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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 6 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

Well, as Friday comes around, I am sure you are all heartily bored of 
reading anything I have written given the amount of guidance and 
updates that I have had to send over the course of the week. Anyone 
is very much forgiven for skipping from here to the happy pictures of 
children making the most of a challenging week,  so if you are leaving 
at the end of this paragraph, I bid you farewell and hope you have a 
lovely weekend. 

For those of you persevering with the opening page of this week’s 
newsletter, well done! We have faced some significant challenges over the course of the week, but you 
would not think so listening to the children today, and seeing the glow of the yellow that shows that this 
week Hello Yellow is focusing us on mental health and wellbeing—and if every there was an apposite time to 
do so it is now. 

We must not overlook the impact of the current national, local and school situation on the children, or to 
take their resilience for granted. We had a breakfast conversation about ‘where did coronavirus come from?’ 
today as one of the children posed the question. We tried to answer with that we knew, and trying to ensure 
that we could be factual (as much as is known) while not increasing the worry that children feel. I know this is 
a balancing act that countless parent deal with, and that we are all doing our best.  

I think it is timely to remind ourselves of that: just as through the lockdowns and home-schooling, as with the 
ongoing situation—we are all doing our best, and should remember to reflect on just how far we have come 
as parents, and people, over the past two years.   

I think after this week it has thrown into sharp relief just how important teamwork is—even when teams (of 
the human, not Microsoft variety) go through their inevitable ups and downs. I have been so impressed with 
the staff for adapting as we have had to make changes quickly this week, and to know how much they do for 
the benefit of your children. They are still teaching despite the positive cases in their classrooms, they are 
doing all I could possibly ask to ensure the best outcomes for all those in their care. 

What is remarkable is how adaptable they have shown themselves to be: to be able to provide work for those 
self isolating at short notice, to engage with pupils via Teams, to keep up the focus on ensuring those in front 
of them are happy and engaged. 

So, if you are still reading, I would like to thank you for your support and kid words this week, and through 
the term to date. Those moments mean a great deal to everyone at school, and as teachers are a valuable 
reminder of the power of words, and the power of praise in building the self esteem and confidence of the 
children. As for children, so for adults. 

It is a delight to hear from where I am typing the sounds of Year Three—they have done so much today, and 
Mrs Halliday is ending the day (bravely) with clay modelling of busts to fit with their Roman project. So even 
in a week which can, at times, seem a little tricky, there is always the joy of childhood, always the rainbow, 
and remembering this is a reminder of just how lucky we are to be a part of Team St Jo’s. As Wordsworth 
wrote, The Child is Father to the Man, and on the basis of the children I can hear from my office, there will be 
some very happy adults that these children grow into. 

Hello Yellow to you all, and have a great weekend. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 

My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky: 
So was it when my life began; 
So is it now I am a man; 
So be it when I shall grow old, 
Or let me die! 
The Child is father of the Man; 
And I could wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety.  
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

Well, this has certainly been the week that was.  

Thank you all so much for your support and sensible attitude over all things 
Covid. Thank you particularly to those parents who are lateral flow testing their 
children and those who, once a positive result has been received, are keeping any 
siblings at home. There has been a reintroduction of the more stringent measures to try 
and slow down its spread of Covid in our junior school community and the children 
have taken everything in their stride. As always, I am extremely proud of them and how 
they cope with the changes that are put before them. I know that this is a 
difficult time for everyone but as a team we can prevail.  
 
With the help of Year 5 and 6 we have now finished phase 1 of our Royal Society 
experiment – How can we discourage invasive species from colonising our pond? I am 
looking forward to seeing how the experiment’s results unfold and will be 
sharing the outcomes and process with all the classes in the junior school.  
As you now aware, many of the planned activities for next week have been postponed. 
The Year 4 trip to Golitha falls will now be on the 18th November. The Year 
1 and 2 trip to Launceston castle has yet to be rescheduled. There will be 
no swimming for any class on Friday. However, the good news is that we are still able to 
take KS1 (Reception, Year 1 and 2) on a Cornwall Wildlife Survey Site walk (aka muddy 
walk) on Friday so wellies and waterproofs at the ready please. KS2 (Year5 -6) will take 
part in this next half term.  
 
For next week, can all children please come into school already dressed in their PE kits 
on the days they do PE and games. Please can you also send them in with their school 
uniform just in-case they get wet during the PE lesson.  
 
We will be doing as much as we can outside so waterproofs will be essential next week.  
 
