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2021/2022
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
What a short, but busy week that was, and how lovely it is to welcome everyone back to St Jo’s after what I
hope was a relaxed and enjoyable Christmas and New Year for you all.
Having started back with an INSET day, it was a very productive use of staff time and to see everyone before
children returned on Wednesday. In between the staff meetings, we also had sessions focusing on Quality First
teaching, and how to meet the needs of all learners in the classroom, as well as revisiting our Able Gifted and
Talented provision, and a session on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.
It was great to see how all staff engaged in all we were doing, and everyone’s focus on ensuring our provision
remains as inclusive as possible—and by that I mean inclusive in its widest sense—that supporting those with
SEN means excellent provision for all learners, that stretching the most able also needs to allow opportunities
for all children to access higher level work, and that we, as a school, are inclusive of all children, and celebrate
their differences, whatever those differences may be.
All of which meant we were very ready to welcome pupils back on Thursday, even if we were once again testing
all Seniors as they came back to school in the hastily set up test site in the hall. It was very good to see that we
had no positive lateral flow tests, and thanks must go to all those who helped with the testing, but also to
parents and pupils for testing prior to school returning.
We must remain vigilant to the dangers of infection in school, and will continue to do so. Thank you also all
those who have participated in the national vaccination rollout and so enabled us to be where we are, even in
the face of this wave of Omicron. Watching ITV news and hearing the words of Dr Stuart Dickson with regards
numbers of unvaccinated patients on his ward in Derriford really brings this home. We must not forget the
ongoing daily pressures those working in this incredibly difficult situation are facing, and all must do all we can
to look after ourselves and therefore relieve this pressure.
I have no doubt we are looking at a fun filled and action packed term—and we are already in a far better place
than 12 months ago because we are open, and we are together as a school on site. If we can keep it that way
through testing, vaccinations and working with the protocols we have in place that will mean we can, together,
give ourselves the best possible chance to reduce disruption and to make sure your children enjoy the very best
there is of life at St Joseph’s as we look towards Spring and as days slowly lengthen.
Best wishes,
Mr Scott.
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Dear Junior School Parents,
Happy New Year to you all. I was acutely aware that 2022 had already exceeded 2021, as
we welcomed the children back into school yesterday morning. This is a trend that I hope will continue
throughout the rest of the year and makes 2022 a year to fondly remember.
This term we will be focusing on how the junior children present themselves around school. Our
behaviour and appearance can affect how we feel about ourselves and influence how successful we
are in everything we do, so it is of paramount importance that our standards are as high as possible.

Uniform
There is now the opportunity to come to school in either the trouser or skirt uniform. These uniforms
must be adhered to fully. I am aware that there are still issues with the uniform pipeline and ask that if
you have not managed to obtain all the components for your child's uniform of choice, that you are
patient, and that they continue to attend school in full uniform, as they were prior to the
Christmas break.
Children need to ensure they come into and leave school in their school blazer, this is optional for
KS1, and school shoes, which are black and polishable, unless they are wearing PE kit, please see details
below. If the weather is inclement, then a navy blue or black waterproof coat is also appropriate.
All children need a spare pair of trainers in school for playtimes so they can go onto the
Astroturf without damaging it.

Outdoor school
All children must always have outdoor school clothing in school. This is used for playtimes, when the
weather is adverse, ‘muddy walks’, outdoor school, and other lessons within the school week. No child
should be excluded from any of these activities, but this may be the only option, if they do not have the
appropriate attire.
PE Kit
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 need their PE kit in school, at all times.
Year 3 and 4 should come into school on their PE day (Monday) in PE kit, with their school uniform in
their PE bag and come into school in uniform with their PE kit in their PE bag ready for Games
afternoon (Wednesday).
Year 5 and 6 should come into school on both Wednesday and Thursday in school uniform, with their
PE kit in their PE bag so they are ready to change in the new changing rooms for PE or Games.
KS1 Clubs
Thank you to all those parents in KS1, who kindly remembered to only book a maximum of 2 afterschool clubs so all children might have the opportunity to take part. KS1 afterschool activities are
always available. I apologise, that I did not make this explicit in the letter that was sent out and applaud
those who were still mindful of this. The club bookings will remain open until Monday. Could I please
ask that you adjust any club bookings as appropriate.
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Swimming
Swimming begins next Friday, January the 14th, for KS1, Year 4 and 5. They will do a 5week block and then KS1, Year 3 and 6 will swim for the following five weeks. Please note there
will be no swimming on March 4th so swimming for the second group will continue until
1st April.
14/01/22
21/01/22
28/01/22
04/02/22
11/02/22

