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2021/2022
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
It is so lovely to have had the opportunity to be visiting so many exciting Year 6 into 7 taster day classes today,
and to see the excitement of the children as they are focused on their learning and having a great deal of fun. I
have seen pupils firing projectiles in the playground to test the power of springs, to investigating historical crimes,
dropping eggs in their self-designed protective creations in DT, looking at idioms in English, playing treasure
hunters in drama, building 3D shapes in Maths, making felt flowers in Textiles and looking at symbols in RS—I’m
exhausted, let alone the children!
All this is a wonderful introduction to life in the Senior School, and a good example of what goes on across a day
or a week in the life of the school. Fitting in the Year 6 class into the Senior School day—and building—was quite
the logistical challenge, but all went well so hats off to Mrs Gardner for timetabling it, and every member of staff
for ensuring that the children had such a great day.
While days like today do make clear that there is a huge amount going right, there is never any time to rest upon
any laurels because we have always more that we can do. It is the nature of a school that there is never an
obvi9ous ‘end’ because there is always the next cohort coming through—when Year 11 leave (and we will miss
this wonderful Year 11 when they do!) there is the importance of getting it right for next year’s Year 11.
It is a truth that is self– evident that no matter how many times I, or any other member of staff, complete an
academic year, it is never a moment to think it is over. While I may have seen some 21 Year 7 classes come new
to secondary school in my years teaching in London, Milan and Launceston, I never lose sight of the fact that for
every year 7 it is their first, and only Year 7—for every Reception class those first days are the only first days they
will ever have, for each Year 11 it is essential we get it as right as we possibly can because this is, for them, their
only Year 11.
This is what makes this job exciting, special, always new, ever different , and always a worry as to how right we
got it, and what we can do to improve.
All of which leads me on to the topic of the Parent Survey 2022. This is an important way that we can hear from
you as to what is going well, and what we can work on, as we look to the future, and reflect on the past. I do
appreciate that it is a little while since we last undertook such a survey, but Covid and the pandemic has rather
overshadowed things for the past 2 years, though it has sharpened the mind also, and we have learned a lot, and
grown a lot, through these years.
So, please do click here for the parent survey and let your voice be heard. We will keep it open for a week, and
send an additional reminder letter on Monday. I hope this is useful—and it tells me it should take about 9
minutes to complete—which is very precise—don’t worry if it takes 8 or 10, nobody’s judging! In the spirit of the
survey, this is a chance of constructive dialogue and to hear what makes you happy as well as what we can look
to work on for the future.
With best wishes, Mr Oliver Scott.
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Dear parents,

It has been a very productive week in school. I personally have attended many useful meetings as we look to the
future with great optimism. Also, a productive week as I hear of the positive comments about learning that has
taken place in lessons that I have spoken to staff about.
This week Mrs Skerry and I meet with our Academic governor, Colin Bacon to discuss GCSE results. We went
through the data and showed the very positive residual progress that our pupils made. 83% of our 2021 GCSE
pupils achieved higher GCSE grades in one or more of their subjects (mostly more subjects). This is an amazing
figure and shows how much progress our pupils make.
Well done to the Netball teams that took part in the ISA SW tournament and thanks to Mrs Gardner and Mrs
Budd for taking them. I am glad to hear from pupils that the House meetings went well, and progress is being
made towards the Inter House Music. Year 10 spent Tuesday learning and discussing important topics on the
PSHE curriculum.
The transition day for Year 6 into 7 has gone very well today and it has been great to see the year 6s interacting
with the rest of the school who have helped them settle in. Thank you to the Year 11 prefects, Tom Greet,
Catherine Tipton and Izzy Cox who have been amazing in supporting them throughout the day, you were great!
Next week we are hosting the U11 SW ISA football tournament on Wednesday 2nd. There are also many other
fixtures taken place to be aware of, so please check this newsletter for squad lists; the pupils can also view the
squads on their Teams. In addition, we have a Candlemas service on Thursday at 2pm.
Next Wednesday 2nd we have an Open Evening from 5pm to 6.30pm. If you are aware of any interested families,
please put them in contact with Miss Walker, our registrar, as it is not too late for more to attend.
I look forward to getting out on the moor again this weekend as we have our 4th Ten Tors training walk.
I hope you have a great weekend.
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head of School

