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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 20 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

We made it! While I am keen not to get too excited—I’m very excited about Monday. Not the testing bit, but the 

back to school for all Seniors and staff bit. The testing will fly by, and after that we can concentrate on working with 

the pupils to get them used to being back in school, to see what they need to help them and to working together 

for the rest of term and beyond. 

The children have lived through historic times, and their experience of education, and the world, is unlike anything 

any young people have ever experienced. To be apart yet, online, together, to learn through screens, to be part of 

school and yet disassociated from its rituals and the patterns of school on site is a remarkable thing.  

Even more remarkable is how well they, and you, and staff, have adapted to this and managed the change. It is an 

amazing achievement, and a time we will look back on with a sense of having been part of something quite 

remarkable. We all will have learned things—good and bad—during these extraordinary months, and people will 

have been changed in some subtle ways because of their experiences. 

But, for now, the immediate challenge is getting back and getting on. Time to find items of uniform unworn for 

months, to suddenly realise children have grown out of things as they have an ongoing tendency to do, to get back 

on the bus, back in the classroom, and to get back on with living and rising to the daily challenges school will bring. 

While guidance still changes, we will also get used to more mask wearing in the Senior School where social 

distancing is not easily possible in lessons and around the school, as we are required for the rest of this term. 

We will get used to having school meals again (hurrah!) and seeing friends and colleagues, to after school clubs and 

activities, to being outside as much as weather allows, and to one another. 

We cannot forget, though, that while school is returning, there is some distance still to go in the wider community, 

that lockdown measures still exist, that we must still work together to further suppress infection rates and we must 

still stick to the rules as they apply to daily life. 

To that end, please do ensure that masks are worn when visiting the school, and that social distancing is maintained 

at the school gates. We have come such a long way, and done so together, and I am very appreciative of your 

ongoing efforts to make the school as safe as it can possibly be. 

Lastly, a huge well done to all of you as parents. It is amazing what you have done to support your children through 

this time, and to keep them engaged with our online provision. We have been through parents meetings in Junio0r 

and Senior school, Year 8 Options choices, Year 6 into 7 transition meetings and so much more besides, and done 

so together. 

Seldom have our core values of care, compassion and community been more tested, or more true, than in the past 

12 months. Together we have made it, and we come back together stronger than ever, and with a new resilience 

forged in the heat of lockdown. Proper Job St Joseph’s, Proper Job. 

With best wishes, 

Oliver Scott.  
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

  

Monday 8th March, a date that has been etched on my brain since ‘the powers that be’ said it would 

be the day that once more our doors would be open and our empty classrooms would once again 

be full. Now, finally, the day is upon us and I personally will be finding sleep on Sunday night tricky, 

as I am so excited about the return of the wonderful children of St Joseph’s School.  

I must say thank you.  You have been amazing. Without you’re support either as teachers, parents or 

through extended family, this would have a much much tougher job- nigh on impossible. A special 

thank you to the key worker parents who have managed to juggle home learning and their key jobs. 

You have really embraced the spirit of this lock down and been selfless in your actions.  I am so 

proud and honoured to be part of the amazing St Joseph’s family. Everyone has worked together to 

ensure that the children have had the best educational experience they could have these strange 

times.   

The highlight of home learning, for me, has been the amazing way the children have embraced the 

technology and produced some truly outstanding work. The way they have participated in the live 

lessons and class registrations. The way they have volunteered to be part of the class focus in front 

of the whole school and the way they have cheered on their fellows when special mentions and star 

of the week certificates have been awarded. What a group of children. I couldn’t be prouder.  

A quick reminder for the first day back  

 - Winter school uniform is to be worn   

 - Children will need their outdoor school clothes   

 - Children will need a coat and trainers   

 - Books backs need to be come into school (where appropriate)  

 - KS1 will be dropped off and picked up at the Reception classroom gate      

 - KS2 children will enter via the main foyer doors   

We have spent today readying ourselves for Monday. We look to seeing you then and hope you have 

restful weekend.  

  

Best Wishes  

  

Caroline Skerry  

Head of Juniors  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

I hope that pupils have had good fun today with the St Piran activities; thank you to Mrs Skerry for 

compiling many of the activities for all pupils. I hope there are some tasty Cornish treats ready for 

you to try! Today we have spent important time finalising final preparations for our return. All 

staff are feeling confident, determined and excited for Monday.  

We will have testing to complete on Monday morning and staff will be on hand to support all 

pupils. We know that pupils will have mixed feelings and we will do all we can to support them. 

Please also refer to the poster in this newsletter on tips to watch out for with your son/daughter 

as pupils adjust to the return. As always please contact your child's tutor if you have any 

concerns.   

Please do ensure tha6t consent forms are returned to school via email or with your child in the 

morning as this is a big task and will be much harder if we need to chase up forms. 

We believe that children benefit from structure and routine and lessons will commence on 

Monday afternoon once pupils have had time to complete testing, spent time catching up with 

one another, had some fun activities and also PSHE activities. We are very aware that children will 

have had different experiences during lockdown and we will be sensitive and adaptable to needs 

as they become clear. 

