
St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  1 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 28 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

As the rain continues to fall, we find ourselves just a week away from Half Term and with an extremely busy 

week behind us. As you will see on the following pages, this week has been hugely exciting for the Junior School, 

but for Seniors it has been a bit different. They have been spending time in exam rooms rather than out and 

about, but have all done themselves extremely proud in the process. 

This does mean the pages of the Newsletter are dominated by Junior school activities. This is because there are 

very few ways to make the experience of sitting in an exam into a phot opportunity, and even less ways to justify 

making what for many children is a stressful experience even more so by pointing a lens at them as they try to 

remember scientific formulae, a monologue from Macbeth or the details of the Battle of Hastings. 

The purpose of the exam week this year is in some ways less about outcomes, and more about process. It is 

about returning to the normality of the rhythms of a school year, and preparing the children for the GCSE exams 

they will take at the end of their St Joseph's journeys, as we very much hope the cohorts of 2019/20 and 

2020/21 are the last affected by cancelled exam seasons and confusion as to how their final grades will be 

awarded. 

While there has been—rightly I believe—much debate as to the best way to award grades in future years, the 

current situation has thrown our teacher’s professionalism, adaptability and determination to get the best 

possible outcomes for the children into stark relief. More than this, it has shown the remarkable resilience of the 

children as something of which they should all be very proud indeed. Our job as teachers is very rewarding when 

we can see the good humour and positivity with which Year 11 have faced their own particular travails, and their 

example is one that the rest of the school can look up to. 

This approach is also replicated across the school, and the amazing good humour and fun your children provide 

on a daily basis are things that ensure every day is a new experience, and that amongst the countless 

interactions I have on a daily basis  there are so many that bring great pleasure, and remind me what a fortunate 

position it is being Headteacher here. Whether it was Year 1 and their illustrations from Charles Causley's 

poetry, the happy sound of upper Juniors coming back from the swimming pool, seeing Year 3 and their Viking 

project work, Year 2 waving as I go to the Bursar’s office, our muddy walk with year 5 and 4 or the many chats 

with Senior School pupils over the past week, there are so many reasons to be proud of the school. 

There are, inevitably, difficult moments also, but approaching them intending to do ones best, and to do so in 

the best interests of the whole school community, is all we can do. This holds true whether you are a pupil, a 

headteacher, a parent, a volunteer or any other member of the community.  

We must always try all we can: we can reach high, and try to be all we can. In an imagined conversation with 

two very different characters, even as Dali advised to ““Have no fear of perfection - you'll never reach it.” Robert 

Browning can reply with his line from Andrea dal Sarto  , “Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, Or 

what's a heaven for.” Have a good weekend, 

With best wishes, Mr Scott 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  2 

 

Dear Senior School parents, 

 

I am sure that you will, however, please do praise your son/daughter for completing what is always a challenging 
exam week, and for doing so well. I have been so impressed with the way pupils have applied themselves this 
week. They have revised well in private study, worked well together and have completed the exams to the best of 
their ability. Well done to all Year 7 to 10! I would also like to say a huge well done to Year 11 for completing their 
assessment today. They have worked very hard to achieve the best they can, and I have full praise for the way they 
have conducted themselves with these assessments. 

Next week Mr Brown and I look forward to taking most of Year 9 on their Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition; 
they have worked very hard in their spare time to complete all the necessary requirements including their route 
plans. I hope that the weather improves though! 

I hope you have a restful weekend. 

Sam Matthews 
 
Deputy Head of School 

 

Dear Junior School Parents,   

Even when you're feeling warm, the temperature could drop away, like four seasons in one day - Crowded 
house.  
 
