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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 22 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Thoughts this week are a little different, as I have not been in school a great deal, as I have rather frustratingly 

been ill (not Covid related I hasten to add). Despite this, given where we live, this has meant that even when 

away from my office there is still a very real sense of the life of the school that is, quite literally, all around.   

Quite apart from this, seeing a Year 1 Luke Skywalker, a Year Three mini version of Madame Scott and a Year 5 

doctor (complete with NHS Hero handmade ID badge) set off to school this morning meant there was no way I 

could miss all that is going on at school.  

One thing that has continued to impress us all, even before my abrupt Tuesday departure, is the amazing 

maturity and sense of calm shown by our Senior School pupils in all three of the COVID tests we have completed 

on site. I am pleased to say that our final test in school took place on Tuesday this week and with everyone 

testing negative, it brings a real sense of security within the school community. Home testing kits have now gone 

to all our Senior pupils, and they were all given an opportunity to ask questions and see how the test should be 

done, when attending their final school test. Thank you to all those who helped the children with this – their calm 

reassurance was so good for pupils from Year 7 to 11.  

I appreciate the extra pressure on you that the home testing brings: please be assured that we are still here to 

help and answer any questions you may have.  

With the euphoria of the first week being completed, the sense of normality has begun to creep in this week and 

we are seeing some very tired individuals around. This is not surprising, and we will continue to support everyone 

the best way we can in the transition back to school life. I am still amazed at the resilience of our children and it is 

so lovely to see them all back in with smiling faces and to hear the sound of laughter and play that our building is 

full of again.  

As I write, Red Nose Day events are going on and it is doubtless great fun and I look forward to seeing the 

completed newsletter and the pictures of the costumes children have chosen. Thank you for helping with these – 

we do appreciate the work that goes on at home to create these, particularly for Junior School parents. Thank 

you to our lovely Charity Prefects for organising the event, to Mary Dowling and Joe Nash for Monday’s Senior 

school assembly on the topic and to you as parents for supporting the day, which is even more worthwhile given 

the current pandemic.   

Next week is the final week before we break for Easter and although we have only just come back, I am sure the 

break will allow us all to reset and start the summer term in as normal a way as possible. We will keep you up to 

date with any and all changes to guidance between now and then.  

Finally, I just wanted to say how amazing you have all been in supporting the school and allowing us the privilege 

of teaching your children in these times. Without exception, the pupils have been brilliant on their return and 

their resilience is astounding. Have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing everyone back next week.  

 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

It has been another fantastic week in school! Students have been working hard and 
working so well together. I have witnessed some excellent work from students in an 
array of subjects; it has been really rewarding to see them carrying out so many different 
activities.  

Friday has completed the week well with some brilliant costumes to be seen for Comic 
Relief Day. We have had a great day raising money for a worthwhile charity. Thank you to 
Mrs Paton for organising Comic Relief Day. Watching Billy Monger on Thursday evening 
and his efforts for Comic Relief was very inspirational and is a perfect role model to all, 
showing true resilience and an example that anybody can overcome adversity when they 
put their mind to it. A good reminder that our students have also overcome adversity in 
the past year, albeit in a different form. 

We have Year 9 parents evening remotely next Thursday 25th March (please see my 
separate letter for booking appointments). Apologies for the technical error with booking 
that should now be corrected. Year 11 full reports and Year 7 to 10 grade Cards will be 
sent out next Friday 26th March. 

Further to my letter regarding 'home test kits', pupils should continue to test over the 
Easter holidays. We will be providing pupils with further test kits when our delivery 
arrives next week. 

I hope you have a pleasant weekend. 

 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of 

adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.” — Anne Bradstreet  
 
The children have all settled so well back into school and I have had the absolute pleasure of seeing 
Year 6 working with the 24-hour clock, Year 5 producing pieces of art based on Charlie Mackesy’s 
inspirational book ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ and Year 1 creating sunflowers in homage 
to Vincent Van Gough.  
 
Next Wednesday, we will be going for a walk across the Cornwall Wildlife Site Survey farmland adjacent 
to school. As it is now spring, I’m sure we will discover some fascinating flora and fauna on our 
walk.   The children will need their outdoor clothing – waterproof trousers, wellington boots and a 
waterproof coat for the expedition.  Unfortunately, we will be unable to take any children who do not 
have the appropriate clothing. 
 
We are living in a digital world and I am aware that many children are using online platforms at home. 
Whilst these can be very entertaining and a great way of socialising, they do need to come with a 
‘health warning’. Many sites have age restrictions and for good reason. Do try to give your children 
‘down time’ away from social media. Our children’s safety is paramount to everyone, teachers, and 
parents alike. With this in mind, PC Stoppard, an expert in online safety has agreed to hold a Teams 
meeting to discuss the dangers our children may face online and how to avoid them. I urge you to 
attend this meeting. Details follow further on in the newsletter.    
  
Junior school report cards will be available on Thursday. These will have an effort grade for all subjects 
and an attainment grade for reading, writing and mathematics. At this point in every academic year, a 
high percentage of the children in each year group will be ‘emerging’ for these subjects. This is due to 
the high expectations of our curriculum and as is always the case at this time, we have not yet covered 
all areas of our yearly curriculum. If you have any queries, regarding your child’s report card, please do 
contact their class teacher.  

 
On Thursday, all the classes will be involved in making campfires. Last term we toasted marshmallows 
and this term we will be cooking dampers, making butter, and discussing fire safety in the outdoor 
area.   Again, outdoor clothing will be required.   
  
I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  
  
Best Wishes  

  
Caroline  
 

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

English: Megan May. Consistently going above and beyond in 

her study and revision of poetry.  

