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PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
This week has been another example of St Jo’s at its finest, with fixtures, fun, rehearsals, stargazing, exam preparation,
Christmas Fayre build-up, Christmas tree decorating, raffle prize collecting, barrow of booze filling, prospective parent
meeting, Eco-Council assembly watching, Junior School swimming and so much more besides. All this without even
mentioning Aladdin and Nativity rehearsals—both of which are going very well indeed.
While all of the above form part of the wonders of a week at St Joseph’s, there are other aspects of the school experience
that sometimes require us to step back and consider what we can change, what we can do to make the school more
forward facing, and to ensure we remain relevant to all of our pupils and parents.
In this spirit we have had extensive discussions recently with staff and listened to pupil feedback and have decided as a
leadership team that we wish to make some changes to the school uniform that we intend to have in place for the start of
January.
Key to these will be the move from a ‘girls’ and ‘boy’s’ uniform to a ‘trousers’ or ‘skirt’ uniform—and either option will be
able to be worn by pupils. We are intending to offer this option from January, and I would welcome parental feedback.
There is no need for parents to purchase anything additional: current uniform remains appropriate for all pupils and this is
just an option for those children and families wishing to take it.
What this will mean is that pupils will choose EITHER the ‘trousers’ uniform OR the ’skirt’ uniform, with no ‘mix and match’
option between the two. This means that a pupil wishing to wear the trousers uniform will need to have a button up shirt,
and a school tie, as well as the tailored grey trousers that are part of this uniform option. Trousers are key: anyone
choosing this option will need proper grey tailored school trousers—not leggings or anything similar. These can be either
those sold as boys trousers, or something like this or this or this.
We will provide further information and detail next week when we have heard back from any parents who wish to let
myself, Mrs Skerry or Mr Matthews know their thoughts. We are also looking to provide the option of PE shorts to all
pupils, so those wishing to wear these in place of skorts have this option also.
What is important is that we maintain the standards and traditions that contribute to the ethos that is part of what makes
St Joseph’s special, but also that we properly reflect the society in which we live, and that all pupils are provided with
appropriate choices that are best for them. Pupils will not need to commit to one uniform or the other: the skirt uniform
and the trousers uniform are both open to everyone. Through uniform to diversity.
And so to the Christmas Fayre—I’m off to help set up trees, raffles, and the festive barrow of booze—some traditions
remain unchanged, and all the better for it. Thank you so much for your donations, and I look forward to seeing many of
you on Saturday.
With best wishes,
Oliver Scott
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Dear Junior School Parents,

As we hurtle toward December at a rate of knots, I am filled with excitement at the prospect of the
Junior School Christmas plays. Listening to all the children practicing their songs in their music lessons
on a Monday is a wonderful way to begin the week (I am blessed to have my office above the Junior
Music Room) and watching them rehearse their lines and perfect their stagecraft in the hall throughout
the week is truly inspiring. I am sure you cannot wait to see the productions in the penultimate week of
term and I know the children certainly cannot wait to share what they have achieved with you. A letter
has gone out explaining the processed involved for both productions this year via email.
We are delighted to be participating in the Santa run on December 13th. This was
a huge amount of fun last year and it was brilliant seeing all the juniors joining in from
Reception to Year 6. Please encourage your children to take part and actively get involved
in collecting sponsorship. It is such a good way for them to be a global citizen and is a
brilliant local charity to support.
Today is the last swimming session for this term. For many of our children, this was the first time that
they had experienced school swimming and I am very aware that this has been a challenge for some of
our younger pupils. Historically, the teachers at St Josephs have run the
swimming sessions themselves, however the swimming pool’s current policy is to have their coaches
teaching. Our staff are either poolside or in some cases in the water supporting our less able swimmers.
We are working closely with GL, the group who now run Launceston swimming pool, to make this an
even more positive experience for all our children.
Thank you to the school council for their invaluable help with the school uniform Junior
School questionnaire that they wrote and then ensured all children in the junior school had
chance so have input into. It is invaluable to have ideas, thoughts and opinions from all the
children in our school and our school council members are great representative for their
classes.
We are running the House Christmas Tree Competition again this year. The children need to make a
decoration in their houses colour at home and then put it onto the appropriate tree in the school foyer.
The trees will then be judged and house points awarded. Last year there were some fabulous
decorations and I am really looking forward to seeing what terrific trimmings the trees are adorned
with this year.
Have a lovely weekend
Best wishes
Caroline Skerry
Junior Head
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Dear Senior School Parents,