Certainly, apt lyrics considering the ‘weathers’ we have had this week. On Monday all the children went out to play 
in their wet weather gear and there were regular extraordinarily heavy downpours throughout the 
day and then on Wednesday the Reception class came out for play wearing sun hats. No wonder the 
British are obsessed with the weather.  
The muddy walk was very muddy, rainy, windy and on one miraculous occasion sunny, although not for very long. 
We all had a lovely time walking across the fields at Newchurches and thanks to the cattle whose home it 
is, traversed some very muddy areas. We almost lost one of our TAs in a bog but thankfully Mrs Ashton Smith 
survived the ordeal and made it back to terra firma.  
Next week, KS2 will all be visiting Roadford Lake: Years 3 and 4 on Monday and Years 5 and 6 on Thursday and 
Friday. They will be taking part a selection of outdoor activities. The kit list has been sent out to all those who are 
going. It will be tremendous fun and certainly challenge the children. A challenge I know they will all 
be prepared to accept. Year 3 and 4 will be swimming for the full hour on Friday, whilst Year 5and 6 children are 
away.  
There is an opportunity for Year 2 upward to meet a real bona fide engineer next Tuesday, as part of the Year 2 
and 4 Hitachi Rail project. He will be talking to the children about engineering and women in STEM. This will 
be really exciting opportunity for the children to find about how they can use their science learning in the real 
world.  
KS1 sports day in on Thursday. This will be taking place on the AstroTurf on Thursday 27th May from 2pm. Parents 
are welcome to attend, and tea and coffee will be available for parents after the event. Pupils will be taken back up 
to classrooms at the end, following which parents can collect the children from the Reception & Year 1 garden 
gate. For parents unable to attend, prep and buses will run as normal.  
I hope you all have lovely weekend  

Have a lovely weekend  
 
Caroline Skerry 

Head of Juniors 
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Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

MFL: Toby Stoppard in Year 8, for his entertaining answers in his 
speaking and writing exams, and all of Year 5 for throwing them-
selves so enthusiastically into their French cafe role plays - there 
are definitely some budding comedians in there! 

History: Cake bakers of history club especially Evie Mogford for 
their interpretation of a trench for the virtual history museum  

History Year 9 historians, awesome display of knowledge on the 
early part of the Cold War in the course of an excellent set of an-
swers on the recent GCSE exam paper 

History Faultless performance by Ella in her year 8 History exam 
and by Harry in his year 7 exam 

English: George 'Dundonian' Dundon. A great exam week. Had a 
really good few weeks - working hard and working independently. 

Maths: All senior school students who have been fantastic on 
their approach to their maths exams this week. Well done every-
one! 

MFL: Toby Stoppard in Year 8, for his entertaining answers in his 
speaking and writing exams, and all of Year 5 for throwing them-
selves so enthusiastically into their French cafe role plays - there 
are definitely some budding comedians in there!  

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

KS1:Tobias Jones 

KS2: John Hosking  

KS3: Year 7 for their fan-
tastic approach to their 
first full exam week 

KS4: Robert Rosevear 

  

Year 1 Topic—a Hard Day’s Knight! 

As part of our topic on castles, year 1 have researched, designed and made their own coats of arms to decorate a 

knight’s shield. The children thought carefully about the symbols and pictures that would best represent them.  

Great work Year 1—these look amazing and such great detail! 
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Cornwall Skills Rugby Programme 

Year 1 trip 

 

 

Year 9 students Eddie Cartwright, Ben Hodgson and Zack Hopkins have been attending the U14 Cornwall 
Skills Rugby Programme at Callywith College on a Monday evening. This has been a 5 week programme in 
April/May which will culminate in a festival with other rugby centres in June. The boys have been working 
on specific rugby skills, support play etc and putting these into the game situation. As parents it has been 
lovely to see the boys interacting so well with players from other clubs.  

A trip to Launceston Castle was much enjoyed by the Year 1 and Reception classes this week. We explored 

the different parts of the castle, took photos and made sketches. We all enjoyed a snack in the sunshine and 

finished with a song...”There was a Princess Long Ago”. How wonderful to be out and about together again!  
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Castle Trip Continued…..Reception 
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Reception Class 

 

Drawing Dragons…….. 

 

 

Making the most of the sunshine and taking our maths outside! Excellent work on numbers Reception class—even though 
the rain has now washed it all  away! 

 

An artist in residence in Year 1 on Friday afternoon last week was teaching children how to draw a 
dragons as part of their topic on Castles. Thank you to Peter Pracownik for spending time and  

sharing your expertise with Year 1!  
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Year 2 Engineering Project 

The Y2 children have been continuing 
to work on our Apprentice Primary 
Engineer Project. This week they have 
worked on the braking system for 
their trains.   

