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2021/2022
PAGE ONE: THOUGHTS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
Another week draws to a close, and while it has been enormous fun with so much going on, so much of what we
have thought about in school has been affected by the situation unfolding in Ukraine. While Senior Inter-House
pancake races have been exciting, Open Day has been positive, Wadebridge Festival preparations have gone well,
KS1 have marvelled at the wonders of the Charlie Bears museum, and we have all enjoyed the magic of World Book
Day, it is impossible to ignore what we see on the television, what we hear on the radio, what features in our news
feeds and what spreads across social media.
The situation in Ukraine is devastating, and as we see it being driven by Putin and the Kremlin we cannot ignore the
suffering it brings. This suffering is all too real for those on the front line, for those whose homes are shelled, for
those caught in the immediacy of the conflict and those whose lives have been torn asunder by the aggression of
those in control in Moscow.
The suffering is real for all in refugee camps, for the one million Ukrainians the EU accounts for having fled Ukraine,
for people sheltering in cities under bombardment and for all of the ordinary Russians facing the economic
catastrophe the collapse of the rouble and the biting sanctions the world has turned upon Russia now bring.
Ernest Hemingway wrote in 1946 that we should ‘never think that war, no matter how necessary, nor how justified,
is not a crime.’ As a WWI ambulance driver at the age of just 18 – a role for which he volunteered – he was
eminently more qualified to make such a judgement that I will ever be. He wrote these words as the world emerged
from the unparalleled horrors of WWI, when the Nazi camps had only just been liberated. This year was one when a
new world order was being forged, when the deals of Yalta would turn to Churchill declaring that “from Stettin in the
Baltic, to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the continent.”
From the lifting of this curtain in the late 1980s and early 1990s Eastern Europe experienced freedoms, the Soviet
Union collapsed, many oligarchs gained wealth the tsars could only have dreamt of, and in 1991 Vladimir Putin gave
up a 16 year career in the KGB to move into politics. By 1996, he joined the administration of Boris Yeltsin, whom he
would later succeed as President of Russia.
From there we now find ourselves in 2022 enjoying all that a week at St Joseph’s can bring, but in the shadow of
events over which we have no control. These events throw a shadow such as which we have not seen in Europe for
so long. Having experienced growing up in the 1980s, when the threat of the bomb was seemingly ever present, the
past week is an 80s throwback nobody wanted. It is much less amusing that the return of the mullet, or thinking of a
time when reading the words Europe: The Final Countdown could bring to mind a glorious eighties anthem , rather
than a portent of impending disaster.
This is why next week we will have Tuesday’s Blue and Yellow day, and why we will have the charity concert to raise
what we can as a school for those affected by the crisis. It is why we will come together as a school and think of
those whose school weeks have been utterly transformed by this senseless war, and why the many, many moments
of joy we have had this week matter so much: we dress in silly costumes because we can, and we take all the
pleasures we can from assemblies, from lessons, from ISA sport, because we can, and because we are fortunate
enough to be able to do so.
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I was speaking with Florence Scard-Morgan in Year 11
about the poetry of Wilfred Own, and mentioned his
Preface this week. Written shortly before his death in the
final weeks of the war on the Western Front in 1918, it
speaks of War not in the grandiloquent terms of earlier
poets, but in terms of the pity of war, and it is in thinking
of the pity of war that we take time at the end of this
week, to think of all of those affected, and to hope for a
swift end to the conflict in Ukraine.
With best wishes,

Preface:
This book is not about heroes. English poetry is
not yet fit to speak of them.
Nor is it about deeds, or lands, nor anything
about glory, honour, might, majesty, dominion,
or power, except War.
Above all I am not concerned with Poetry.
My subject is War, and the pity of War.
The Poetry is in the pity.

