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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 33 
2020/2021 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

With only 4 school days to go after this one, I can’t quite believe we are so close to the end of a super 
successful term. I loved seeing all of the children’s faces as they took part in this week’s Prize Giving events, 
and was so pleased to be able to give every child a medal to mark their successes this term. I hope they 
keep hold of them as a small token of how well they have coped through the year, and how much we value 
each of their contributions to making this term, and year, such a success. 

While we are not yet done (one more Newsletter will come out at the end of next week) taking stock of all 
we have do to date seems reasonable. 

 

As we have said at Prize Giving, this year has been the result of the whole school attitude and 
determination to make sure in the face of every obstacle we approach it with the mindset of what we CAN 
do, and not what we CAN’T. This is why we were determined to work within the guidelines and have 
parents to sports days, and why we worked to make sure Year 11 and Year 6 parents could be there, within 
the guidelines, for this week’s events. 

 

It is also why we were determined to learn what equipment we would need to host the events ourselves, 
and to complement this with items kindly loaned for the days. It is amazing how much we can learn in a 
short space of time—and my hat is firmly doffed to Mr Lucas for making the live stream such a success. 
Having watched back the children’s performances, I am really pleased with how it looked, and my thanks to 
all who have emailed in or stopped us with kind words about the events. It means a huge amount. 

 

Moving forward, we will look to host next summer’s events here at school also, but that is thankfully some 
way into the future—and we will maybe not have them on consecutive days… 

Thoughts are now firmly on reports, and it has been great to read the many positives across all Junior 
School reports since arriving back from the beach yesterday after a great day with the Junior School. So 
many lovely things have been written about your children, there will be many very proud parents when 
these come out at the start of next week. Writing my comments, I am reminded again of just how many 
success stories there are here at school—and just 
how fortunate we are to share this journey 
together. 

 

Finally, I am going to share here the poem by Derek 
Mahon that Mary Dowling chose as part of the 
Senior School Head Pupils’ speech. It is lovely—and 
I have spent today's lunch duty with Juniors in a riot 
of sunshine—’everything is going to be all right.’ 

 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 

Mr Scott 

How should I not be glad to contemplate 

the clouds clearing beyond the dormer window 

and a high tide reflected on the ceiling? 

There will be dying, there will be dying, 

but there is no need to go into that. 

The poems flow from the hand unbidden 

and the hidden source is the watchful heart. 

The sun rises in spite of everything 

and the far cities are beautiful and bright. 

I lie here in a riot of sunlight 

watching the day break and the clouds flying. 

Everything is going to be all right. 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

Thank you for all the kind comments regarding our SPG; it was a 
brilliant event that I am so glad we were able to hold live this year. It 
was very successful, and I have been very pleased to hear the 
positive comments regarding the live stream also. A huge thank you 
to all staff for making this happen. Well done to all pupils and to all 
the award winners for their efforts this year. I was also privileged to 
see the JPG on Wednesday, which was spectacular to see the 
amazing year group performances! I am very hopeful that next year 
we will once again, be able to do even more collaborative work 
between the Junior and Senior pupils. 

 

I can't quite believe we are nearly at the end of the academic year! 
However, I am really looking forward to the Year 10 DofE on Monday 
and Tuesday, plus the activity days on Tuesday and Wednesday. I am 
sure all pupils will have a great time and it will be a great ending to a 
difficult and different year.  

 

The Ardèche trip has been extremely popular, and we already have 
over 30 pupils signed up. Please be aware, that if you are still 
thinking about this trip, there are now only 6 places available. 

 

I hope you have a great weekend and fingers crossed; England can 
get through to the semi-finals!! 

 
Sam Matthews 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

Well, what a busy week. It has been a lot of hard of work, a great deal of fun and extremely 

rewarding.  

The children have been brilliant this week. They put their heart and soul into prizegiving. The 

practices were fantastic, they all concentrated so hard and supported each other whole 

heartedly. The actual prizegiving itself was a real delight to be part of. Each and every member 

of the junior school was involved, as were the staff. They all should be very proud of 

themselves.  

As I said in my speech about the children in our junior school, ‘Every day they are all amazing. 

What they do, what they say, how they respond to each other and to the challenges they are 

set. They are incredible.’  

