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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
As we come to the end of our first week back, I want just to say a huge well done to all here at school for all
they have achieved since returning. Pupils have settled to work amazingly well, and this is very much to their
credit.
In particular I have been very impressed with how well Year 7 and Reception have settled into the routine of
school—it is never easy starting as the youngest and newest members of either the Junior school or the
Senior School, but these children have managed just that, and done so fantastically well.
It seems scarcely believable that we have only been back at school for 6 days—and in that time managed to
conduct lateral flow tests for the whole of the Senior School twice, during which we have had no positive
tests returned. Oh for the days when I can write a weekly roundup without mention of anything Covid
related—but such has been the impact of the pandemic that it’s shadow will remain in some manner for the
foreseeable future.
It is perhaps appropriate, then, that as we continue the recovery from the disruptions brought about by one
global event, that we should remember the impact of another, altogether different, event that changed the
world 20 years ago tomorrow.
Much has been written and said about the events of 9/11, and any of us who saw the awful events unfold in
real time in 2001 will remember where they were, and the sense of unreality that occurred as the second
plane hit the World Trade Centre. For me, I was living in London, working in a photo press agency and in the
office and watching on television when the second plane hit the South Tower, and the resulting disaster
unfolded.
The immediate loss of life—2,977 people lost their lives along with the 19 hijackers—was scarcely believable:
344 firefighters, 71 law enforcement officers, 55 military personnel and nearly 2,500 civilians made this the
worst terrorist attack in history.
And while the impact of the events of that day were immediate, they were also long lasting: the invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq and the War on Terror has framed much of the two decades that followed. The marking
of the anniversary has been heightened by the scenes we have seen at Kabul airport as America ends its
‘forever war’ and the Taliban return to power again dominate the news two decades later.
It is appropriate that we should remember those who lost their lives as the planes hit the World Trade
Centre, the Pentagon and on Flight 93. This also provides a moment to think about the bravery of, and the
service given, by all those who have served in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the conflicts that grew from that
fateful September day.
The events of 9/11 have shaped the world that the children we now teach have grown up in, and the
pandemic now in many ways recasts aspects of that world, and provides fresh challenges for those children,
now and well into the future.
It is our job as teachers, parents and role models for those children to give them the best start to life we can,
and to equip those children with the character, values and sense of self to tackle those challenges, now and
into the future. The first week back has clearly shown these children have remarkable resilience, a desire to
learn and such great resilience. We are all very proud of all they have done this week—I cannot wait to see
them rise to all the challenges this new term brings.
With best wishes,
Mr Scott
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Dear Senior School Parents,
Our first week back has been a brilliant one! We are all returning to routines that a school day
brings, and I have been extremely pleased with the positivity of pupils which is making the school
environment a very vibrant one. Pupils are looking very smart and moving around school in a
very respectful and calm manner. It has been brilliant to have full clubs with pupils having the
opportunity to take part in a variety of activities; it has also been great to hear the choirs filling
the corridors with lovely sounds. Year 7 are already settling in well and it seems like they have
been here for much longer. It has also been fantastic to see our older pupils and particularly our
Year 11 prefects helping them.
Thank you to Mrs Budd for running the PSHE drop-in sessions for parents on Thursday. Next
week we look forward to welcoming Year 7 parents into school to meet the Year 7 tutors. Year 7
then have their activity at Adrenaline Quarry next Thursday 16th September.
Unfortunately, as a school we are experiencing delays with variety of orders. This includes Year 7
device lockers to the new Science desks to uniform. I am sure you are aware this is a nationwide
issue, and we can only apologise for any delays that may affect you or the pupils.
We completed the second round of Covid-19 testing on Tuesday and therefore completed all the
required testing in school for the start of the academic year. There were no positive results.
Thank you to all staff and pupils for doing so well with this process. Pupils will be bringing home
2 boxes of Covid-19 lateral flow testing kits today. Please can pupils test twice weekly, we
suggest Sunday and Wednesday. This will take them to October half term, however if you require
more, please let us know. There is now no requirement to send a negative result to us; of course,
please notify us if you have a positive result and follow the NHS guidelines. Please contact the
school or email me if your son/daughter was to have a positive result
(deputyhead@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or headteacher@stjosephscornwall.co.uk).
Finally, please could you assist us in ensuring your son/daughter has a face covering. We have
used so many disposable masks (well over 200 since reopening) and would appreciate if you
could supply pupils with a re-usable one as the environmental impact of such high mask use is
something we really want to avoid.
I hope you have a great weekend.
Sam Matthews
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Dear Junior School Parents,
Monday was warm, Tuesday was ridiculously hot, so much so the KS2 boys were
given permission to remove their ties, Wednesday Year 6 watched and heard an
amazing thunderstorm in the orchard, Thursday we had monsoons so was definitely
a wellie and waterproof day and Friday has just been grey and dull. The one thing I
am certain of is, that we’ll never get complacent about the weather in Cornwall.
Thank you to all the parents who ensured their children had outdoor school clothing
in, ready for our tumultuous weather. It may be worth checking your child’s
waterproof coat, as some are proving less than effective and may need replacing.
Next week, Years 5 and 6 are at Roadford Lake on Wednesday 14th September and
Year 3 and 4 are there on Friday 17th. They will be participating in a range of team
building activities including high ropes, kayaking and raft building. Please make sure
you have signed the consent form on the portal and have paid by Monday
13th September.
Mrs Colwill, one of our fabulous Year 2 teachers leaves us today to start her
maternity leave. We all will miss her terribly, wish her the very best over the next
few months and look forward to hearing the news about baby Colwill #2. We are
delighted that Mrs Bentley will be covering the maternity leave and will be
in Year 2 full time from Monday.
There are curriculum advice meetings for Year 4 (Tuesday), Year 5 (Wednesday) and
Year 3 (Thursday). These all start at 3.45pm. Please come into school via the office.
We recommend wearing a face mask.

