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WEEKLY UPDATE: EDITION 19 
2021/2022 

PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD 

Dear Parents, 

I have thoroughly enjoyed this week, although I cannot believe typing this that it is just five days since Monday, with 

all that has been packed in. We started this week with Mr Cattell’s Senior School assembly looking at the work of the 

Eco Council (and are now all having to ‘think before you print’ to cut down our paper use) and now Reception class 

are finishing the week with their first assembly to the Junior School.  

I know they will do amazingly – they are such a strong team down in Reception. This was very clear when I was in the 

school office and Hope was being picked up early: as the rest of the class trooped past and back to their classroom 

everybody said good bye and wished her well – even the youngest of the St Jo’s community look out for one another 

with care and compassion! 

Monday also saw a full Board meeting, and some Governors were in school from midday, taking part in monitoring 

that went from Early Years and continued across the school. Mrs Paton, Mr McGrath, Mrs Diffey, Mr Clark, Mrs Jones, 

Mrs Hampton and Mr Cattell each had individual meetings with a panel of three governors so they could discuss Key 

Stage 4 and Senior pastoral provision, Jr Humanities, developments in the English and Maths departments, the Jr 

curriculum and PSHE, Reception and Early Years and how we teach to the most able, thereby raising the standards for 

all pupils.  

With SEN provision and Safeguarding forming separate meetings, the Governors are making an excellent fist of their 

key roles in both monitoring the school and stoking the engine of progress and strategic development. For what is a 

voluntary and unpaid role they really do put in a shift, and this underpins the school’s long-term success. 

From Monday on it has been a week packed full of fun and excitement. Highlights for me included the school hosting 

the U11 ISA SW football—so good to see the children playing again—and the number of fixtures the teams have 

travelled to, as well as the Senior School Candlemas service. These events are thrillingly normal, and while such a 

statement may appear oxymoronic, in this case the thrill is in the normal because it stands in contrast to what there 

was this time last year: lockdown, teams, screens, and being apart. 

While we are very aware the pandemic is not over, in seeing the Under 11s pressing and passing, and in hearing the 

voices both sotto and forte there is a sense of children living lives that are both extraordinary for their individuality, 

and to be celebrated because they are doing what children should do: playing, singing, and having fun. 

For both choir and team there is also that marvellous moment what the whole becomes greater than any of its 

constituent parts, when a harmony delivers more than any individual voice can, or when the scoring touch for a goal 

is the result of the play of the whole team.  

For me, this past week has proven that together we are stronger, that every one of us plays our own unique part in 

the success of the school, and that in working in harmony for a common goal we can go on to achieve extraordinary 

things as a school community.   

With best wishes,  

Mr Oliver Scott. 
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Dear parents, 

It has been another great week at St Joseph's, which has passed extremely quickly, maybe it's because 
we are out of January!   

On Wednesday we held an Open Evening that went very well with many parents touring. One parent, 
an ex-Deputy Head, said he wished he would have been able to teach here, and that's only after one 
tour! We are very lucky to have such great staff and such a great school. Our best reflection is our 
pupils, and the Year 11 helpers were just unbelievable. The way they talk about our school is very 
natural and shows what a brilliant school we have; they are clearly very proud of their school. The kind 
and caring pupils they are and the confidence they have are a great reflection on the school, parents 
and staff. Thank you to the prefect team who helped and who therefore are our Key Stage 4 Stars of 
the week. 

Thank you to Mr Green who led a lovely Candlemas service; it was so good to hear the choirs 
performing and a wonderful afternoon after missing this kind of service for so long. 

The ISA SW 5 a-side football tournament went well on Wednesday with St Joseph's 'A' finishing 3rd, 
well done to all the teams. 

Next week we also have Year 11 parents evening on Tuesday, the last one of their school life! On 
Wednesday there is also the Brooke Big RSE Live lesson on Wednesday 9th Feb at 10am-11am for Year 
9, 10 and 11. I'm looking forward to the Inter House music on Thursday and I am sure there will be 
much talent on display. Also, we have some more fixtures to be aware of and for pupils to look forward 
to. 

This Sunday sees the Ten Tors training group going on their 5th walk, time is moving very quickly, as are 
the team with their walking pace! 

 

Have a lovely weekend  

Sam Matthews 
 
Deputy Head of School 

 

 

Reminder: please do complete the Parent Survey by clicking here 

Calling all Parents:  

Please do join us for our first PTA Coffee Morning of 2022 on Monday 7th February at 8:30am! 

We are welcoming one and all to this lovely opportunity to meet fellow parents and have a chance to find 

out more about the working of the PTA.  

