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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 24 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

The sun is shining, the children are happy and we are back on site, all together, for the start of our 

summer term 2021! 12 months ago things were very different indeed, and even just in January 2021 we 

were again gearing up for online learning, so it feels great to have everyone back together again, and 

there has been a huge amount crammed into  this first week. 

It has been very positive to have a greater feeling of normality, and to have been able to have the slow 

easing of lockdown continue. Having had my first vaccination this week I was so impressed with 

everything that all those involved in the vaccination rollout have achieved. While the efficiency of all at 

the Royal Cornwall Showground in getting us through with care, calm and consideration was to be 

commended, it was very odd to be at the home of the RCS and know we would not be back in June for 

the show itself. 

This was a reminder of the reality that although significant gains have been made, we must still do all 

we can to keep doing the right thing—both in school and the wider community. I am just very thankful 

the weather has been lovely so we could meet another family in the garden or outside in recent weeks, 

and with Spring gathering pace there is a great deal to be thankful for as we come to the end of Friday. 

Looking forward, we are working hard to ensure we have everything fully in place for the GCSE Teacher 

Assessed Grades for year 11, and my hat is off to the young people in Year 11 and how they have coped 

with the pressures this uncertainty has caused. They are a remarkable group, and we are very proud 

indeed of all they have achieved, and that they will go on to achieve. 

Next week will see us shortlisting for the DT, Librarian and Head of Music positions. We have had some 

very positive meetings with prospective candidates, and I look forward to letting all parents and pupils 

know who is successful when we are clear on this.  

In addition, this week we received the sad news that Miss McLean is to leave St Joseph’s after a very 

successful 5 years in the Senior School Maths Department. We will be advertising for this position from 

today. We shall be spreading the net widely, including in the TES to fill this key position and our best 

wishes will be with Miss McLean when she leaves in July. 

I do understand that whenever staff leave it is disappointing for pupils, but this of course is the nature 

of any school or place of employment and we wish staff well in retirement or with their future careers.  

And so to the weekend! I hope everyone enjoys some spring sunshine and family time after a very good 
first week back. 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

It has been a fantastic start to the Summer term! It is always a very busy term but a very 
exciting one with many aspects to look forward to. The weather has been very kind and 
is helping with a very positive start to term. With the excellent forecast with weather, we 
are really looking forward to holding our Commendation assembly this Monday outside 
on the astro turf. This will be the first time that we could have all the Seniors together in 
person (socially distanced) rather than assemblies via Teams.  

 

I hope that you had a wonderful Easter, particularly with many restrictions being lifted. 
Thank you to so much to all parents who have been emailing the results of your son's/
daughter's lateral flow Covid-19 test throughout Easter; please can you continue to do 
so. The Prime Minister has said: “I want to thank everybody for continuing to follow the 
guidance, and to thank parents and families for the incredible work you’re doing to help 
test pupils through the Easter holidays and to encourage you to keep testing them twice 
a week as schools return.” The limitations on what we can do are decreasing in school 
and we are really enthused by the gradual return to normality. 

 

Next week Year 10 have their PSHE day; we have our School photos on Wednesday, 
please refer to the letter that went out regarding the correct uniform for students to 
wear. On Thursday KS3 will have important online talks from PC Stoppard.   

 

We are continuing our focus with 'Ready to Learn' in school and we are increasingly 
seeing students without the correct equipment for lessons. This has an impact and 
students are required to have these items. All stationary from rulers to highlighters can 
be purchased from the school office. Please could you help your son/daughter to ensure 
they have these items to help them in school. 

 

I hope that you have a great weekend. 

 

Sam Matthews 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

What a lovely start to the summer term we have had this week. The children have 
settled back into school seamlessly and there is a feeling of ‘normality’ in the air.   