Mr Scott

Dear Senior School Parents,
My thoughts this week have cantered around the conflict in Ukraine as I am sure it has for many. It is really
important to talk about this upsetting turn of events, as talking means we are sharing our thoughts which
can help calm any worries. Staff have been sharing educational material about the conflict to pupils, so they
are informed. Whilst it’s hard to imagine what the people of Ukraine are going through; we can show our
support for those in need through the donations as mentioned in Mr Scott's letter and detailed in this
newsletter.
This week at school has been full of many activities including a fun House pancake race on Tuesday! Thanks
to Mrs Holmes for organising and well done to Cotehele for winning. On Thursday we had so much effort
going into costumes for World Book Day (thank you Mr Summers for organising) from both pupils and staff,
well done all! It's great to see the enthusiasm and passion that pupils apply to these events. I hope that Year
8 parents enjoyed the face-to-face parent meetings and that you and your son/daughter are well informed
to complete the GCSE Option forms to be handed in next Friday. Please do suggest to them to speak to
teachers if they are still unsure.
We have had Open Morning today which I felt so proud of our Head Pupils (Robert and Megan) for speaking
to prospective parents. Well done to all the tour guides and Lucas Turner for helping to organise them; they
all do such a great job and also gain much from carrying them out. Parents were so complimentary of all our
children on their tour.
This week I had a meeting to renew our Duke of Edinburgh licence which went very well, and I am sure we
will be able to continue delivering this excellent award. For those pupils already carrying out the award,
please do encourage your son/daughter to login and update the stage they are at. Thank you to Mrs Burt
who took Year 11 RS students on a great trip to Exeter Mosque which will help them in their RS GCSE. Thank
you to Mrs Burt, Mrs Toulouse and Mrs Hudson who took Year 6 to Plymouth University where they looked
at Art and Music culture as well as a tour of the university.
Next week will be just as busy as we strive to give pupils as many worthwhile opportunities as we can.
I hope you have a great weekend
Sam Matthews
Deputy Head
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Dear Junior School Parents,
Welcome back, after a windy and wet half term break. I do hope that nothing was blown away that
wasn’t meant to have been. I was delighted to see all the children safe and well and back in school
on the first day of this half term.
This half term has started at a sprint. Both Year 1 and the Reception class visited Charlie Bears, Year 6
went to Plymouth University for a tour and art workshop, we all celebrated World Book Day in an array
of costumes and today, some of our junior children attended the St Piran’s day celebration in
Launceston town, whilst the rest of the junior school welcomed visitors at our open morning.
Next week is shaping up to be just a pacey.
On Monday and Tuesday some of our children are taking part in Wadebridge Festival of Speech.
Please see below for the times and dates of the classes. We recommend that you be there at least 15
minutes before your child’s class starts.
Mon 7th March
11.15am Class 2 (Year 2 children)
1.30pm Class 3 (Year 3 children)

Tues 8th March
9.30am Class 4 (Year 4 children)
11.30am Class 5 (Year 5 children)
1.30pm Class 6 (Year 6 children)
There is a pdf of the programme available at Home | Wadebridge Festival of Music and Speech.
All children attending need to be in full school uniform, if your child is participating on Tuesday can you
please ensure, they bring their uniform into school. For Classes 3, 5 and 6 the children will be provided
with a packed lunch. When collecting and dropping off your child, please do this via the school office.
We are holding a Ukrainian refugee charity concert in the evening of Tuesday 8th March from 17301830. The junior school and senior school choirs, a selection of our verse speakers and the choral verse
speaking group have all been asked to participate. I am aware that some children may have other
commitments that evening but ask that if your child is asked to perform, they attend. This is such an
important charity to be raising money for in these turbulent times. It is also very important that we
sometimes do things for others even when we would rather be doing something else. Children staying
behind after school for the concert should bring an extra snack into school that day. There will be no
Year 5/6 choir after school on Tuesday.
On Wednesday, we have junior school parents meeting. Please book these via the portal (https://
portal.stjosephscornwall.co.uk) by midday (12pm) on 7th March 2021. The online parents evening and
all bookings will be run via the St Joseph’s Portal. All face to face meeting will be held in the school hall.
Please access the school via the foyer doors.
One of our junior school football teams finished in 3rd place in the ISA U11 SW 5 aside
tournament recently and have therefore qualified for the U11 ISA national 5 a-side football tournament
to be held at St George’s Park, Burton-Upon-Trent. We wish them all the best of luck as they play in the
tournament on Friday.
Our PTA do amazing work raising funds enabling the children in our school to have extra-special
experiences. They have recently funded an art project to create a whole junior school collaborative
piece for the dining room (thank you PTA) so don’t forget the fund-raising PTA quiz on
Friday night. You have to be in it- to win it!!
Have a lovely weekend.
Caroline Skerry
Junior Head
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Senior Subject Wonders of the Week
Chemistry: Year 10 Trilogy class for being so engaged
and proactive in class discussions when looking at
Properties of Covalent structures - Lila, Finnan, Jacob,
Martha, Linny, Alicia.

Key Stage Stars of the Week
KS1: Dylan Scott for looking after younger children
and showing kindness to others.

