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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 17 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

A day that started with a hard frost has turned into one that has glorious sunshine over the castle and has made 

for a lovely lunchtime, and a picturesque end to another week full of activity, fun and laughter, with a lot of 

learning besides. 

The school is busy, and has been a week with many positives – from very productive Governor committee 

meetings to ISA Cross Country, to Year 5&6 football fixtures via assemblies, PE, clubs and all manner else besides. 

We have welcomed prospective parents, toured candidates for the Art and Food Tech roles, planned a new 

Safeguarding team approach across the whole school, reviewed SEN provision across the school and so much else 

besides. 

While the daily, or even weekly, pattern of the life of the school is one thing, the life of the school over a longer 

period is something else again: we measure our time in terms, in academic years, in Key Stages, and, for many, in 

periods that stretch even beyond the time most pupils will spend at the school.  

For Mrs Susan Lewis, her time on the Board of Governors here at St Joseph’s reached into its 10th year when, just 

days before Christmas, she sadly passed away. Sue was a tireless champion of all things St Jo’s, and many of you 

would have met her, or seen her, at the innumerable concerts, Prizegivings, Christmas Fayres, Royal Cornwall 

Shows and much else besides that she attended in her role on the board. Sue did all she could to support the very 

best of outcomes for pupils, and staff, here at the school.  

I worked closely with Sue over many years as she held the role of Safeguarding Governor: as well as being 

Headteacher I have been Designated Safeguarding Lead for the majority of my (almost) 7 years as Head. 

Throughout that time, I have relied on Sue’s advice and calm presence in many difficult situations. Her reassuring 

presence, attention to detail and exacting standards made her an ideal person with whom to work on many 

issues that required great sensitivity, confidentiality and an ability to ensure that the safety and wellbeing of the 

children with whom we were dealing remained at the centre of every decision we had to make. 

On Monday, myself and those members of St Joseph’s staff who worked closest with her attended the Service of 

Thanksgiving for Sue at St Mary’s in Launceston. It is a place where I have happy memories of Sue as she was 

there for numerous school Carol Services, and I discovered that as another aspect of her life she volunteered in 

the church office for many years. The eulogy, delivered by her brother-in-law, spoke of a life well lived, of an 

individual of great integrity, and of someone who had done so much for Launceston since first moving here in the 

late 1950s. 

Prior to her illness, Sue was considering the appropriate time to step down from the board, given the length of 

time she had served. In one of her last emails to me she said that "I have enjoyed my time with you and hopefully 

supported you in every way I could...I wish you and all the teachers and staff at St Joseph's all the very best for 

the future and that the school continues to excel in everything it does." 

We owe it to her memory to do just that.   
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Any such loss within the school community are deeply felt, and this was compounded when last week that I 

learned of the passing of Nick Cooper, who many may have known as the owner of the Haven Café in 

Crackington Haven. Nick was father to Daisy, who was in my Year 8 tutor Group when I first started at St Joseph’s 

in 2011, and who I know has gone on to great things since leaving us. He was an individual for whom I had great 

respect, for whom family was so important, and my thoughts are with Daisy and her mother. 

So, in a week where St Jo’s has been filled with all the vibrancy and life depicted in the following pages, let’s 

spare a moment to think of those whose contributions have played their part in our journey to now. 

For Sue, whose faith was central to her life, the final verse of a hymn she chose for her service brings solace 

despite her passing, following a week I know she would have loved to have been a part of. 

When Christ shall come, with shouts of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow, In humble adoration 

And there proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!" 

Job done Sue, job done. 

 

With best wishes, 

Mr Oliver Scott. 

 

Dear Senior School Parents, 

It has been a different week for me teaching from home, but great to hear how well aspects in school have been 
going. Mrs Paton, Mrs Gardner and Mr Scott have been keeping me up to date!  

A huge well done to everyone that took part in the ISA SW cross-country on Tuesday; it's such a good sport to 
challenge yourself as an individual and lots can be gained from doing this sport. Well done to those that have 
qualified for the Nationals, a great achievement.  

Next week to note; we have Year 10 PSHE day on Tuesday, ISA SW Netball on Wednesday, and we have a Year 6 
into Year 7 transition day on Friday. It is also a scholarship day on Saturday 29th. 

I hope you all have a great weekend and have enjoyed the recent beautiful clear skies. 

