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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 15 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I trust this finds you well and looking forward to the weekend 

after another busy week. The pages of this newsletter are 

packed with what we have all been up to, and I very much hope 

you enjoy seeing what a lot of different things have been 

achieved over the course of the last week. 

Not only has it been a busy week here at school, the news cycle 

seems to remain set to warp speed, and life certainly is moving at quite a pace.  I’m sure you will have been 

following the presidential elections in America to some degree, and the inauguration of President Biden must be 

hoped to be a turning of the page from the divisions and discord that have rocked the country since the election 

in November. While the scenes on Capitol Hill that played out on the 6th of January are geographically a long way 

from our own St  Stephens Hill, we cannot simply ignore the wider aspects of what has transpired in recent 

months and years. 

As teachers and parents we encourage children to be honest, to be truthful, and to show compassion, and care 

for one another. So much of  what we have seen in the papers and online has been the opposite of this, and we 

can see, in extremis, the impact of assertion without fact, and of the dangers that  disconnecting from truth and 

reasoned argument can bring. 

President Biden was inaugurated on the balcony of the Capitol building, the ’people’s house’ that stands at the 

end of the National Mall in Washington DC. At the opposite end of the Mall stands the Lincoln Memorial, from 

the steps of which Martin Luther King delivered his iconic I Have a Dream speech in August 1963. With January 

18th having been Martin Luther King day, a national holiday in America, the echoes of King’s desire to 

““transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood” stand in stark contrast 

to recent scenes. 

 But as sure as winter will turn (slowly) to spring, in all that has happened from 2020 and into 2021 we can also 

see hope of renewal, of a summer to come. The pages of this newsletter 

(and it is a bumper edition) show what brightness we have just in our 

school—what the children can produce under the expert eyes of their 

teachers is quite remarkable.  

Listening to Junior School assembly it has just been lovely to hear the 

number of children being commended, but I can only echo Mrs Skerry’s 

words that everyone is a star of the week, and everyone deserves more 

than a certificate. I know from our own house how much my three 

children want to be back with friends and teachers, and how hard 

teachers are working to ensure we remain together, even when apart. 

To end, I thought I would share this short poem by Emily Dickinson, 

Hope is the thing with feathers just because it’s lovely. 

Have a great weekend all, Mr Scott. 

Hope is the thing with feathers 
That perches in the soul, 
And sings the tune without the words, 
And never stops at all, 
 
And sweetest in the gale is heard; 
And sore must be the storm 
That could abash the little bird 
That kept so many warm. 
 
I've heard it in the chillest land, 
And on the strangest sea; 
Yet, never, in extremity, 
It asked a crumb of me. 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Pupils continue to impress all staff with their hard work and engagement with lessons. This newsletter 
exemplifies and shows just some of the fantastic learning taking place. Every day we are lifted with our Head 
Boy's 'quotes of the day', thank you Robin. I would like to share today's inspiration from Robin, 'there are no 
limits to what you can accomplish, except the limits you place on your own thinking' - the quote is taken from 
Brian Tracey.  

Please do get in contact with your son's/daughter's tutor, Mrs Gardener (KS3), Mrs Paton (KS4) or myself if there 
is anything we can support you with. We have also added some events to our remote learning 'Whacky 
Wednesday'. Please see the diary events below that also include activities on other days and particularly a tutor 
hour and catch-up hour next Friday 29th January which all staff feel is a welcome addition for pupils. 

We have now completed two and a half weeks of remote learning and we would like to gain your feedback so 
far. Please could you complete the survey by following this link St Joseph's School Remote Learning January 2021 

or using the QR code below. The survey will be open until midnight on 29/01/2021: 
 

I hope you have a great weekend.  

Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

Another week has flown by and although we have not been in school, there has been a lot going on this week.  

The Year 5 children have been working with 1 and 2 place decimals, and writing Gothic stories. Year 3 are 

continuing to look at Fantastic Mr Fox and using this book to write dialogue and character descriptions and 

Reception have been working on numbers and counting all the way up to 100!! Mrs Hampton had her able 

assistant to model this  (me...)and it certainly was tricky.  