Chemistry:  Chemistry Star of the Week Martha Weymouth for 
being really supportive and doing some great explanations to 
another student regarding how to 'Write Chemical Formulae 
with Compound Ions.' Not an easy thing to do. Well done     
Martha! 

PE: Daisy Rea, Issy Cox and Libby Davey volunteered to lead 
some games in PE this week and were amazing. Showed great 
confidence and leadership skills.  

Humanities: Millie Rose, always hard working and smiley in 
class.  Sam Curtis, working very hard and showing great focus. 

Sarah Morcom and Tabatha Thomas following a timed essay 
have both gone up a full level in History. 

Erin Callaghan spot on effort following lock down. 

MFL: In Juniors Isla Ramsden (yr4) did some lovely work using 
compass points in French. In Seniors Erin Callaghan (Yr10) has 
been making a good, positive effort on her German over the 
past two weeks.  

KS Stars of the Week 

KS1: George Verity 

KS2: Logan Perry 

KS3: Marlon Bhatti and 

Daniel Mehan 

KS4: Charity Prefects for 

their amazing efforts in   

organising Red 

Nose Day this 

week. 

School Library Books 

Can we please ask that you have a look at home for 

any school library books that should be returned. A 

number of books have left the library and have not 

been signed out.  Any books can be returned to Mrs 

Warren in the library. 

Many thanks. 

 

School pick up after prep….. 

If you are picking your child up after 4pm from 

after-school  prep or club, can we please ask 

that you let Reception know when you arrive.  

The staff there can then 

let your child know you 

are waiting. 

Many thanks. 

Keeping children safe online 

Be internet awesome and find new ways to encourage digital safety and citizenship- 

anon. 

On Tuesday 23rd March at 2pm, we are hosting a Teams meeting for all parents from 

Reception to Year 11 to discuss how to keep children safe online. This meeting is for the 

parents and carers of the children in our school.  

It will outline the potential dangers children may be exposed to through using social 

media and on-line gaming platforms. There will be advice on how to ensure your children 

stay safe online and a Q & A session.  The meeting will last approximately 45 minutes.  

To sign up for this meeting, please email caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk. You 
will be sent an invitation via your email for the Teams meeting. 

mailto:caroline.skerry@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Year 7 English 

Year 7 have been busy  
filming their version of 
The Pied Piper working 
with key quotes. We 
raided the   fancy dress 
cupboard to ensure we 
were semi     authentic 
rats and the Hamelin 
townsfolk were marked 
out by their        coloured 
wigs. Well done to our Pied Piper   Harry, Mayor Thomas and ‘little lame boy’ Sam. Great work Year 7. 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 enjoyed time with their friends in our outdoor school lesson and used the outdoor school room to cre-
ate collages of the photos they took of the signs of spring.  Their amazing work can be seen on the next page. 

Year 11 Photography 

 Daisy and Alice taking 

advantage of Red Nose Day 

mufti and modelling in their 

teacher suits for their 

photography final pieces.   
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Year 3 

Year 3 made different 3-D shapes such as cubes, cuboids, square-based pyramids and prisms using spaghetti and 

marshmallows. Some of us got in quite a sticky mess! 

We then had a challenge to try and 

create the tallest structure that 

would be strong enough to hold a 

pen. We worked as a team to try 

and achieve this. 
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Year 5 PSHEE 

Year 5 have been looking at emotional resili-
ence in PSHEE and exploring the words of 
Charlie Mackesy in The Boy, the Mole, the Fox 
and the Horse.  

 

They have produced some beautiful art work to accom-
pany the inspiring words.  
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Year 10 Chemistry 

'Year 10 are currently studying Metallic Bonding. This is the      

bonding within metals and atoms are arranged layer upon layer 

forming a regular pattern. We tried to simulate this idea in the lab 

using soap solution and a tube attached to the gas tap. Turning the 

gas tap releases the gas which is then blown into the soap solution 

to try and create a 

'regular pattern of       

atoms.' The odd slightly 

larger atom would      

represent how the at-

oms in an alloy would 

look creating different      

properties.  
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Reception Class News….. 

The reception class have continued thinking about growth and change 

by focusing on mini beasts this week. They cared for the class caterpil-

lars, watched them growing and learned all about their lifecycles. They 

had fun taking one of Mrs Hamptons beehives to pieces to have a look 

at the inside of a bee's home. The children were also fantastic gentle 

giants, treating our new worms 

with tender loving care as they set 

up the new class wormery.    
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This year, it was quite ironic that I ended up in charge of Comic Relief. It is well-known 

that the French haven’t really got a such of humour… We asked pupils to dress up as 

superheroes or to come as a teacher, and I have to say that some did not disappoint. 

For example, Amelie Crowder was superb as Mrs Green, she even brought a frame to 

represent the Photography subject. Harry Crawford was a stylish Mr Duff with the fa-

mous waistcoat. The Teachers were the ones who made the best effort though (see 

photos).   

Joe Nash was disappointed that students did not prepare jokes for him, but Mr Duff 

did make him laugh with some “why did the chicken cross the road” jokes. Mrs Budd 

also shared a joke that made me laugh: “What do you call a duck wearing a shell suit? 

… an egg!”. How appropriate so close to Easter!  

At the time of writing, the relay races haven’t taken place yet. Mr Knight has told me 

that he thinks that people with a runny nose will be at an unfair advantage though… 

Haha! Photos and results will be published in next week’s newsletter.   

I am really pleased with the amount of money raised so far (£450) for this great      

charity.  

Well done everybody for taking part!  

Mrs Paton. 
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 Who came dressed as a teacher……... 

Mary as Mrs Green 

Lowenna as Mrs Hudson 

Layla as Mrs Skerry 

Logan and Edward as Mr McGrath 