 

For all information regarding the return, please refer to my letter and booklet sent to parents on 

Wednesday. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents for their support with our 

Remote Learning this term. Thank you again for all your effort and support. I am extremely proud 

of how all in our community have once again adapted to the circumstances we have been placed 

in. We have all achieved so much and we can now look forward to Spring and Summer with more 

hope of further aspects to ease to more of what we are used to.   

I hope that you have a wonderful weekend.  

With best wishes, 

 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Chemistry: Robert Rosevear, Liam Brent, Leia 

Parkhouse and Megan May for some excel-

lent answers to some Covalent Bonding ques-

tions (Sharing of a pair(s) of electrons be-

tween non-metals).  

MFL: This week, we’d like to nominate some-
one from the Junior School.  Our MFL star is 
Jake Godwin, Year 5, for the fantastic work he 
did in French for world book day. 
English: Tobias Stoppard is English star of the 
week for his work on the poem Exposure. To-
bias created some fantastic photoshopped 
images for our task exploring the meaning 
behind some of the lines and really went the 
extra mile in terms of effort.  

Humanities:  Jocelyn Harris for inquisitive 

thinking. 

RS: James Tippett and Toby Stoppard for ex-

cellent    participation and critical thinking. 

Maths: Oscar Amankwah for his outstanding 
work   during remote learning over the 
last few weeks. 

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: Jamie Walker 

KS2: Freddie McGuire 

KS3: Imogen Edyvean and Luke Medland 

for their fantastic efforts in the boat 

building challenge. 

KS4: All of Yr 11s for per-

severing with online 

learning 

 

Fitness February Results 
 

Week 4 totals: 

Green= 9,171 

Red= 15,854 

Yellow= 18, 467 

Blue = 20,579 

Grand results: 

4th = Green 25,704 (428 hours) 

3rd = Red 26,231 (437 hours) 

2nd = Yellow 37,353 (623 hours) 

1st = Blue 38,879 (648) 

Well done to everyone who has taken 
part! 

"Lord, what fools these mortals 
be!"  

William Shakespeare volunteered 
for a covid Lateral Flow Test in 
Thursday’s assembly for World 
Book Day. Mrs Skerry is seen 
here in her PPE as the Senior 
School learned how the tests 
would be conducted. 

There is nothing to worry about Sen-
iors: as Hamlet says, “"There is noth-
ing either good or bad, but thinking 
makes it so."  
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Happy St Piran’s day all! Well 

done, just a handful of the lovely 

things posted to the Teams page 

today... 
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What amazing 

work by all—

fabulous tasty de-

lights and out-

standing art. Well 

done everyone! 
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Year 1 celebrated 
World Book Day 
with a menu of 
book themed activi-
ties. Here are some 
splendid   examples 
of potatoes dressed 
as characters from 
stories. Great work 
Oscar and Thomas! 

After dissecting 
real daffodils in 
science, Year 1 
made their 
own bunch of 
daffodils for 
someone spe-
cial. Beautiful! 

Year 1 
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This week Year 2 have been making models of a characters from a story and then using 

them to act out and retell events. They have also had a go at creating their own little     

stories, in a comic style.   
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Year 2 have created       

Mondrian style pictures on 

the computer. Well done 

Year 2 you have chosen the 

colours carefully! 
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Year 3 have done 

fantastically as 

they dressed up 

for World Book 

Day 

World Book Day 

may not have 

been quite the 

same as we cele-

brated it from 

home, but what 

great costumes! 
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Rainforest Animals 

This week Year 3 were 

looking at rainforest    ani-

mals. Their task was to 

choose their favourite one 

and then put their artistic 

skills to the test! We think 

they all look amazing! 

Well done Year 3! 
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Argyle Are Back: PAFC Club will 
be up and running for 3 weeks  
Friday 12th, 19th and 26th March. 
Keep an eye out for the sign up 
forms on the Parent Portal. This 
club is suitable for children in    
Reception Class to Year 6 and 
run by the PAFC coaching staff.  
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Ancient Egyptians 

Year 5 have been researching the houses of ordinary Ancient Egyptians and were tasked with creating a 
drawing or model to show what they were like- Mrs Jones has been impressed by the lovely work she 
has been sent.   
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Year 8 English 

In Year 8 English we have continued our focus on 

the poetry of WW1 and have read Wilfred Owen's 

poem 'Exposure' which looks at the battle against 

the elements as much as against the enemy. We 

had a go at writing our own poems using some of 

the elements of the poem such as the weather and 

the use of a  repeated line, refrain, in the poem. 

Will Rosevear's poem below is a great example.  

 

In the trenches we begin to wait  

A single gun is like a two-tonne weight.  
4 of half known faces show their heads.  
Only one doesn’t fall dead.  
Silence is all that is left.  
  
The ice-cold winds start to cut  
we all have a sick feeling in our gut.  
Snow conceals the bodies.   
Layers up disembodied  
Silence is all that is left.  
  