Wear a Hat Wednesday was fantastic and it was fabulous to see the juniors all decked out resplendently in their 

many hats. During the course of the morning I saw woolly hats, home-made hats, tops hats, straw hats - the list 

goes on and on. I never realised how many varieties of head wear there were!  

I do understand what a testing time this is for you as parents, how lines that should have never been blurred 

now are and how much your children are missing school and their friends. The teachers here at St Joseph’s, 

really wish they could be teaching your children in the classroom rather than virtually and are making sure that 

you have as much support as possible to facilitate the learning going on at home.   

Next week, we are going to have Funny Friday. The theme of this is humorous. Children can come to their 

registrations either wearing something funny or ready to tell a joke. Hopefully, this will be a day to put a smile on 

everyone’s face ready for the weekend.  

We have now completed two and a half weeks of remote learning and we would like to gain your feedback so 
far. Please could you complete the survey by following this link St Joseph's School Remote Learning January 2021 

or using the QR code above. The survey will be open until midnight on 29/01/2021 

 At St Joseph’s, we are a family and as families do we help each other, when life challenges us. Please do contact 

me, if you need to at caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk .  

Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DHRYS7
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DHRYS7
mailto:caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Online safety tips from Mr Scott as DSL: from National Children’s Advocacy Center 

• Spend time having fun with your parents online and helping them understand technology! 

• Never post your personal information, such as a phone number, home number, home address, or 

your location on any social networking site or through mobile apps like Snapchat or Instagram. 

• Never meet in person with anyone you first “met” on the internet. If someone asks to meet you, 

tell your parents or guardian right away. Some people may not be who they say they are. 

• Check with your parents before you post pictures of yourself or others online. Do not post inappro-

priate pictures of anyone. 

• Never respond to mean or rude texts, messages, and e-mails. Delete any unwanted messages. You 

may need to delete friends who continuously bother you or post things that are not appropriate. 

• NEVER share your password with anyone, including your best friend. The only people who should 

know your password are your parents or guardian. 

• If you wouldn’t say something to another person’s face, don’t text it or post it online. 

• Do not download or install software or anything on your computer or mobile phone before check-

ing with your parents or guardian. 

• Use the privacy settings of social networking sites. 

• If anything makes you feel uncomfortable online, while gaming or when 

online, talk with your parents or guardian right away. 

Oak Academy—Virtual School library 

This useful resource can be found here Virtual School Library | Oak Academy (thenational.academy)  and is great to 

encourage children to keep up their reading in the absence of library time with our own wonderful Mrs Warren. 

In the words of Oak Academy themselves: 

Welcome to the Virtual School Library, brought you by Oak National Academy in partnership with the National 
Literacy Trust. 

Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide you with free books, exclusive videos and their top 

three recommended reads. 

Having access to a school library is really important for children. School libraries nurture a love of reading that can 

enrich children’s literacy skills, academic achievements and mental wellbeing. Our Virtual School Library will com-

plement existing school libraries and will ensure that children have access to the magical world of stories all year 

round, whether they are learning at school or at home. 

We’ve worked with brilliant publishers and inspiring authors and illustrators to 

ensure that the books and activities in our Virtual School Library will support chil-

dren’s wellbeing through reading. 

This week’s author is Jacqueline Wilson and her page with activities can be found 

here Jacqueline Wilson | Author of the week | Oak Academy 

https://www.nationalcac.org/internet-safety-tips/#:~:text=Internet%20Safety%20Tips%201%20Spend%20time%20having%20fun,or%20guardian%20right%20away.%20...%20More%20items...
https://library.thenational.academy/
http://literacytrust.org.uk/
http://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://library.thenational.academy/spend-time-with-tracy-beaker-and-jacqueline-wilson/
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What a Wednesday: hats, 

hats and more hats across 

the school—staff and stu-

dents all got involved.  