The junior parents evening is on Wednesday 29th September. It will be a mixture of
face to face and remote appointments. Further details to follow closer to the time.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 3

Subject Wonders
of the Week
MFL: Elizabeth Headon,

Key Stage Stars of the Week
KS1: All of our new Reception class
and Ronan McNeela.

Zack Hopkins, Louisa Smith, Kelly Lam, Jack Joshua.
For active participation in French lessons.

Chemistry: Well done to all Year 10/11 this week
for a full on set of practical lessons making salts (Year
10) and investigating exothermic/endothermic
reactions (Year 11). A special mention should be
given to Callum Brown for keeping us entertained as
he followed his practical instructions eventually
achieving the correct results.

Biology: Florence Scard-Morgan for her excellent
effort on the summer Biology work.

KS2: India Ellerd-Elliott, Tabby Honey,
Lewik Bacon, Macy Sheffield and Elisa
Mayhew.
Our amazing new pupils have settled
in so well.
KS3: Jessica Ball

Computing: Aiden Getson for some excellent
responses in GCSE Computer Science.

KS4: Daisy Rea and Thomas Greet

History: Year 7 History Maris and Stella, earning lots
of class dojos for their enthusiasm and participation;
Year 8 Maris and Stella who have created some
beautiful images in their work on War of the Roses;
Year 10 History. For their excellent 'you are the
teacher' teaching episodes on the Cold War .

English: Daniel Mehan - Year 8 have been doing
presentations this week, where they bring in five
objects that are important to them. Daniel's
presentation was fascinating and personal. Amazing
to see the curtain ring his grandfather used to
propose with. Thank you Daniel.

Year 7 Study Skills
Year 7 have made a great start to study skills with Mrs Diffey by
writing a recipe for doing well at school. We discussed all the
'ingredients' needed for a positive day at school and turned them
into a recipe for success.
Great work here by Charlie and Hettie.
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Reception Class—thinking about our bodies

This week the children in the reception class we have been thinking about our bodies. We started
off by thinking about skin. We read The Colour of Me and mixed lots of different skin colours. The
children drew around one another and used the paint to make big people. We labelled the people
and put them up our wall. Great teamwork and lots of fun!
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Parent / Guardian consent for photography
We are very keen to include as many pupils as possible in our Newsletters but can only do so if
you have “opted in” to allow us to use photographs of your child for marketing materials.
You will have received a notification from Mr J Lucas on 1st September via the PARENT PORTAL.
Please click on the link or log into your PARENT PORTAL account to select an option on the form.
You will need to use the pencil icon in the right hand corner to make your selection.
When you gain access to the page, you have the choice
to “OPT IN” or “OPT OUT” and we would ask that you select one of the options in order to ensure that we are
aware of your intentions regarding photographs of your
child.
If you have any issues in accessing this page then please
do not hesitate to contact the school. Thank you to those of you who have already done so.