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 18/02/22
Year 4 Year 5
11/03/22
18/3/22
25/3/22
01/03/22

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 Year 3
Year 6

Wadebridge Festival
Your child may have come home with a letter about the Wadebridge Festival. Taking part in the
verse speaking section of the festival is a fantastic opportunity for our children to showcase their
verse speaking skills, step out of their comfort zone and do something that they will be proud of
for years to come. Please can the permission slips be returned to your child's class teacher by
Wednesday 12th January , at the very latest, with the £3.00 entry fee.

Core Values
This term’s core value is equality. At St Joseph's we are committed to
ensuring that every individual has an equal opportunity to make the most of
their lives and talents. As a Junior School, we will be talking to the children
about what equality means in PSHE and assemblies and how it effects
every child in our school. Please do reiterate this message at home.

Have a lovely weekend

Best Wishes

Caroline Skerry
Junior Head
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Dear Senior School Parents,

It has been lovely to see everyone this week after the Christmas
break. Pupils have come back looking refreshed after a busy
Autumn term. This short week will give them a nice reintroduction to school after the festive break before a full week
of school.
Pupils have started in a great manner and are already working
hard in their subjects. There are many activities/events to look
forward to this term and I hope pupils take as many
opportunities as possible. It is great to see ISA events occurring again; having already had the
swimming event, this term sees the return of ISA crosscountry and netball.
Next week we have Year 8 Options Evening on
Wednesday and we look forward to discussing your
son's/daughter's options for Year 9. A letter regarding
this went out before Christmas and there will be a
presentation sent to Year 8 parents shortly.
I hope you have a great weekend.

Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Introducing an occasional newsletter feature: Poetry Corner. This week, a poem chosen by Mr Scott.

January is traditionally a month of new
beginnings, of resolutions made (and
often broken). It is also a month named
after the Roman goddess Janus, a twofaced (or two-headed in some views) deity who faced both backwards and forwards, recalling the past while simultaneously looking ahead to the future. Here,
William Carlos Williams defies the elements in weather that could come from
Cornwall!

January:
Again I reply to the triple winds
running chromatic fifths of derision
outside my window:
Play louder.
You will not succeed. I am
bound more to my sentences
the more you batter at me
to follow you.
And the wind,
as before, fingers perfectly
its derisive music.
William Carlos Williams - 1883-1963
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Year 9 English
Year 9 English have started work on poetry that links to the theme of education. We started the lesson
today empathising with a teacher faced with an unruly class - how would that teacher react? We then
read a poem by Roger McGough that presents a teacher reacting in an extreme way to their classes’
misbehaviour. Have a read of the poem and enjoy our 'comic strip' representations of the poem.
The Lesson—by Roger McGough
Chaos ruled OK in the classroom
as bravely the teacher walked in
the hooligans ignored him
his voice was lost in the din

The first blast cleared the backrow
(where those who skive hang out)
they collapsed like rubber dinghies
when the plug's pulled out

"The theme for today is violence
and homework will be set
I'm going to teach you a lesson
one that you'll never forget"

"Please may I leave the room sir?"
a trembling vandal enquired
"Of course you may" said teacher
put the gun to his temple and fired

He picked on a boy who was shouting
and throttled him then and there
then garroted the girl behind him
(the one with grotty hair)

The Head popped a head round the doorway
to see why a din was being made
nodded understandingly
then tossed in a grenade

Then sword in hand he hacked his way
between the chattering rows
"First come, first severed" he declared
"fingers, feet or toes"

And when the ammo was well spent
with blood on every chair
Silence shuffled forward
with its hands up in the air

He threw the sword at a latecomer
it struck with deadly aim
then pulling out a shotgun
he continued with his game

The teacher surveyed the carnage
the dying and the dead
He waggled a finger severely
"Now let that be a lesson" he said
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Inaugurated in 1925, the Wadebridge Festival has a long and successful history of
providing a platform for Cornish musicians, young and old, to share their passion for both
music and the spoken word; it is a well attended, friendly festival enjoyed by so many.
Over the six day festival, individuals, music ensembles, choirs and schools compete to win
trophies across a range of categories and then perform in the final night's celebratory
concert. Subject to entries, the festival runs from Monday to Saturday inclusive.
The Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech is a member of the British and International
Federation of Festivals as are all adjudicators.
The festival offers over one hundred classes with a wide variety of opportunities to take
part for both adults and children. There are verse speaking classes for every age group,
along with a range of choral groups and instrumental sections from pre Grade 1 piano to
brass ensembles.