Well done St Joseph’s! 
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Chemistry:  KS4 Chemistry Stars of the Week are Lydia 
Trewin, Daniella Stevens and Robin Smith for excellent 
work on Rates of Reaction since the start of term. 
Work has been handed in on time, if not before, with 
great detail and appropriate corrections as necessary. 
Tom Stephens—Brilliant presentation and use of sub-
script in his chemical formulae on a Word document 
for the Rate and Concentration assignment.   

MFL: KS4 MFL star: is Faren Huckle for her hard-work 
in French lesson. KS3 MFL stars: Mia Stoyanova, Oscar 
Amankwah, Rosie Rea, Shannon Uglow, Evie Mogford 
for their full engagement in French lessons. 

English: Jem Hanbury-Tenison - sustained Northern 
accent for entire reading of An Inspector Calls 
(Barnaby Knight, Melissa Age, and Rosie Renfree also 
highly commended for their dramatic work). 

Maths: Martha Weymouth for being fully engaged 
and working very hard and Thomas Morcom for great 
work and being fully engaged on Teams. 

Humanities: An excellent essay from Erin Callaghan on 
the political and economic problems facing the Wei-
mar Republic spent a long time on it, as did Will Tip-
pett 100% better effort than last time in lockdown Chi-
na Bunyard consistently spot on all the time, Erin God-
win consistently excellent and a good speech sup-
porting her ancestor in the 1066 debate. 
 

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Tobias Jones     

KS2:  Elliot Metcalfe 

KS3: ALL of Year 7 for an outstanding 

start to remote learning 

KS4: Joe Nash for working hard across 

all subjects and impressing 

all of his teachers. 

 

Please note: we are asking 
for feedback from parents 
on our remote learning pro-
vision. Please complete a 
quick survey by following 
this link St Joseph's School 
Remote Learning January 
2021 or 
scanning this 
QR code 

 

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022 
 

Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These can also be 
viewed on the School website.   

 Autumn Term 2021   

Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term Monday 18th October – Friday 29th      

October)  

Spring term 2022    

Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st February - Friday 25th February)  

Summer term 2022  

Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June)  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DHRYS7
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DHRYS7
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6DHRYS7
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Head’s Up Year One! What a wonderful group here for Wacky Wednesday and the hats on display as Mrs 

Kemp had one of her live lessons this week. Well done Year One! 

The Appliance of Science: 

This week the Reception Class have been talking about toys that move. Of course, Mrs 

Hampton could not resist doing some science experiments that make things move too! Here 

are some of the children taking part in the science experiments at home. The children in 

school also had fun undertaking some messy science fun on the playground. 
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Bearing Up To The Challenge:  

As part of their work on Goldilocks and the Three Bears, the Year 1 class enjoyed the sequel ‘A Chair for Baby Bear’. Their chal-

lenge was to design and make a new chair for Baby Bear. Here are their amazing results - I think it will be very hard for Baby 

Bear to choose!      

A big well done to Jessica in Year 3 for showing care 
and community by doing her bit cleaning up at Wide-
mouth Bay! As her mum tells us “She fished it out 
(water up to her knees) and dragged it from one end of 
the beach to the other, so she could put next to the 
bins.  

 Lots of people looking at her wondering what she was 
doing, but she was determined to get it off the beach!” 

Well done Jess—great work and a cleaner beach for 
everyone to enjoy.  
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Tales from the Top: Creative writing GCSE English pieces by Mary Dowling (this page) and 

Robin Smith (next page). Mary and Robin are Head Girl and Head Boy here at St Joseph’s.  

A short story inspired by a picture of a lake - Mary Dowling 
 

The pier was the point of embarkation between Lofoten and the mainland a place of arrival and departure, 

of beginnings and endings, but as he sat looking up the fjord, Elrik was somewhere in between.   
  

The Nøkken’s horn reeled to the surface of his mind, and Per Olsen cast an impatient arm towards the 

deck as Elrick grabbed his worn pack and hand-me-down sealskins and they walked up the gangway.   
  