The weather has been glorious and looks like it is ‘set fair’ for a while to come. Please 
can children bring in a hat as an extra to their outdoor school equipment of wellies, 
waterproof coat and trousers. When necessary, sun cream should be applied in the 
morning before school.  KS2 children can also bring sun cream into school for self-
application. Please also remember that your child needs a water bottle in school every 
day.  

Summer uniform is now to be worn. I believe the weather knew this was the case.   

There are class photographs on Wednesday. Children in KS2 need to come to school in 
school uniform, bring their PE kit into school with them and change for games later in 
the day.   

After the more relaxed approach last term, there is now an expectation for all children to 
be doing the homework set by their teachers, each evening.  

We are finding some children are struggling to eat their lunch, as they have overindulged 
at playtime. Can I please ask that children only bring in one snack for morning break and 
if necessary one for prep play. I have spoken to the kitchen staff and same will apply in 
the tuck shop.   

I hope you all have a lovely weekend and the opportunity to enjoy this beautiful 
weather  

 

Best Wishes  

 

Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors  
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Subject Wonders of the Week…… 

Maths: Leia Parkhouse and Abby 

Potts for outstanding work on al-

gebraic fractions. 

MFL: Daniella Stevens for her ex-

cellent performance in her Spanish 

speaking task and Amelie Crowder, 

Theo Felcey and Harry Crawford 

for their creative work in French. 

 

KS Stars of the 

Week 

KS1: Scarlet-Mae 

Ditchman 

KS2: Tegan Perry 

KS3: Jocelyn Harris 

KS4: Will 

Harris 
Hot Cross Buns 

We shared some recipes with our German partner school 
before the holidays. They have sent us some pictures of 
their hot cross buns that they baked during the holidays - 
we think they look delicious! 

 

Our very own talented Mr Knight……... 

For any children who love to read about mysteries, 

our own Physics teacher, Mr Knight, has written a 

book that will definitely be of interest. 

The link below will take you to Amazon where       

further details can be found about the book . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mystery of the Wailing Woods: An Allegheny 
National Forest Adventure: Klein, Diane, Knight, 
Tim, Klein, Korie: 9780578828404: Amazon.com: 
Books 

https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Wailing-Woods-Allegheny-Adventure/dp/0578828405#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Wailing-Woods-Allegheny-Adventure/dp/0578828405#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Wailing-Woods-Allegheny-Adventure/dp/0578828405#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Mystery-Wailing-Woods-Allegheny-Adventure/dp/0578828405#customerReviews
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Summer Uniform 

Reception to Year 2 

Year 3 to Year 6 

 

Year 7 to Year 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These items can only be purchased from the school uniform shop or thrift shop if available.  Any        
questions regarding School uniform please contact Lindsay Barton on uniform@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 
For any thrift shop enquiries please contact thrift@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

 

 

Girls Summer Uniform 
  
Striped Cotton Summer Dress* 
Navy V-Neck Jumper with Logo* 
Flannel Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class) 
Short White socks 
Black Shoes 
  
  
  

Boys Summer Uniform 
  
Blue Polo Shirt with Logo* 
Navy  V-Neck Jumper with Logo* 
Flannel Blazer with Logo* (optional in Reception class) 
Grey Shorts / Grey Trousers 
Grey Socks 
Black Shoes   
  

Girls Summer Uniform 
  
Blue Short Sleeve Blouse, twin pack* 
Blue Tartan Kilt* 
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo* 
Short White socks 
Polishable Black Shoes 
Flannel Blazer with Logo* 
Water Bottle 
  

Boys Summer Uniform 
  
Blue Short Sleeve Shirt, twin pack* 
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo* 
School Tie 
Grey Trousers / Grey Shorts 
Grey Socks 
Polishable Black Shoes  
Flannel Blazer with Logo* 
Water Bottle 

Girls Summer Uniform 
  
 ¾ Length Blue Fitted Blouse twin pack*  
Blue Tartan Kilt (Yr 10/11 Straight Skirt if desired)* S 
KIRTS MUST BE KNEE-LENGTH.  
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*  
Black or Neutral tights / Short Black Socks  
SENIOR Blazer with Logo*  
Polishable Black School Shoes (Strictly no canvas/trainers) 
Water Bottle  

