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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Well, today the weather is being kind, and looking out of the window at the
blue skies overhead it certainly seems a good day to be in Cornwall. But,
although the sun is shining, it is not a day that is entirely without a sense of
sadness, as today is the day we say our goodbyes to our class of 2021, the
amazing Year 11.
This is a group of young people of whom we are extremely proud, and who
have shown such resilience over the past eighteen months, as well as a
tremendous sense of fun over the preceding years they have been at St Joseph’s. Each one of them has their own story, but
their stories will also forever be intertwined owing to their unique place in the school’s history, and their GCSE years will be
bound up with the pandemic through which they have studied.
While our Year 11 of 2020 were sadly taken away from the school a term too early with Lockdown One, and the shock of this
and the loss of the associated rites of passage this entailed should not be underestimated, the Year 11 of 2021 have had their
own, unique, disrupted journey.
They were sent from school in Lockdown One, they learned to study from home, they mastered Teams and the art of online
learning at a time when they should have been here, over a summer in which they would have taken their steps towards
being Year 11, a time they missed what would be the natural moments of assuming the mantle of the eldest pupils in the year,
the half term when Year 11 2020 would be on exam leave, a summer term when they could ease into the role of Prefect, of
Head Pupils, of stepping up.
Instead their summer weeks in school, when we could eventually get risk assessment and insurance approval for their return,
were spent as two weeks being the only Seniors in an otherwise empty school—only Juniors for company as by then we had
the whole of the Junior school in attendance. They even came, uncomplainingly (in the most part) back for an additional week
of exams at the start of the summer holidays as we knew how valuable these could prove, despite Mr Williamson’s insistence
at the time that GCSEs 2020 would go ahead.
They stepped up remarkably when the start of Year 11 rolled around and we could fully reopen—and they did so much at
events such as the Santa Run to show how well they could support students of all ages when given the chance to do so. They
could not mix as they wanted as House Captains with other bubbles, but they provided strong leadership and became the role
models we knew they could be. Many have done so despite their own struggles, and we should never underestimate the
strength of character this take in a young person of 15 or 16 as they move towards adulthood and all that this entails. Being a
teenager is not easy—imagine being one in the age of social media and Covid, and think about how well these young people
have coped.
They have done all that has been asked of them through the November lockdown (though we were allowed to remain on site)
the changes to their GCSEs, the second lockdown (welcome back, Teams!), the in school swabbing and testing, and remaining
sane in the face of the uncertainties that we have all faced through these testing months.
This cohort are unique in what they have faced at the time in their lives they have faced it, and I can only thank them for it. It
is one of the many pleasures of being a teacher, and latterly a headteacher, to see the journeys the young people in our care
take, to see the people they become, and for us as teachers and non-teaching staff to play some small part in helping them
along the way.
In nearly 20 years in education I cannot think of any cohort of young people who have dealt with quite what these young
people have, and I can only thank them for the qualities they have shown in doing all they have. This is what makes the jobs
we do worthwhile.
And so, Alice, Daisy, Harry, Will, Diesel, Mary, Will, Hermione, Georgie, Faren, Henry, Joe, Robin, Charlotte, Tom, Daniella,
Lydia and Daisy, goodbye for now, and safe journey.
We will see you at Prize Giving I hope, but please remember you are always welcome back and all of us here at St Joseph’s are
very proud indeed of all you have achieved.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Dear Senior School Parents,
The weeks are seemingly flying by presently! The school has been extremely busy with a variety of fantastic
activities and learning experiences. I couldn't be prouder of the way Year 9 completed their DofE assessment
expedition. They did brilliantly, in glorious weather, spectacular surroundings and a little rain to wake up to on
Thursday morning! It was so rewarding to see them out and about, and also doing so well with their expedition
aim of improving the environment. They picked up so much litter; one team even managed to clear up a tent
including poles! (I do hope no one had left it there to come back to!) It was a tough challenge, and they should
be very proud of themselves. I hope that it encourages them to explore the great outdoors in their future. Please
see the pictures in this newsletter. I would like to thank Mrs Budd and Mr Brown for their assistance and also for
assessing the pupils.
Next week, we look to more of the same with excellent activities for pupils. On Wednesday, Year 8 have their
cyber challenge; on Thursday, there is the Year 7 Humanities trip and also Year 10 have the Shakespeare Stage
combat workshop with Year 9 having this also on Friday. Many aspects for all pupils to look forward to.
On Friday of last week, an ex-pupil came in for a planned staff visit (with relevant Covid protocols). It is always
nice to hear how well ex-pupils are doing. With this ex-pupil, it was very encouraging to see how well they were
doing and very humbling to hear just how much they appreciated their time at St Joseph's and how much they
appreciated all staff had done for them.
Year 11 have their final day today and I look forward to their leavers assembly today. they have been a fantastic
year group who have grown in so many ways. It is pleasing to see that they have supported one another so well
in challenging times and we wish them well in their next steps.