Have a lovely weekend   
 
Best Wishes  
 

Caroline Skerry   
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Today has been very colourful with 'wear yellow' day to raise awareness and funds to support the young 
minds charity. All pupils should be coming home today with a 'CONNECT' card that we have ordered from 
'Headstartcornwall'. The card has a quick and useful link for pupils to access 'Headstartcornwall' and gives 
them ways to find information about wellbeing and mental health, ways to find support, 'free stuff' and 
ways to get involved to have their voice heard. It is specifically for 10 to 16 year olds living in Cornwall and 
has been created by young people for young people. It also has a useful app to download if pupils choose 
to. 

 

In the last week of this half term (where has the time gone!) we look forward to House 'Mastermind' next 
Friday afternoon which will be a great ending to this half term. The Heads of House have been busy 
preparing their House teams and it will be great to seeing the House's work together. 

 
Mrs Toulouse is doing fantastic work for raising awareness for different careers and information. Mrs 
Toulouse and I met to discuss this and the excellent plans she has moving forward. Please encourage your 
son/daughter to keep an eye on their year group Team on Microsoft Teams to see this communication.  

 
I have witnessed more amazing lessons this week, where pupils are attentive and working very hard in 
lessons. The classrooms are calm yet full of engaging conversations to help deepen their knowledge and 
understanding.  
 

A reminder please, for pupils to keep testing twice weekly, or more with Lateral Flow Tests. The DfE advises 
this because as they state, 'Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without 
knowing. This is because they have no symptoms.' Thank you to all for continuing to do this and to help 
keep the spread to a minimum. 

 

We will now no longer require you to send the Lateral Flow Test result to the St Josephs' Covid-19 mailbox. 
This email will be closed. Thank you very much to all the parents for reporting results in the past. We now 
only require to be told of a positive result; if you do have a positive result, please email myself, Mr Scott, 
Mrs Skerry, reception or call the school. 

 

Next Friday, you will receive the first Grade Card of this academic year, where you will be given an effort 
grade and Working at Grade for each subject. We also have Year 11 Parents evening being held remotely 
next Thursday.  

 

I hope you have a relaxing weekend. 

 

Sam Matthews  

 

Deputy Head of School 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  4 

 

 

World Space Week 

This week is World Space Week.  On Monday, Year 5 joined the BBC Live lesson on Space which linked up 
with Professor Brian Cox and other BBC Science presenters.  St Joseph's even got a special mention! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see the lesson again by following the link...Space - Live Lesson - BBC Teach 

Senior Subject 

Wonders of the 

Week 

 

English: Seth Hartigan Year 10 has produced 
some good work in English. His focus has 
been commendable. 

Tom Morcom, Josh Beadle, and Max Quinn 
in Year 11 have been really impressive and 
made some big strides forward in our English 
Language exam preparation. Really pleased 
with the amount they are covering at the 
moment. 

MFL: Ashok Anaspure for excellent work at 
higher level German. 

Chemistry: George Darwell and Libby Davey 
for some excellent Chemistry Chapter 7 En-
ergy Changes revision notes and Catherine 
Tipton for some excellent Chapter 7 Energy 
Changes revision cards (with some help from 
Toad of Toad hall!) 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1 : Hope Pantling and Arthur 

Cann 

 

KS2:  Amy Hazeldine 

 

KS3:  Millie Rose 

 

KS4:  Lila Broughton 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/space-live-lesson/zbt3vwx
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London Marathon News….. 

So after months of fundraising, last Sunday it was finally time to actually get out there and run the     
marathon! I travelled up on Saturday morning on the train for what felt like a day of queuing - dropping 
off kitbags for the finish line and collecting bib numbers, so I was relieved when all of that was done, and 
I could look forward to the run itself. The race was something I'll never forget, and I didn't want it to   
finish. The crowd were incredible, there were DJ's, bands, dancers all on route which I wasn't expecting 
and so much support, it felt like I had come to see them perform more than they came to see the       
runners run! I managed to finish the race in 4 hours 25 minutes, which I was very happy with as I wanted 
to do it less than 4 hours 
30 minutes. I was so   
grateful that I had done 
the required training lead-
ing up to the day, as it did 
just make the race feel like 
a celebration and some-
thing I could enjoy as I had     
prepared well so I was  
confident in knowing that. 
There is always uncertainty 
about those last 5 or 6 
miles as you don't know 
how your body is going to 
react on the day, but 
thankfully I felt good! I 
would encourage you all to 
give it a go one day, it    
really was the best feeling.  

