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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 16 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this finds you well and that you are ready for the weekend, though of course there will be a number 

of you who will be working, and our thoughts are with you, particularly those in frontline NHS roles, caring 

roles, and all those whose work supports ongoing efforts to ensure what is able to keep going through this 

lockdown manages to do so. 

Here at school, the top floor of the new changing rooms are completed, and look lovely (I will endeavour to 

provide footage for next week’s edition) and we have completed the move of the medical room from its 

location by the foyer to what was formerly an office and latterly a peri music room. This allows much more 

natural light and ease of access for anyone who needs, including direct external access. Mr Thetford has now 

moved on to changing what was a very jammed store cupboard to its new purpose as a space for Junior 

Resources, and his efforts are hugely appreciated. 

Thank you for all of the constructive contributions to the parent survey, we will be looking through this fully 

in Monday’s management team meeting, and then providing further feedback based on this. It is always 

good to hear your feedback and to listen to the experiences families are having and what we can do to assist 

further. 

You will see from the following pages that pupils and staff (and parents) have been very inventive indeed 

this week, and the process of pulling this newsletter together is very positive in terms of seeing what is going 

on across the school. I have loved seeing all the funny Friday things that Juniors were wearing in this 

afternoon’s assembly, and the creativity of pupils working remotely is outstanding. 

I spent Wednesday afternoon in the company of fellow ISA South West Headteachers, albeit via Teams, and 

it reminded me again of the importance of talking things through with peers, and of the importance support 

and professional guidance for us all. It was very heartening to see how we are doing and share ideas for 

improvement, and with both ISA CEO Rudi Lockhart and deputy CEO Peter Woodroffe in the meeting, it was 

reaffirming to reflect on how the independent sector has adapted to everything that has been thrown our 

way over the past 12 months.  

It is important to remember how fortunate we are—as staff and parents—to be a part of a school like St 

Joseph's, even in difficult times. Our focus must be on supporting the children as we aim for a full return to 

face-to-face learning as soon as we are able, and then on supporting them as we work through the longer 

term legacy of recent months. 

While we can end the week in a positive frame of mind, we also can send our thoughts and best wishes to 

those in our school community who face difficult times. Caring for one another, and showing that towards 

one another, has seldom been more important. 

With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and week to come, 

Oliver Scott.  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Another positive week where in talking to a number of pupils, they are all getting on very well with their work. We 
must always try to take positives from any situation, this week for me, it has been witnessing the incredible amount of 
independent skills that pupils are developing and improving. Of course, no one of us wants to be in this situation, 
however pupils are showing fantastic resilience and a brilliant attitude; something they and you should be very proud 
of. Many pupils have said to me this Friday in lessons, just how quick this week has passed by, another encouraging 
sign. 

Please note that on Tuesday, there will be no live lessons due to parents meetings for Year 7 and 11. Teachers will be 
setting non-live lessons on Teams. 

Next week we will look forward to seeing pupils in their favourite Sports wear on Monday, and possibly more so to 
some crazy hair styles on Wednesday 3rd February! We also look to get competitive with the 'February Fitness' House 
competition. It is really important for pupils to keep active in this lockdown period, so please encourage your son's/
daughter's to take part. Also please encourage them to regularly exercise; the PE department have put on many 
programs for pupils to keep active. 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

Dear Parents,  

Another week has flown by. Year 4 have been looking at non- chronological reports, Year 2 have been working on 
graphs and Reception have been finding out about different types of vehicles.   All the classes have been really busy this 
week and the quality of the work being sent into teachers has been excellent.  

Thank you so much to the parents who completed the remote learning questionnaire. It was very insightful. We will 
write further about this at the beginning of next week exploring any issues raised. It is so important that we work 
together in these trying times. Remote learning for Junior children is without doubt a challenge for children, parents 
and teachers and getting the balance right for everyone is something we are working very hard to do. Communication 
is key.  

We are going to have Mindful Monday as our themed day next week. The pressures on everyone are telling and we 
need to allow ourselves time.  Every weekday morning, there are English and Maths lessons and there is a foundation 
activity for the afternoon. Please be assured not completing everything, to safeguard you and your child’s wellbeing, is 
the right thing to do. A walk on the beach or on moor, a board game or a session of cake making is just as beneficial as 
a lesson on irreversible changes or the rain forest. If you need a break, aim to complete the maths and English and take 
the afternoon for yourselves.  