Familiarity embraced every sense: the well-practiced cast off through sure feet and worn hands, the 
conversational gargling of the engine, the sulky sea and scowling sky. The battered vessel moved 
with nobility and belligerence. Even the name Nøkken - borrowed from the water sprites – had a timeless-

ness that felt to Elrik, like Per Olsen’s companionable silence, like home.   
  

The Nøkken jumped and dipped into the chop; ropes creaked, tackle rattled and nets swayed, like a witch doc-
tor dancing to a soundless rhythm, whirling with charm. The cloud speckled sky rolled past them and the foam 
capped waves drifted by with the same ease. Elrick climbed into his bunk anticipating well-earned rest and se-

curity in a way that only a mariner can. ‘All’s well’   
  

Elrick woke to a sound that had something of the character of celebration: full glasses and song perhaps. But 
his bleary mind focussed on the reality: the window at the side of the bridge had shattered as an avalanche of 
white water poured down the slopes of a vast wave and onto Nøkken’s midships. Elrick was overcome with 

fear.   
  

He moved with what felt like one pace to the bridge – Per Olsen was his Grandfather, but right now he 
was the skipper: the source of authority, a plan, of survival, but the bridge was empty, the wheel spinning 
under the spluttering hurricane lamp. Suddenly the sea felt malevolent, or worse: simply indifferent. The inky 
chaos was not trying destroy all that he loved, it didn’t recognize his existence. Elrick felt betrayed. His life had 
been based on a sense of understanding with the water – the rivers and creeks, the lakes and here in the deep 

ocean. The water seemed a stranger to his senses. It had changed from friend to enemy, from ally to threat.  
  

Elrick pleaded for his Grandfather as waves of nausea rose in him and through the howling wind came a few 
syllables from Per Olsen: proof of life. He bathed in relief - if they were together everything would be fine. As if 
in rhythm with his mind the waves calmed, each one smaller than the one before it until he looked once more 

at the calm glassy water he knew so well.   
  

In knowing silence Elrick and Per Olsen tuned the boat to windward, and then with practised movements, 

stowed loose gear, and headed for the lee of the island. Elrick was eager to feel the gentle lulling once more 

and see the reaching peaks of the mountains and, soon after they emerged from the fog, Elrick found himself 

back on the pier, this time sure that he was arriving. Arriving home.  

Year 7 have been reading the novel Holes. 
We've been talking about the clever use of 
sub plots in the novel and have comic 
stripped one of the sub plots that is woven 
into the main plot. We are now getting to 
the part of the novel where we can start 
identifying links between the subplot and 
the main plot and are having some real 
'wow' moments as we see how cleverly the 
story is put together. This great comic strip 
is by Harry Crawford. 
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Tales from the Top: Creative writing GCSE English piece by Robin Smith  

Discovery - Robin Smith 
 
Flat, calm, water lay ahead. So different from the continuous persecution of the cascading waterfalls and the fast 
flowing rapids that we had been at the mercy of on kayaks. Although a lot less fun and exciting, there was some-
thing amazing about the serene waters that lay ahead. Rusty leaves hung down from the great trees that sat 
on either bank of this now wide river. Woods camouflaged everything else, stretching back away from the river 
on all sides. All there was, was sky, trees and river. Majestic birdsong from many species filled the river. River 
birds such as oystercatcher, redshank and herons seemed at ease as we paddled on - one heron was so content 
and busy with its latest catch it almost had to be pushed away as we paddled forward - still it seemed unper-
turbed.   
  
Then we saw it, darting, banking right and left like a fighter jet, and finally coming into land on a small perch no 
more than thirty metres in front. Beautiful blue and orange plumage glinting in the sun, the king of all birds, the 
kingfisher. Although tiny and fairly common, there was something intriguing about him, something urging us to 
follow him, so we did. Each time we got near, it flew once more, another thirty metres on, then sitting staring at 
us and waiting just long enough for us to see which one of the many small twigs of dead trees it had decided 
to taunt us from. This rhythm of cat and mouse continued for several hundred meters along the smooth run-
ning river. Each time it got more and more daring, allowing us slightly closer. Another hundred yards on we 
were allowed to get close enough to take a picture. As my thumb pressed down on the capture button, focusing 
on the small creature sitting amongst the draping branches of a willow, just about to take the picture... it turned 
towards the tree and flew through the curtain of leaves - gone.  
  