We have had another busy week in school, where pupils have been preparing for their exams predominantly in
lessons. We have had equipment checks in the KS3 assembly to help them be ready for their exams. There were
several pupils without all the correct equipment, and as Mrs Gardner told them, that means learning time is lost
in the lesson when the equipment is needed and can cause panic before an exam. Please do help support pupils
with having the correct equipment, this includes PE kit. Being prepared not only helps them in lessons but is a
valuable life skill of being prepared and organised. We do have stationery for sale in the office. A little help with
their organisation at home will really help them in school and also help them become more independent.
We held our Year 9 parents evening this week and I hope that parents of Year 9 now have been informed of their
child's progress both academically and pastorally. We have again had many fixtures at school which really does
bring so much more normality to the school day, and you can really see the positive effects that the fixtures give
to pupils.
I look forward to the Christmas Fayre tomorrow and I am sure it will be an exciting day that will help get us into
the Christmas spirit as December approaches. We look forward to celebrating Christmas in school with many
varying activities and House events, plus our trip to Eden. I will update you with details of these arrangements in
the coming week.
In the meantime, all Seniors have their exams next week. Staff are doing all they can to support pupils and will
continue to do so next week. Staff and particularly tutors have been supporting pupils with their organisation
and revision strategies. As I say to pupils, the exams are important, but they serve as good practice for pupils to
get used to the exam environment, particularly for the younger year groups, and by the time they come to Year
11, they have been through the process a number of times. I have been very impressed with pupils' attitudes
toward revision; a special mention to Year 7 who were so focussed in Geography when we discussed their
revision strategies. Exams are a way to demonstrate what pupils have learnt, and importantly what they can
improve upon after. As always, please speak to your child's tutor if you have concerns if your child is feeling
anxious.
With all our wellbeing, please encourage your child and for you as parents, to remember to talk to others, as this
will help you process situations. If you hold a glass of water all day, it will get heavier and heavier; you would
have to put the glass down; it's the same with keeping things to ourselves, remember to put the glass down,
remember to share the load.
Thank you for your help with uniform from Mr Scott's letter this week, pupils already look so much smarter. I am
really pleased that moving forward we should be able to move to a 'Trouser' and 'Skirt' uniform from January as
Mr Scott has mentioned in this newsletter.
Please could you buy re-useable masks so that we can help with the environment, as in Mr Scott has mentioned
previously, we are going through a worrying number of masks. We will now be charging 50p for a mask where
profits will go to charity.
We have our second Ten Tors training walk on Sunday, and hope the weather holds for another clear day of
walking!

I hope that you have a pleasant weekend.

Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 3

Senior Subject Wonders of the
Week
Chemistry: Excellent Chapter 5 test results for Elizabeth
Headon, Zack Hopkins, Kelly Lam and Rosalyn Tucker

Key Stage Stars of the Week
KS1: Beatrix Andrews

Well done to Year 11 Set 1 and 2 for working so well in
the very difficult Moles chapter.
English: James Tippet - pleasing work preparing for the
English exam. Great improvement in effort and
attainment.