Reminder: please do complete the Parent Survey by clicking here

Open Evening: 2nd February 2022:
If you or anyone you know is interested in finding out more about life in the Senior School, please
feel free to come along to our Senior School Open Evening from 5pm to 6:30pm in the Senior
School—all welcome!
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Dear Junior School Parents,
This time year always has that air of promise about it. The promise that is will be lighter in the mornings
and the evenings, the promise that it will get warmer and the promise that the sun will shine more. The
days are finally feeling like they slowly but surely are getting longer and there is a feeling of optimism in
the air.
In the Junior school we have been busy as ever. In assembly, we have been singing 2 and 3-part rounds
thanks to some brilliant input from Mr Green our Head of Music, the under 11 netball team took part in
the ISA Junior Netball tournament on Wednesday and were fantastic representatives of our school and the
Year 6 pupils have spent today in the Senior School discovering how amazing it is to be a senior pupil at St
Joseph's School.
During their time with the Senior teachers, they have been considering adaptations and designing their
own animals in geography, learning about waves in physics,
Please can I, once again, remind you that if your child is not able to come to school, that you contact the
office daily to report their absence.
There are a few children who are wearing Fitbits or Apple watches. Unfortunately, these watches are
not suitable for the Junior School as some of them have the capability to connect to the internet and take
photographs. This then becomes a safeguarding issue. I am aware that not all the watches worn have these
features but for us as teachers, it is impossible to tell which is which, so as the safety of our children is our
primary consideration, I ask that they are not worn into school.
Next week there is the ISA under 11 SW football tournament, which is being hosted here at school. I am
very excited by the prospect of having so many young people here in school being able to experience our
lovely surroundings. I know the children who make up our two under 11 teams will do their very best and
makes us all proud with their successes.
I do hope you have a lovely weekend
Best Wishes
Caroline Skerry
Junior Head
Reminder: please do complete the Parent Survey by clicking here
Calling all Parents:
Please do join us for our first PTA Coffee Morning of 2022 on Monday 7th February at 8:30am!
We are welcoming one and all to this lovely opportunity to meet fellow parents and have a chance to find out
more about the working of the PTA.
Our PTA Chair Jess Hawke and the team will be on hand to chat—and there will be coffee and cake aplenty.
If you would like to get involved but are unable to attend the meeting you can email us on
pta@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Senior Subject Wonders of the Week

Key Stage Stars of the Week

Chemistry: Well done to Year 10 Trilogy set
specifically Lila Broughton, Linny Haydu and Martha KS1: Iona Gowan for always getting on with her
Weymouth (absent for photos) for the successful
jobs around the classroom independently and withcompletion of the new Periodic table jigsaw. Flo
Scard-Morgan (Y11) for her work on Molymod atoms out the need for recognition.
and Thomas Morcom (Y11) for his excellent involvement in class discussions on Rates of Reaction chap- KS2: Eve Busittil for showing excellent reasoning in
ter
class discussions. As well as, staying really focused
English: Emily Chalk and Will Stacey in Year 8 for their
thoughtful contributions to our discussions on the
poetry of world war one. Both students have fully
engaged with the lessons and showed real insights in
their responses. Also, Liam Brent (Y11). Liam is always a conscientious student, but he has moved up a
gear. There is breadth and depth to his knowledge of
the Literature texts we study, and his recent analysis
has had a real 'wow' factor - it is insightful, technical,
and precise. Keep up the fantastic work Liam.
Art: Alicia Lewis Langley is star of the week in Art for
her extension photography work.
MFL: Eve Blay (Y8) for enthusiastic participation in
Spanish lessons this week.

and being fabulously productive when working in
groups with friends.

KS3: Hennie Cameron for his support to a Staff
member during this week’s Boot Camp session and
Phoebe Blatchford-Cooper for helping out what one
of our Year 6s on their taster day needed some TLC

KS4: Jacob Hawke - spent some of his prep time
helping me prepare some resources for the year 6
into 7 transition day. Great scissor and sellotape
work - the help
was much appreciated.

