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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 16 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Cast your mind back to the 25th of December: Turkey (or equally enjoyable meal) cooking in the 

oven, tree aglow with lights, presents either opened or awaiting opening depending on family choice, 

and just two weeks to go before the children are safely back at school. Adults would return to work, 

to a sense of normality (such as we have come to know it since the start oi the pandemic) would 

return. Who could have thought that on the 12th of February we would be finishing half a term in 

lockdown, or that it would have proven to have been as successful as it has?  

It has been difficult, for parents, staff and children, but it has also taught us all a lot about ourselves, 

and the capacity we have for adapting and making the best of a challenging situations. That said, oh 

my goodness I hope that we hear that from the 8th of March we can resume face-to-face school, 

there is no doubt that the children need this, as of course do parents and teachers. 

It is remarkable that even as we battle with technology and how best to ensure that children make 

the progress they need, and that online lessons are as engaging and motivating as possible, the world 

continues to turn and the news cycle seems to remain stuck in fast forward. While I have followed 

the impeachment trial in America, there are also disputes about vaccine rollouts vying for news time 

with Brexit fallout, the climate crisis and so much more besides. 

And with all of this going on, it is so good to take a moment to look at the amount your children have 

achieved, and to know through speaking with them and hearing from staff that we have an amazing 

group of young people here who will take their places in this world and make a positive impact by 

doing so.  

I never cease to be amazed by what they can achieve, and how they have adapted to the world since 

the advent of 2020. They deserve this half term, and they deserve the opportunity to return to school 

as soon as possible and to continue their education, in the widest sense of the word, here at St 

Joseph’s. They all have my utmost respect, and I can only thank you as parents for entrusting them to 

us for these crucial formative years. 

Whatever the next weeks bring, I also take heart both that I am not a member of Handforth Parish 

Council (well done Jackie Weaver) and that despite incalculable hours spent on Teams and Zoom by 

staff and pupils in recent months, not have suffered the fate of internet sensation Mr Ponton, seen in 

this clip struggling with a cat filter on Zoom. On that note, have a fabulous half term and I look 

forward to seeing you all soon, and to seeing Senior and Junior pupils in their assemblies on Monday 

the 22nd. Do take care, and take time away from screens over half term.  

With best wishes, 

Oliver Scott.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvwJYTdIDcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvwJYTdIDcM


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  2 

 

Dear Senior School Parents, 

Reflecting on the last 6 weeks since the start of this term, there is no doubt how far we have come, when yet again we were 
placed in challenging circumstances. Having been placed in a similar position in March of last year, it is clear to me how much 
everyone learnt, has grown and gained from that experience. Pupils are still developing and learning, and the amount of work 
produced has been very pleasing to see. When looking back at my own lesson planning and seeing how much content we have 
covered in class, it is full credit to the pupils who have persisted, who have logged in every lesson and worked so hard to carry on. 
Learning has continued and because of that we can take the other positives that will come out of this challenge. 

The quote by Karen Reivich, 'Resilience is not all or nothing. It comes in amounts. You can be a little resilient, a lot resilient; 
resilient in some situations but not in others. And, no matter how resilient you are today, you can become more resilient 
tomorrow'. 

For me, this is very true in our lockdown experience, we will all have been affected in varying ways and we all would have gained 
varying amounts of resilience, and that is okay. We will have tomorrow to gain more, our pupils will have tomorrow to continue 
their experiences of learning and living in the world today. Pupils have been remarkable, as have parents and teachers, all 
working together in our community that has allowed pupils to continue to grow and develop. Clearly not in the way we would 
wish, but still they do, and they will have done so having gained so much.  

On Tuesday 23rd February we have Year 8 parent meeting in the afternoon. For all pupils, period 5 and 6 will be catch up lessons 
with a set of fun English, Maths, Science, Humanities, PE and creative activities. This will be short 20 to 30 minute activities for 
pupils to try.  

I hope that half term will allow all to spend some time away from devices. We all look forward in the hope that we will be able to 
return very soon after half term. In the meantime, I hope that you, your families, and our pupils have a wonderful half term. 

With best wishes, 

Sam Matthews—Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

  
Happy half term!! Today’s date is a palindrome, which means the date reads the same backwards and forwards – try 
it!!  12.02.2021.  
 
This half of term everyone has worked so hard. What we have managed to achieve as the St Joseph’s team has been 
amazing. Well done, to all the children, parents and grandparents who have worked so diligently at home these past 5 
weeks. Well done, to all those children who got a special mention or star of the week for the huge effort they have put in. Well 
done, to the teachers who have worked tirelessly to narrate PowerPoint lessons, run live lessons and feedback on all the amazing 
work you have been doing. Well done, to everyone.!  
 
