WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 16
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Another week completed, and quite remarkably we find ourselves just 5 school days from half term. Well
done to you all for supporting your children through the challenges of the weeks completed, and please
know everyone here at St Joseph’s is hugely appreciative of the work you are doing supporting your children
through all that has come your way. Evidence of this is in the following pages, and this week’s edition shines
a bright light on how well everyone has done, despite the weather.
One of the great things about this time of year (looking for positives here!) is the fact that we are moving
inexorably towards Spring, and there are the first signs of this with emerging snowdrops and daffodils that
can be seen poking through in the garden and when out walking with the dog or (somewhat more
reluctantly in the rain) the children. It would be rather premature to suggest these green shoots were a sign
of the end of winter, but they are suggestive of the changing of the season, and we can only hope they serve
as a metaphor for sunnier times ahead on a national scale.
Much of the news remains concerning, and it is self-evidently a hugely challenging time as we continue to
wrestle with the pandemic. The news of the passing of Captain Sir Tom Moore this week was very sad
indeed, although the message of support for the NHS through the last years of his remarkable life from his
family were lovely to read. A man born in the years that saw the country recovering from both the First
World War and the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, who served in the Second World War and became a symbol
of hope during the first lockdown really had a quite remarkable life.
This week has been Children’s Mental Health Week, and provided us with a moment to think about our own
mental health, and that of the children who are working so hard from home. We need to remember to be
kind to ourselves, and to ask for help when we need it—parents, staff and children alike. Some children will
be finding this easier than others, and that is nobody’s fault. Children, like adults, compare themselves to
their peers, and for some this can make themselves feel like they do not somehow ‘measure up,’ even when
the only measuring being done is by them. Please do encourage your children to talk about their worries,
and we will continue to do what we can through registration and tutor time in school. Some useful resources
for parents can be found by clicking here.
There are now just five school days to go until half term, and I look forward to getting back together as a
school as soon as we are able following what will be a very well earned half term for all.
And so, to end this week, I will leave you with the words of Captain Sir Tom, who was speaking before
Christmas and was optimistic in his opinion of the festive season to come, and also with thoughts for 2021.
When asked, he said “And for the children this year, of course, with things as they are, it can’t be quite the
same for everyone.
“But things will get better and next year we’ll be all right.”
With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and week to come.
Oliver Scott.
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Dear Senior School Parents,
With just one week left of this half term, it is a good time to reflect upon what we have all achieved. Pupils will have
overcome so many obstacles over the past 5 weeks, none more so than the news of entering a period of remote
learning. I am extremely proud of all that they have overcome and how well they have applied themselves. I would also
like to thank all parents for the support you are giving to pupils.
A reminder that on Wednesday afternoon, Year 8 have remote options meeting discussions and so all pupils will have
work set on Teams for the afternoon (accept Year 8 who are expected in the meetings).
Thank you to all parents involved in the Year 7 and 11 parent's meetings. This is a new system that we are all getting
used to and we are aware of some teething issues that will be corrected next time. On the whole I think the system has
been great and enabled valuable communication to happen. It is obviously not the same as face to face meetings,
however it was very close; it was extremely successful and allowed us to meet you all.
I would like to say a huge thank you to all staff who are working extremely hard for all pupils. We appreciate all that are
doing; I will never overlook their hard work, and the communication and care shown for all pupils is outstanding.
hope you have a lovely weekend and I hope the weather improves from last week.
Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School

Dear Junior School Parents,
We are about to begin the last week of remote learning before a well-deserved and hopefully very restful half term. This
week we have been focusing on mindfulness and ensuring that as we continue to learn and make progress, we are also
mindful of our whole selves and take time for us. Year 1 have created beautiful mandalas, Year 6 coloured creation
mindfulness and used their senses to notice things around them and Year 2 participated in ‘Space
Breathing’, a guided meditation session and a class little wriggly toes activity. Please do continue to focus on your work
life balance and go for a walk, bake a cake or play a board game instead of doing an afternoon activity, if that is what you
need to do.
The class teachers are now providing PowerPoint lessons and live lessons to help your child with their learning. It is
important that your child attends the live lessons, and it is extremely helpful, if they have listened to
the PowerPoint lesson before the live lesson. Even if they cannot do this, they should still go to the live lesson.
As I have said before, we cannot use Teams as a social platform. Any social interactions on Teams must be supervised, as
it is a school platform and non-supervision would be inappropriate. If your child can attend the register in the morning,
this is a time the teachers used to catch up with the children and gives the children the opportunity to see their friends.
There are many other free platforms available that can be used socially outside of school.
Safer Internet Day is on the 9th February 2021 and will be celebrated in the UK with the theme: An internet
we trust: exploring reliability in the online world. This is truly relevant currently as all of us, particularly our children are
spending an unprecedented amount of time online. Therefore, we felt it would
be very appropriate to have Trust Tuesday, where the class teachers will focus on internet safety.
We will be having an artistic end to our half term, which has focused on our core theme of Creativity Next Thursday
and Friday, the children will be given a selection of imaginative activities to complete rather than their normal curricular
activities by Mrs Bentley, our Art and DT subject leader. Please encourage your child to get involved in this whole
junior school project. I am looking forward to seeing what the children produce and hope that many of them can bring in
their work into school when we are back.
If you or your child are having problems with the online learning or have a pastoral issue, please do contact your class
teacher, as they are always happy to support you. I am also always available.
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 2

