WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 30
2020/2021
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Well, this week has been one to remember, and for just the right reasons. It was so lovely to welcome so many
parents back on site for the Key Stage 2 and Senior School Sports Days, and to see how much the children of all
ages enjoyed competing in a positive spirit for their houses, and how supportive they were of one another’s
endeavours.
This was the case across all year groups, and made me very proud indeed. With two children of my own running,
jumping and throwing in the Junior School event, I know as a parent how much such events mean to the children,
and with my Headteacher hat on I know this sense of achievement was replicated across the school.
The ethos of the PE department is of encouraging the children to enjoy sport, and exercise, and to help them find
areas at which they can excel. One aim is to instil a life long love of exercise and sport, and to encourage the
children to develop these healthy habits of exercise. When we look at pupil (and staff) mental health and
wellbeing, it cannot be overstated how important these health habits are for the children—and this week was a
real celebration of such activities.
This was shown on Thursday when we were in the brilliant situation of having the entire school outdoors on
several occasions—and by the afternoon with children on the sports fields, in the orchard and engaging with our
visitors looking at native and invasive species outdoors, it was lovely to see so many children enjoying the fresh
air. With the Year 10s having been out walking with the Duke of Edinburgh, and camping overnight on Monday in
the school orchard, it has been quite the start to term. Add in the trip to the screech owl sanctuary, Key Stage
one having a farm visit and Year 2 heading to the screech owl sanctuary and you can see what a logistical feat
getting to Friday has been.
With the eyes of the world on Cornwall as we play host to the G7, the county is playing a role on the global stage,
as well as hosting many other visitors from across the UK. With so much going on it is easy to forget where we
were a year ago, and the challenges that lie ahead. We are awaiting the news of any changes to the government
roadman from the 21st June which should be announced at the start of next week: while hopeful that restrictions
will ease and we can host parents in the marquee on site, we are mindful of the possibility this will not be
allowed.
If this is the case, we will endeavour to be as resourceful as possible, and are looking at livestreaming the event
from school on the dates as issued for the prizegiving afternoons. One thing we have learned over the past 15
months has been resourcefulness, and we stand prepared for whatever new announcements may come.
However, that is for the future. For now, do enjoy the newsletter as a snapshot of the week that was here at
school. Thank you to everyone who has done their bit over the past week—students, staff and parents. It is lovely
to have welcomed many of you on site after all these months, I very much hope to welcome more of you in the
next weeks of the summer term.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Dear Senior School parents,
It has been a brilliant first week back! An extremely busy but very rewarding one. We have had a successful DofE camp
and a brilliant sports day, both of which we haven't seen for two years! The Year 10s had an excellent expedition where
they have gained valuable lessons ready for their assessment expedition on the last week of term; thank you Mrs Budd
for helping on the expedition.
It was extremely good to have parents back in for the sports day and I hope that you enjoyed the occasion, where
students were fantastic and participated so well. Thank you to all in the PE department and Heads of House for
organising and for all staff helping make the day run so smoothly. It has been brilliant to have these events back up and
running and seeing just how much students gain from these activities; it shows how important these events are.
Amongst the events mentioned above, I have been so impressed by the learning taken place, from witnessing English
role play outside to GCSE Music students working together to perform a great piece of music; this is to name just a few!
The school has very been very vibrant this week and I am sure that will continue next week with many more positive
experiences to be had. Well done to all pupils for being so positive in the classroom, at DofE and at sports day, they
have taken on these challenges with great enthusiasm which all help shape their character. I will look forward to
interviewing Year 10 for their potential prefects' roles, to Year 10 parents evening as well as the Year 9 DofE Assessment
expedition on Wednesday and Thursday.
Lastly, I would like to show my huge gratitude to all staff for their hard work in marking and gathering evidence for the
Year 11 TAG's, amongst all else that they do on a daily basis.
I hope you have a pleasant weekend.
Sam Matthews, Deputy Head of School
Dear Junior School Parents,
"Summertime is always the best of what might be”- Charles Bowden
We have a fabulous and very busy start to this last half of the summer term.
On Tuesday, all the children spent an hour in their 2021/2022 classes. This included the children who will joining us in
the completely full Reception class next academic year. Everyone met their new teachers and became more familiar
with their surroundings. This will be repeated every Tuesday for the next 2 weeks.
Year 2 spend a fabulous day at the Screech Owl sanctuary and animal park. They had a great time and even managed to
have an ice-cream to round off a perfect day. Reception and Year 1 visited Mrs Hawke’s farm where they met and fed
the calves and were able to encounter many of the other residents. It sounds like they had a tremendous time.
The KS2 sports day was a great success. It show-cased the children’s sporting skills, their competitive spirit, and their
supportive attitude towards their peers. I was immensely proud of all the children on Wednesday afternoon. Their
actions truly embodied what St Joseph’s junior school is all about.
Thank you to both Alex Brooke and Kate Hills who were with us on Thursday looking at invasive species and their impact
of the indigenous flora and fauna. Years 3 to 6 were able to be involved this day and learned a great deal about what is
happening to our local environment.
Today, we have been able to have all the children in the junior school participate in swimming lessons. No mean feat
and a bit of a logistical nightmare but nevertheless in true St Joseph’s style we have achieved it and will do so again next
week.
Please remember that if you are collecting your child from an afterschool club you need to go to the school foyer to
meet them and only go into the school office, if your child is on prep.
Next week, Year 5 are visiting the Eden project on Wednesday and Year 4 are going to Davidstow Airfield & Cornwall At
War Museum on Thursday. I am really looking forward to hearing all about their travels as I am sure are you.
I hope you have a super weekend
Caroline Skerry, Head of Juniors
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Subject Wonders of the Week