Our PTA Chair Jess Hawke and the team will be on hand to chat—and there will be coffee and cake aplenty. 

If you would like to get involved but are unable to attend the meeting you can email us on 

pta@stjosephscornwall.co.uk  

https://forms.office.com/r/NdQ51f9sGB
mailto:pta@stjosephscornwall.co.uk
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Dear Junior School Parents, 

 
Having had a fascinating discussion yesterday with one of the Junior parents about the plethora of snowdrops 
there are in our lovely county, this beautiful poem seems the proper way to welcome in February 2022 
particularly as we have already had such a great start to the month.  

Congratulations to our junior football teams who took part in the ISA football tournament on Wednesday. They 
played brilliantly and although they did not win the tournament, they did us all proud and according to Mr Scott 
and Mr Payne (I had to consult the experts) were a force to be reckoned with. The under 11 football and netball 
teams are playing Shebbear on Wednesday next week and I know they will also do their absolute best both 
competitively and as team players. Good luck to all the teams involved.  
Yesterday, I had the privilege of attending the St Joseph’s Candlemas Service at St Cuthbert Mayne Church. The 
children involved included some of our Year 5 and 6 boys, who sing in the schools boys’ choir. I know that 
many of them were quite nervous, but they were amazing and sang beautifully. It was also a fabulous 
opportunity to listen to Canzonetta sing and the Senior Head boy and Girl read. It really impressed upon me what 
our children achieve, as they make their way through our school from the Juniors through to the Seniors.    
Next week is proving to have a rather sciency feel to it. On Tuesday at 9am, some of our Year 6 children will be 
presenting to a panel of scientists at the Royal Society about our project on invasive species (https://
www.youtube.com/c/royalsociety) and Year 5 and 6 are also participating in a Marine Engineering Pathway (MEP) 
Tour Team buoyancy workshop. Then on Thursday, all the KS2 children will be looking at the flora and fauna in 
the river running through the school grounds and learning about invasive species pathways, a huge thank you to 
Mr and Mrs Hills for their continued involvement and input into this project,   
The 1st Duchy cross country run is on Friday. There are many KS2 children, who have come forward to compete 
in this event, which really shows the courage and fortitude of the children in the Junior School. Bravo to all those 
children taking part.  
Please can I remind all parents that on Friday, school ends at 1530. If children are being collected from 
school, please can this be done promptly, as there are not always staff available to supervise children whose 
parents are late.  
Sadly, the Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech has had to make the difficult decision to withdraw the music 
classes from this year’s festival due to a significantly reduced number of entrants, so our choir is unable to take 
part this year. However, the speech classes are still going ahead. Please see below for the times and dates of the 
classes. We recommend that you be there at least 15 minutes before your child’s class starts.  

 
Mon 7th March  
 11.15am  Class 2 (Year 2 children)  
1.30pm    Class 3 (Year 3 children)  
  
Tues 8th March  
9.30am     Class 4 (Year 4 children)  
11.30am    Class 5 (Year 5 children)  
1.30pm      Class 6 (Year 6 children)  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you have  
any queries about the festival.  

  
Have a lovely weekend  

 

Caroline Skerry   

Junior Head  

The Snowdrop  

Many, many welcomes,  
February fair-maid!  
Ever as of old time,  
Solitary firstling,  

Coming in the cold time,  
Prophet of the gay time,  
Prophet of the May time,  

Prophet of the Roses,  
Many, many welcomes,  

February fair-maid!  
 

Lord Tennyson  

https://www.youtube.com/c/royalsociety
https://www.youtube.com/c/royalsociety
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 Senior Subject Wonders of the Week 

Chemistry:  The following pupils have been recognised for 
their excellent work and progress this week: 

Year 11 Rates of Reaction Sapphire Bhatti, Ben Laatz, Tom 
Roddy, Robert Rosevear, Thomas Morcom, Josh Beadle, Max 
Quinn ,Thomas Greet 

Year 10 Periodic Table Georgie G, Elizabeth H, Zack H, Kelly L, 
Rosalyn T, Martha W, Linny H 

Food: Our Y11 Food and Nutrition students,  Erin, Harvey, 
Abbey, Tom, Anglia and Libby, 

have done so well in their NEA2 skills practice on Monday.  
They are working really hard to perfect their dishes and pro-
ducing some excellent port folio work. 

Biology: Josh Biggadike and Bea Medd for creating excellent 
PowerPoints on enzymes. They both demonstrated great com-
puting skills and a very good level of knowledge.   

English: Aiden Getson. Such a good week for Aiden:      in-
creased focus in lessons, an assessment that is insightful and 
detailed, a real improvement in presentation, and currently 
second on the printing podium. Keep it up     Aiden. 

