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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 1 - Welcome back! 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

 

What a fabulous day to return to school—the sun is shining, and 
school is full and the atmosphere is just lovely. I have no idea 
just how many steps I have taken, but it has been lovely seeing 
so many children having so much fun, even with the Covid 
testing taking place in the morning. A day that started with 
views like this over Launceston was always going to be one to be 
thankful to be a part of. 

 

I would like to say a huge well done to all Seniors for how well 
they approached this tricky start to term, with a particular well 
done to Year 7 pupils for whom it was their first experience of doing so. They all, without exception, did their 
level best, and to start the term feeling so proud of them all was a wonderful feeling. 

 

My thanks also to the testing team, Mrs Skerry, Mrs Buxton, Miss Lee, Mrs Gowan, Mrs Shields, Mrs Randall-
Beale and Mrs Ashton Smith: reconvening in PPE in the hall at short notice it was great to get the Covid Test 
Team back out on the road—very much like a Greatest Hits band reunion, although with more nasal swabs, 
plastic gloves and disinfectant spray than when Take That went back on the road. 

 

In other news, it has been a great start for our new teachers Mr Summers, Mr Clark, Mr Green and Mr 
Hurdwell, as well as our new Junior School TA Mrs Ryall. They have been such a positive group through the 
two days of INSET and hearing their interactions with the children over the day has given me real confidence 
that they will be great additions to the St Joseph’s team, and support their children with their learning, in it’s 
broadest sense, as we move forward to the next stage in the school’s development. 

 

This morning saw us open with more pupils than we have ever had at St Joseph’s at the start of the year, and a 
full Reception class. They were fantastic and all settled so well—a credit to the strength we have in Mrs 
Hampton and Mrs Kemp and the work that went into transition over the course of the summer term. It was 
fantastic seeing Mrs Skerry’s assembly with the Junior School on the terrace in the sunshine this afternoon, 
and to be part of the Senior School assembly on the Astroturf this morning. We are very fortunate to have the 
opportunity to use these outside spaces, and seeing children from the Orchard to the playgrounds over the 
course of the day has been so much fun. 

 

Well done to everyone who has been involved with making the start of term such a positive experience, from 
our INSET to our opening day. Team St Joseph's is a pleasure to be a part of—and the following pages give a 
first snapshot of what we have been up to in the few short hours we have been back.  

 

So to the weekend and to get ready for our first full week from Monday. I hope you all enjoy some late 
summer sun, and look forward to welcoming everyone back to school next week. 

 

With best wishes,  

Mr Scott 
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

Welcome back! Staff have been busy preparing for children returning today to 
give pupils the best experience. Staff also have worked extremely hard in our 
inset training and have had some very useful CPD. 

 

It has been really pleasant and exciting to see pupils returning after the 
summer break. School is always a place where it is better when filled with 
children. Pupils have looked very smart and were all punctual and entered 
with a politeness and a smile on their face. We know that many where 
anxious about their start and I hope that today they come home feeling much 
better.  

 
We had all Seniors on the Astro this morning for an assembly where we went 
through many aspects with them. It was a brilliant way to all come together 
for their first time. As a school we continue to focus on our main ethos, of 
care, compassion and community. Alongside this we spoke to pupils about the 
importance of 'being kind' to all, and how this makes us all feel happy.  

 

I was so impressed by the pupils during the lateral flow testing; they took it in 
their stride and they made the whole task run very smoothly. All our test were 
negative. Thank you to all are wonderful testing staff. I am really looking 
forward with excitement and positivity for the term ahead and the year.  

 

I hope you have a great weekend. 

 

 

Sam Matthews 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

Welcome back to what already looks like a busy and of course fun filled academic year. 

Thank you to all our amazing parents who ensured that our first morning back ran so smoothly by 

dropping their children off in such a calm and assured manner. It was so lovely to see all your children 

arrive in school this morning bright eyed and bushy tailed, excited and ready for their term ahead. It is 

moments like these that remind me why I became a teacher and why after 23 years I am still one and still 

look forward to coming into work every day.   

It has been great to hear some of the wonderful adventures the children have got up to during the 

holidays’ from making stop go animation, to slip and slide and even visiting places across the Tamar!  

There are already plans a-foot for Team building days at Radford Lake for KS2 and a trip to Launceston 

Castle for KS1.   

A few housekeeping reminders:  

• Please remember that children need trainers and outdoor school clothing (wellies, waterproof coat 
and water proof trousers) in school at all times.  

• On the day your child does PE, they can come into school in their PE kit and bring in their uniform 
ready to change into afterwards, if they are in Reception to Year 4  

On Games afternoons all KS2 children need to bring in their PE kit to change into. This also applies to Year 
5 and 6 on PE days.  

There will be a curriculum advice meeting for all junior classes over the next two weeks, please see below 

for the timetable. All meetings will start at 3.45pm and will take place in your child’s classroom. All 

parents attending are asked to wear facemasks and sign in in the office prior to going to your child’s 

classroom. If you do have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

class teacher.   

Curriculum advice meetings 3.35pm-4.30pm  

  

 
  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Best Wishes  

Caroline Skerry 

Tuesday 7th September  Year1    

Wednesday 8th September  Reception  Year 6  

Thursday 9th September  Year 2    

Tuesday 14th Sept ember Year 4    

Wednesday 15th September  Year 5    

Thursday 15th September  Year 3    
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Welcome Back Everyone……. 

It’s amazing to see our lovely classrooms full again and what better way to start the term 

than with an assembly outdoors on the Astro turf. 
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Lots of happy smiling faces……. 
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School Improvements…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to inform you that the school 

changing rooms are now open and fully      

functional. 

 

It is a welcome addition to our school and we 

think that they look absolutely amazing. 
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School Improvements…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Art Department has also undergone  building improvements with the decision to 

open up the Art  and Textiles rooms with a bifold door with a haze glass.  Whilst the two 

classes will operate independently, there is now an option to open up the space, allowing 

creativity to flow.... 