Biology: Sophie Renfree for her outstanding work ethic
KS2: Thomas Warren for consistently doing the right
and determination to understand all aspects of the
subject.
thing! Independent working, well behaved,
English: Scarlett Hesnan - classwork and homework is
always above and beyond. Marking her book is a
pleasure - such impressive detail in every task.
Georgie Gilbert, Kelly Lam, Rosalyn Tucker. Watching
Georgie trying and explain this quotation - 'The street
shone out in its dingy neighbourhood like a fire in a
forest' - using charades was one of the funniest things
I've seen this week.

organised and a good friend to all.
KS3: Sophie Renfree for her excellent uniform this
week
KS4: Martha Weymouth (Yr 10) for being so
cheerful and polite around the school; always
greeting teachers with a smile on her face.

RS: Emily Chalk, Thomas Dowdall and Millie Rose exceptional and creative responses to the story of Job.
History: Jasper Bryant, making a fantastic sword based
on the double handed sword as used by Richard the
Lion heart. Year 11 Historians have completed their
GCSE course and are now engaged in planning revision
activities Year 9 Humanities' classes Maris and Stella
for some fantastic community planning but also for
their thoughtful contributions to our learning about the
Ukrainian crisis. Year 7 have made a great start to their
feudalism raps... watch this space....

Year 11 GCSE Information

Year 10 Chemistry

Exam Dates

Year 10 are currently
studying C3 Bonding
and Structure. This
photograph shows a
sample of Iodine (a
grey solid) once it has
been heated. The
'sparkly bits' are the
iodine particles
resolidifying on the
cooler areas of the
conical flask. One of
the properties of Simple Covalent structures is that
they have a low melting point. This is due to the
weak forces between molecules (intermolecular
forces) so when you heat iodine solid it quickly
changes to a purple gas. It will form a liquid first but
this happens so fast it is very difficult to see. The
process of changing from a solid to a gas is called
sublimation.

GCSE exams will tun from Monday 16th May until
Thursday 23rd June. Students have been given a
personal timetable and this can be found on their
statements of entry.

Results Day
The GCSE results are published on Thursday 25th
August 2022 and School will be open for pupils to
collect their results from 9.00am to 10.00am.
If you are unable to attend the results day then
please inform Jane Gardner
(jane.gardner@stjosephscornwall.co.uk) as soon
as possible. We will require a signed letter or an e
mail from the students personal e mail account
informing us when or how the results are to be
collected.
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Thoughts from Europe…….
Our German partner school sent some pictures of a peace sign the students
made on their football pitch yesterday. They used a drone to photograph
what they were doing...
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Happy St Piran’s Day from Germany..
Our German partner school remembered that St Piran's day is celebrated in Cornwall tomorrow and sent
us some pictures of them with their Cornish flag!

Pyramids…..
This morning, Year 5 have been combining learning from
science, maths and topic to work in teams to build
pyramids using just spaghetti and minimarshmallows. There was some fantastic collaboration and
resilience shown (every time the spaghetti snapped!)
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Reception and Year 1 trips to Charlie Bears…….
Year 1 enjoyed an amazing trip to Charlie Bears on Tuesday of this week. There really were hundreds of
bears!

Whilst our Reception Class visited on Wednesday….
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This term, Key Stage pupils are visiting the
theme 'Health and Wellbeing' and Year 8 are
exploring the question 'How can I look after
my emotional wellbeing?'
Here are some useful and reliable websites
that young people and parents can use for
further information and support:
YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds
Childline | Childline
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Check out the Mindful March Calendar for a daily task/ challenge this month!

Junior School PSHE
This half term, the Junior
School will be continuing their
theme of Living in the Wider
World.
Within this, we will have a focus
on Media Literacy and Digital
Resilience helping us to stay
safe online and make careful
judgements about the information available online. An additional focus is on the topic of Money and Work, exploring job roles and stereotypes as
well as making decisions about money and keeping money safe.
We will also continue our inclusion and diversity lessons with the #NoOutsiders
curriculum as well as looking after our mental health and wellbeing through the
#BlurtEducation curriculum.
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Sports Fixtures—Team Sheets
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Year 6 Trip to the University of Plymouth

On Thursday, Year 6 went to Plymouth University for a workshop run by The Children’s
University. The workshop was led by Robert Taub who discussed impressionist art and
performed Scriabin’s music on the grand piano. After this, they enjoyed a tour of the
campus and treasure hunt led by dentistry student Mina, for letters which spelt out a
surprise word.
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World Book Day 2022

The next few pages will give you a taster of our celebrations of World Book Day. There
were some amazing costumes and some fantastic activities.