 Ice splinters the roughest of skin  
Leaving scars outside and within  
Blood splatters the nearby dirt  
Missing our homes, we begin to hurt.  
Silence is all that is left.  

As part of the study of the poem, Tobias 

Stoppard created some fantastic       

photoshopped images for the task of 

exploring the meaning behind some of 

the lines. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  16 

 

 

 

"Our Year 8 pupils really got involved in their final online practical Drama 

lesson before coming back in to school next week.  Great work everybody!"  
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. Intermediate Maths Challenge Results 2021 

In February, some of our students from Years 9, 10 and 11 joined schools from across the UK to take part 

in the UKMT Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. We are delighted to hear that 11 of them had been 

awarded certificates for their outstanding results. 

 

Year 9: 

Kelly Lam (Bronze) 

Zack Hopkins (Bronze and Best in Year) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10: 

Florence Scard-Morgan (Bronze) 

Ben Laatz (Bronze) 

Thomas Roddy (Bronze) 

Leia Parkhouse (Bronze and Best in Year) 

Year 11: 

Faren Huckle (Bronze) 

Harry Brown (Bronze) 

Robin Smith (Bronze) 

Alice Amankwah (Silver) 

Diesel Crossley (Silver, Best in Year and 

Best in School) 

Well done to everyone who took part. Certifi-

cates will be given out next week.  
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 Sea Cadet STEM Workshop                                                 

This week, pupils from Year 5, 6 and 7 took part in a sea cadet STEM workshop. 

It was a  virtual session on TEAMS that was  led by an outside agency and supported by school staff; it 

consisted of: 

An introduction to engineering, demonstration of how buoyancy works, and an explanation about 

the boat building challenge the pupils will take part in. 

To complete the challenge, pupils needed 1 x A4 card, a similar size of aluminum foil, scissors, tape, 

some weight to test the vessel (marbles, pebbles, dried pasta etc.). 

Further information can be found out on the MEP Website (Be An Engineer (sea-cadets.org)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Imogen and Luke who both managed to build a boat that held more than 1,200 

grams.   

 

Luke 

Imogen 

https://www.sea-cadets.org/be-an-engineer
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Arwen 

Jude 

Emily 

Amelie 

Thomas 
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Theo 

Archie 

Harry 

Alexie 
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Erin 

Daniel 
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Year 9 History—World War Two 

Mr Duff challenged Year 9, in their history topic on World War Two, to come up with a speech that     
President Roosevelt might make following the attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 in which he 
needed to persuade Congress to declare war.  
 
 

This example from Louisa Smith (right), 

cleverly weaves together the facts with 

some emotive and persuasive language. 

This is Daisy Dougan’s worked speech (above), I 
really like the invoking of God at the end, it feels 
very authentic. 

This effort from Olivia Shute 
(right) suggests a career in 
speech  making 

Well done to you all! 
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 Home schooling…… 
 
Whilst it is so good to have everyone back on 
Monday, this picture of Emily did make us smile! 

Congratulations Lili……. 

School Crossing Patrol 

Our local crossing patrol coordinator has 

informed us that there will be no School 

Crossing Patrol at the Roundhouse 

(Newport) until after the Easter holidays. 

 

 

Well done to Lili who competed 

in the North Cornwall Dance 

Festival. 

Here is a picture of her with her 

amazing haul of medals. 

What an achievement—we’re 

so proud of you Lili! 
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Masked Readers……… 

We have heard a number of stories from our Masked 

Readers this week…….can you guess who they are? 

 

 

If you want to hear from of the stories again, they can be found at the following links: 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/WSiDJfA5ypg 

https://youtu.be/3Oxx3qUWm7c 

https://youtu.be/O7UkSThkeVU  

 
https://youtu.be/MvGaXZ16PdY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH7BQNQs-
UQ&feature=youtu.be 

https://youtu.be/G0wgklFqJ94 

https://youtu.be/86YARNEwphU 

https://youtu.be/KJO8cQmzoGc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aP4jwoKyWPU 

https://youtu.be/Zp5IsCbLhpc 

https://youtu.be/YclZGz6feBM  

https://youtu.be/WSiDJfA5ypg
https://youtu.be/3Oxx3qUWm7c
https://youtu.be/O7UkSThkeVU
https://youtu.be/MvGaXZ16PdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH7BQNQs-UQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH7BQNQs-UQ&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/G0wgklFqJ94
https://youtu.be/86YARNEwphU
https://youtu.be/KJO8cQmzoGc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP4jwoKyWPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aP4jwoKyWPU
https://youtu.be/Zp5IsCbLhpc
https://youtu.be/YclZGz6feBM
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Enjoying St Piran's Day……(Gool Peran) 

 

Well done to Junior School pupil Bodieve who has been getting into the spirit and created the 

Cornish Flag with seaweed and stones she found on the beach. 
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Ready Steady, BAKE: we have been asked to let you know of this exciting opportunity for 

anyone with a skill for a sponge or an eye for an éclair—the heat is on. 