Key Stage Stars of the Week

English: Elizabeth Headen for sustained effort and excellent
achievement

KS1: Laurence Cook

Chemistry: Chemistry KS3 Stars of the Week - Kelly Lam,
Rosayln Tucker, Jack Joshua, Elizabeth Headon for excellent
performances in the exam.

KS2: George Henderson

History: Emily Chalk a very dramatic rendition of an extract
from her Black Death diary; Emily Chalk a very dramatic rendition of an extract from her Black Death diary
George Dundon working hard with his Black Death
Finn Anderson a good start in History, focussed and keen to do
well in his History class
Harvey Holmes editor in chief of the History magazine, working
hard to pull it all together for publication
Eddie Cartwright asking some great questions in year 9 history
which helps the learning of others
MFL: Edward Hosking and George Henderson for fantastic participation in our French lesson this week on how we can help
the environment. Also, for KS3, Mia Stoyanova for excellent
contributions in French lessons this week.

KS3: Lila Broughton & Arwen
Baxter
KS4: Robin Smith
Class Star of the Week: ALL of
Year 5 for their outstanding
support for one
another at Sports
Day.

Reception and Year 1 Farm
Trip
Reception and Year 1 were excited to
get on the school minibuses again this
week for a trip to the farm. They met
some very friendly cows and an extremely bossy bull! Thank you Mr and
Mrs Hawke for answering all our
questions and a picnic treat at the end
of the day.

Environment Club
In Environment Club this week
we undertook a challenge as
part of the #wildlifetrust 30
Days Wild for June.

Children had to consider the
capabilities of birds to build a
nest using only natural
resources that would be
available to our feathered
friends.
#30dayswild
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G7 Cornwall UK 2021 Competition
On Monday the children in Reception, Year 1 and 2 had the
opportunity to exhibit models that some of them had made
during the half-term holiday, either to celebrate the heritage of Launceston or on the theme of climate change.
Well done to all the children. We all really enjoyed looking
at your fantastic models and hearing about how you had
made them. Great job!

Year 3/4 Wellbeing club enjoyed created
chalk art on the playground this week.

London Kayakathon - Mrs Hopkins (Cockleshell Endeavour)
At a weak moment during lockdown, I found myself volunteering to be part of a team who will plan
to kayak 21 miles up and down the Thames on June 13, 2021. Team "Here We Go Again" was “born”
consisting of Jane Edwarde, Lynn Fordham, Lena Hodge, Cath Hopkins, Rebecca Hughes, Nichol Williams, Scott Williams and Sarah Wright . As the day approaches that is looking less and less like a
cunning plan! We are doing this not just because we want to spend time in a kayak with a real live
Royal Marine but most importantly to raise funds for RMA-TRMC and the SBSA - two charities
who do fantastic work for our serving corps and our veterans.
For more information, please refer to the link below……..
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/teamherewegoagain

Good Luck

Mrs Hopkins
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KS2 Sports Day
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Lovely to have ballet back…….