Well done Jack……

Well done to Jack Joshua who has
a brilliant sand successful
summer with his tennis. He
attended the Road to Wimbledon
Final Training Camp with Tim
Henman in August. Alongside this
he has competed in many
regional tournaments this summer including in Ealing, Torbay,
Penzance, Newquay and this last
week at the Cornwall County
Closed. As you can see from his
trophies, he has done extremely
well, especially when he has
competed against adults. Great
work Jack!
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Year 1 English

This week in English,
Year 1 have been
reading the story of
‘Knuffle Bunny’ set in
New York. They
searched for images of
the Big Apple using
iPads.

Year 10 GCSE

Year 10 have been making pasta
skeletons in GCSE PE as a way to
remember the bones in the
body…..
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PSHE Corner
After a long summer break, pupils have
settled back into school routine fantastically
well this week. We have some advice to help
our fantastic pupils prepare for their day. We
are very lucky to welcome lots of new
students to St. Joseph's this year, scan the QR
code to watch a video from Young Minds with
some useful tips on making new friends.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 8

Stay and Play

Stay and Play Outdoor School is back at St
Joseph's for children under 5 in our Outdoor
School. Sessions start on Friday 17th Sept for 5
weeks.

If you are interested in booking a place for your child
please email outdoorschool@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
Limited places available

Senior School Open Evening

Bude Netball Club
Bude Netball Club has started back up!!

Our Senior School Open Evening will be taking place
on Wednesday 22nd September 2021 at 6.00pm.
Children currently in Year 6 are welcome to attend
with parent/guardian to find out about Year 7 entry
in September 2022.

U12's (year 7) 6pm-7pm
U14's (years 8 and 9) 7pm - 8pm
Ladies (year 10+) 8pm - 9.30pm
Training sessions are on Thursdays at Bude
Netball and Tennis Dome.

This will be a fun, informative evening for Year 6 children and parents to tour the Senior School and engage in activities with Senior teachers.
If you would like to join us to explore the Senior
School with us please book your space by visiting
https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/
senior-school-open-evening/

Any enquiries please
email budenetballjuniors@gmail.com and follow
us on Facebook at Bude Netball Club .
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Year 9 Digital Photography

Bus Driver wanted…..
Part-time Mini Bus Driver
We require a part-time mini bus
driver to join our school community. We are
looking for a friendly, personable driver to
transport St Joseph's children aged 5 to 16 to
and from school each day.
This role is for approximately 20 hours per week
for 34 weeks per year (term time only).
The route dependent hours will be
approximately 06:30 – 08:30am and 16:30 –
18:30pm.

If you are interested in finding out more about
this position please contact the school Bursar on
01566 772580 or
bursar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk or complete
the application form, available on the school’s
website..
A D1 license is required for this position.
An enhanced DBS check is required for all posts.
Hazy hot afternoon in the orchard
photographing plant close ups

Closing date: Wednesday 15th September 2021
at 1pm. Please visit the website for the

application form.
Well done Demelza……..

Congratulations to Year 6
pupil Demelza who has
made fantastic progress in
her swimming over the
summer holidays.
She is also a massive fan of
bodyboarding.
Well done Demelza.
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Year 7 Science

Mrs Godwin has been very impressed with her Year 7
Science class this week.

They have
been using red cabbage to make an indicator for use in
their lesson.

Year 2 measuring…….
Year 2 have been practicing measuring using a ruler and metre stick by rolling cars
down a ramp and measuring how far they
went.
They recorded their measurements and
then ordered the cars by the distance they
travelled. Well done Year 2!
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Taking advantage of the lovely weather (earlier this week)……..

Year 3 and 4 PE (above)

Year 9 and 10
Hockey: what a
beautiful day to
play in the September Sunshine. Mrs Gardner was delighted with the children’s efforts
and they had an
enormous
amount of fun
doing so.
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