“Drama is a life skill that changed me from a stuttering introvert
to a confident individual. We can give our children no better
opportunity.” Jenny Thornton

www.wadebridgefestivalofmusicandspeech.com
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New Year Recycling Solutions

In Year 5 we have been making New Year Recycling Resolutions. We have been exploring the impact of
plastic pollution on our oceans and considering the small steps we can all take to help. What could you
do?

Year 11 English
Year 11 English Literature re-engaged with the text An Inspector Calls through a ranking exercise. Characters were pinned to a line and ranked according to least/most powerful and most important/least important. It caused much discussion between our two groups, boys and girls, as to which character was
situated where and why. Great first lesson back Year 11.
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Parking and site:

1.

Please can we ask that parents do not arrive too early for collection—this means the gates have to
be opened ever earlier in order to alleviate congestion on St Stephen’s hill, and that therefore we
have traffic movement on site when your children will be moving about and coming up from PE.
This puts your children in greater danger because of cars moving where we would not ordinarily
have the gates open.

2.

Please can parents ensure that when the gates are opened, they park close enough to one another
to maximise available parking. Often there is half a car width between vehicles—and the cumulative effect of this is that several cars more that could have fitted in cannot.

3.

Please do park in the staff car park when collecting at 15:35. Staff cars will in most circumstances
not be moving at this time and so parking blocking them in is not ordinarily a problem if you are
collecting children quickly and leaving.

4.

If parking outside the school reception in these bays, please just use one bay per vehicle. We have
had several incidents where cars park across two spaces, whether right on the line between spaces, or across two. This is not advisable when pressure on spaces is high.

5.

Please do give way to cars entering the site if you are exiting. This again relieves pressure on the
hill as we are able to have cars coming in and so reduce congestion.

6.

Please exit and enter the site with caution: the speed limit is 10mph on site, and with small children around and parents entering and exiting cars safety must be the priority.

7.

If possible, please park off site and walk to collect children. This is good for everyone—and has
wonderful health benefits. The co-op car park is more accessible now as there are pedestrian
crossing lights at the exit of the Newport industrial estate, and the walk to school allows you to
cross the lovely ancient packhorse bridge, pass the prior ruins to the rear of St Thomas’ church, see
the water that inspired some of Charles Causley’s poetry and even see his final resting place in the
graveyard at St Thomas’. You can even feed the ducks from the packhorse bridge on your return
journey! This is shown in orange
on the map.
8.
If traffic is heavy as you exit
the site to turn right, take a moment longer and just turn left!
This will take you through the conservation area of St Stephen’s, and
to the top of the hill. You can then
turn right, which will loop you
down Roydon Road from where a
right turn at the roundabout will
bring you back to the roundabout
at the bottom of St Stephen’s Hill.
This is shown in red on the map.
9.
We all know the parking is
not ideal—we are in a conservation area, on a hill, and will do all
we can to assist. The above is intended as a light hearted reminder of all we can do to work together on this.
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Welcome back and a happy new year to you all! With
the start of the new year, there will be lots of talk about
new year’s resolutions. Whether it’s taking up a new
hobby, getting fit or eating healthier, our resolutions can
often start off strong but may become difficult to
sustain as the year goes on!

PSHE Corner

Practising self-care is a really important skill for young
people to develop to support their own wellbeing. Follow this link to access a self-care plan that can help
young people identify activities that they can use to support their mental health all year round!
https://mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/my-self-care-plan-secondary/
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The following letters have been sent out to parents regarding HPV and nasal flu vaccinations. They
detail the date of visit and the requirement for parents to complete an online consent form prior to the
vaccinations. Please note that consent must be given by parents by the date stated in each letter; it
cannot be given on the day of vaccination.
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Any questions regarding the vaccinations should be directed to Kernow
Health at the number listed in the letters (01872 221105).
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