KS2:

Wiremu Robinson

Also, Charlotte Sandercock - a fantastic piece of
KS3: All Year 7 and 8 boys for their fantastic
descriptive writing. Beautifully phrased sentences,
sophisticated vocabulary, thoughtfully structured. GCSE performance in the sports fixture against Kingsley this
week.
level at Year 7.
French: Year 4 were all superstars showing excellent
skills as translators in their French lesson this week!
History: Year 9 History Ella Hodgson, Bella Robinson,
Tobias Stoppard empathetic and moving letters from
the trenches as part of the first World War topic.

KS4:

Tom Roddy and Ben Laatz for leading on the Year
11 musical performance assembly. The boys initiated and
organised the assembly - great leadership, well done.

Erin Dickson, Shannon Uglow, Jack Matthews, Evie
Mogford for the quality and depth of their Schlieffen
Plan essays.

Early Buses

Election News

Please be aware that there will be
early buses on Thursday 9th
December due to the KS2
Christmas production…….

Monday saw the count which was handled
fairly and under observation by the election
team. The results were an overwhelming win
by Amare taking 57 % of the vote. The
turnout was an amazing 89% which is way
above the average at a General Election.
Thank you to the school for supporting this
terrific learning experience for Year 9 who
engaged in this activity as part of their
Humanities course in Politics.

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 4

Year 1 Art

Year 1 have been
Inspired by the artist
Andy Warhol this
week. They have been
using bright colours to
enhance a very famous
picture of Queen
Victoria. Great fun!

Pudsey Bandana Winners

Here are the winners of the ‘design a bandana’ for Pudsey competition with their designs and prizes - a
St Joseph’s bear complete with its own sparkly bandana!
Big thanks to Maia and Carson (our Junior School Charity prefects) for their idea and organisation of the
competition. The competition raised £21.50 for Children in Need!
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Junior School Poster Competition
The junior charity prefects organised a poster competition to design an eyepatch for Pudsey Bear.

KS 1 Winners
1st place—Reuben Phipps Y1
2nd place—Molly Wilson Y2
3rd place—Kerenza Maguire Y1

KS2 Winners
1st place—Jake Godwin Y6
2nd place Megan Scott Y4
3rd place Demelza Hallett Y6

Well done to everyone who
entered .
The competition raised
£21.50
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Year 9 Gothic Horror Trip

Year 9 had a fantastic trip to Bodmin Jail and
Roche Rock last week as part of their Gothic
Horror Writing module in English. We were
given a tour of the jail by our guide Jess who was
able to delight us with macabre tales and amaze
us with her historical insights. We then visited
Roche Rock which has its own spooky history
and imposing presence. Photography students
produced some great photographs for us to
work with in creative writing.
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Year 2 Shapes

This week, the children in Year 2 have been learning
about shapes.
On Tuesday, they used geoboards to create and describe both regular and irregular 2D shapes.
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Reception Class News……

This week the Reception Class
have been thinking about the
way we celebrate birthdays. On
Wednesday the children made
their own mini birthday cakes.
Mrs Sandercock, Mrs Barton,
Jodie and Nicky were kind
enough to let us use the school
kitchen. It was lovely to see
where are school lunches are
made. We ended the school day
on Wednesday with a reading of
Kippers Birthday accompanied
by our delicious cakes!
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Year 3 Outdoor School
Year 3 investigated ‘Fascinating Fungi’ around the orchard. Before we set off, we talked about how to stay
safe by not touching or picking anything we found.

We were able to identify several
different types around the
site - some were very big! To
finish we sketched the one we
found to be most interesting by
doing some close observational
drawings.
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PSHE Corner
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PSHE Corner
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PSHE Corner

St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page 13

On Friday 19th November, Year 10 spent the day in a PSHE
theme day 'Planning for my future'. Throughout the day
pupils focused on a range of learning outcomes
such evaluating strengths and interests in relation to
career development and strategies for overcoming
challenges or adversity.

