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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 10 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

As the end of Friday draws near and the time to jump from my seat and dash to the gate to allow traffic into the playground 

(and off the hill) draws near, I find myself with mixed emotions following a conversation with some of the girls at the upper 

end of the school that I was fortunate enough to have just this lunchtime. I was fortunate because the remarkable young 

people with whom I was speaking felt able to knock on my door and talk on very sensitive subjects, but also because their 

strength of character demonstrated just what it is about this job we do in schools that matters, and why listening to the 

voices of young people is so important. What they have to say genuinely matters, and allows those of us who feel 

increasingly long in the tooth to see the world from their perspective. This may not always be easy listening, but it is 

essential listening. 

Owing to so many factors, the issue of harassment, objectification of women and girls and of inequality—whether sexual, 

racial,  based on religion or belief, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, age, disability or any other factor is high on the 

national, and school, agenda. This matters, because it matters. It is not just another political football—even the most cursory 

glance at Everyone’s Invited or the Ofsted Review will tell you that. Talking to the girls with whom I spoke today 

demonstrated the prevalence of the harassment teenagers face in the wider world,  and the difficulties they can feel when 

speaking to people about this. What I understand from my experiences is that as adults, as teachers, and as parents, what 

we can do is make time to listen, and not to minimise the experiences they have as they grow up. 

Unfortunately, there is very little we  as a school can do to change the wider world into which they will enter, but what we 

can do is make the school a place where we model the behaviours we want these young people to adopt, that we create a 

culture where all members of the school community are committed to a zero tolerance approach, where our school values 

are enshrined in all we do, where parents sign up to those values and we all understand the behaviour expected of teachers 

and pupils and all members of our school community. 

It is a difficult world where a bright, intelligent, positive girl not yet even of A Level age says that harassment and 

objectification is so common outside of school that they didn’t think there was any point in speaking about it. Even when 

that same person says that St Joseph's has done so much for them, and how nice the boys here are. Every one of us as a role 

to play in ensuring that voice, and every voice, is heard, and that even if we can occasionally feel a little more remote from 

our teenage years than we would like, that we all instil the right values into these young people. 

There is no doubting the joy to be had in the everyday: I have loved playing tag with some of the reception class at lunch, 

with hearing the Christmas production rehearsals, with the fixtures, the fun, the sparkles (WOW Junior girls have lots of 

sequins today!) the school elections, the football, the art, the transition afternoons, the cooking and creating that I have 

seen this week. But I shall go into the weekend most impressed with the four young people with whom I spoke at lunchtime, 

and for that I can just say thank you to them. 

With best wishes,  

Oliver Scott 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ofsted+review+of+sexual+abuse+in+schools&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB766GB767&oq=ofsted+rev&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0i512l9.5631j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 

It has been another busy week in the junior school. Year 3 wrote stories based on the book I’ll Take you 

to Mrs Cole!, the Reception class listened to Mr Summers read them The Bear Who Was Afraid of the 

Dark and then discussed how they felt about the dark, Year 5 made factor pillars using their knowledge 

of multiplication tables , Year 6 began investigating electricity and how it is affected by increased 

components, cells and breaks in the circuit and Year 2 have been practicing their spellings and sorting 

verbs into the present and past tense.  

Year 4 spent Thursday morning at Golitha Falls studying the River Fowey, as it makes its way through the 

ancient oak woodland of Draynes Wood in a series of spectacular cascades and waterfalls.  

Next week, Year 1 are visiting St Thomas’ Church, Launceston to meet the Reverend Alison Hardy who 

will be showing them around the church and sharing a Christmas Story Box. Year 5 have visitors from 

Cornwall Sea to Stars coming into school to run a workshop and, weather permitting, guide them with 

some stargazing down in the outdoor area.  

On Saturday, it is the PTA Christmas Fayre. This is always a brilliant event. The junior choir will be singing 

carols and it is a great opportunity to catch up with friends, have a sneaky mince pie or two and finally 

finish the Christmas shopping with locally sourced products.   

We are planning to perform the KS1 (Reception to Year 2) Christmas production on the afternoon of the 

6th of December and the KS2 (Year 3 – Year 6) Christmas production on Thursday 9th December in the 

evening. To allow us to reduce the numbers in the hall for each performance, we will also be inviting 

parents to the KS2 dress rehearsal which will be on Wednesday December the 8th in the morning.  A 

brand-new recording system has been installed in the school hall so both performances will also be live 

streamed.  We ask that each family only books 2 seats for their child’s performance, as we do need to 

be careful of the numbers, we have in our school hall at any one time. We will be asking parents to 

lateral flow test prior to attending the performance, not to attend if they have any Covid symptoms, to 

sanitise hand on entry to the school and to wear a face mask.  