This week is the RSPB big garden birdwatch.  www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/  Usually, we would all 
go down into the school orchard with our binoculars, sit as silently as possible and take part as a junior school. Perhaps, 
if you can, you could encourage your child to participate at home. I would love to see your twitcher photographs next 
week on your class feeds in Teams.  

Last lock down, I did a section of science videos for families to have a go at, at home. I thought I would share one each 
week with you so if you have not tried them you can. They are good fun, scientific and use things that you will have in 
your kitchen cupboards. https://youtu.be/BQGIYKw6WjY   

As I said earlier, communication is key. Your child’s class teacher and I are at the end on an e-mail and will always do 
what we can to help  

Please do contact me, if you need to at caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk .  

Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors  

http://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
https://youtu.be/BQGIYKw6WjY
mailto:caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Biology:  Louisa Smith for outstanding work on 
enzymes.  

MFL: Daniel Mehan for KS3 MFL star of the week 
for his excellent contributions in our French  les-
sons. 
KS4 Robert Rosevear for his excellent effort and 
interaction during live lessons  
 

English: - Jack Woods, Rosennwynn Bacon and 
Georgie Gilbert for their beautifully delivered 
comic strips on the plot of An Inspector Calls. 
Careful use of textual detail combined with great 
art shows these three students really went the 
extra mile with their work. 

Maths: Will Collings for excellent engagement 
with online learning  

Humanities: Jacob Hawke GCSE RS - for persever-
ing and producing some fantastic responses to 
the exam question this week. 

 
Cultural Awareness: Georgie Gilbert, Finnan 
McCarthy, Ben Hodgson, China Bunyard, Eliza-
beth Headon, Olivia Shute. 

Music subject star: Jack Woods for such great 
effort in his Ocean Eyes project  

Drama subject star: Chloe Loughton for great 
work in her costume design assignment this week 

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Teddy Ageneau     

KS2:  Eva Rogers 

KS3: Ashok has been brilliant this week. 

He has been interacting well and good fun 

on tutor quiz time  

KS4: Thomas Stephens, 

Georgina Hawke, Lydia 

Trewin  

 

Update from English 
Department: Along-
side our reading of 
the novel Holes we 
have started to work 
on writing a newspa-
per article covering 
some of the exciting 
events in one of the 
subplots. In class this 
week we looked at writing newspaper 
headlines and played around with some 
of the techniques drafting headlines for 
our online English lesson (before we 
draft headlines for our newspaper re-
port). Some examples are -' Diggin' dirt 
with Diffey (Theo Felcey) “Holes in a jJffy 
with Mrs Diffey (Thomas Downdall) Dig-
gin' Holes in lockdown learnin' (Harry 
Crawford) . 

Term dates Academic Year 2021 - 2022 

Please see below the confirmed Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. These 
can also be viewed on the School website.   

 Autumn Term 2021  Friday 3rd September – Wednesday 15th December (Half-term 
Monday 18th October – Friday 29th      October)  

Spring term 2022  Thursday 6th January – Friday 1st April (Half- term Monday 21st Feb-

ruary - Friday 25th February)  

Summer term 2022 Tuesday 26th April – Tuesday 12th July (Half- term Monday 30th 

May – Friday 3rd June)  



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  4 

 

 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  5 

 

 

Year 1 have been inspired by photographs of real 

bears to create their own pictures and paintings. 

What a very creative class they are! Wonderful.  
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On the subject of space, we have been rec-
ommended to share this link https://
teamitg.com/the-ultimate-lockdown/ to 
a Tim Peake talk that a number of Year 7 
Stella  pupils watched live on Wednesday 
evening. It may be a little long for younger 
pupils, but Mrs Gardner also gives it a big 
thumbs up and it may well inspire a good 
number of other pupils. 

https://teamitg.com/the-ultimate-lockdown/
https://teamitg.com/the-ultimate-lockdown/
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Year 3 have been trying to encourage the birds to visit their gardens. Mila 

made a lovely bird house and the rest of the class made some bird feeders 

or tasty treats for our feathered friends. We hope they will have lots of visi-

tors, especially this weekend for the Big Garden Birdwatch! 
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 Year 6 were set the challenge to make a 
freestanding dinosaur model. 
Rules: One piece of card and a pair of scis-
sors only. 
No glue or tape allowed. Must balance and 
be self supporting. Decorations permitted! 
 
As you can see the challenge was success-
fully completed. 
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Ditch Your Devices! While online learning allows us to keep together and make sure that 

teaching continues regardless, we all ned to step away from the screen at regular inter-

vals. In Year 7 PSHEE they were asked to ditch their devices—and this is what they did! 