 

As it stands the money 
raised for Whizz-Kidz is 
£6023.80 (over £3000 from 
the school fundraising!) 
which is amazing, however 
there are still donations 
coming in and cheques to 
be cleared which I think 
will mean the total is going 
to be closer to £6500! So a 
huge thank you to all the 
staff, students, and parents 
of St Joseph's for your 
amazing efforts on that 
front! 

 

Mr Brown 

 

The photo is with my running partner Ben, in the last few miles! 
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Some more pictures 

from  our Mini-marathon 

events last week….. 
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KS1 Craft Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 enjoyed the challenge of drawing a bear using only circles this week at craft club. Great ideas        

everyone!  

Year 10 Chemistry 

 

Three -four weeks ago Year 10 produced some copper 
sulphate crystals from the reaction between copper  
oxide (Base) and sulphuric acid.  

 

This is the first of their 8 GCSE Required Practicals. We 
started to grow some of the bigger crystals by tying 
them to a splint and dipping the crystal in a saturated 
solution of copper sulphate. 

 

The copper ions come out of solution and add to the 
crystal hence the growth. The photo is an update of 
how well Barnaby Knight's crystal is growing.  
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Wellbeing Club 

Over the past few weeks in wellbeing club, pupils have been making Guatemalan worry dolls and origami 
boxes to keep them in. According to legend, Guatemalan children tell their worries to the Worry Dolls, 
placing them under their pillow when they go to bed at night. By morning the dolls have gifted them with 
the wisdom and knowledge to eliminate their worries. 
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Year 9 Humanities 

As part of Year 9 Humanities, the students are organising an Election in School. This is a photo Year 9   
Stella in their first lesson with Mr Duff. The campaign officially starts October 13th with Election Day on 
the 19th November. We are really looking forward to it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Autumn Term 2022  

Wednesday 7th September – Thursday 15th December  

(Half-term Monday 24th October – Friday 4th November)  

  

Spring term 2023  

Thursday 5th January – Friday 31st March  

Half- term Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February  

  

Summer term 2023  

Tuesday 25th April – Wednesday 12th July  

Half- term Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd  June   
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Year 9 Maths 

Year 9 have been working hard in Maths this morning. They are creating fete games based on probabil-
ity. Well done Year 9 – great fun and learning! 
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Pop Up Art Event 

Libby is an engaging member of year 11. She had a great time this 

week  asking members of the school to write a note about “how 

they were feeling”, for her large scale art work.  
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Reception Class 

 

This week the reception class are 
thinking about their sense of 
taste and healthy eating. The 
children had lots of fun tasting 
things that were sweet, salty 
sour and bitter. They then made 
fruit kebabs and ate them in the 
‘Healthy Eating Cafe’. 
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Children’s University at 

St Joseph’s School 

Children's University is a      
national initiative which, 
through its programme,       
enables children to attend 
different learning events and 
activities outside of school 
hours. For every activity they 
attend, they get a stamp in 
their ‘passports to learning’. 
These add up to earn bronze, silver and gold certificates. Children are presented with their certificates in 
school and once they reach a gold level (100 hours), they are invited to a 'graduation ceremony' held  
annually to celebrate their achievements. Children can join Children’s University from 5 years old. For 
more information about award levels and events, please look at the Devon & Cornwall Children’s        
University website: www.plym.ac.uk/childrens-university or www.facebook.com/DevonChildUni 

 
There is an online passport as well as a physical passport to keep track of activities. More information 
can be found on the letter sent home to you via the Parent Portal.  

 
Children in KS1, KS2 and KS3 (aged 5 to 14) have been invited to join the Children’s University and have 
had an assembly informing them about the programme. If you would like your child to patriciate please 
complete and return the form on the Parent Portal by Tuesday 12th October. You can scan the form if 
easier to reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

 
We will be applying for their passports next week and we would like to start the programme when we 
return after half term. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the Children’s University please do get in touch. 

 
Junior School Coordinator: anne.bentley@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

Senior School Coordinators: teresa.toulouse@stjosephscornwall.co.uk and 
jo.burt@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 

PTA Meeting 

Please join us for the next PTA meeting on Friday 15th October at 9am. We will be discuss-
ing and organising the Christmas Fayre!  