At present, we are hoping that we will have just 2 weeks of remote learning after half term. I am truly hopeful that we will be 
back in school on March 8th, but we will have to see what the authorities decree. We are currently planning 
parents' meetings online for the 2nd week back after the week’s break and I will send a letter out with times and how to access 
them at the beginning of the first week back.   
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the work the children have done these past 2 afternoons on the creativity channel. I 
always knew what a very creative group of children we have attending our school. Many of the pieces have totally blown me 
away. If you have not had a chance. do have a look at the channel, it is amazing.  
 
World book day is on the 4th of March and a voucher for £1 off a book has been sent with this letter. Your child’s class teacher 
will liaise with you on how their class will be observing this auspicious occasion. Meanwhile, Harry Crawford (Year 7) will be doing 
a junior assembly on Monday 1st March. He is Lego ambassador and will talking to us about ‘Build the change.’   
 
As always, please do contact me if you need to. I hope you all have a very restful half term, that the sun comes out and we start 
to get feeling of spring in the air.  
   
Best Wishes  
  
Caroline Skerry—Head of Juniors  
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Biology: Amelie Crowder.  While learning about the 
skeleton this week in Science, Amelie has constructed 
her own large skeleton model at home. Well Done 
Amelie  

Chemistry: Ben Hunt and Erin Callaghan for their mod-
els using plasticine/marshmallows to represent Cova-
lent Bonding  

History: George Dundon for some great history writing , 
Phoebe BC for great work and a special mention to Joe 
Nash for a big improvement: Mr Duff says “he’s on the 
ball!” 

DT: Tom Stevens in KS4 and Harry Crawford in KS3 

MFL: KS4 Robert Rosevear - for excellent effort and al-
ways being ready to volunteer an answer 
KS3 Chloe Loughton for excellent work in French 
English: Our English start is Georgie Gilbert who pro-
duced such a fantastic An Inspector Calls essay that Mrs 
Diffey was rendered speechless (a rare occurrence). 
Georgie's response was original, insightful and explored 
a range of sophisticated ideas. Her work showed the 
maturity of a Year 10 or 11 student.  

Physics: Harry Crawford for physics, always enthusiastic 
and with a knowledge of the Solar System that puts Mr 
Knight’s to shame (his words)! 

Art subject star: Georgie Gilbert  Art wonder of the 
week for her beautiful show painting  

Drama: Daisy Rea for producing some lovely research 
work in class this week  

Music: Ben Laatz for continuing to produce fantastic 
drum performances  

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Liberty ZaK 

KS2: Charlie Lo 

KS3:  Phoebe Blatchford Cooper: always camera 

on, always engaging and she baked cakes! (See 

later in this newsletter.) 

KS4: Harvey Holmes (impressive lunches shared 

on Teams with his tutor group, 

what a chef!)  

 

 

Fitness February: the results so 
far!  

Well done to everyone who has tak-
en part in the February challenge 
so far. The current results, after just 
the first days of the month are: 

1: Greens (Trerice and St. 
Michael's) 13,674  (227.9 hours) 

2: Yellows (Cothele and St. Thom-
as's) 13,656 (227.6 hours) 

3: Blues (Pencarrow and St. 
Dominic's) 12,800 (213 hours)  

4: Reds (Lanhydrock and St. Cathe-
rine's) 6571 (110 hours)  

Total time spent active 779  hours! 
Keep logging those hours people! 

Last week’s maths challenge: 
the answer was D—130˚ 

House challenge question: What will Mr Brown do to get his house motivated? Surely as a dynamic PE 

teacher he will want to raise his house total so that Lanhydrock start to challenge Mrs Green, Mrs Sadler-

Smith and Mrs Budd? With his business studies head on should he not see the flaw in a remaining uncom-

petitive in this market? Or is he content to stay off the pace? Only time will tell: come on Mr Brown, let’s 

see what you can do by next week! 
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 Year 1 have been creating their own bear shaped snacks this week. Delicious! 

Well done to Dominic Lee: 
this sensible young man in 
our Reception Class was  tak-
ing no chances when he came 
to his safer internet and bear 
fact finding topic activity on 
Tuesday - internet safety day. 
Very safe indeed Dominic! 
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Year 3 have been very busy on their DT project making rainforest dioramas. They were tasked with creating a 
diorama to show not only the layers found in the rainforest, but also to show the types of animals that would 
live there. They are absolutely amazing and show great creativity, hard work and super effort - well done year 3!  
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Y4 
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Year 8: ready, 

steady, bake! 