Sam Matthews 

Deputy Head of School 

Lost Property: A pair of burgundy coloured tortoiseshell Karen Millen glasses have been  handed in to Re-

ception and have yet to be claimed. If they are yours then please come in to  Reception to collect them. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  3 

 

Dear Junior School Parents, 

What a beautiful day to end the week. It was –50C when I left home this morning and I had to scrape ice 

of my windscreen inside and out, but it is worth it for the sunshiny weather that follows a frosty 

morning. I do hope it continues throughout the weekend and you have a chance to get outside go for a 

wonderful wintery walk with your family.  

This has been a very exciting week, with some of the children in the Junior School participating in ISA 
cross country. They all did brilliantly and even though some suffered injury, they all managed to 
complete the course. The children involved are all fabulous ambassadors for our school and I am 
extremely proud of each and every one of them. A special mention goes to Megan, Joseph, Reuben, 
William, and Rhys who have qualified for the National Finals by finishing in the top 10 in their races. 

If you arrive late in the morning, after 08:30, can you please make sure that your child enters the school 
building through the office. This ensures that we know they are in school, they get included in their 
classes’ register and are not missed if we have a fire alarm. Can I also ask that if children are not going 
to be attending school due to sickness, we are informed as early as possible. Unless agreed with staff 
can you please inform us each day. This ensures that all the children in our care are accounted for, and 
we know that each one is where they should be.  

Seventeen of our junior children have decided to take part in the Wadebridge Festival of Speech and 
Music. This is fantastic and I am really pleased that they are brave enough to put their head above the 
parapet and step out of their comfort zone. We will not know until later in the term, when exactly each 
class will be taking place and as soon as I know, I will pass that information onto the relevant parents. 
The Year 5 and 6 Junior Choir will also be participating, as will a group of KS2 (Key Stage 2) pupils who 
will be performing a choral poetry piece.   

On Wednesday, there is an ISA netball competition in Teignmouth. Good luck to all the children who 
are taking part.   

On Thursday, the inaugural ‘Music at Joseph’s’ concert will be taking place between 1650 and 1730 in 
the Senior Music room. This first concert will be open to any instrument. If your child would like to 
perform in the first concert, please let their music teacher know, who will pass the information onto Mr 
Green, our Head of Music.  
  
The children in the Junior School are taking part in the Big Schools Birdwatch 2022 which runs from the 

5th January- 21st February. We have been enticing birds into the school orchard with lots of bird 

feeders and learning to identify them by sight or by song in readiness. We are also encouraging the 

children to take part in the Big Garden Bird Watch at home on the weekend of January 28th – 

30th.    This is a fantastic activity, which can be enjoyed by all the family and collects important data 

which informs the scientists about the health of our wild bird population. Big Garden Birdwatch | The 

RSPB           

Have a lovely weekend. 

                                                                                             

Caroline Skerry   

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/?sourcecode=BWMITH0230&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppcad&utm_content=guide_request_various&utm_campaign=birdwatch2481&gclid=c5dda0812a1f19b87d7ac16b5217bc14&gclsrc=3p.ds&channel=paidsearch&utm_source=bi
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/?sourcecode=BWMITH0230&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppcad&utm_content=guide_request_various&utm_campaign=birdwatch2481&gclid=c5dda0812a1f19b87d7ac16b5217bc14&gclsrc=3p.ds&channel=paidsearch&utm_source=bi
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the 

Week 

Chemistry:  Excellent listening to instructions and 
completing the Required Practical on Rates and       
Concentration of Sodium Thiosulphate - Reuben Bayles, 
Thomas Morcom, Josh Beadle. Also Max Quinn for   
being great at following the instructions. 

English: - Linny Haydu Year 10 for her beautifully 
drawn comic strip of A Christmas Carol. She had clearly 
spent a long time on it and it was exquisite.  

MFL:  Genevieve Hills & Harrison Jones (Yr 7) who 
made the Galette des Rois at home last week. The 
cakes looked delicious and Mrs Paton was glad that 
they took the challenge!  

Tutor Time: Amy Quinn for leading an activity during 
form time, demonstrating impressive leadership skills. 

 

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

KS1: Becky Higgs for excellent thinking in Science and 

for helping the younger children.  

KS2: Lily Stevens for working independently on 

tasks and contributing well to lessons - and always 

with a smile on her face!  

KS3: Hettie Medd and Amy Quinn for offering their 

help to Mrs Paton in wiping the tables in their form 
time prior to tutor time. 

KS4: Robert Rosevear: in Mr Barton's absence, 

Robert coached the Yr 6 pupils in the Football club, 
showing great initiative and leadership skills. 

