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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 16 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I hope this finds you well and that you have been enjoying the winter sunshine, if you are as fortunate as we have 

been here in Launceston today. It may have been minus three when I took the dog out this morning, but it has turned 

into a day with beautiful skies over the castle. The views to the moor and Brentor church remind us all just what a 

beautiful spot we are fortunate enough to work and learn at, and that there is so much to be thankful for. 

I was minded of this also yesterday, when we went out for the most recent of our ‘muddy walks’ with the Key Stage 1 

& 2 pupils who relished the opportunity to enjoy another lovely day. While the ground may have been cold and frosty 

when we first set out, there was plenty of mud on the ground to justify the walk’s appellation, and enough wellies 

that had to be retrieved having been temporarily left by their owners in the deeper stuff to provide amusement for 

many. 

With the younger ones, we had more sun, less mud, but a great climb to the top of the field that offered amazing 

views back down to Launceston and on to the moor, and showed the perseverance of Reception, year 1 and year 2. A 

while spent looking as the delicate, still frozen, web that was so expertly constructed by a hard working spider inside 

the icy hoof print left by a cow was lovely to share with two Reception children. A moment to lapse back into my 

English teacher mode and remember “To see a World in a grain of sand, And a Heaven in a wild flower, Hold Infinity in 

the palm of your hand, And Eternity in an hour.” 

Each of such hour provides many opportunities for simple pleasure: from the children looking back and seeing how 

far they’d come, to those who lay in the frosted grass and made ice angels, via  those who helped smaller children 

cross streams they were worried about crossing, and on to children holding hands and working together: it was a walk 

rife with metaphor, but also it was a lot of fun. 

I think my takeaway from that was just how important it is to revel in the moment and to take those opportunities as 

they come along. It is all to easy to eschew the wellies for the keyboard, worrying about policy updates and ISI data 

portal uploads. It is important to always remain focused on the fact a school is fundamentally about the experiences 

of the children, and to be a part of such experiences is what makes being a teacher (and indeed a Headteacher) 

worthwhile. 

Returning to Blake, whose work I used to enjoy teaching, he wrote in The Marriage of Heaven and Hell that “If the 

doors of perception were cleansed every thing would appear to man as it is, Infinite.” With so many possibilities 

ahead of the children we teach, a quick clean of my own doors of perception were maybe well overdue!  

Best wishes, 

Mr Scott. 
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

It is hard to believe that it is only Week 2 of the spring term. The Junior children have settled so well 
back into school and the learning that I have seen this week has been excellent. Year 1 were counting-
on in tens, starting on different 1 digit numbers, Year 4 have been multiplying using the grid method 
and dividing by “chunking”, Year 6 were also multiplying using formal written methods.  Year 5 have 
created amazing pieces of art  using different materials to make headwear,  Year 2 have planned and 
written some excellent stories about Bob vacuuming the moon, Reception have been creating a toy 
museum and thinking about the materials the toys are made of and Year 3 have made posters about 
the Rainforests.  

 
Yesterday, I was lucky enough to take Years 3, 6 and Key Stage 1 on the Cornwall Wildlife Survey walk. 
The weather was absolutely glorious, cold but very sunny. The views from the fields were 
spectacular and we had some very interesting discussions about the frost and its longevity. I also now 
know why it has been nick-named the ‘Muddy’ walk by the children, as was very muddy indeed, the 
muddiest it has ever been. Apologies to you all for the state of your child’s outdoor clothing but it was 
worth every puddle and stuck welly book, as the children had so much fun.  

 

The portal booking system for clubs is now closed. However, there are a few spaces available in the KS1 
clubs. If did not manage to sign up for any KS1 clubs, please do contact me or your child’s class 
teacher and we will do our best to accommodate.  
 
The closing date for entries for the Wadebridge Speech and Music Festival is Monday. If your child has 
shown an interest in competing, please do encourage them. So far, I have 15 brave young people, who 
are going to have a go and would love some more to join in. I will accept entries until Monday morning. 
 
Please be aware that annual nasal flu vaccinations are on Tuesday 18th January. Only those children 
for whom consent has been given will receive them.  After the children have had their nasal spray, they 
will go outside for a 15-minute run around to mitigate the spread to those children who are not having 
the vaccination.     
         
If would like to know more about our senior provision and what fantastic things go on in the senior 
school, then please be aware that all Junior parents are invited to attend the Senior School Open 
Evening on Wednesday 2nd February. https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/senior-school-
open-evening/.     
 
Good luck to those children taking part in the ISA cross country competition at Westonbirt Arboretum 
and to those children who are representing St Josephs in the U11 football fixture against 
Polwhele House.   I know you will all do your best and make us proud.  
  
Have a lovely weekend  
 

Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  

https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/senior-school-open-evening/
https://www.stjosephscornwall.co.uk/admissions/senior-school-open-evening/
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Dear Senior School Parents, 

 

It has been a great 1st full week back, and the weather has certainly improved 
in the latter half with lovely clear skies; lets hope this remains for a little longer 
and certainly for the Ten Tors walk on Saturday! It has enabled pupils to enjoy 
their lunchtimes that little bit more in the fresh winter air.  