Thank you to Ruby and Henry, for being such great role models as head boy and girl this year. I 

was really pleased with their maturity as they stood and spoke to the whole school. Hearty 

congratulations, to our new head boy and girl, Rhys and Lucy. I know that as part of the prefect 

team for next year, they will do their utmost. As I told the Year 5 prior to prize giving, all the 

children in the prefect team are important and just as the human body cannot function 

properly if an important organ is missing so the prefect team cannot function if they do not 

work together as one unit.  

Beach day was super. The Reception to Year 6 children had great fun playing beach golf, boule, 

litter picking, rock pooling, eating ice creams etc. It is on days like this that I feel so blessed 

that we live in such a beautiful place and get to share and enjoy it with the children.  

Next week we have the muddy walks on Tuesday for KS2.  KS1 are spending the day at 

Trethorne.  On Wednesday, an outdoor day in the orchard is planned for the whole junior 

school and Thursday is of course the last day of this term and indeed the school year. Please 

make sure wet weather gear is in school for your child, as our weather is so changeable.  

Have a fantastic and restful weekend and get please do your get children’s batteries charged 

for a fun filled and fabulous last week of term.  

 

Best Wishes  

Caroline Skerry 
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Key Stage Stars of 

the Week 

KS1: Poppy Fisher 

KS2: Edward Hosking 

KS3: Emily Chalk 

KS4: Ben Hodgson 
and           
Benjamin 
Laatz 

Early Buses next week……… 

Please be 

aware that it 

will be early 

buses on 

Thursday 8th 

July 

 

Subject Wonders of the Week 

English: Rafferty Hulme-Teague for his amazing 
work in the Year 9 stage combat workshop. He 
kept up 100% focus all day and was a brilliant 
Tybalt.  

Biology: Marlon Bhatti is the Biology wonder of 
the week for his excellent iMovie on tooth-
paste research.  

Chemistry: For excellent work in the C5 Chemi-
cal Reactions chapter: 

Year 9 Set 1 Extracting Metals work - Elizabeth 
Headon, Kelly Lam, Rosalyn Tucker 

Year 9 Set 2 Displacement Reactions work - Lila 
Broughton, Eddie Cartwright, Rafferty Hulme-
Teague, Alicia Lewis-Langley, Finnan McCarthy, 
Martha Weymouth, Brooke Blake 
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Stage Combat Workshop 

Last week both year 9 & 10 took part 
in a full day Stage combat workshop as 
part of their English Shakespeare mod-
ule. They covered fight moves such as 
punches, strangles and kicks before 
moving onto sword work. In the after-
noon they pulled fight sequences to-
gether leading to a performance of the 
opening fight scene of Romeo and Juli-
et which they shared with Year 5,6 & 7. 
Massive thanks to Mark of Squire Com-
bat who kept the energy at full throttle 
for the whole day, two days on the trot! 
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Year 7 Humanities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 were investigating the life of a monk at Launceston Priory in medieval Cornwall. Mr Duff here 

looks suitably contemplative as he looks at the ruins—communing with history is his happy place! 

Year 1 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science this week, Year 1 considered the question ‘How does a boat float?’. After learning about dis-
placement, they tested their own boats to find out how many beads they could carry before sinking. Here 
are Dylan and Oscar, the class record holders, with 139! 
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Transport and Journeys 

As part of our Transport and Journeys topic, Molly chose to 
make a super large map of her journey to Tesco’s. Great 
work Molly! 

 

Year 7 River Field 

Work 

Year 7 spent Monday 
afternoon completing 
their Geography work on 
Rivers.  They began by 
sketching the river and 
landforms around it, then 
they took measurements 
of the river’s depth, 
width, velocity and bed-
load. 
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Coaches Corner 

It is amazing to have the school and of course tennis open again this summer term. 

Pupil participation in both the junior and senior school is high and moving forward I hope to see tennis events happening at 
school to showcase the sport and pupil progress within the game. 

The Physical and mental benefits that come from playing a sport like tennis is a key ingredient in life and one that I hope is 
never denied to us ever again. 

Events were scheduled but lost during the pandemic but it is time to move forward again so watch this space. 

I will be sending out a timetable for the autumn term in due course and if 
timings don't suit please contact me asap and if you wish to join the tennis 
sessions this autumn, sessions are available for all pupils aged 4 and 
above. 

I would like to congratulate Jack Joshua in qualifying for the County finals 
for the road to Wimbledon and should he win he will represent Cornwall 
at Wimbledon in August. 