Year 1 Storytelling…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 have been inspired by the story of Goldilocks, to write their own stories this week. Here are Jamie and Cici 
reading to our class mascot, Super Tiger.  
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Swimming  

 

 

Well done to Year 6 pupil Rhys Leeson who 
took part in his first CCASA Swimming gala     
recently  and came first in the 50m    
butterfly and 3rd in the 50m freestyle.   

His recorded times for both events were 
good enough to qualify for the Cornwall 
County Championships.  

Congratulation Rhys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to William Higgs in Year 
4 who also took part in the Rising Stars     

Swimming Gala. 

He won Gold in the 200m Freestyle. 
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ISA Cross Country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Con-

gratulations to all pupils who competed in the ISA South West Cross 

Country this week - you were all fantastic. Georgie Gilbert (Y10) and 

Megan Scott (Y4) won their races, while Reuben Hodgson (Y4) and 

Joseph Scott (Y6) each came second. All four, along with William 

Scard-Morgan (Y6), Rhys Leeson (Y6) & Lydia Stone (Y9) qualified for 

the National Finals by finishing 

in the top 10 in their races! 

Every pupil who competed did 

St Joseph’s proud—what a 

team performance, and the 

support for one another was 

wonderful to see. 

More pictures can be seen 

over the page. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  7 

 

ISA Cross Country 
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U11 Football 

This week we hosted Polwhele for U11 football matches. The teams all played brilliantly. The students 
looked fantastic in their sponsored kits - thank you to LFP Grass to Milk & Martin Perry Associates. 
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U11 Football 

 

Next up, the second St Jo’s team took ion Polwhele and took a 5-0 victory, with two goals each for Edward Warren and 

Joseph Scott and one own goal Polwhele were unfortunate to concede. Edward’s second came on the end of a lovely 

team move, passing out from the back courtesy of Jonah and Dexter and spectacularly finished with what was surely 

the goal of the day. Next up, the teams moved to 8 a side and played the full length of the Astroturf, with St Jo’s player 

rotating on and off: St Jo’s emerged from this 2-0 winners, with Joseph Scott on the end of each move. It was a great 

team performance, and hats off to Polwhele whose players were on the pitch for almost the entire of the afternoon. 

 Year 5 and 6 players 

cheer on their team-

mates during their 

time off the pitch: “St 

Joseph’s Blue and 

White Army!” to the 

tune of a more well 

know Plymouth Argyle 

chant could be heard 

as they supported 

their fellow players. 

While Polwhele came with 8 players, St Jo’s split 

into two teams to play against the visitors from 

Truro. Playing 7 a side, the first St Jo’s team 

battled hard but emerged from their match with 

a narrow 2-0 defeat.  
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Year 9 English 

 

 

 

In year 9 English we have been looking at poems 
on the theme of 'education'. We have read a poem 
by Kate Clanchy which draws on the senses; how a 
school feels, smells and sounds. We spent some 
time walking around the school and gathering     
vocabulary based on the senses - the sounds of the 
telephone ringing in reception, the thud of balls on 
Astro, the shout of a goal well scored - and turned 
them into  poems. The original poem is to the right 
and then a piece written by Shannon Uglow        
inspired by the Clanchy poem. 

Timetable 

We all remember school, of course: 
the lino warming, shoe bag smell, expanse 
of polished floor. It’s where we learned 
to wait: hot cheeked in class, dreaming, 
bored, for cheesy milk, for noisy now. 
We learned to count, to rule off days, 
and pattern time in coloured squares: 
purple English, dark green Maths. 

We hear the bells, sometimes, 
for years, the squeal and crack 
of chalk on black. We walk, don’t run, 
in awkward pairs, hoping for the open door, 
a foreign teacher, fire drill. And love 
is long aertex summers, tennis sweat, 
and somewhere, someone singing flat. 
The art room, empty, full of light. 

Kate Clanchy, from Slattern (Picador, 1995) 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Slattern-Kate-Clanchy/dp/0330489291/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1379840188&sr=8-1&keywords=slattern
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Year 5 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Year 5 have been testing insulators making timed recordings and observations.   
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Do you know anyone that might want to be a Silver Listener? 
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Year 7 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 were testing for Hydrogen gas in Science this week…... 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  15 

 

Year 11 visit to Caffè Rojano in Padstow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of last term, the year 11 Food and Nutrition GCSE group under the care of Mrs 
Holmes were invited to visit Caffè Rojano in Padstow in order to learn about how they pre-
pared and planned their menus and the methods and ingredients they used. This was to 
help them prepare for their own Non-exam assessment unit of their GCSE course, which 
may have chosen to be based on recipes from Italy. Libby, Harvey, Abby, Angelia and Erin 
had a great time and were able to visit the kitchen, ask questions of Head Chef Sam, and 
sample lots of lovely food. We were hosted by the Rojanos legend that is Marco (pictured). 