Well done to Phoe-

be, Ella, Bea and 

Sophie in Year 8 

who took managed 

to get together 

and have a lovely 

bake off via the magic of the internet. Great baking Year 

8, we all hope the results were delicious and that you 

shared the fruits of your labours with your parents and 

siblings. 
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 Mindfulness for children—from the BBC 

There are some very interesting tips for mindfulness 

for children which can be found by visiting 10 mind-

fulness exercises for kids - BBC Good Food   

1. Visualise your safe place – to feel grounded 

2. Balloon belly breathing – to soothe 

3. Warrior pose – for confidence and concentra-

tion 

4. Sound meditation – to fuel curiosity 

5. Savour your food – to encourage gratitude 

6. Embrace music – to switch up your mood 

7. Make your mind garden beautiful – to grow 

happy thoughts 

8. Legs up the wall – to soften and drop 

9. Get creative – to express yourself 

10. Hug it out – to feel connected 

 

Do make up your own minds bout this (other mind-

fulness techniques are of course available) but if you 

try any why not let us know in time for our next 

newsletter?  

Happy mindfulness time everyone! 

 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/10-mindfulness-exercises-kids
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/10-mindfulness-exercises-kids
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 The wind was a torrent of darkness among the gusty 

trees.    

The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas.    

The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor,    

And the highwayman came riding— 

         Riding—riding— 

The highwayman came riding, up to the old inn-door. 

Year 6 have 
been studying 
The Highway-
man by Alfred 
Noyes during 
their English 
lessons. 
They were then 
set the task to 
illustrate lines 
or a stanza 
from the poem. 
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Year 6 have been 

classifying plants 

during science les-

sons and drawing 

leaves from close 

observation for 

outdoor school  
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From Mrs Smith: The Junior school have been very inventive during their music lessons for the last few weeks. 

They have found a variety of sounds from home to use and I am really impressed with their super work.  

Well done to everyone who has been taking part in our weekly music lessons!  
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Cornwall Council have  collated a number of resources for parents and children n, and they can be 

accessed overall here 

For Early Years: 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/coronavirus-advice-for-children-and-families/

educational-resources-and-information-for-parents-and-carers/early-years-fun-learning/  

For Juniors: 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/coronavirus-advice-for-children-and-families/educational-resources-and

-information-for-parents-and-carers/primary-school-resources/ 

For Seniors: 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/coronavirus-advice-for-children-and-families/educational-resources-and

-information-for-parents-and-carers/secondary-school-resources-for-young-people/ 

There are masses of ideas here to dip into from Art and Design to Food, Geography to PSHEE, STEM to Nature, Outdoors, Gar-

dening and play. Well worth a visit if you are looking for things to do this half term and beyond. 

 

 

Kernow Bys Vyken  

Helpful links from Cornwall Council: 

Year 9 History: Year 9 students in history have been looking at what constituted the home front, how during the world wars everybody was 
affected. Here we see work by Alicia and Holly on this important subject. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/teachingresources
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Great work 

Amelie 

Crowder for 

this out-

standing cos-

tume for 

Monday’s 

dress up in 

Seniors! 

Superheroes assemble! It was an interesting start to Thursday as Mr Scott led Senior School as-
sembly on Superhero Day. As you can see, teachers got into the spirit of things—though we were 
looking at everyday heroes as well as the caped variety. Lovely to know we have such a brave 
band of caped crusaders on hand should there be anyone unwise enough to take on Team St Jo’s! 

There’s always one...Mr Duff has his very own 

Superhero outfit, but unlike the Simpsons varie-

ty, Mr Duff assures us that he has not been in-
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Chemistry: Year 10 have been working hard this week studying Covalent Bond-
ing. This involves the sharing of a pair/pairs of electrons. Some of the students 
bought Molymod models which has been great to help them with space visuali-
sation and bond angles. Others have been inventive with plasticine and marsh-
mallows. I think there has also been lots of marshmallow eating too!!  

 

A covalent bond is a shared pair of 

electrons. Covalent bonding results 

in the formation of molecules or 

giant structures. Substances with 

small molecules have low melting 

and boiling points and do not con-

duct electricity. Giant covalent sub-

stances have very high melting 

points.  

Find out more about this, and help 

your GCSE age pupil revise, by going 

to BBC Bitesize information on this  

by clicking here 

As an aside, has anyone heard of Ar-

thur Benjamin the mathamagician? If 

you haven’t, or even if you have, I 

would recommend watching Faster 

Than a Calculator, his Ted Talk in Ox-

ford from 2012. Quite remarkable—

how does he do that? You can find 

this on YouTube 

or just by clicking 

here. 

Enjoy! Mr Scott. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcvy6yc/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4PTvXtz4GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4PTvXtz4GM
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For the PE department’s beat the teacher challenge we 
were lucky enough to have the challenge set by Premier 
League footballer and fellow Cornishman Jack Stephens, 
who sent in a video to challenge our pupils to some foot-
ball challenges! I ADD PICS OF CHILDREN DOING THIS! 