So close, yet so far, it had taunted us once more. Imagining the small kingfisher with a sly smile upon its black 
beak, I paddled vigorously towards the curtain of willow, not quite knowing what I expected to happen just hop-
ing I would have such an opportunity to take a photograph again. The willow looked soft, but as the pleats gave 
way around my face, the serrated edges of the leaves dug into my skin. I closed my eyes as I my kayak drifted on 
through, with the momentum I had already given it, continuing the agony of hundreds of paper cuts.  
  
When it seemed as though the last of the abuse was over, my eyes opened. Unbelievable. What lay before me 
was, what can only be described as a sanctuary. A small lake, completely invisible from the river, the only entry 
point being through the ravenous leaves of the willow, provided a home and a meeting place for what seemed 
like all of the estuary's inhabitants. Over the quite hum of the resulting noise from the animals the stark, shrill 
kingfishers scream echoed around, showing the location of the kingfisher only a few metres away sitting on a 
small lily pad, sharing it with the pearlescent flower that belonged to the plant. It seemed happy there and my 
finger could completely press down the shutter button on the camera allowing for the perfect photo. Ka-chick.  

Families in action: 

Freddie and Karenza 

and Hetty and Ar-

thur enjoyed their 

PE this week—well 

done Mr Payne for 

keeping everyone 

active at this time! 
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Rock On with Year 6! 

Year 6 have been learning about how fossils are formed and the different types of fossils that can be found. 
They were set the task to make their own mould and cast  ‘fossils’. They came up with many ingenious ways 
of making them! 

Wonderful Websites: Teachers recommendations for some fun on the web and to keep you busy! 

Mrs Toulouse has suggested a visit to Engineering@Home | Smallpeice Trust for some fun with engineering at 

home 

Mrs Jones suggests any of these websites—plenty to keep minds occupied here! 

https://www.bas.ac.uk/science/science-and-society/education/discovering-antarctica/ 
 
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/things-do 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/winterwatch  

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/engineering-at-home
https://www.bas.ac.uk/science/science-and-society/education/discovering-antarctica/
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/things-do
http://www.bbc.co.uk/winterwatch
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Eat Healthy, study well. 

Please remember the importance of a 

healthy diet and the impact this can 

have on your study and learning. 

• Avoid sugary fizzy drinks, par-

ticularly in the morning 

• Remember to get exercise regu-

larly, and to get up and move 

about often—even when you 

have a busy day of lessons 

• Avoid snacking too much—and 

try to avoid eating where you 

are working, just like in school 

• Foods that boost memory are 

good, though this link also in-

cludes coffee and we are not 

recommending children drink 

too much of that—even if 

teachers can be guilty of a few 

too many cups over a busy day 

on Teams! 

 

From our Head Boy Robin Smith: 

“Hello everyone, it was national Win-
nie the Pooh day this week so I 
thought why not have couple of topi-
cal quotes. Maybe not inspirational 
but hopefully will put a smile on your 
face! 

Have another amazing day.” 

https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/11-brain-foods
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Monstrous Adventures with Year 7 

Year & have been looking at the monsters drawn by artist Jon Burgerman.  

These are their own monster designs. They have been super fun to draw and have been cheering us up this January. Next 
week they will be making monsters from objects around the 

 

Well done to Sam, 

Millie, Harry, Erin, 

Thomas, Imogen, 

Harry and Theo 

for their efforts 

here! 
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Mrs Budd will send the Google docs link out next week, and tutors and Junior School 

teachers will be speaking to classes about Fitness February over the coming week. 
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The Man Who Would be King: 

Year 7 have been involved in cam-
paigning for who should be king in the 
momentous year of 1066: despite not 
being in class posters were designed 
and supporting speeches made. Thank-
fully the decision of the Witan (or in 
this case Mr Duff) passed off without 
incident or claims of election 
fraud...Mr Duff wants to pass on how 
hugely impressed he was at the team-
work shown by the year and the quali-
ty of the speeches and the supporting 
posters here is Thomas Dowdall and 
Erin Godwin. 