William has also been busy at home 

developing another idea for a braking 

system. The class enjoyed watching 

his demonstration and hearing about 

his idea. Great work William and the 

rest of Y2!    
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On Tuesday, Year 5 visited Launceston town centre 
and followed the town trail to explore both the  
historic landmarks and the geography of the town.   

We learned about the town's priory, gatehouse 
prisons and even underground tunnels!   

Year 5 Town Visit 
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Year 6 Science 

Year 6 have been learning about evolution and inheritance in their science lessons. The children prepared models 
of birds and then during outdoor school they placed them in different locations to see how well they were         
camouflaged. Some were easily spotted and others were quite tricky to see. 
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Bee Bot…… 

Reception Class enjoyed programming their beebot     
following the story of Little Red Riding Hood 

Year 4 Music 

Year 4 have been enjoying their time making 

music this week. 
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Year 4 Engineering Project 

Year 4 have been enjoying time in the orchard this term. They recently 

braved the river with Mr McGrath to build a bridge as part of their   

engineering work! Great team work Year 4  
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Year 6 Macbeth….. 

 

Year 6 performed ‘freeze frames’ of 
scenes from Macbeth. Each significant 
moment from the play was successfully 
worked out by the rest of the class! 
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Year 3/4 Wellbeing Club 

 

Year 3/4 Wellbeing club decorated buckets and then filled them with everything that makes 

them happy. They then filled each other’s buckets with messages that would make each other 

happy. We all had a great time filling our own and other people’s buckets and went home with 

great big smiles on our faces. Thank you Y3/4 for filling my bucket too!  

Blackbird Pie 

The May/June digital issue of BlackbirdPie 

What's On in Cornwall magazine is out now 

and there is SO much more to do, indoors 

and out! From theatre to indoor play       

centres, gorgeous galleries & fascinating  

museums, free events & special offers, and 

new skills to learn like sailing, archery,  

coasteering & circus craft. 

New Issue - May June 

https://blackbirdreads.turtl.co/story/blackbirdpie-2021-may-june/


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  14 

 

Junior School PE 

The hall is full of energy this morning as the Pre-Prep children are enjoying their PE lesson with Mrs Budd and Mr 
Payne. They are using the climbing and gymnastic equipment to build and develop their physical skills. 
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Year 3 Viking Warriors 

Year 3 pupils were given the task of painting a brave Viking warrior complete with shield and all his   
weapons. We think they look amazing. 
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Working hard outside school….. 

It's just fantastic to see pupils use their Design Tech-
nology skills outside school. Thomas has built a car 
made from laser cut parts. Having seen the vehicle 
myself at school it is a very complex construction. The 
good news is that if any parts get broken, they can be 
remade on the school laser cutter. Thomas will no 
doubt be a technologist of the future. 

Well done…….. 

Well done to all our Senior Students for   

working so hard for their exams this week. 

It has been an incredibly tough year and you 

have done yourselves proud in your               

determination and resilience to study and get 

through the exams. 

We think you are brilliant….. 

 

Thrift Shop 

Our supplies in the school thrift shop are getting quite low so if you have any uniform 

that has been outgrown and that could be recycled via thrift, we would be very happy to 

take it.   

Money made from the thrift shop sales is put back into school for worthwhile causes for 

the pupils. 

Many thanks. 
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Ballet Lessons 

An ex Professional Ballet dancer with English National     
Ballet, Nicky has been teaching pupils age 3 - 80,         
beginners to vocational level for over 30 years. We are 
thrilled to have her offering classes for St Joseph's pupils 
during school hours. To book your child's place contact      
nickybriceballet@gmail.com with your child's name, 
year group and contact details.  

You can see snippets of what her pupils get up to on 
their Instagram and Facebook page https://
www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StertsBallet 

 

mailto:nickybriceballet@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/
https://www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/
https://www.facebook.com/StertsBallet
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Heroes Stamps 

We have been delighted to see so many children 
design wonderful colourful stamps for the 
@RoyalMail @iChildUK Heroes Stamp design com-
petition. Children have been asked to think about 
who their hero or heroes are and were during the 
pandemic & design a stamp in their honour. 
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The Junior School has a fantastic time 

this week on our Muddy Walk…... 
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This article by Mr Scott will be in this month’s Launceston Life. We thought we would share it here for those who may 

live further afield. 
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