Wishing all pupils and parents an amazing summer break. 

Best wishes 

James Brobin 

Year 9 Chemistry 

Year 9 Set 1 Chemistry are currently studying 
Displacement Reactions where ' a more        
reactive metal displaces a less reactive metal.' 
This week we looked at the reaction between 
Magnesium and Copper Oxide where         
Magnesium and Copper are the two metals. 
The further apart the metals are on the        
Reactivity series the more vigorous the        
reaction - Magnesium and Copper are         
reasonably far apart hence the reactions in 
the photographs. Within the lesson we take 
great care with safety for this practical and 
students put their Bunsen burners under the 
chemicals within about 5 seconds of each  
other creating the effect of a 'fireworks       
display.' We also covered the smoke alarms 
HOWEVER much to the students amusement 
the fire alarm still went off!! Mr Scott was   
obviously very pleased to have an unexpected fire drill - it kept him on his toes in what was quite a busy 
week... 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnesium is more reactive than copper so displaces copper     
from copper oxide. 
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Year 2s had a super time in the orchard this week doing their French lesson with Madame Scott. They 
were challenged to go on a mini beast hunt and then say the type of mini beast they found, in French. 
They found lots of limaces!  

 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  10 

 

 

Charity Kayakathon—Cath Hopkins 

 

'In December 1942 ten Royal Marines         
embarked on what would be known as the 
most courageous raid of  WW2, Operation 
FRANKTON.  

The mission was to attack Nazi shipping in 
Bordeaux harbour by launching tandem      
collapsible kayaks from a submarine off the 
French coast and paddle over 60 miles up the 
well defended Gironde River.  

This was a  suicide mission by any other name 
and only two of these brave Royal Marines 
survived, with the remainder either drowned 
or captured and executed by the Germans.  

They were to become known as the Cockleshell Heroes and the forefathers of the Special Boat Service.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 13th June 9 of us joined the Royal Marines to paddle 21 miles up and down the Thames 
in double kayaks. This was to raise money for the Royal Marines Charities and to remember the 
Cockleshell Heroes who did a similar paddle off the French coast in WW2.  Thank you to any of you 
who donated any money to the fundraising page - our group were delighted to raise 15,000 
pounds. It was a great day with the only downside not enough Marines for each double kayak so 
sadly Mrs Hopkins was 'Marineless"!! 
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Junior School Beach Day 
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Year Ten: It’s been a busy day in the food room... the year 10 French group joined up with the GCSE food class to 

make some authentic French crêpes, then this afternoon the year 10 German group chose a variety of German reci-
pes to try out. There were Lebkuchen, Kartoffelsalat, Kaiserschmarrn, Aprikosenkuchen and Currywurst, all deli-
cious of course. A big thank you to Mrs Yilmaz for letting us take over the food room! 
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Year Five: Year 5 have been writing explanations about games this half term and to round it off, we enjoyed a ‘games 

afternoon’ where we got to introduce our favourite games to our friends.  A lovely way to end a very busy week.    
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ASDAN Club 

As part of a new development at St Josephs, a few clubs will be introduced and contribute to the ASDAN 
personal development award scheme. Sports activities can also be used as part of the ASDAN framework 
of qualifications. Specifically, the ASDAN award club leads to a qualification and is an award scheme 
based upon a range of challenges which students set themselves. The challenges have a common     
framework of skills including teamwork, problem solving and improving your learning. When completed 
you will get an award, which counts as an extra qualification. The challenges are fun and allow you to be 
creative and independent, some you already do in school and are related to the curriculum. others we 
will do in the club. Please refer to the activities details on the Portal for more information. 

A quick reminder…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Buses on Thursday 8th July 
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Can you guess the number of sweets in the jar? 

 This lovely looking jar of sweets is in 

Reception.  If you would like to have a 

guess at how many sweets are  in the 

jar, then just fill your name and guess 

in the entry sheet next to the jar.  It is 

50p per guess. This competition will 

close at 1000 on Thursday 8th July. 

Year 7 French 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Maris had fun running a French café for each other this morning. They made menus, printed Euros 
to use, and took turns to be customers and waiters, ordering and serving snacks and drinks such as   
croissants, pain au chocolat, jus d’orange, jus de pomme and chocolat chaud. 

Please look out for our final newsletter next week for 

pictures of our prizegiving events and details of our   

winners in the “Summer Show”. 