Here we 

can see 

work by 

Theo, Erin 

and Thomas 
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Humanities Round Up: 

 In Religious Studies the Year 7 have been looking at how we commem-

orate and remember people. Having studied Corrie Ten Boom and how 

her family are remembered in the Jewish community they were tasked 

with designing a public memorial space…they produced some really 

thoughtful designs. These belong to Millie, Thomas, Harry and Marlon.  

 

In Year 9 Core Humanities we have been learn-

ing about what makes a community sustainable. 

Students have now started a project designing a 

new sustainable community in Cornwall. Here 

are some of their initial plans where they have 

been thinking about the facilities and fea-

tures they would have in order to create a 

thriving community. These belong to Lila, 

Elizabeth, Jack, Louisa and China.  
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Art Attack! 

 
Year 10 photography has seen pupils working on paper bag masks in the style of Saul Steinberg. 
Well done to pupils—and family members (including pets) —who were involved in Mrs Green’s 
wonderful online live lesson! Brilliant work to all involved, and very creative indeed! 
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Ready, Steady, Cuire: Year 7 turn up the heat in the kitchen! 

Year 11 have had a competi-
tion running in tutor time for 
'the best lunch'. Students 
have been submitting photos 
daily with some great...and 
some unusual entries. Entries 
were judged by Mrs Diffey's 
children (critical judges if 
ever there were!) and they 
shared their feedback and 
the results in tutor time.  The 
winners were Georgina 
Hawke with her beautiful poached egg creation, while 
the most unusual award went to Will Collings for his 
12 Weetabix in a saucepan (judges’ comment - 'looks a 
bit stodgy').  
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Sew Impressive: China’s 

Teabag wonder. 

Year 9 have completed a 
project based on the 
work of the artist Jenifer 
Collier. One of her tech-
niques is to embed snip-
pets in emptied teabags 
and iron them with wax. 
They are stitched togeth-
er to make a semi trans-
parent collaged fabric. 
Here are examples of Chi-
na's work, research and 
finished very ethereal 
bag. I think everyone has 
enjoyed exploring this 
technique! 
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Lovely work looking 
at artists combining 
embroidery stitch-
ing and photog-
raphy to transform 
images, and  cre-
ating our own. Re-
search with careful 
handstitched em-
bellishment  from   

Alexie Hawke and 
an amazing stitched 
lion by Thomas 

Dowdall.   
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War                              

 

Scarred for life, 

They told me, 

Falling friends and comrades, 

They told me, 

Climbing to their inevitable death, 

They told me, 

 

The rumble over the hill, 

 close but far, 

They told me, 

The mission was a failure, 

We were surrounded, 

They told me, 

Hope came in the sound of an engine, 

The faint whirring of a Sopwith Camel, 

They told me, 

 

To do their duty, 

For king and country! 

They fought them, 

The men in gas masks, 

The men with rifles, 

They fought them, 

The clunk of bullets, 

Raining from the sky, 

They fought them, 

In the hell hole, 

 

 

Known as the Somme, 

They fought them, 

 

Now it’s finished, 

We remember them, 

The men who died, 

We remember them, 

The pilots who crashed and burned, 

We remember them, 

Those who lost limbs, 

We remember them, 

The un-named dead, 

We always do, 

Remember them. 

 

By Harvey Holmes 

This poem was written by Harvey using the GCSE anthology 

collection Power and Conflict as inspiration.  
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Water way to paint: Year 4 have been inspired by the paintings of Claude Monet and have come 
up with their own wonderful artwork. Great work Year 4! 

And Finally:... 