Dear Junior School Parents,
I cannot believe another week has flown by and we get ever nearer to the end of the summer term and the
academic year.
This week, Year 5 have had a fabulous time at the Eden project learning all about. They were put into fact finding
groups and given the task of finding plants that provided either food, shelter or medicine in the tropical and
Mediterranean biomes. There were some surprises about the usefulness of plants along the way.
Year 4 spent the day at Davidstow war Museum. Whilst they were there, they learned more about World War 2.
They were put through their paces on the parade ground, heard stories about the trenches and how one of the
volunteer’s grandpas was good friends with a German soldier. One of the year 4 children I asked about the day
said the best things about the day were Year 4 being bombed in the trenches and the packed lunches!!
A huge congratulations to Mrs Colwill, in Year 2 who is expecting her 2nd baby in November. I know that she and
the rest of her family are very excited at the prospect of a new brother or sister for Jenson. For those children
who are moving into Year 2 next year, Mrs Colwill is planning to be with us for at least the 1st half of the Autumn
term so don’t worry you will get spend time with her before she goes on maternity leave.
We have our final transition afternoon on Tuesday. I know the children have found these sessions extremely
reassuring and are now feeling ready and excited to be moving into their new classes in September.
We also have our final swimming session for KS2 on Friday. I have been super impressed with the way the
children have coped with the new swimming regimes both in Launceston
and Camelford. Certainly, the feedback from the children about their swimming sessions has made the effort
involved in facilitating them worth it. Please note KS1 will be continuing for another week.
I do hope you all have a restful weekend.
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry
Head of Juniors
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Year 9: well done on your Duke of Edinburgh assessment: all passed!
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Year 11
Year 11 enjoyed their leavers day breakfast first lesson on Friday with Mr Duff donning his chef's apron
and cooking up the bacon sandwiches for everyone. It was a lovely way to start the day and celebrate
their final day in school.
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Subject Wonders of the Week

Key Stage Stars of the Week

MFL: Bea Medd for her engagement in the
French Film Study.

KS1: Tobias Jones

English: Chloe Loughton - consistent hard work
and high standards. Conscientious and thoughtful
in all tasks.
Music: Oscar Amankwah and Ben Laatz.
Drama: Will Rosevear and Daisy Rea.
Biology: Max Quinn for excellent work on genetic
Punnett squares.
KS4 Chemistry Wonders of the Week: Year 10 Set
1 and Set 2 for working so well this week on the
theory and practical aspect of the Electrolysis of
Aqueous Solutions Required Practical.

KS2: Isaac Wrigley &William
Scard-Morgan
KS3: Alexie Hawke, Amelie
Crowder & Archie Diffey
KS4: Alvey Richardson,
Thomas Greet and Robert
Rosevear
Class Star of the
Week:

Year 9
The year 9 who were not doing D of E this week cooked a World Foods buffet as part of their humanities and
cultural awareness lessons. Students made sushi, naan bread, New York bagels, Japanese pancakes, lemon drizzle
cake and best Passover chocolate brownies.
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Year 4 Trip to Davidstow
This week Year 4 went on a trip to Davidstow Airfield and Cornwall at War Museum. Children loved being able to
see so many artefacts and being able to hear so many captivating stories. The experience was brought to life by
the excellent story telling of the volunteers who work at the museum. The children left packed with new
knowledge and stories they can retell.