Year 7 French

Year 7 have been working on some
posters about how we can help the
environment...

Our first ballet lesson this week—we think they
look brilliant!!!
An ex Professional Ballet dancer with English National
Ballet, Nicky has been teaching pupils age 3 - 80,
beginners to vocational level for over 30 years. We are
thrilled to have her offering classes for St Joseph's pupils
during school hours.
To book your child's place contact
nickybriceballet@gmail.com with your child's name, year
group and contact details.

You can see snippets of what her pupils get up to on
their Instagram and Facebook page
https://
www.instagram.com/nickybriceballetschools/
https://www.facebook.com/StertsBallet

Year 2 trip to the Screech Owl Sanctuary
On Wednesday, as part of our ‘Beautiful Birds’ topic, Year 2 visited the Screech
Owl Sanctuary. We had a fantastic day learning about many different types of
owls, watching a flying display, meeting some of the owls up close, as well as
emus, goats, meerkats, raccoons and even fed the alpacas!
Thank you very much to all the team at the Screech Owl Sanctuary, for making
us feel so welcome and well done to Year 2 for listening so well to all the talks,
asking great questions and for demonstrating how grown up you all are.
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Well done Juniors for the amazing collection of models built of
Launceston and the Environment. They are part of the G7 inspired exhibition at the Gateway Centre in the centre of the
town—do go and see if you have a chance!

Year 8 English
Year 8 have been creating a
‘man on the wall’ giant poster
to record their first impressions of the character of Macbeth. As we journey through
the play the poster can be added to creating a life size character map that can be displayed
on the classroom wall.

Year 1 Algorithms
LEGO Build the Change Initiative
Harry Crawford in Year 7 has
asked us to pass on this message to everyone:

Year 1 have been creating algorithms in
computing - a set of picture instructions
to build a Lego model. They showed the
Reception class how to use them. Everyone managed to build their model perfectly. Great work!

LEGO is running a Build the Change initiative,
which would link in to the G7 Conference that is
taking place now (as it is about environmental
impact on the planet
). The link to the website
of Build the Change is https://www.lego.com/engb/aboutus/build-the-change/.
It is super easy for anyone to do and it is a fun
way to get our ideas heard by others (this is why
it is good for G7) about climate change, which is
one of the key topics the G7 leaders are discussing this weekend in our very own Cornwall.
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Transition……..
The time has come to start thinking about our pupils moving
up into the next year. Here are some
pictures of this process this week. They have all done very well!!!!

Where has all that time gone?????

Jack has played some excellent tennis
recently and managed to win the
Wadebridge, Launceston and Bude
Road to Wimbledon County
Tournament and is now through to
the Regional finals. Congratulations

Reception and Year 1 have been busy this week den
building…..and taking advantage of the lovely weather outside!!

Sterts Youth Juniors

Ben, Ella, Jonah, Oscar & Teagan were all in The Little Mermaid at
Sterts Theatre over half term. 4 sell out performances! After the
show being postponed from May half term 2020, they only had 6
weeks of rehearsals to get it ready, and the whole cast worked
incredibly hard. It was a fantastic show, from a brilliantly talented
company of young people. If anyone is interested in joining Sterts
Youth Juniors, visit www.sterts.co.uk. Next year's show will be
Matilda, and auditions take place in
November.
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Parent Forum:
Mr Scott and Mrs Skerry are happy to hold the first Teams
Parent Forum. This is an opportunity to discuss any
aspect of life at St Jo’s in an informal and friendly setting.

Blackbird Pie
The May/June digital issue of BlackbirdPie What's On in Cornwall magazine is out now and there is SO much
more to do, indoors and out! From
theatre to indoor play centres, gorgeous galleries & fascinating museums, free events & special offers, and
new skills to learn like sailing, archery,
coasteering & circus craft.
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