Please be mindful, that if your child is not well enough to go swimming, they may not be well enough to 

be in school.  

As the weather continues to get colder and wetter, please ensure the children have the appropriate 

clothing , as always, we will be outside for play and lunchtimes whatever the weather.   

Have a wonderful weekend.  

  

 

Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

Another week flies by and we move ever closer to December. There have been many sport fixtures this week. 
Fixtures are so beneficial to pupils and great to see after so much time of restrictions! I look forward to seeing 
team sheets on the foyer TV screen which PE will be displaying on there from now on; this will save lots of paper. 
Thanks to the combined English and Art trip and all staff that gave Year 9 a great day out. This morning I carried 
out my learning walks that I always love to do, it gives me a great insight into the teaching and learning that takes 
place. Lessons were very productive and extremely calm, even with all the spotty and sparkly items of clothing!  

The new tables for the Biology lab finally arrived on Thursday. They are a great addition to improve the teaching 
and learning environment and thank you to Year 11 pupils that helped carry them in so they could have the first 
lesson with them installed. 

Please can parents remind pupils to check their school email accounts as this is an important communication tool. 
As continue to live with Covid-19, where we were more lenient with uniform aspects, we will now be raising our 
expectations with this. To aid this I have snipped a useful description from the parent pupil handbook that is on 
our website. 

'Behaviour and appearance  

Pupils are expected to maintain the highest standard of behaviour both in school and outside. This is equally 
important when travelling to and from school. Pupils are representing the school whenever they are in uniform, or 
on a school trip out of uniform. Parents are asked to see that their children's uniform complies with regulations 
and is clean and in good repair. Hair must be kept tidy. Please see the school’s behaviour policy for further 
information. Girls and boys are expected to have their hair tied back and off the face if it is below collar length. 
Unconventional styles and dyed or bleached hair are unacceptable. Navy blue or black scrunchies/ hair bands / 
slides may be worn. Should pupils not comply with school rules on appearance then they may be excluded from 
school until the matter of concern is addressed. Jewellery for girls and boys is restricted to one plain stud in each 
ear and they may also wear a simple chain with a small pendant.' 

As we reflect on anti-bullying week, it is important that we continue to look out for any signs of this and offer 
support. I know we do this incredibly well at St Joseph's, however, please do let your son's/daughter's tutor know 
if you have any concerns. As ever, next week is full of many activities and events; we have Year 9 parents evening 
on Wednesday; it's the final week before our Winter exams start for all Year groups on Monday 29th November. 
There are also further sport fixtures to look forward to on Tuesday and Thursday, plus Year 11 have a trip to 
iBounce on Friday. We then look forward to the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 27th.  

I would like to draw your attention to the below mental health and wellbeing information and tips: 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

Start Now Cornwall have developed a ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing Challenge’ for school aged children. Check out the 
information from the website below to find out more about this exciting initiative. ‘When you're busy with being 
back at school it can be easy to forget to look after YOU! Take our 5 Ways Challenge to improve your wellbeing and 
be on top form for the school year ahead!’ 

‘When you're busy with being back at school it can be easy to forget to look after YOU! Take our 5 Ways Challenge 
to improve your wellbeing and be on top form for the school year ahead!’ 

https://www.startnowcornwall.org.uk/five-ways-to-wellbeing/5-ways-challenge/ 

Children in Need I am sure will be a great ending to this week.  

I hope you have an enjoyable weekend. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

https://www.startnowcornwall.org.uk/five-ways-to-wellbeing/5-ways-challenge/
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Ten Tors training 

On Sunday 14th November we finally returned to Dartmoor for our first training walk in around 22 
months! 12 pupils from year 9 and 10 walked very well to complete the route. We were very lucky with 

glorious weather giving us perfect walking conditions! We also held a minute silence to mark our remem-
brance for those that have served in the armed forces. Well done to all pupils! 
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 Senior Subject      

Wonders of the Week 

Chemistry: Year 11 Set 2 for working so hard on   Titra-
tion Calculations. 

Year 11 Set 3 for 'being on it' during an Electrolysis revi-
sion lesson especially Thomas Morcom. 