KS4 Chemistry Stars

Great example of what a Molymod atoms
box should look like at the end of the lesson.
This is Flo Scard-Morgan's - big thumbs up
from Mrs Hopkins .
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Year 1 Class Assembly

Year 1 were pleased and proud to lead their first assembly last week. They shared
some of their work on bears and led the whole school in a song about "When
Goldilocks went to the House of the Bears". Well done Year 1.
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Year 7 History

Junior Eco Council

This week, our Junior Eco Council met to
The Harold Godwinson supporters laying claim discuss a their strategy moving forward in
2022.
to the English throne in 1066.

The adventure continues! Our maths game has arrived and is COMPLETELY
FREE across all devices for a limited time only.
Designed for children aged 4-6+, Teach Your Monster Number Skills will support
your kids in making sense of maths within an exciting, colourful game. Created in
collaboration with educational experts to align with the Reception
curriculum, Number Skills follows the unique principles of Singapore
maths, helping kids learn effortlessly, whilst covering all the essential areas.
Play now on PC and Mac or download to your device. No in-app purchases, ads or
subscriptions required!
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Year 5 Design Technology

In DT, Year 5 have been working collaboratively to design and build a model of a Pyramid
of Giza which also demonstrates Ancient Egyptian burial practices.
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Year 6 Outdoor School

Year 6 went to the orchard to look for early signs of Spring. With the photos they took they
created these collages.
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If you are a keen climate advocate and haven' Schools - The Queen’s Green Canopy
(queensgreencanopy.org)t started some sections yet, here are some ideas for your sections
linked to the environment;
Click this link: Theme your DofE programme around combating climate change - The Duke of
Edinburgh's Award
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ISA South West Netball

This week, our U13 & U11 Netball teams travelled to Trinity School to compete in the ISA SW Netball
tournaments. Above are the U13 team who had just won their first match of the day and below, is a
picture of our U11 team. More details to follow soon!
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets
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Year 1 Maths
Mrs Hudson told us that she was lucky to join Year 1 for one of their maths lesson this
week. She was impressed with their great work on weighing using the balance scales to
identify light and heavy objects. Thank you Year 1 and Mrs Kemp.
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Sem4's Parent Mental Health Day on 27th January (PMHD) encourages understanding and
awareness of the importance of parents' mental health and its impact on the whole family
system. With this year's theme being 'balance', the day aims to get parents and carers to
take a moment to reflect on the balance they have in their lives and to take positive steps
to make change. The following link is full of ideas for parents and carers on how they can
#TiptheBalance to the Positive Mental Health from day to day.
stem4-PMHD-2022-Balance-Pack-A4.pdf
Parents Mental Health Support | Advice for Your Child | YoungMinds
Parents Mental Health Support | Advice for Your Child | YoungMinds

We provide a one-off Parents Helpline conversation with a trained helpline adviser. If needed, we can also provide you with a further 50-minute consultation with a mental health
professional so that you can get more in-depth advice about your child’s situation and
guidance on how to access ongoing support.
www.youngminds.org.uk

Wellbeing Club
Pupils from Senior Wellbeing club made playdoh
sea creatures to create a little animation 'Under
the Sea'
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LztRVbGuFp0
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Year 8 Maths

Year 8 have been learning how to solve equations in Maths and had a competition to see
who could complete the puzzle (matching equations to answers) first. They were very
competitive and showed just how amazing they were at solving .
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Year 4 Science

Year 4 have been learning about how the different parts of the ear function .
They also explored sound by making different sized ear trumpets.
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Year 10 English

So that they consolidate their knowledge of a topic and practise key revision skills, English
students complete work sheets like those included here. First off, they complete the tasks
from memory.
Then, in a different colour pen, they add to their responses using their own notes and other research. This means that they are practising retrieval of information, as well as making
clear what they need to revise. In theory. These are from Year 10 and their work on Jekyll
and Hyde.
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Year 6 Maths
Year 6 had fun playing a range of maths games whist reinforcing their knowledge of
fractions, decimals and percentages. Everyone agreed playing these helped them with
their understanding.
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Year 10 Work Experience
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Year 3 and 4 Comedy Club

Children who attend Junior Comedy Club tried their hand out at some stand-up by finding
and performing jokes. Great fun - well done everyone.
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