 

The Options Evening for Year 8 went very well; thank you for your attendance. 
Staff will continue to provide valuable information for pupils in the coming 
months at this important step towards their GCSEs.  

 

Reports for all exam capture and Year 10 full reports go out today, so please 
see Portal to access these. Next week we have ISA SW cross country which I am 
sure will be a great event. I wish good luck to the pupils that are making the 
journey.  

 

We have had a some new pupils start this term and they are all settling in 
extremely well. Part of enabling them to settle in so well is due to your kind, 
considerate and caring son or daughter. We really do have such brilliant young 
people in our school. 

  

I feel that, although there will still be challenges ahead with Covid-19, there is 
lots to be optimistic for and we can look ahead with positivity. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the 

Week 

 

Chemistry:  Year 11 Trilogy Set - Reuben Bayles, 
Thomas Morcom, Josh Beadle, Lucas Turner and An-
gelia Setiawan for some excellent practical work this 
week on Rates and Surface Area resulting in some great 
graph plotting. 

History: In History, the whole year 7 for setting about 
their group tasks on promoting their candidate for the 
vacant throne in 1066. 

In Year 9, Oscar, for an excellent montage of images in 
explaining blitzkrieg, and Lydia and James for sharing 
their vast amount of knowledge about the early stages 
of world war two. 

In Year 8  - Cici for showing great persistence in            
developing her extended writing on the key questions 
when looking at the causes of the English Civil War. 

 

 

  

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

 

KS1: James Gowan for being the “politest of 

the polite”. 

 

KS2: Lawrence Cook for excelling in his    

curriculum work and being fantastic . 

 

KS3: Verity Tippett and Coco Godden for 

showing great enthusiasm this week. 

 

KS4: Megan May for being cheerful and    

always smiling throughout the school. 

Year 2 Spelling 

 

Year 2 have enjoyed a 
team spelling game 
today. Mrs Bentley 
was very impressed 
with their teamwork 
and their fabulous 
spellings. A super start 
to the week - well 
done Year 2. 
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Year 8 Physics 

This week, Year 8 students have been making electromagnets in Physics. They are testing their strength 
using paper clips and then plotting the magnetic field around them! Great work Year 8 . 
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Reception Class Maths……… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception children are learning all about Shapes during their daily Maths lesson with Mrs Hampton 
today. 

If your child is due to start school is September 2022 and you are interested in finding out more about 
our excellent Pre-Prep, please do get in touch on registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

Year 2 Spelling 

 

Year 2 have        
enjoyed a team 
spelling game    
today. Mrs Bentley 
was very             
impressed with 
their teamwork 
and their fabulous 
spellings. A super 
start to the     
week - well done 
Year 2. 

mailto:registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Year 9 Food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 GCSE Food and Nutrition students have been cooking risotto today during their practical         
lesson. They are learning about quantities and adapting recipes. 
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Do you know anyone that might want to be a Silver Listener? 
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Drawing Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Pre-Prep Drawing Club this 
week we read the story of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar. We then drew our 
own colourful caterpillars and chose 
what food they would like to eat!  
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Junior Netball Club 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Netball Club is one of our Monday after school activities this term. These sessions designed to be 
fun and engaging and a chance to learn the rules of Netball whilst keeping active. A great first session 
everyone. 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Year 6 Topic 

Year 6 became palaeontologists during their first lesson of their 
new topic ‘Dinosaurs and Fossils’ . They enjoyed extracting          
dinosaurs from ice and then researching their finds. Great fun and 
really good research using a range of resources. 
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Rock Climbing 

 

Indoor Rock Climbing is one of our off-site after 
school clubs this term. Students in Years 5 to 11 
have the opportunity to complete the NICAS 
Youth Climbing Award Scheme levels at The Barn 
Climbing Centre on Tuesday afternoons. A super 
first session  
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In PSHE during this half term,    
pupils in the senior school have 
moved onto 'Relationships' 
themes.  

 

This week, Year 7 looked at     
Identity and considered different 
characteristics that make people 
who they are. This lead on to    
discussion about how we are all 
different, but we can have lots in 
common with others. 

 

 

 

Year 8 looked at Discrimination and will be investigating different forms of discrimination in the next  
coming weeks. Here is a useful website with information about discrimination, hate crime and equality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/your-rights/discrimination-hate-crime-
equality 

 

PSHE Corner 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/your-rights/discrimination-hate-crime-equality
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/your-rights/discrimination-hate-crime-equality
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Starry Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been practising drawing swirling and curved lines that they observed in Van Gogh’s Starry 
Night painting.  Next they will paint their own Starry Night picture. 
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Year 7 and 8 PE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fantastic football being played this afternoon during Year 7 / 8 PE with Mr Brown and Mr Payne on the 
all-weather pitch . 
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Year 3 and 4 Comedy Club 

 

This week in KS2 Comedy Club children 
learned and recited poems delivering            
rib-tickling performances.  
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Key Stage 2—The Muddy Walk returns…….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The walk we had on Thursday was definitely very muddy but with stunning weather and amazing views. 
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Key Stage 1—The Muddy Walk returns……. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our youngest children also had a fantastic time and did very well to get to the top of the hill…... 
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Year 10 Work Experience 