RS: Cici, Harry, Will and Thomas in Year 8 for their exceptional 
responses to the question of Suffering and the Problem of evil. 
They all displayed excellent reasoning skills and used a range 
of evidence to support their arguments.  

 

 

 

 

  

Key Stage Stars of the Week 

KS1: Dominic Lee for teaching the KS1 children to count 

in Chinese and helping them to celebrate the Chinese 

New Year. 

KS2: KS2 Jonah Hodgson for his leadership,                   
positive attitude and sportsmanship as captain of the 
football team and Emily Howard – for both great         
independent working and collaborating very well in a 
group.     

KS3: Harrison Jones. At the end of last week, I  (Mr 
Cattell) saw Harrison picking up litter on the grass area 
below the terrace. He was doing this without being 
asked. I spoke to him about it and thanked him. The best 
thing I have seen in school for a while. 

Iris Lucas for her superb effort this week, particularly in 
Maths. 

KS4: Megan May, Izzy Cox, Sapphire Bhatti, Daisy Rea, 
Thomas Greet, Liam Brent, Robert Rosevear and Thomas 
Roddy for volunteering to help at the Open Evening and 
being great ambassadors for our school. 

Year 1 Art 

 

Year 1 has been a hive of      
activity last week as we 
put the finishing touches 
to our ‘Chairs for Baby 
Bear’. I think Baby Bear 
will love them! 
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Ten Tors Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 

Sunday students headed out on to Dartmoor in the sunshine for another Ten Tors training 

walk. The students showed resilience, determination and improved their navigation skills. 

This weekend they managed a beautiful and muddy 14 miles. Well done all! 

 

Asdan 

 
 

As part of their asdan foodwise course Lila and 
Finnan were required to make a display board 

about healthy eating.  
 

They based their board on the Eatwell guide 
and as an extra have included some healthy 

recipes.  
 

They worked very well together and we think it 
looks great. Well done to both of you! 
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Year 1 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh dear - the Year 1 puppy has made a mess! In science this week we have been finding 

out which      materials are most absorbent. Some super discussions and great predictions 

- well done Year 1.  

Naming of items brought in to school 

 

Could we please ask that any items brought in to school are labelled/named so 
that when they are misplaced they can be returned to their rightful owner. 

This includes items such as chargers, phones and devices in addition to clothing 
and PE kit. 
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Letter from the Library……. 

World Book Day 

As we settle into February, my thoughts have already moved to March and the upcoming World Book Day 

on Thursday 3rd March. It has long been tradition at St Joseph’s to mark World Book Day by dressing up as 

a character from a book and this year will be no different. However, for variety and after years of racking 

your brains for an idea, it might also be nice to open it up to dressing as a noted author or a favourite 

book, as well as a great literary character.  

Both Seniors, Juniors and staff dressing in costume is also the tradition and I would like that to continue; 

I’m currently raiding my dressing up box looking for ideas; Long John Silver or Cruella de Vil? Such a hard 

choice! 

There will be a competition to create the best book box, a mini diorama of a book or scene from a book in 

a shoe box of similar sized box. This can be done individually at home or with friends in school, with a 

prize for the best design. If you google ‘world book day book boxes’ it will give you an idea of what I 

mean. 

I will give out more information and reminders closer to March but thought it would be good to start 

mulling it all over. 

 

Ian Summers. 

 

Here are some examples of the 

book boxes that I have 

found……. 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  8 

 

Blue Sky Club 

Year 3 and 4 club enjoyed using the Lego and knex this week! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giant Chess 

Giant chess has been very popular at morning break this week within the Junior School. Year 4 student 

Ruan has been taking on challengers all week and is undefeated so far! Who will be the successful  

challenger?  
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Exeter Chief Academy for Year 10 students  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Senior School students Eddie and Zack who have both been selected to train with the 
Exeter Chiefs South U15’s Academy. To be selected for this group, the players have shown some or all of 
the assessment criteria based around core skills, game understanding, athletic potential and a willingness 

to learn. Well done to you both! 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets 
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Netball 

 

 

On Tuesday Years 9 and 10 Netball teams travelled to Kingsley School for an afternoon of  
fixtures. Well done all - you played brilliantly. 
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ISA Football 

Well done to all the teams who played in the @ISAsportUK football tournament 

here at St Joseph’s this week - brilliant teamwork, skills and lots of goals were 

scored. Special congratulations to @StmikesPrep who travelled from Wales and 

won the tournament!  
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Football  U13’s vs Kingsley 

This week,  our U13 Football team travelled to Kingsley School. They were superb and showed 

real teamwork and determination. It has been a super busy week with sporting fixtures across 

the school, well done all . 
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Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in  
February each year to promote the safe and 
positive use of digital technology for children 
and young people, and to inspire a national 
conversation about using technology             
responsibly, respectfully, critically, and          
creatively. Safer Internet Day 2022 is on 8th 
February and will be celebrated with the theme 
‘All fun and games? Exploring respect and     
relationships online’. Please explore the        
following links for more help and advice. 