Boys Summer Uniform 
  
Short Sleeve Blue Shirt  
Blue V-Neck Jumper with Logo*  
Grey Trousers  
School Tie  
Grey Socks  
SENIOR Blazer with Logo*  
Polishable Black School Shoes (Strictly no canvas/
trainers) Water Bottle  

mailto:uniform@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:thrift@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Year 10 English 

 

Year 10 English Literature kicked off with a 

poetry premier league competition.      

Students championed a poem from the 

anthology and poems were voted out of 

the league as we progressed through to 

the final.  

The overall winner was the poem 
Tissue. 
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Plymouth Argyle Roadshow Event—Monday 3rd May 

 

Through Easter half term Argyle Community Trust saw nearly 150 participants take part in some football 
with here in Launceston, & they have asked if we can help announce a Roadshow coming to the area this 
May Bank Holiday.  

 

St Joseph's School, Launceston. 

Monday 3rd May 2021. 

Mini Pilgrims Football Roadshow. 

09:00 - 12:00. 

Ages 4 - 6. 

Snack + Drink required. 

 

Mini Pilgrims is a morning only option for children aged 4-6 years old at one of our roadshow venues, 
these will be run separately to our main roadshows & instead will cater to the needs of our Mini Pilgrims. 
This is perfect for parents who feel their child might want to "try" our roadshow for half a day before po-
tentially booking them onto a full day at a future date. 

 

If this is something in which would interest you & your child, please follow the link below to secure their 
place & use discount code EARLYBIRD4 to save £4, meaning this fantastic morning of football would only 
cost £2, this discount code expires on Friday 23rd April! 

 

https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/in-north-devon-east-cornwall/ 

 

 

History Club 

The History club is back in action with 
Rosie, Freya, Jocelyn, Bella and Eve 
showing the history themed jigsaw 
they have completed. 
 

https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/in-north-devon-east-cornwall/
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Year 7 History 

 
 
Year 7 back in history these photos show 
year 7 students, Marlon, Eve and Daniel 
demonstrating how they would attack Mr 
Duff’s castle as part of the Middle Ages 
unit. 
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COVID Information and survey request 

The school receives daily e mails from 

the GOV.UK COVID organisation with any 

updates or information that is relevant to 

education.  On Monday this week, we  

received details about a national survey entitles “The Big Ask” - more information can be 

found below: 

 

 

National survey of children, The Big Ask, launches today 

The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has today launched The 

Big Ask – the largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out 

children’s concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we can put children at the heart of 

our country’s recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

All schools are encouraged to support their pupils to complete this survey. A range of teaching 
resources have also been produced, including lesson plans and activity packs, to help teachers 
incorporate this into their lessons.  

Parents, care leavers and those working with children are also invited to complete the adult    

survey to share their views about the future for children and young people today, and what they 

think is holding young people back. 

The results from this survey will help the 

Children’s Commissioner identify the   

barriers preventing children from reaching 

their potential, put forward solutions and 

set ambitious goals for the country to 

achieve. 

School Library Books 

Can we please ask that you have a look at home for 

any school library books that should be returned. A 

number of books have left the library and have not 

been signed out.  Any books can be returned to Mrs 

Warren in the library. 

Many thanks. 

 

School pick up after prep….. 

If you are picking your child up after 4pm from 

after-school  prep or club, can we please ask 

that you let Reception know when you arrive.  

The staff there can then 

let your child know you 

are waiting. 

Many thanks. 

http://thebigask.uk/
http://thebigask.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/resources/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/resources/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
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Year 7 French 

 

 

 

These are examples of work completed by our MFL Wonders of the Week this week.  It 

was a challenge set over the holidays for them to make a French clock being as “creative” 

as possible. 