 

 Mr Pearce’s Year 7 Maths 
Class have been designing 
maths games over the last 
couple of lessons.  They 
have been planning, choos-
ing a topic or topics and de-
ciding what age range it's 
aimed at. (either their own 
year or top juniors)  These 
are the results so far...more 
will come in next week! 
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Lovely work here by Erin Dickson in Year 8! Mr Duff was very impressed with her annotation and commentary 

surrounding changes in Britain between 1750 and 1900 as part of the year 8 Industrial Revolution topic. As part 

of the same topic, the pupils produced a storyboard on the life of Richard Arkwright, the man who developed the 

factory system. Great work seen here below from Ella Hodgson! 
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Mr Duff writes: Following on from their study of Richard Arkwright students looked at the 
New Lanark factory of Robert Owen. This is now a UNESCO world heritage site and Owen had 
enlightened ideas about how to manage his business and his philosophy we see in operation 
today. Students had the task of recruiting workers to New Lanark. To the right  is the effort of 
Leo Harris. I love the better sense of punishment! Left is Rosie Rae’s recruitment poster 

Well done to 

Finnan for his 

weekend bak-

ing exploits: 

here he is 

hard at work 

making 

scones! Fin-

nan’s top tip: 

they taste 

really good 

with Nutella 

on! 

(Impartiality 

notice: other 

spreads are 

available!) 

Top baking 

Finnan! 
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Year 9 have been studying the History of the 
Atom. In the last two weeks they have produced 
timelines focusing on important scientific dis-
coveries linked to the atom from 400BC 
Democritus to the Hadron Collider in 2015. Fol-
lowing this we focused on four more important 
scientists linked to the Structure of the Atom - JJ 
Thomson, Geiger and Marsden, Niels Bohr and 
James Chadwick. The four photos attached have 
been produced by Melisa Age, Martha Wey-
mouth, Kelly Lam and Ben Hodgson. Other stu-
dents worthy of mention for some great work 
are Jacob Hawke, Eireann O'Neill, Elizabeth 
Headon and Rosalyn Tucker. 
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Year 9 pupils in their Cultural Awareness lessons are making a magazine. It is a cross-curricular project. 
They chose a country, according to the GCSE language they are studying (or any other in the World if 
they do not study MFL as an option). So far, they have covered the topics of Geography with simple 
facts and landmarks, customs and Food. Some were keen to make the recipe they found: Eddie made 
honeycomb following a recipe from New Zealand, Jacob made Belgian waffles, Jack J made a sausage 
stew from the Reunion Island and Jack W made a French tarte tatin. It all looks delicious! 

 

The Italy magazine page is from Eireann O'Neill. 

The New Zealand page is from Georgie Gilbert. 

The German page is from Melisa Age. 

The Norway page is from Seth Hartigan. 
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Exciting times between quarter to one and quarter to two this week for students of 10 Maris in 

the first week of Come Lunch With Me. We’ve seen a wide range of dishes from Daisy Rea’s spicy 

Oriental dishes to trencherman Liam Brent’s delicious British staples - his midweek roast recalled 

classic Wednesdays at St Jo’s. Commendations go to Meg May’s Omelette complete with crisp 

crescent, Tom Morcom’s home made Scotch Eggs and Izzy Cox’s carbonara with locally sourced 

bacon no less….. 
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In English we have finished our read through of our 
GCSE play An Inspector Calls. It's been great fun 
with students reading parts and even managing to 
sustain some fantastic accents! Sharing the play in 
this way has worked surprisingly well in our virtual 
classroom. Students have then created comic strips 
to consolidate their understanding of plot using key 
quotes from the play. There have been some amaz-
ing efforts in terms of both detail and artwork. Spe-
cial mention to Jack Wood, Rosennwynn Bacon and 
Georgie Gilbert.  (work attached  
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From our Head 

Boy Robin 

Smith 

 

However, in terms of preparation and presentation there can be only one winner, and 
that is Harvey Holmes’ haute cuisine. I suspect Harvey has missed all his lessons this 
week in order to produce his lunches. They looked amazing - a shame we can only look. 
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Year 10 Art have been studying hands and eyes so far this term under their project, “The Human 
Condition”.  
These are samples of their sketchbook pages. Great work year 10 ; so wonderful to see you con-
tinuing with your sketchbooks. 
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We Leica bit of photographic inspiration... 

 Year 9 photography distorted glass photographs in the style of Susanne Saroff.  

The students have been so independent and brilliant in creating their still life set ups; using the water in the glasses 
to distort the fruit.  