 

To see the film of Jack Stephens talking to our 

children, and to take the challenge yourselves 

as parents, just follow this linkto our YouTube 

channel. Thank you Mr Payne for organising 

this. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGZOOAQRrLo&feature=youtu.be
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This half term Y9 Business studies have been undertaking a project which has 
seen them create a breakfast cereal that can be eaten at any time of the day 
as a snack - making the most of people being at home during lockdown! They 
have undertaken market research, designed business plans and have just 
completed their packaging which I will forward on as they come in to me! 
This is China's breakfast cereal creation 'Cosmic Crunch' and Jack’s Munch-
kins 
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This half term Y9 Business studies have been undertaking a project which has seen 
them create a breakfast cereal that can be eaten at any time of the day as a snack . 
Here are amazing ideas from Elizabeth Headon, Thomas Harris and Jacob Hawke! 
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Year 8 have been reading Private Peaceful this half of term and 
have responded to the novel through a collage. We looked at the 
transitional moment in the story where the characters leave the 
tranquillity of Devon for the battlefields of Ypres and have 
brought it to life in creative and innovative ways. The novel is a 
story of two halves and Year 8 went above and beyond in their 
efforts to show this; we had mobiles, painted shoes, models and 
computer games amongst other things.  
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Year 8 have written their own first person account of a gas attack in the trenches of 
WW1 following on from our reading of Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. We fo-
cused on expanding our vocabulary using the senses and listened to a reading of the 
Wilfred Own poem Dolce Est Decorum which vividly describes the horror of gas used in 
warfare. It was good to see students borrowing and adapting some of Owen's powerful 
lines in their own work. Here is an excellent opening paragraph from Josh Biggadike. 

I could hear the faint fizzing sound getting louder and closer. The pitch of 
fizz started high and got lower until I was shaken by the boom of the gas 

bomb hitting the ground nearby.  

Looking around me, I could see nothing apart from the smudged silhouette 
of people because the gas put tears in my eyes. It looked like most of the 
trench had collapsed over some people causing them to suffocate and die. 
All I could see was heaps of mud like the piles of manure in the farm 

yard back home.  

Yet it didn’t smell of manure. It was worse. The blood smelt sweet but was 

battling against the bitter smell of the gas .  

Dulce et Decorum Est  

BY WILFRED OWEN 

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, 

Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through 

sludge, 

Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs, 

And towards our distant rest began to trudge. 

Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots, 

But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind; 

Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots 

Of gas-shells dropping softly behind. 

 

Gas! GAS! Quick, boys!—An ecstasy of fumbling 

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time, 

But someone still was yelling out and stumbling 

And flound’ring like a man in fire or lime.— 

Dim through the misty panes and thick green light, 

As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 

 

In all my dreams before my helpless sight, 

He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning. 

 

If in some smothering dreams, you too could pace 

Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 

His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin; 

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs, 

Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,— 

My friend, you would not tell with such high zest 

To children ardent for some desperate glory, 

The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est 

Pro pa-

tria mori. 
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MFL: In French, Year 7 pupils were asked 
to teach members of their family about 
the French-speaking world. They had to 
produce a presentation to teach their 
students, make a quiz to test them and 
mark their students' work. It is great to 
see that parents and siblings got involved 
in the task. Erin Godwin said that her stu-
dents were focused and she was pleased 
with their marks. Millie Rose added that 
her mum and dad were good students 
too. Mrs Paton and Mrs Scott were really 
pleased with the effort pupils put in. 
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MFL: In French, Year 7 pupils were asked to teach members of their family about the French-
speaking world. They had to produce a presentation to teach their students, make a quiz to 
test them and mark their students' work. Harry and Emily have really got intro the part: jobs 
at St Joseph’s await! 
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 Well done to Ella Henry Brock, who was Highly Commended in the ISA Memorial Prize 2020 and came in to school to collect her certificate from Mr 
Scott this week. Out of hundreds of pupils nominated by their schools for outstanding involvement in—and service to—wider aspects of school and 
community life, in conjunction with achieving academic excellence in GCSE results. Ella was in the top four nationally, and was the only female pupil 
and the only  one from a non-selective school to be recognised. She is now at Exeter College and has assured Mr Scott she will come back and present 
an assembly in the future when such things are possible again. Brilliant work Ella: one of our top choristers, an outstanding track athlete, surf life sav-
ing competitor supreme and our highest performing pupil in the summer’s GCSEs. We are very proud indeed to have taught you. 
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Year 9 Cultural Awareness have been researching how people celebrate Valentine's Day in the 
country their magazine is about. Many countries in the world have similar celebrations to use 
in England, but some have more unusual ones.  

Here are some pages from China, Elizabeth, Lila, Finnan, Martha and Kelly  
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Mrs Green: Year 8 have been making collages in the 
style of Ed Kluz. Such a range of landscape ideas. Well 
done year 8 lovely work  
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And Finally... 