We think they have all done a fantastic job.  Well done!!!! 
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KS1 Craft Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week craft club learned a new drawing game - secret portraits. Lots of giggling when we eventually saw what our partner 
had drawn! 

Year 2 Planting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 planted out their beans in a bag into pots. They chose suitable size pots, carefully moved their runner beans 

from the bag to the pot and some even found some sticks to tie their tall beans to. We are going to put them in the 

classroom so we can keep them watered and watch them . 
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London Marathon 

This October Mr Brown is running the London Marathon! After the 
world famous event was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid, 2021 is         
expected to be the biggest race in the history of the marathon with 
50,000 runners, and Mr Brown is going all out to w̶i̶n̶ complete it!      
Below, Mr Brown answers a few questions about his challenge,          
including information on the charity he is running for! 

When is the race and how far is it? 

The race is 26.2 miles long and is on Sunday 3rd October – so a little over 
6 months away! 

Why are you doing it and have you completed a marathon before?  

I’ve run the Plymouth half marathon but I’ve not run at an official     
Marathon event! During lockdown last summer, like most people, I did a 
lot of running and the distances gradually increased as there was    
nothing else to do. This led to me organising an informal charity run, 
which consisted of 31 laps around a one-mile lake! It took me 5 and a 
half hours and I raised £1500 for a Cornish charity called the          
Dreadnought Centre. That gave me the confidence to apply for London 
this year. I think the London Marathon is probably something on most 
people’s bucket list and the physical and mental challenge is always 
something I’ve felt inspired by. 

What does the training consist of? 

Believe it or not, running! Come the July/August I’ll probably be doing one long run a week, increasing it 
slightly each time. The runs will increase to about 22 miles in training and I will probably aim to do this       
distance 3 weeks or so before the event itself and then ease down slightly. I’ll mix this up with some shorter 
runs during the week and a short recovery run the day after the long one. As well as the running I’ll be    
training my body to take on the correct food before and during these runs, as believe it or not you actually 
have to eat quite a bit during the long runs to fuel your body and keep your energy up! 

How long will it take? 

I’m not really setting a target time, I want to enjoy it and enjoy the training but I imagine it will probably be 
about 4 to 4 and a half hours.  

That’s a long time running, what’s on your playlist when running for so long? 

Well, I actually tend to listen to podcasts more when running, I find it goes much quicker. In the event itself I 
won’t listen to anything because the atmosphere will be so important and I don’t want to miss any of the   
famous sights, but I will definitely be using headphones during training! 

What charity are you running for? 

I’m running for Whizz Kidz – which is a fantastic children’s charity. My target is £2000 which is going to take a 
lot of hard work! I’ll be organising a few charity events at school in the upcoming months to try and help! You 
can follow the QR code below to donate on my fundraising page! 

 

Where is the link for your fundraising page? 

Follow the QR code below which will take 
you straight to Mr Brown’s fundraising 
page! 
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Earth Day 2021 

22nd April is Earth Day  

Year 5 have been discussing the theme of this year Restore Our Earth and what we 

can do to undo the damage we have done to our planet - they have put some    

ideas onto posters.  #EarthDay2021 #restoreourearth   
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Year 9 English 

 
 
Year 9 have been learning to write a persuasive         
argument in English. In groups they have been          
allocated a type of biscuit; custard cream, hobnob, 
chocolate digestive, bourbon or Oreo and have had to 
write a speech arguing their biscuit is the best. Whilst 
the focus has been on using specific devices there does 
seem to have been a fair amount of snacking as well! 
In class The custard cream has been described as a 
‘balance of simplicity and complexity of decoration’ a 
true ‘delicious delight’ whilst a digestive packs a punch 
with ‘56 million packs sold every year’. 
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St Joseph’s Community Blankets 

 

Year 7 have been working hard this week on their Community Blankets project: well done Mrs Grigg and Year 7—

this looks amazing! 
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