This meeting will now be held on zoom and not in school. Thank you. 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85232827860?pwd=ZU9XNFJZakVoNkpkMmNRd1ExVEJldz09  

Meeting ID: 852 3282 7860  
Passcode: 6tv9TQ  

http://www.plym.ac.uk/childrens-university
http://www.facebook.com/DevonChildUni
mailto:reception@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:anne.bentley@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:teresa.toulouse@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
mailto:jo.burt@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85232827860?pwd=ZU9XNFJZakVoNkpkMmNRd1ExVEJldz09
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PSHE Corner 

We are joining thousands of schools, offices and communities on Friday, 8 October by   
taking part in #HelloYellow and raising vital funds to support YoungMinds work to support 
young people- let's show them they're not alone with their mental health! 

 

We all struggle with how we're feeling sometimes and it's normal to have ups and downs. 

 

This year might have felt a little more down than up. But it's the little things that have got 
us through it - the morning walks, singing in the shower, the perfect cuppa, that Netflix 
show that got us all buzzing, the bestie who makes you laugh, the teacher who has your 
back. 

 

Saying #HelloYellow this World Mental Health Day is a little thing we can do to make a BIG 
difference to young people's mental health. 

 

Because a little yellow goes a long way! 

 

Please also see the QR code attached which is a video link to a YouTube video 
"we all have mental health" 

 

We All Have Mental Health - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxIDKZHW3-E
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Mellow Yellow 

 

Year 6 have been  enjoying 

some “Hello Yellow”            

mindfulness colouring… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have also been enjoying the day with some lovely yellow accessories………. 

 

Year 8 English 

 

Year 8 take 5 minutes out of essay writing in English to 
complete some desk yoga.  

 

Sam Curtis -  great stretching – you are a yogi in the  
making! 
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Mellow Yellow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have been busy mak-

ing Roman Busts today—

they have worked hard this 

afternoon as part of their 

topic on the Romans. 

Some of them look rather 

menacing!   
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Year 3 and Year 4 have been enjoying  Hello Yellow too! 
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Year 9 students were 
busy making good use 
of the whiteboard to 
bring together ideas 
and questions after 
reading The Woman in 
Black. 
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Wellbeing Club 

 

Mrs Hudson is enjoying getting to know the Years 3 and 4 pupils who attend her Wellbeing Club 
each Tuesday after school. Each week they enjoy different activities focusing on their            
wellbeing and happiness . 
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Year 7 English 

Year 7 have been working on a new approach to      
descriptive writing in English. We have focused on 
working with a photo stimulus and have used a ‘zoom’ 
technique to generate vocabulary, zooming in on    
various elements of the photo and using the senses to 
build a word bank. We’ve worked on this in groups 
this week and next week will work individually on a 
similar task.  



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  22 

 

Using Surface Pros for collaboration 

In English, Year 7 are revisiting descriptive writing. We 
looked at how to describe character in the first couple 
of weeks of term, and now we are looking at describing 
a place. In this lesson we have been working in groups 
and zooming in on parts of an image, in order to de-
scribe that small part in as much detail as possible. 7 
Maris have been using their Surface Pros and Office 365 
to add all their   description to a single document. We 
can watch this   building in real time on the board at the 
front. Hopefully, this will help them see how to put to-
gether a more extended piece of description. 
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Environment Club 

This afternoon, Environment Club had a lovely time in the 
sunshine and fresh air to work collaboratively using autumn 
windfall to create scenes from our favourite stories.    
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Design and Technology in Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have really got to grips with the challenges of design and creation posed by Mrs 

Bentley. They all look so focused and hard working, we can’t wait to see their finished 

designs. Well done Year 2: keep up this excellent approach to your learning. 
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Year 5 and 6 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For their science lesson with Mrs Skerry this week, Years 5 and  6 headed off to the orchard. The classes 
added native plants to the two separate, but identical ponds for part of an ongoing experiment to          
investigate if any invasive species develop and just to see what nature creates!  

Whilst visiting they spotted a ‘Water boatman’ on the surface   
renewing his air supply, before heading back to the bottom of the 
pond. 
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Year 5 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For  

 

 

 

 

Well done Mrs Skerry—what an 

amazing Science lesson looking 

at the effects of air pressure! 
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Year 7 Computing 

Year 7 have been busy putting together their news programs in Computing lessons this week.  The two 
teams are presenting news stories on password security and digital footprints as part of their E-Safety 
work. 

Year 8 German 

 

 
 

The Year 8 German 
class enjoyed practising 
sentences about their 
hobbies and playing 
“Stein, Papier, 
Schere” (Rock, paper, 
scissors) to “win” Ger-
man sentences off each 
other ... Well done to 
Chloe, who managed to 
win six sentences. 