Subject Wonders of the
Week
English: Elizabeth Headen for sustained effort and excellent achievement

Chemistry: Chemistry KS3 Stars of the
Week - Kelly Lam, Rosayln Tucker, Jack
Joshua, Elizabeth Headon for excellent
performances in the exam.

Drama
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Year 5 Trip to Eden
Yesterday Year 5 went to the Eden Project to learn about the resources available to live a subsistence life in the rainforest. We explored the resources for shelter, food and health in our tribes and presented our findings to the other tribes in the
class. There were lovely comments throughout the day about the class’ great behaviour and smart appearance (even with
our tribal face paint!)

Subject Wonders of the
Week
English: Elizabeth Headen for sustained effort and excellent achievement

Chemistry: Chemistry KS3 Stars of the
Week - Kelly Lam, Rosayln Tucker, Jack
Joshua, Elizabeth Headon for excellent
performances in the exam.

Drama
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Year 5 Trip to Eden

Subject Wonders of the
Week
English: Elizabeth Headen for sustained effort and excellent achievement

Chemistry: Chemistry KS3 Stars of the
Week - Kelly Lam, Rosayln Tucker, Jack
Joshua, Elizabeth Headon for excellent
performances in the exam.

Drama
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Junior School Gardening
After months of careful watering it was time for Year 1 to harvest their potatoes. The children were excited to find 118 potatoes and a few worms hidden in the soil!

Year 8 English
Year 8 have been exploring the moral dilemma in Macbeth; should he kill the King he has been a loyal
servant to so that he can take the crown himself? Students have been making film shorts showing his
inner turmoil using the idea of an angel and devil on his shoulder.
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STEM Fest South West
As part of the SW STEM Fest this week students in 7
Maris watched a talk by the Regional Cyber Crime
Unit and the National Cyber Security
Centre looking at hacking and cyber security, both
ethical and illegal, from a law enforcement
perspective and career pathways into cyber
security.
8 Stella joined in with an interactive presentation
by Flight Crowd entitled 'Are Air Taxis only real in
the movies?' looking at the future of air travel and
careers in this industry.

8 Maris learned about creating a weather station from a Microbit and programmed some
Microbits in their lesson.

Students in Year 10 had an interesting talk on
Nuclear Reactors from representatives from
Frazer Nash Consultancy looking at the future of
nuclear power and career options in nuclear engineering.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 11

Year 8 have been looking at the evidence of who was Jack the Ripper and had to
design a book cover that would get their book sold. What do you think of the designs they have come up with? There is a real sense of mystery and suspense
about the covers—what a great job by Year 8.
Jack the Ripper was an unidentified figure of fear and mystery in the largely impoverished areas in and around the Whitechapel district of London in 1888. In
both the criminal case files and contemporary journalistic accounts, the killer was
called the Whitechapel Murderer and Leather Apron.
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In Environment club on Thursday,
Year 5 and 6 made boats using
natural materials. They had to
consider buoyancy and surface
area before choosing the part of
the river they thought would
flow fastest for our boat race.
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Year 7 RS
Year 7 have made board games to explain the Buddhist concept of rebirth—they clearly enjoyed testing
them out, well done Year 7!
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Can you guess the number of sweets in the jar?

This lovely looking
jar of sweets is in
Reception. If you
would like to haver
a guess at how
many sweets are in
the jar, then just fill
your name and
guess in the entry
sheet next to the
jar. It is 50p per
guess.

Year 8 have been working on further dramatic interpretations of
Macbeth, this time looking at the ‘Is
this a dagger that I see before me?’
speech. Much effort was put into
props; tomato ketchup was a plenty
to bring the ‘gouts of blood’ to life!
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