 

Advice for parents and carers - UK Safer Internet Centre 

Advice for 11-18s - UK Safer Internet Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/advice-for-parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/top-tips-for-11-18s
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The theme for this year’s Children’s Mental 
Health Week is ‘growing together’. During the 
week, schools and colleges across the UK will 
be exploring the concept of growing           
emotionally and thinking about ways to help 
each other grow. To help young people to 
grow emotionally, and grow together as a 
whole school or college community, it’s        
important that we embrace and celebrate   
diversity in all its forms.  

Silver Reader 

 

We are really proud of our first Silver Reader - Isaac in 
Year 6 - who read to his Silver Listener this week as 
part of the Silver Stories scheme. Isaac will be reading 
weekly to his listener, Margaret, who was impressed 
with Isaac’s reading and very much enjoyed the   
chapter he read.  
 
In fact, she enjoyed it so much that she was going to 
go and get her own copy! Isaac chose to read Sophie’s 
Snail. 
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Year 6 Science 

 

 

Year 6 have worked          
collaboratively to create 
posters to show the          
features of the different 
groups of animals. 
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Year 5 Discussion and Debate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 5 the children have been learning about discussion and debate.  Today they have been viewing a 
series of viewpoints and deciding whether they are For or Against a range of arguments.  Lots of            

interesting discussion has been had.    
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Reduce, reuse, recycle—paper 

 

 

As part of their plan to make St Joseph's use less paper, the Senior Eco-Committee have been 
making boxes for reusable paper. These will be placed by the printer so that no paper is wasted. 

This action sits alongside a school wide drive to use less paper, with staff and students being 
asked to 'think before you print' as a way of reducing overall use. Watch this space for the results 

of this... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reducing paper waste is all part of our plan for Green Flag accreditation- more details 
here https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/eco-schools-green-flag-other-awards/ 

https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/eco-schools-green-flag-other-awards/
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Year 10 Work Experience  
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Candlemas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Yesterday we just managed to get our 
Liturgical celebration of the Christmas 
period in with a service for the Feast of 
Candlemas. The Feast falls on the 2nd 
February and it marks the end of Christ-
mas and Epiphany, we did not quite 
make the 2nd but somewhere in the word 
is was still the 2nd February!  The service 
was a new venture for the school as we 
needed something to make-up for the 
cancelled Carol Service and we were also 
able to use St Cuthbert’s Church which St 
Joseph’s have not used for a service 
many years. Father John and the team at 
St Cuthbert's made us so welcome and it 
was a wonderful place to make music in. 

 

It was good to see so many members of the extended St 
Joseph’s family supporting the service (and singing so 
heartily). Those who were there treated to a wide range 
of music which was performed by the Boys’ Choir, Girls’ 
Chamber Choir and Canzonetta. All was accompanied 
on the organ by Mr Jonathan Mann who played with 
great sensitivity. In addition to playing the organ Mr 
Mann spent a great deal of time in the morning tracking 
down some very unusual noises emanating from the 
organ chamber that we had to contend with during re-
hearsals. 

This was truly a St Joseph’s Family affair as we have not 
had many opportunities to undertake joint work with 
both the Junior and Senior schools, when we do, it 
shows what a great place this is. 

The link to the service can be found at: 

https://youtu.be/qVv6ZqvVfFQ  

https://youtu.be/qVv6ZqvVfFQ


St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  22 

 

Chinese New Year Celebrations 

 Reception and Year 1 celebrated 
Chinese New Year this week 
which involved a Chinese New 
Year story sack (thank you       
Kasey), a Chinese lunch, red    
envelope pully delivery races in 
the orchard and we made a    
Chinese new year wish tree with 
Year 2. We also had a craft    
afternoon and worked together 
to make a fantastic Chinese  
dragon  
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Chinese New Year Celebrations 

 



St Joseph’s School Weekly Newsletter Page  24 

 

Year 2 Science 

 

This week,  the children have been investigating 
the strength of different papers. 

Super science work, Year 2!  
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Year 10 English 

Thank you to Art teacher Mrs Howse this week for teaching me to make a zine. We've been making them in Eng-
lish and filling them with quotes and notes about key characters from Jekyll and Hyde. Great work Year 10. 