PSHE Corner

They also had two guest speakers visit them to talk about their career paths they followed: Katherine
Flashman Kitson (a solicitor) and Duncan Tilley (an ex-Navy officer.) The pupils enjoyed hearing their
stories, asking them questions and looking at lots of Duncan’s navy possession including a ceremonial
sword!
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Year 5 PSHE

Early Buses
Please be aware that there
will be early buses on
Thursday 9th December due
to the KS2 Christmas
production…….
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Upbeat Assembly
Year 11 shared some songs for an upbeat assembly on Thursday morning. A massive thank you to our
drummers, guitarists and singers; Ben, Tom, Sapphire, Rosenwynn, Daisy and Lucas. Well done to you all
for organising yourselves and pulling together such a great performance.
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Sports Fixtures …...Under 9 Netball

Our U9 Netball teams had a brilliant afternoon yesterday as they played in their first matches this term.
It was great to welcome Shebbear College. Both teams played well and grew in confidence as the
afternoon progressed. Well done all !

Team Sheets for next week
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Sports Fixtures …...Rugby

The fixtures are coming thick and fast for the students at St Joseph's and on Thursday we hosted a year 7
and 8 rugby fixture against Kingsley School. The afternoon was split into touch rugby and then a 12 a-side
contact game. The fixture encapsulated everything
that is great about sport and physical education.
The atmosphere was really positive with students
from both schools playing with great determination
and passion but also with huge respect for one
another. This was the first experience of a rugby
match for many students, and they showed
amazing skill, bravery and resilience. We could not
have asked for more from the boys as a PE
department and they done themselves and the
school proud. Well done year 7 and 8 boys!
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Year 7 Geography
Year 7 produced excellent poems describing
the Isle of Skye as part of our landform work.
Well done all, here is a sample of some:
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BE A SECRET SANTA FOR LOCAL
CHILDREN THIS CHRISTMAS
Last year thousands of gifts were
donated and given to children around
Cornwall, and now it's time to do it all
again!
Please buy an extra gift for Mission Christmas if you
can, and we'll make sure that it gets to a
disadvantaged child so they'll wake up to a visit from
Santa on Christmas morning. All gifts should be new
and unwrapped, and you can take them to our
drop-off points across Cornwall. Check out the map
below to find your nearest.
Gift applications are also now open for organisations supporting local families. Please
note we can't accept applications from individuals.
You can also donate online, by text or sign up to fundraise!
Thank you for helping the local children that need it most this Christmas, in partnership
with Shield Services Group.

A box for
donated items
has been set
up in the Main
Office.
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Christmas Gingerbread House Kits
Our Charities Prefect, Harvey Holmes will be
selling Gingerbread House Kits at the Christmas
Fayre on 27th November.
All proceeds from these kits will be going to
our school charity
The kit comes with everything you need including
all ingredients apart from butter and few extra
sweeties for decoration, instructions, a template
for the house, a wooden spoon, square base to
display your house on, a battery operated tea
light and a mixing bowl.
There will be 20 available to buy at the
Christmas Fayre tomorrow, priced at £8.00 but
if we run out, Harvey would be happy to take
orders for delivery next week.
The house pictured has been made by Louise Holmes and she has kindly donated it to
be auctioned via a sealed bid at the Christmas Fayre tomorrow.
All the moneys taken for the kits will go to Children’s Hospice South West.

Covid-19 important information
• If your son/daughter has one of the main symptoms of Covid-19 (high temperature; a new, continuous cough;
loss/change of taste or smell), they should isolate and get a PCR test, not a lateral flow.
•

Please continue to test pupils twice weekly with a lateral flow test

• If a member of your household tests positive, we would appreciate you keeping non-positive members at
home as well please.
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are:
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or
things smell or taste different to normal
What to do if you have symptoms
If you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, even if they're mild:
1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have COVID-19 as soon as possible.
2. Stay at home and do not have visitors (self-isolate) until you get your test result – only leave your home to
have a test. Check if people you live with need to self-isolate.
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