A big thank you to Paul Ainsworth for taking time to speak to the group and who facilitated the whole 
experience. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  16 

 

Visitors…….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 were visited by Reception Class this morning on their way to the ICT suite. It was great to see them 
and for them to see where Year 6 and Mrs Hudson’s classroom is. 

An Inspector Calls….. 

Year 11 English Literature have been look back over the 
play An Inspector Calls. We have been looking at the 
context of the play and discussing Capitalism and      
Socialism. We had fun looking at the relationship       
between employers and employees and how labour 
and profit is used – the profit in our activity was a 
packed of Percy Pigs with Dan and Alvey proving to be 
very benevolent employers who shared their ‘profit’ 
with their employees.  
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Year 10 Digital Photography 

 

We have been very lucky this 
week,     welcoming Doug An-
derson in to school to teach the 
Year 10 students some technical 
camera processes. Doug also 
gave the  students a personal in-
sight into being a BBC wildlife 
camera man.  
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Pre-prep Science Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Club Fun: Last week the children staying to the pre-prep science club had lots of fun making    

volcanos. To the children’s delight, Mrs Hampton needed find a long handled mop after one of her      

volcanos erupted so violently it hit the ceiling of the Reception classroom!  
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Year 8 pupils are in the process of choosing their GCSE's which can be tough decisions to 
make with lots of factors to consider. These weblinks will take you to two downloadable 
resources 'Looking after yourself during your GCSEs - A guide for pupils' and  'An emo-
tionally healthy approach to GCSEs - A guide for parents'. The guides are packed with 
practical tips and ideas to support young people before, during and after exam time. Alt-
hough written in reference to GCSEs, the content can be applied to any exam. 

 

Talking about your mental health - parent guide | Charlie Waller Trust 

Wellbeing guide for GCSE pupils (charliewaller.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE Corner 

https://charliewaller.org/resources/an-emotionally-healthy-approach-to-gcses-a-guide-for-parents
https://charliewaller.org/resources/looking-after-yourself-during-your-gcses-a-guide-for-pupils
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Year 7 English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 have been busy in Study Skills with Mrs Diffey where they have been designing their 
dream school. We have looked at different educational models such as democratic schools 
(cook your own lunches and then wash up anyone?) and have combined a range of ideas to 
plan our own school. Students are working in small groups on presentations and will pitch 
their ideas.  

This week, we talked about their schools USP – unique selling point – and what made their 
school    different. We agreed St Joseph’s USP was its friendly atmosphere and sense of fami-
ly. Imaginations have run riot during our planning lessons with schools having toilets with 
heated seats and Nando themed lunches, schools have had horses, ski slopes and Rolls 
Royce’s instead of buses.....and not a homework in sight from any of the establishments! 
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Year 10 Work Experience 
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Upcycling Club 

This week in Upcycling Club the children turned disused magazines into garlands to decorate a room.  
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Year 10 English 

In Year 10 English Literature we have been reading A Christmas Carol and mapping the plot through cre-
ating a comic strip for our scrapbooks. Linny has drafted this amazing comic version of Stave/Chapter 2. 
Her art work and realisation of the ghost of Christmas Past is phenomenal. Great work Linny! 

Year 7 History 

Year 7 history plotting the campaign of their candidate to win the throne of England vacated by the de-
mise of Edward the Confessor in 1066. Thoughtful and insightful group work from all the groups. 

 

 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  25 

 

Please note the deadline of Wednesday 26th January to give consent for your son or daughter to be given 

the HPV Vaccination on Friday 28th January.  This consent cannot be given on the day. 
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Please note the deadline of Wednesday 26th January to give consent for your son or daughter to be given 

the HPV Vaccination on Friday 28th January.  This consent cannot be given on the day. 
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Year 2 Maths 

 

Earlier in the week, Year 2 
enjoyed playing our Space 
Race Compare the Numbers 
Game.  The object of the 
game was to be the first to 
reach the alien spacecraft, 
but along the way if they 
landed on a compare the 
numbers square they had to 
work out the possible missing 
number or fill in the missing 
symbol (< less than, > greater 
than or = equal to) to be able 
to take their next turn.   
Great job, Year 2!  



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  28 

 

Please note the deadline of Wednesday 26th January to give consent for your son or daughter to be given 

the HPV Vaccination on Friday 28th January.  This consent cannot be given on the day. 
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Year 6 Art 

Year 6 have been drawing and painting dinosaurs and their   
skeletons. 


