time to
respond to questions in the general chat. They will do a morning register, if they can and will notify you of their availability
on that day through the general chat so you and your child are fully informed.
We are introducing Wacky Wednesday. Each Wednesday will have a theme that all the children can participate in. This week
it will be ‘Wear a hat Wednesday’. The children can a wear a hat to registration and their live lesson- the wackier the better.
Please encourage your child to join in. If any of you or your children have any ideas for another Wacky Wednesday, do
email me. Please do contact me or your child’s teacher, if there is anything, we can help you with. Have a lovely restful
weekend
Caroline Skerry Head of Juniors
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Subject Wonders of the Week……

KS Stars of the Week

Chemistry: Erin Callaghan who handed in an excellent
question on the colours different indicators change to in a
dilute acid and a dilute alkali linked to her Chapter 5 work
in Chemistry on Chemical Changes.

KS1: William Barrett

Maths: Erin Dickson for an outstanding effort and progress
on target focused tasks following the Autumn Term Examinations.
Humanities: Y9 RS group—all or you for making such a
great start to lessons online.
Biology: George Darwall for Biology for excellent work during lockdown.

Drama: Jack Joshua for excellent reading of Macbeth

KS2: Jasper Pearce

KS3: Isabella Robinson for being so
positive
KS4: Robin Smith for his inspirational quotations sent to
staff and students

Music: Ben Hodgson for a great performance of the guitar
solo in "Killer Queen", one of our GCSE set works

Year 11 English: Update from Mrs Diffey.
Both Year 11 classes have been working on the creative writing element of English Language. We have
been looking at Todorov's narrative theory, applying it to stories and films we know and then using it to
plan our own stories that have been written up this week. Here is Joe Nash's first paragraph. The focus
was on creating a state of 'equilibrium' that was then going to be disrupted as the short story progressed.

"As I looked out across the picturesque lake I felt the mountains staring at me. My blistered feet had
managed to carry my legs to their current location. The feeling of peace and tranquillity drifted through
the water before carrying its self up into the breeze, tickling my feet. The fragrance of the mountain air
was almost cleansing my wounds, soothing any discomfort I had felt on my previous journey. All was
peaceful. All was still. " Joe Nash
Well done Joe—we are very proud of you for this excellent piece of writing!

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022
Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be
viewed on the School website.

Autumn Term 2021
Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th
October)
Spring term 2022
Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)
Summer term 2022
Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)
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Online safety update from Mr Scott as DSL:
As we all spend more time online with the move to remote learning, it is very important to speak with children of all ages about
online safety, particularly as older pupils will potentially be
spending more time online unsupervised with parents needing to
work.
CEOPs and Thinkuknow have many excellent resources to support
parents with these, and with by Safeguarding hat on I wanted to
highlight some of these to you here, and we will also put them in
this week’s newsletter.
Online safety at home packs these family activities have
short conversation starters, practical tips and fun tasks to do as a family. This link also has a section for separate home activity packs for pupils from aged 4 to 14+ when scrolling down the page.
Reporting to CEOP video is for secondary age young people and explores the CEOP safety centre, the
reporting process and what to expect if they make a report.
Short videos for parents and carers: delivering online safety at home is a very useful page for parents with videos on cyber security; watching videos online; a guide to social media; a guide to ingame chat; a guide to live streaming; guides to sharing images for both primary and secondary
aged children and very helpfully a short presentation titled Thinkuknow – An Introduction for Parents and Carers.
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Year 11 English—a tale from Tom Stephens.
Many thanks to Mr Cattell for sending in this piece of work from Year 11 pupil Tom Stephens. Over to you
Mr Cattell:

Tom Stephens wrote this short story - a possible task for the English Language GCSE. the task
was to write a story about something unexpected happening. This was a joy. Not a lot happens,
but there is such pleasure in what does. great work from him.
‘This is the bandit calling on channel 19, we gotta break down, M5 South, road marker 159’
‘Roger that, I’ll send recovery on their way’
It was dusk, June 1989. The two chrome stacks were roaring as black as coal, the window was down
and the V8 sound was drumming through my head like a woodpecker was hammering at me. The load
of maze was sat behind me in the tipper with dust blowing out the tailgate. Not a cloud in the sky, not
a car on the road but the white line was dancing in the middle and the yellow to the side. I hadn’t a
care in the world, but then…
Rolling down the road, going about 10 MPH, I stopped in the nearest layby, tipped up the cab and had
a look. It was smelling like the Indian takeaway on a Friday night, the dreaded sign of burnt antifreeze.
Getting down on my hands and knees I had a quick look underneath. Dripping. Great big puddle of water sat there looking at me from on the tarmac.
After some time looking around decided it was time to get my torch and have a better look around the
radiator, water pump and radiator hoses. I climbed back up into the upright cab and fiddled around in
my Snap On toolbox to see if I could find it. There it is.
Looked around for a few minutes around the radiator and this jubilee clip got my attention.
‘There it is. Split right off’
The radiator hose had split.
Jogging back to the cab I got myself a flat screwdriver, undid the 2 jubilee clips, one going to the radiator and the other to the water pump, and ripped of the rubber hose. As I was taking the hose off, I
could clearly see that it was worn and perished.
Luckily, I carry a set of radiator hoses, so I went back to the toolbox got the hose and while I was in
there got the water and antifreeze. Got down popped the hose back on, did up the jubilee clip, topped
her back up with water and checked for leaks. There was nothing. Put the cab back down, put the
tools back in the box and fired her up.
I quickly thought to myself, I better check one last time just while the waters circulating and as I
climbed down the shiny steps the recovery truck arrived.
He wound his window down and said, ‘what’s up’. I said, ‘all fixed now mate, you can get back on the
road’. So that’s what he did. His stacks were roaring and the V8 was drumming again and off he went
into the sunrise.
Checked the hose again, got back in, grabbed hold of the CB…
‘Breaker one, breaker one this is the bandit on channel 19, we’re back on the road, over and out’
And off I went, sounding the air horn into the sunrise.

Tom Stephens
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Dinotastic adventures with Year 6!
In a journey to the Jurassic—and beyond—Mrs Hudson has been working hard with the oldest
members of the Junior School and they have produced some fantastic work. As Mrs Hudson tells us
“Y6 have been drawing dinosaur skeletons in art this week. Our topic for the term is dinosaurs and
fossils.” Brilliant work Year 6!
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“Look on my works ye mighty and despair”: Year 10 and their GCSE poetry scrapbook work on Shelly’s classic Romantic
poem Ozymandias. As Mr Cattell tells us, these show technical and detailed comments about the poem, and help them
build their skills of analysis and understanding of the language and imagery of one of the poems they are studying for the
GCSE English Literature examination.

Nice scrapbook
work from Liam
Brent, George
Darwall, Harvey
Holmes, and
Lucas Turner.
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A visit to Year 2: As part of their Space topic, the year children have been imagining if
they encountered aliens, what they might look like. Some children have not only drawn
aliens but have also made a mix-up alien book. Well done, Year 2. Your alien drawings,
are out of this world!
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And more aliens—well done to the whole class!

With so many of our recent Year 11 leavers choosing Callywith College as their destination for post 16, we wanted to remind parents of current Year 11 of this valuable opportunity if your son or daughter is looking at Callywith as a destination. Year 10 pupils may also want to take a look on the 21st. Do as tutors for any more help and guidance.
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Year 3 Music
Year 3 needed their musical instruments this week
and had a great time learning to play a melody all
about a tortoise. Well done Year 3!
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Year 1: Bearly Believable Art!
To start their new topic, Year 1 have been creating pictures of bears using circles. Lovely work
Year 1!

Congratulations to Karenza
for keeping up her PE—and
even involving bother her
grandfather and the cat
when doing so! Keep it up
Kerenza—and great to see
the whole family involved!
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I Need My Mummy! Year 5 have produced some AMAZING projects from home on their
topic of The Egyptians. What outstanding creations Year 5—I hope you are all very
proud indeed of the work you have achieved here!

In English Literature Year 10 have continued to
work through some of the poems from our poetry
anthology during our 'online lessons'. We worked
with the vocabulary from a section of Wordsworth 'The Prelude' and drew the landscape of
the poem prior to reading it. Sketches captured
the dark mood of the extract and enabled students to reflect on the power of nature - the
theme we have been looking at in relation to a
couple of the poems. Here is Will Tippet's work.
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Year 9 have started sharing their GCSE
Modern Drama text in English. As a prereading activity we had a great discussion
lesson looking at the idea of social responsibility and asked 'what is society?' and 'how
do we define community?'. We then moved
on to read the opening stage directions and
looked at a range of dramatic devices such
as props and lighting. Students created a pic
collage of key elements of the opening. We
have now started reading the text with students taking parts - this has been great fun
so far! Well done to Alicia Lewis-Langley for
her work shown here.
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Great Pic collages from Year 9 students Kelly Lam, China Bunyard, Eireann O’Neill,
Melissa Age. We are reading An Inspector Calls, and students are recording key quotations and what they suggest about a character.
Well done also to Jem Hanbury-Tenison, and Barnaby Knight for their sustained use
of accent during our online reading. Mr Cattell.
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Reception Class Dengineers! In Reception we have been talking about construction toys and
materials this week. The children built their own dens. Some lovely shared play with siblings too.
Have a lovely weekend—from Mrs Hampton.

And Finally:...
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