Excellent Chapter 5 test result for Martha Weymouth. 

Excellent Chapter 5 revision notes from Seth Hartigan, 
Jack Joshua, Kelly Lam, Rosalyn Tucker, Elizabeth 
Headon. 

English: Tom Greet - really changed gear this week in 
English Literature. Leading the discussion and churning 
out quality analysis. Brilliant. 

MFL: Max Lacey for making excellent effort in the prep-
aration for the French speaking exam. 

Music:  Jude Bunyard for showing real determination 
and perseverance whilst working on his Chord           
sequence composition and the keyboard performance 
task. 

Computer Science: Joshua Biggadike for some great 
work and enthusiasm in Computer Science. 

PE:  Jude Bunyard for PE, due to being having a great 
attitude at the fixture yesterday, helpful, positive and 
respectful!  

Religion and World Views:  Year 7 – excellent attempts 
at writing some biblical vocabulary in the Greek alpha-
bet! Jasper Pearce for noticing that the French eglise 
derives from the Greek Ekklesia.   

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: Thomas Frame 

 

KS2:  Lewik Bacon 

 

KS3:  Evie Mogford 

 

KS4:  Libby Davey and Harvey Holmes 

Scrapbooks 
Year 10 are beginning to study some of the Power and Conflict poetry 
that will be part of their English Literature GCSE. To help consolidate 
their knowledge of the poems, students are creating scrapbooks which 
combine textual analysis and imagery. Some of them are beautiful! 
Here are some of my favourites: 
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Reception Class Moon Printing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week the            
reception class 

made an exciting 
visit to the senior 
art room. Whilst 

upstairs, Mrs 
Green taught the 
children how to 

print moons.  
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Year 6 transition  

Year 6 enjoyed an afternoon in the Senior School last week. Split into groups they had the opportunity to 
try Textiles with Mrs Grigg creating fantastic artwork from foam and paint (very messy fun). They then 

switched and headed to the DT room to build and test bridges with Mr Hurdwell which showed their bril-
liant teamwork skills and competitiveness! Well done Year 6.  
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Year 3 Museum Visit 

Last week Year 3 went to the  Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro and did all things Roman! 

We looked at a range of artefacts that have been discovered from Roman times and tried to identify what 
they were and what they might have been used for. We had to wear gloves when touching the objects 

and be extra careful with them. Afterwards we each made a Roman oil lamp from clay. It was great fun! 
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Careers 

Kelly Lam in Year 10 recently undertook some Work Experience in Law through Springpod 
(available through the Careers - Year 10 Teams pages). Here’s what she wrote about her               
experience. 

Law work experience 

I recently completed a course on Springpod for law work experience. During the course we had a vari-
ety of things to do including case studies, lessons, videos to watch and other different tasks as well as 
live webinars to attend in which we were able to ask practising lawyers questions directly. We were 
taught how to interact with clients, pick out key information in a case study, find key points needed in 
a contract, how to apply the law to different situations etc. This course has furthered my understand-
ing on law as an industry as well as a career and has helped me developed my analytical skills. There 
was also a forum in which people taking the course could talk and share ideas as well as ask for ad-
vice. The application was fairly easy and the course itself was designed to fit your schedule due to its 
flexible nature. Overall, I found the experience quite interesting and it would be beneficial to anyone 
considering or curious about law. 
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Reception and Year 1 Outdoor School 

Reception and Year 1 had a great time at Outdoor School learning all about hedgehogs. We shared a story 
all about Hodge the hedgehog and how hedgehogs hibernate for the winter. We then made our own 

hedgehogs from autumnal leaves.  
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PSHE Corner 

This week celebrates Antibullying week. Pupils have focused on this during tutor time this week         
identifying what bullying might look like, the impact our actions have on others and what to do if they 
see or experience bullying.  We all have the power to make decisions about how we treat each other. 
Everybody makes mistakes. Everybody will make a bad decision at some point. What is most important is 
that we always reflect on how those bad decisions effect people – it is never too late to show someone 
kindness. The smallest of actions can make a big difference to how someone’s day goes. Although your 
actions may not always seem like they have impact, the smallest of kind actions can spark a chain         
reaction! 