Subject Wonders of the Week……

KS Stars of the Week

Biology: My wonder of the week is Erin Dickson. Erin created and presented an outstanding PowerPoint on Ebola.
It included an interview section with Dr Dickson and it
was extremely informative.

KS1: Arthur Cann

Chemistry: Robert Rosevear and Liam Brent for some excellent work on Ionic Bonding.
Also well done to those Year 10/11 who bought a set of
Atomic Molymod models - great effort, we seem to have
bought out the Amazon stock!!
(Note: other
online shopping outlets are available!
)
MFL: KS3: Harry Crawford/Thomas Dowdall - French (for
their excellent use of Teams and updating their work after
feedback from Mrs Paton)
KS4: Robin Smith - Spanish (very good progress)
English: Hermione Hartigan. Work is organised, insightful
and accurate. Hermione has made steady progress over
KS4 but she has really come into her own of late. She
works hard and is getting results.
Maths: Eddie Cartwright for fantastic work on standard
form!

KS2: Coco Godden
KS3: Erin Dickson
KS4: Lucas Turner, Liam Brent, Libby
Davey, Florence ScardMorgan

Fitness February: the results so far!
Well done to everyone who has taken
part in the February challenge so far.
The current results, after just the first
days of the month are:
1: Blue (Pencarrow and St. Dominic's)
4555 minutes (76 hours)

Humanities: The Geography weekly wonder goes to Rosy
Renfree for excellent knowledge and work on climate
change. Rosy has also watched the Perfect Planet series, a
recommended watch for everyone. Well done Rosy.

2: Green (Trerice and St. Michael's)

Photography: Olivia Shute is the photography star of the
week as she always comes on every lesson with her camera on and a huge smile on her face.

2990 minutes (50 hours)

Art subject star: Sapphire Art wonder of week for extended art work in sketchbook

1572 minutes (26 hours)

Drama subject star:

3322 minutes (55 hours)
3: Yellow (Cothele and St. Thomas's)
Red (Lanhydrock and St. Catherine's)
Total time spent active 12439
minutes! (207 hours!)
Keep logging those hours people!

Maths News and challenge:

This week saw students from Years 9, 10
and 11 compete in the Intermediate
Maths Challenge. W
ell done to everyone who took part. We
should have results by next week. Here's
a sample IMC question for parents to
try. (Answer to follow next week)
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As part of wellbeing week, Year 1 created some mindfulness mandalas inspired by the artist Paula Brett. So beautiful and all so different.
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Year 2 have been learning about Neil Armstrong landing on the moon, and have been doing some great
work with this.
One lovely example of this was a wonderful animation
made by Charlie:
follow this link by clicking here and see Charlie in
space! NBC News coverage and more information
about this historic moment can be found by clicking
here
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Year 2:
Elsie
Crompton admiring
the
spring
flowers
out on
our walk
today...

Year 3: Jess Small recently received her Music Blue Peter
Badge to already go with her green badge. She is hoping
to go for her blue and white one next. Well done, Jess!
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Scenes from Fantastic Mr Fox
Year 3 have been reading Fantastic Mr Fox and for their Outdoor School activity
they had to make a frame using natural resources and then recreate a scene or a
character. We think they look brilliant!
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For outdoor school, Year 6
were set the challenge of finding objects to meet the attributes that were drawn by random from Mrs Hudson’s deck
of cards.
Lots of fun was had outdoors
and here are a few examples
of their finds from Will, Eva,
Coco and Poppy

Meanwhile, for their Art, Year
6 looked at ‘Duria Antiquior’,
An Ancient Dorsetshire
(1874) by Henry De La Beche
during their art lesson. They
were asked to produce their
own Ancient Jurassic Environment picture in a similar style
to the original artwork. See
next page for results!
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9 Maris were challenged to look for
signs of spring in their
gardens, as part of
our Wellbeing Challenge at tutor time.
Rosy Renfree took
this wonderful picture
of the snowdrops
outside her house.