Year 1

Never mind seeing double……… We’re seeing treble today!
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World Book Day 2022

Year 3 (above) and Year 4 (below)
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World Book Day 2022

Reception Class

Congratulations to Jem in Year 10 for
being the overall winner in the Senior
School.

Mr Summers said “ he made all of his
prosthetics for his costume of
Frankenstein’s Monster, creating and
moulding a head piece and scars from
latex and making the bolts for his neck
from champagne bottles. The level of
detail was of a professional standard
and he was a worthy winner of overall
best costume in the seniors. “
Well done Jem
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World Book Day 2022
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World Book Day 2022

Do you recognise these people?

Congratulations to our winners

Senior School

Junior School

Year 7: Charlie, Scarlett and Lowenna

House Winners

Year 8: Erin, Kobe, Amelie and Eve

Pencarrow: James (Reception)

Year 9: Oscar

Lanhydrock: Molly (Year 2)

Year 10: Jem—overall winner

Trerice: Elliott (Year 6)
Cotehele: Elisa (Year 5)

Book Boxes
KS1

KS2

1st - Francesca (Reception)

1st - Lucy (Year 6)

2nd - Bodeive (Year 2)

2nd - Megan (Year 4)

3rd - Reuben (Year 1)

3rd - Hettie and Charlie (Year 3)

Special Commendation

Special Commendation

Cora, Ronan, Dylan and Tobias (Year 2)

India and Arthur (Year 3)
Amy (Year 4), Winnie (Year 5)
Demelza, Lili, Elliot and Joseph
(Year 6)

Well done to everyone who took part
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World Book Day 2022

These book in a
boxes are amazing.
Well done to all who
took part.
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World Book Day 2022

For world book day we have been looking at
popular children’s books in different languages.
It’s been interesting to see how the titles are
translated and thinking about children around the
world reading the same books as us!
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World Book Day 2022

Year 2
The children came to school dressed up as their favourite book characters and
looked fantastic!
During the day we all made origami tortoise book marks to celebrate the story
‘Esio Trot, by Roald Dahl, that we are currently reading in class.
Great job everyone!

This was the motto that Roald Dahl lived by:
“My candle burns at both ends
It will not last the night
But ah my foes and oh my friends
It gives a lovely light.”
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Tables Challenge

Congratulations to Lucy
and Joseph who were the
first to complete the Year
6 ‘Around the World’
times tables challenge.
Super quick recall of
tables facts including
division and square
numbers/ roots. Well
done.

Intermediate Maths Challenge Results

Year 11 RS

Congratulations to the following pupils who have
achieved awards in the Intermediate Maths
Challenge. Well done everyone.

This week, Year 11 visited Exeter Mosque and
Islamic Centre to help them prepare for their RS
exam in May. Imam Ahmed led a question and
answer session and gave us a tour of the building
which was a really useful revision exercise.

Year 11
SILVER

BRONZE

Ollie Cameron (74) - Best in
Year

Liam Brent (60)

Leia Parkhouse (71)

Tom Roddy (55)
Sapphire Bhatti (50)

Rob Rosevear (66)

Year 10
SILVER

BRONZE

Kelly Lam (76) – Best in
Year, Best in School

Jack Joshua (60)
Zack Hopkins (52)

Year 9
SILVER

BRONZE

Lydia Stone (71) – Best in Year

Shannon Uglow (60)

Jack Matthews (65)

Mia Stoyanova (58)
Jocelyn Harris (55)
Erin Dickson (54)
Rosie Rea (50)
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Link for online entry:
https://www.britishtriathlon.org/events/ISA-National-Triathlon_13455?utm_campaign=13040010_Copy%20of%
20ISA%20National%20Open%20Triathlon%20Championships&utm_medium=email&utm_school=St.%20Joseph%
27s%20School&dm_i=JAQ,7RHQI,965EHK,VNOOA,1
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Dance Class—Reception and Year 1

For PE today, our pupils had a dance class. Part of it involved a follow the leader section. There were
some amazing moves……...well done Reception and Year 1.

North Cornwall Dance Festival
St Joseph’s School provided the venue for the
North Cornwall Dance Festival which took place
over the half term break.
Congratulations to Year 5 pupil Lili who was
awarded 2 bronze and one gold medal at the
event. Well done Lili.
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