Bullying and cyberbullying | Childline  

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/bullying-cyberbullying/
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Pre-Prep Story Time Club 

We read Emma Jane Aeroplane and looked at where we wanted to go if we could fly anywhere.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Prep Ballet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our KS1 ballerinas have been enjoying their ballet lessons with Mrs Brice. 
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U16 ISA Football 

 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s under 16 football team performed brilliantly, going unbeaten and finishing 2nd overall at 
the Regional ISA u16 football 6 a side held at Kingsley. There was some excellent football played and 
plenty of goals scored including a 6-0 win in one fixture where Ben Hunt starred with a hat trick and 
Callum Brown scored the goal of the day. Well done to the team - Zack Hopkins, Rob Rosevear, Dan 

Altaan, Will Tippet, George Darwell, Ben Hunt and Callum Brown.  

Year 8 PE 

Year 8 tried their hand at a brand new sport in PE this week and learned the rules of Gaelic Football. 
Gaelic Football uses a wide variety of skills from other sports and the year 8 cohort enjoyed putting their 

skills to the test!  
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Year 7 and 8 Football 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 boys travelled to Holsworthy on Thursday afternoon. They played 6 games against Holsworthy with 
mixed results but the experience was great for all the students involved. Many experiencing a competitive football 

match against another school for the fire time! The games were played in great spirit with the boys showing a  
positive and resilient attitude, well done to all!  

 

Covid-19 important information  

• If your son/daughter has one of the main symptoms of Covid-19 (high temperature; a new, continuous cough; 
loss/change of taste or smell), they should isolate and get a PCR test, not a lateral flow. 

• Please continue to test pupils twice weekly with a lateral flow test 

• If a member of your household tests positive, we would appreciate you keeping non-positive members at 
home as well please. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 
your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal 

What to do if you have symptoms 

If you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, even if they're mild: 

1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have COVID-19 as soon as possible. 

2.     Stay at home and do not have visitors (self-isolate) until you get your test result – only leave your home to 
have a test. Check if people you live with need to self-isolate. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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Team sheets and details for next week’s sporting fixtures:  

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Rugby Kit should be worn for Rugby and gumshields are needed. Gum shields  are 

available to purchase from Reception if needed. 
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Year 4 Trip to Golitha Falls 

Year 4 went to Golitha Falls where we       
developed our map reading and orienteering 
skills, learned about tin mining in the area 
and the use of the river as a part of that and 
built rafts out of natural materials  robust 
enough to stay assembled as they travelled 
through the falls downriver.    
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BE A SECRET SANTA FOR LOCAL 
CHILDREN THIS CHRISTMAS 

Last year thousands of gifts were         
donated and given to children around 
Cornwall, and now it's time to do it all 
again! 

Please buy an extra gift for Mission Christmas if you 
can, and we'll make sure that it gets to a                   
disadvantaged child so they'll wake up to a visit from 
Santa on Christmas morning. All gifts should be new 
and unwrapped, and you can take them to our      
drop-off points across Cornwall. Check out the map 
below to find your nearest. 
 
Gift applications are also now open for organisations supporting local families. Please 
note we can't accept applications from individuals. 
 
You can also donate online, by text or sign up to fundraise! 
 
Thank you for helping the local children that need it most this Christmas, in partnership 
with Shield Services Group. 

A box for      

donated items 

has been set 

up in the Main 

Office. 

https://xd.wayin.com/display/container/dc/b42a36f9-fd44-4ebf-82ab-00c082d7b964/details?mode=responsive#map
https://xd.wayin.com/display/container/dc/b42a36f9-fd44-4ebf-82ab-00c082d7b964/details?mode=responsive#map
https://www.cashforkidsgive.co.uk/mission-christmas/cornwall/
https://www.shieldservicesgroup.com/
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Upcycling Club 

 

There is a hive of industry in Upper Key Stage 2 Upcycling club this afternoon as we started to embellish 
our hoodies using either fabric pens or paints.    
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Christmas Gingerbread House Kits 

 

Our Charities Prefect, Harvey Holmes will be selling Gingerbread House Kits at the 
Christmas Fayre on 27th November.   

 

All proceeds from these kits will be going to our school charity  

 

Children’s Hospice South West. 

 

The kits are priced at £8.00 and are perfect for the festive season and can be made 
by adults and children alike.  

 

The kit comes with everything you need including all ingredients apart from butter and 
few extra sweeties for decoration, instructions, a template for the house, a wooden 

spoon, square base to display your house on, a battery operated tea light and a mixing 
bowl.  

 

 

 
Please pre-order your Gingerbread House kit as there will only be 20 available 
at the Christmas Fayre.  Orders can be emailed to deputychairgov@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

mailto:deputychairgov@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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