Below we can see how much people are rising to the various
challenges the PE department have set:
Harry in Year 7 is having a go at Mrs Gardner's extremely difficult Beat the Teacher challenge!
Demelza in Year 5 is playing house golf!
William in Year 5 is working very hard in PE in this fitness challenge
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The Victorian age was a remarkable time for creativity
and Year 8 were tasked with researching some inventors
and inventions. This is Hollie’s work on John Kemp Starley, love the sepia style font on this example. Also here
are Shannon’s work on the great Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, and Rosie’s work on Alexander Graham Bell.
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Students, using sources from the parliamentary investigations carried out on factory conditions in the early 19th century had to produce a report based on their learning on the conditions, the challenge was also recognise the difficulty of obtaining accuracy and the truth
within these accounts. Erin has taken this to a whole new level and infused her report with
effective imagery, a sense of the period and an empathetic understanding of the period.
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Year 8 RS we have been investigating the Problem of
Evil. The last two lessons
have been used to reflect
on the Holocaust as part of
Holocaust Memorial Day.
They read Eve Bunting’s allegory of the Holocaust, The
Terrible Things and then
created storyboards of the
Jewish story of Job which
deals with the issue of
suffering.
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Madame Paton set her Yr. 8 & 9
French classes the challenge to
make crêpes to celebrate pancake
day which happens on February
2nd in France
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French News From the Junior
School:
Madame Scott wanted to say a
huge WELL DONE to both Rhys
Leeson and Reuben Nelstrop for
their fantastic French speaking
videos they have sent her about
their favourite pancakes!
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Here are some pages from the Yr. 9 Cultural Awareness magazines. Many have been cooking a typical dish from the country
they are learning about. Well done to Melisa who cooked German dishes, Lila with her Spaghetti Bolognese, Finnan who
cooked a Spanish dish (even if he didn't really like it),
Rosennwynn who made a rice dish from Chile, Georgie who
cooked biscuits from New Zealand, China with her chicken dish
from Costa Rica, Olivia who cooked a recipe from Belgium and
Jack J with the sausage stew from Le Réunion.
Some have even found a new family favourite!
Bravo from Mrs Paton!
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As students had a break from live lessons on Tuesday due to online parent consultations Year 10 English students were tasked with revising some of the poems we have covered this half term - emoji style. Students
worked back through some of the poems identifying key images and language features before translating them
into emojis. The end product - an emoji representation of the poem! The work of Sapphire Bhatti and Leia Parkhouse is attached. Great fun.
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Here are the poems (or openings to the poems) that are
in emoji for on the last page—can you match them up?
I met a traveller from an antique land,
Who said—“Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal, these words appear:
My name is Ozymandias King of Kings;
Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and despair!
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal Wreck, boundless and bare
The lone and level sands stretch far away.”

I wander thro' each charter'd street,
Near where the charter'd Thames does flow.
And mark in every face I meet
Marks of weakness, marks of woe.

In every cry of every Man,
In every Infants cry of fear,
In every voice: in every ban,
The mind-forg'd manacles I hear

How the Chimney-sweepers cry
Three days before Armistice Sunday

Every blackning Church appalls,

and poppies had already been placed

And the hapless Soldiers sigh

on individual war graves. Before you left,

Runs in blood down Palace walls

I pinned one onto your lapel, crimped petals,
5 spasms of paper red, disrupting a blockade

But most thro' midnight streets I hear

of yellow bias binding around your blazer.

How the youthful Harlots curse
Blasts the new-born Infants tear

She was an elfin Pinnace; lustily

And blights with plagues the Marriage hearse

I dipp’d my oars into the silent Lake,
And, as I rose upon the stroke, my Boat
Went heaving through the water, like a Swan;
When from behind that craggy Steep, till then
The bound of the horizon, a huge Cliff,
As if with voluntary power instinct,
Uprear’d its head. I struck, and struck again

Suddenly he awoke and was running – raw
In raw-seamed hot khaki, his sweat heavy,
Stumbling across a field of clods towards a green hedge
That dazzled with rifle fire, hearing
Bullets smacking the belly out of the air –
He lugged a rifle numb as a smashed arm;
The patriotic tear that had brimmed in his eye
Sweating like molten iron from the centre of his chest,

And, growing still in stature, the huge Cliff
Rose up between me and the stars, and still,
With measur’d motion, like a living thing,
Strode after me. With trembling hands I turn’d,
And through the silent water stole my way
Back to the Cavern of the Willow tree.
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Year 11 Photography Sketchbooks:
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Year 11 Photography Sketchbooks:
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